Seneca Presbyterian
Church

Annual Report
2017-2018

Dear Church Family:
Thank you to everyone who had a submission for this 2017-2018 annual report. This
includes committee chairmen, PW officers, Sunday School teachers, Treasurer Barbara
Davenport and trustees. The time frame of this report is July 1, 2017 through June 30,
2018. A special thank you goes out to Robin Smith who spends much time combining
and formatting reports.
The most significant event of this year was the retirement of Pastor Nancy Morris. A
reception was held to honor both Phil and Nancy following the church service on April
29th. A report from the Fellowship Committee on this event is included in this booklet.
An Interim Search Committee was formed to begin work on securing an interim pastor.
Jim Kenworthy, Nancy Clayton, and Tim Moon spent many hours on this project, the
report of which is enclosed. Nancy, as chair of Worship Committee, also lined up
supply ministers for the "interim before the interim period." Thank you, Nancy, for all
your work on our behalf.
Another highlight of the year was the invitation to Ripple of One to house their offices
downstairs in the educational building. Also, Session approved the merging of Mission
& Community Care with Outreach, to form a new Mission/Outreach Committee.
Staff changes included the hiring of Carla Padgett as music director and the re-hiring of
Glenda Pitts as financial secretary.
Enclosed you will also find a report from the Garden Committee, a subcommittee of
your Mission/Outreach Committee, outlining the success the "Little Green Thumbs
Garden" has had and what it has meant to the children of Ripple of One.
Congratulations to this committee!
Again, thank you to all of you who submitted reports. Hopefully, it will serve as a
comprehensive survey of the busy life of Seneca Presbyterian Church, both within its
walls and in the community.
Ann Smith
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS
Year 2018
TRUSTEES
Jerry Fouts
Bob Norton
Jerry Crabtree
CLERK OF SESSION
Helen Kelly
Treasurer
Barbara Davenport
SESSION
Bonnie Andruszka
Nancy Clayton
Lewis Creel
Barbara Davenport
Kathy Gerner
Louis Holleman
Jim Kenworthy
Paul LaRoche
Glenn McCants
Tim Moon
Jan Palmer
Ann Smith
George Strobeck
DIACONATE
Dian Yanessa – Co - Moderator
Becky Drew – Co - Moderator
Vicki Andy
Susan Caldwell
Jan Crismore
Becky Hetherington
Kelly Holleman
Carla Honea
Lesley LaRoche
Chad Laxton
Charlotte McDonald
Lavonne Moon
Diana Owens
Natalie Arnold Schwartz
Nancy Wilson
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS
2018

SESSION
Moderator: Nancy M. Morris
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration
Jim Kenworthy, Moderator

Building & Grounds
Glenn McCants, Moderator

Christian Education
Kathy Gerner, Moderator

Fellowship
Jan Palmer, Moderator

Finance
Paul LaRoche, Moderator

Mission/Outreach
Bonnie Andruszka, Co-Moderator
Ann Smith, Co-Moderator

Stewardship
Louis Holleman, Moderator

Worship
Nancy Clayton, Moderator

DEACONS
Dian Yanessa & Becky Drew, Co-Moderators
Vicki Andy, Susan Caldwell, Jan Crismore, Becky Hetherington, Kelly Holleman, Carla
Honea, Lesley LaRoche, Chad Laxton, Charlotte McDonald, Lavonne Moon, Diana
Owens, Natalie Arnold Schwartz, Nancy Wilson,

TRUSTEES
Class of 2018
Jerry Fouts

Class of 2019
Bob Norton
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Class of 2020
Jerry Crabtree

STATISTICAL REPORT
7/1/2017-6/30/2018
At the beginning of 7/1/2017 we had
We received

by Profession of Faith
by Transfer of Church Letter
by Reaffirmation of Faith
by Affiliate Membership

329 members
0
3
7
0
10

We lost by

Transfer of Church Letter
by Death
Removed from Church Roll

8
6
6
20

Active Membership at the end of 6/30/2018
Members Joining in 2017-2018
Don Pomeroy
Chellye Pomeroy
Chip White
Dee Dee White
Trey Absher III
Donna Absher
Thomas Carlson
Ashley Carlson
Robert Collins
Julie Perkins
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319

SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ACRONYMS
B&G - Buildings and Grounds
DSS - Department of Social Services
M/CC - Missions & Community Care
ODB - Our Daily Bread
ODR - Our Daily Rest

OPSF - Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund
SERRV - Sales Exchange
Refugee Rehabilitation and Vocation
VIMM - Volunteers in Medical Missions

SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SPECIAL OFFERINGS
EASTER --- One Great Hour of Sharing
Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through One
Great Hour of Sharing to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the
world. Your generous gifts to this Special Offering help provide relief to those affected
by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and assist in helping to empower the
poor and oppressed.
MOTHER'S DAY --- Presbyterian Communities
The first Mother’s Day Offering to assist with charitable care was taken on May 9, 1954.
Over the years, this offering has become a tradition in hundreds of congregations across
the state, and serves as a wonderful way for churches to remember some very special
members who now call PCSC home!

THANKSGIVING --- Thornwell Children's Home
Each Thanksgiving we celebrate our blessings by supporting Thornwell. They provide
love and homes for children who can no longer live with their biological families.
There are success stories that remind us how valuable their care is as we see them
move on to become educated, caring and contributing members of society.

CHRISTMAS --- Joy Gift
Whether providing financial assistance to current and former church workers and their
families, or providing opportunities for deserving students to attend Presbyterian-related
racial ethnic colleges and schools, your generous gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will
bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in circumstance or spirit.
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ADMINISTRATION 2017-2018
Several notable events and actions took place this year.


The newly - hired music director left suddenly and Carla Padgett was hired to
replace him.



Our pastor retired at the end of April. A Transition Team was formed to
identify and hire an interim pastor to serve until such time as the PNC hires
a permanent replacement.



Glenda Pitts rejoined the staff as financial secretary.



We reviewed General Liability policies with the agent. No changes were
required.



A campus-wide WIFI network was implemented thanks to a generous
donation.



A new copier lease was implemented resulting in less cost and more
current technology.



Our internet service provider was changed from AT&T to Northland Cable,
lowering cost and increasing speeds.



The contract with AT&T was reviewed and modified to reduce monthly
expenditures on landlines and wireless services.



Insurance contracts were reviewed and no changes were made at this
time.



A budget for 2018-2019 was developed and submitted to Session. There was
no increase in budget other than performance increases for staff.



We worked with other church members and staff to carry out duties during the
"interim before the interim" period.



An extra day was added to Ernie Lombard's schedule during the "interim
before the interim."



Committee members are Lewis Creel and Jim Kenworthy.
Submitted by:
Jim Kenworthy, Moderator
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS
July 1-December 31, 2017
The Building and Grounds Committee was busy with requests from various non-profit
organizations to use the church facilities. A major request was from Ripple of One to
use the old computer room in the downstairs of the educational building for their office.
Their request was confirmed by the B&G Committee and approved by the Session.
They use the room Monday-Friday each week. A Parkinson’s Group was approved to
meet in the educational building once each week.
The B&G Committee confirmed and Session approved a request from Ryan Schwartz to
use parts of the downstairs educational building and Barron Hall for a summer program
for approximately sixty students from Blue Ridge Elementary School. A request came to
the committee to investigate installing a Hearing Loop system in the sanctuary. George
Strobeck graciously agreed to do the research about this possibility.
We were very happy to purchase two booster seats for use in Pastors Hall by our young
children. Fifty-five new folding chairs were purchased for the newly-renovated Chapter
House.
A major expenditure from the B&G budget was the installation of an irrigation system for
the church and Chapter House grounds. After three bids were obtained, Southern
Customs Landscaping was awarded the job.
Submitted by:
Emily Land, Moderator

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
January 1 - June 30, 2018
During this period, B&G basically only had routine maintenance issues to address. Most
of those items were HVAC-related. The irrigation system was damaged twice by the
landscape contractor and repaired at their expense. There were several issues with
keys and door locks that were repaired. The annual elevator inspection was completed.
Non-routine items that were completed were the installation of hand sanitizer stations:
one in the educational building, one in Knohl Hall, one in Barron Hall, and one in the
sanctuary. There were two AED storage cabinets mounted, one in Knohl Hall and one in
Barron Hall.
We have one item pending while waiting on the vendor and that is the installation of
WIFI-controlled thermostats for the HVAC systems.
Members of this committee are George Strobeck, Bob Caswell, Chuck Kellner, Tim
Moon and Glenn McCants.
Submitted by:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
July 1 - December 31, 2017
The Children's Vacation Bible School was held July 17 th- 21st. Director Ann Smith and
her team of volunteers provided 22 children with an educational and fun-packed time at
the "Hero Central" - themed Bible School. The Biblical lessons were full of activities
such as crafts, music, outdoor games and a trip to the local food pantry. As usual, Ann
and her team of volunteers did a fantastic job with VBS this year.
In July, we introduced two new nursery volunteer employees to the staff at Seneca
Presbyterian Church. Miracle Ketterman is a senior at Seneca High School. Emily
Hanewald is a junior at Seneca High School. Both have experience and a dedication to
working with children. At SPC, we treasure our children and look to them for a bright
future.
The Great Decision Study led by Jay Hetherington concluded during July. Jay's
professional insight and knowledge and his worldwide experiences add a deeper
understanding to the lessons. His presentation keeps each participant yearning for more
of Jay's keen insight.
The Koinonia Class, the Sara Davis Stribling Class and the Brown Bag and Bible Study
continued to meet throughout the summer keeping members studying the Word of God.
Adult Vacation Bible School was August 6th, 7th and 8 th. The Fellowship Committee
teamed up with Christian Education to provide delicious meals as Dr. Peter Hobbie
presented "Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation". Dr. Hobbie kept his
audience spellbound as he educated and entertained participants about our Christian
history.
The Men's Bible Study Class joined the Sara Davis Stribling Class, Koinonia Class and
the Thursday Brown Bag and Bible Study in continuing to provide a Christian education
to the members of Seneca Presbyterian Church during August.
The August Potluck was held August 21st with Don Liebenberg as presenter of "Chasing
the Great Eclipse". Don has professional experience and has seen 26+ eclipses around
the world. He educated all who attended and prepared us for the lunar eclipse which
came to our area later in the summer. We had a delicious meal and Don Liebenberg
provided a wonderful presentation.
September brought new changes to the Children's Sunday School experience. With a
new structure, additional teachers and the new curriculum "Spark", the children and
teachers have been enthusiastic and energized in Sunday school. This was a great start
for a phenomenal year!
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Adult Sunday School was completely back in full force with all classes meeting in
September. The Open Door, facilitated by Bonnie Andruszka, returned to study the
Wired Word. Louis Holleman is the teacher of the Present Word for the Men's Bible
Study. The Sarah Davis Stribling Class is led by Pat Harris and Larry Josey. They also
study the Present Word Bible Study. The Koinonia Class, led by Dan Toole, studies the
history of Christian theology.
The Brown Bag Bible Study continues to meet on Thursday. Becky Drew is the contact
person for the BB&B Study Group.
In November, the Education Committee and the Fellowship Committee worked together
to provide the potluck meal on November 15th when the Seneca High School Madrigal
Singers provided another spectacular performance.
The Advent Bible Study, facilitated by Brenda Thomson, was "Faithful; Christmas
Through the Eyes of Joseph" by Adam Hamilton. The study was held during Koinonia
Sunday School Classes on Sunday and on Thursday, during Brown Bag and Bible
Study. The Advent Bible Study started November 26th and concluded close to
Christmas.
On December 17th, the Children's Sunday School Class held a bake sale to raise money
for Alga, an 11-year-old girl from Ethiopia, who they have been supporting for several
years. Through the World Vision Program, the children have made a connection to Alga
and helped her and her family have a better life. As usual, the food was delicious and
sold out quickly. What a wonderful job our children and their teachers continue to do in
helping Alga and each other.

Submitted by:
Donna Beebe, Moderator
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
January 1 – June 30, 2018
The Christian Education Committee met every month. In January we made plans for
Children’s VBS, with Ann Smith, Director. VBS will be held July 9th-13th. Kathy Meyers
collected items from the congregation for crafts.
CE helped pay ½ the cost of an honorarium ($80) for the PW Retreat held in March.
Plans were made for Adult VBS, to be August 5th-7th, 2018. Dinner will be at 5:30 pm,
with discussion afterward. Dr. Peter Hobbie will be the leader and the topic will be
immigration, with Natalie Schwartz assisting. Meals are being planned for these
evenings. Peter prefers to be paid mileage rather than stay at a hotel.
The committee approved the hiring of Katie Robinson for every Sunday in the nursery.
This will be a huge help.
All classes will be on hiatus for the summer except for the Koinonia Class.
The Great Decisions course will again be held every Wednesday night in June and July.
Jay Hetherington will be the leader for this course.
Members on the Christian Education Committee are Kathy Gerner, Bonnie Andruszka,
Charlotte McDonald, Brenda Thomson, Ashley Carlson and Nancy Ramsey.
Submitted by:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator

KOINONIA CLASS 2017 - 2018
The Koinonia Class is a friendly and caring group of individuals who share prayer
concerns, thoughts, beliefs, and ideas in a relaxed, comfortable setting. We start each
class with the sharing of prayer concerns and personal experiences to offer support for
class members as well as others in the church family and community. We are currently
using a video series on the history of Christian theology taught by a highly qualified and
knowledgeable professor. This video series has prompted considerable discussion that
has resulted in a better understanding of past Christian history and how we have gotten
to where we are today in our faith journey.
Additionally, we have enjoyed special studies during Advent and Lenten seasons led by
Brenda Thomson that have helped to broaden our knowledge of these special times.
These studies have been both thought-provoking and inspiring.
Sunday School is a vital part of the total Sunday worship experience as it allows people
to learn more about their own personal faith journey and to share their questions,
comments, and views that will help to broaden their knowledge and understanding of
the Christian faith. Visitors and new members are always welcome.
We continue to support an outreach program sponsored by the Children's Sunday
School Class and periodically receive reports about the impact of this outreach.
Submitted by:
Dan Toole
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CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL 2017 - 2018
This has been an exciting year for the Children’s Sunday School Class!
Each Sunday during the school year, we meet together in the “Craft Room/Sunday
School” Classroom for a quick snack and a song and a prayer. The younger children
then have their lesson in that room while the older elementary children move to the
newly-refurbished Temple Room for their lesson. We thank the church and especially
the Adams/Byrd Endowment for making possible the purchase of tables, chairs, carpet
and a cabinet for the additional classroom we are now using!
We are using the Sparkhouse Online curriculum (Augsburg Fortress) for our multiage
groups. This curriculum follows the weekly lectionary, so our lessons have been from
the Old and New Testaments and often follows the sermon topic. The focus has been
on understanding the Bible stories and passages and applying the lessons to our daily
lives at school, with friends and at home with our families.
The children participated in the Thanksgiving Thornwell Offering, the Christmas Eve
Nativity, Souper Bowl Sunday and a Palm Sunday drama. They baked cookies, bread
and snacks for the annual December bake sale to raise money for Alga, our World
Vision child. The Koinonia class joins us in this support. Alga is now 12 and her family in
Ethiopia is healthy and thankful for our help!
We celebrated our year with a pool party at Lyn and Bruce Norton’s home! All of our
teachers – Ann Smith, Lyn Norton, Marti Usher, Diana Owens, Ashley Carlson and
Susan Caldwell- were there to enjoy a delightful time with the children.
Submitted by:
Susan Caldwell
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MEN'S BIBLE CLASS 2017 - 2018

The Men's Bible Class meets in the Youth Room under Pastors Hall at 10:00 am on
Sunday morning. Louis Holleman creates and delivers a devotional, and discussion
follows. The meetings are closed with prayer. The average attendance at these
sessions is four to five. The class gave Thornwell $150 in memory of Jim Williams.
President - Chris Turner
Treasurer - Johnny McLellan
Teacher - Louis Holleman
Submitted by:
Johnny McLellan

OPEN DOOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 2017-2018
The Open Door Class used the Wired Word resources for our class discussions this
year. We have had discussions on a wide variety of topics from physical and
psychological loss to the water shortage in South Africa to the benefits of guilt! We also
discussed the Great Commission and the Southwest pilot who safely landed her plane
with only one engine and we discussed the benefits of laughter! We never know until
Thursday what we will be discussing, but the leader chooses between two topics and
then sends out the background information on their choice, so we’re ready to discuss on
Sunday morning.
The electronic format and stand-alone lessons have worked well for our group, since
our busy class members are not always available for every discussion (or the leader is
out of town). We are still open to reading a book and discussing it, but have not found
that book recently. We have regular members that attend most weeks and we have
some that come when they like the specific topic. It is easy to add anyone to the email
list. Just let me know!
Submitted by:
Bonnie Andruszka
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SARA DAVIS STRIBLING SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 2017-2018
The Sara Davis Sunday School Class meets at 10:00 am between the two worship
services. We continue to use the adult students’ book, The Present Word, led in
alternate months by Larry Josey, Pat Harris, and Gordon Lewis.
We have eight active members, and contribute to community missions as well as the
work of the church.
We extend an invitation to all women to join us for our study of God’s word.
Submitted by:
Jane Thomas, President

SARA DAVIS STRIBLING SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018 Financial/Attendance Report
Contributions/Donations/Expenses:
Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Cards, stamps, gifts for sick class members, etc.
Seneca Presbyterian Church in Memory of Elizabeth
Eberhart
Marvin’s Kids Christmas Donation
Tamassee DAR School
Blue Ridge Elementary School After School Program
One DSS children sponsored for Christmas
Oconee Backpack Program
Total to Church Office from Sunday School Collections
Total
Average Class Attendance-- July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

$800.00
300.00
125.00
50.00
50.00
500.00
200.00
100.00
320.00
$2,445.00
428.55
$2,873.55
7

Submitted by:
Emily Land, Treasurer
Janey Turner, Secretary
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BROWN BAG AND BIBLE STUDY 2017-2018
The Brown Bag and Bible Study Group (BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the
Sara Davis Stribling Classroom. Attendees are welcome to bring their lunch. Rev.
Nancy Morris led us in our continued study of The Gospel of John. We don’t follow a
strict schedule which allows us to devote the necessary time for questions and debate.
Periodically, we choose books written by Adam Hamilton as our text. Currently, there
are 13 members who participate in our group. We invite you to attend and add your
prospective to our lively discussions.
BB&B continues to have the unique experience of being a Splash Team for Ripple of
One. This past month, we had the distinct pleasure of celebrating Patrice’s graduation
from the program. We have supported Patrice on her three - year journey to complete
the program. We hope we will be able to continue that support as she earns hours that
will allow her family to move into her “Habitat” home. We are so proud of Patrice!
We also welcomed Shantanna, our new team member, at a pizza party. We are
honored to be Shantanna’s support team as she begins her journey with Ripple of One.
Submitted by:
Becky Drew
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CONGREGATIONAL NOMINATING 2017-2018
The Congregational Nominating Committee is pleased to submit to you its nominations
for elders, deacons, and trustee for your approval at the Congregational Meeting called
by the Session for Sunday, August 28, 2017, immediately following the 10:00 am
Worship Service.
For elder, Class of 2020, the committee is nominating:
Kathy Gerner
Ann Smith
Bonnie Andruszka
Glenn McCants
For deacon, Class of 2020, the committee is nominating:
Jan Crismore
Susan Caldwell
Diana Owens
Leslie LaRoche
Chad Laxton
For trustee, Class of 2020, the committee is nominating:
Jerry Crabtree

Congregational Nominating Committee 2017-2018
Lewis Creel, Moderator
Jan Palmer, Moderator-Elect
Natalie Arnold Schwartz
Lyn Norton
Jan Crismore
Pam Hagen
Lynn Trainer
Congregational Nominating Committee 2018-2019
Jan Palmer, Chair Session
Bonnie Andruszka, Chair-Elect Session
Kelly Holleman, Diaconate
Peggy Fouts, At-large
Rodger Low, At-large
Linda Hostetler, At-large
Dan Toole, At-large
Submitted by:
Lewis Creel, Moderator
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FELLOWSHIP 2017 – 2018
The Fellowship Committee is charged with arranging for meals/refreshments for those
gatherings that require them, and to keep the kitchen supplied and in good order.
On July 9th, we celebrated Independence Day with our annual hot dog picnic. The dining
room was set up in Pastors Hall to avoid bad weather (heat/rain). Approximately 60
people attended. After the lunch, the recently hired choir director, Joseph Roenbeck, led
the group in the singing of several patriotic songs.
In August, we arranged for three of the four evening meals at the Adult Vacation Bible
School, in cooperation with the Christian Education Committee. On September 17 th we
served 52 pork BBQ sandwiches with picnic sides and cake after the outdoor worship at
the Biggerstaff Retreat Center.
The biennial Kirking of the Tartans was celebrated on October 22 nd with a catered
dinner with 77 in attendance. The entrée was Scottish deviled chicken and there was
gingerbread for dessert. A sing-along of Scottish songs was held afterwards with the
help of several of the choir members.
In November, we were once again pleased to have the Seneca H.S. Madrigal Singers
entertain us at our 3rd Wednesday potluck supper. The annual Christmas Dinner was
held on December 10th, with a catered dinner of pork tenderloin with bite-sized goodies
for dessert. After dinner, entertainment was provided by members of the Oconee
Community Theatre presenting a portion of their upcoming production.
The Shrove Tuesday/Mardi Gras Pancake Supper was held Feb 13th, with over 40 in
attendance.
As in years past, Fellowship Committee was responsible for hosting a luncheon
following one of the ecumenical Lenten worship services. On February 21st, with the
help of many individuals, we were able to serve 180 people chicken salad, fruit and
chocolate cake dessert. During Holy Week, we hosted a reception after the Monday
evening service, with cookies, cheese and fruit provided by members of the committee.
We served 30 people. The Easter Breakfast was organized and prepared by Beverly
Crabtree and her committee, with clean-up help from ours.
Potluck dinners were held in March with a report from Donna Beebe and Nan Schwartz
about their trip to the Mexican border and the “Just Coffee” program supported by PC
(USA), and in April with an informative program by a member of the Seneca Police
Department with their dog. Both events were well-attended.
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The Fellowship Committee assisted with the farewell reception after worship on April
29th for our retiring Pastor Nancy Morris. Many attended and enjoyed a lunch of hors
d’oeuvres and sandwiches, donated by various members of the church, with speciallydecorated sheet cakes for dessert. The beautiful table decorations were designed by
Joanna Redick and a special cake for Nancy was provided by Martha Mahaffee.
The potluck planned for May was cancelled due to a small number signing up. The June
supper with Stephanie Enders giving an update of Ripple of One and a tour of their
space in the lower level of our education wing was attended by only 24.
Members of the committee are Jan Crismore, Carolyn Maddox, Jan Palmer, Nancy
Ramsey and Lou Schuman.
Submitted by:
Jan Palmer, Moderator
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FINANCE 2017-2018
The fiscal year 2017/18 has been a challenging one and finance was not an exception.
The revenue received from contributions and other sources was $31,500 below
projection for the fiscal year. This was not a problem this fiscal year, because expenses
were more than $30,000 below budget. This was due primarily to Pastor Nancy’s
retirement as of April 30th.
The decline in revenue we experienced in the last fiscal year will represent a challenge
as we go forward. After careful consideration of the treasurer’s analysis of pledges
received and other expected income, a reasonable expectation of income for the
2018/19 fiscal year is $367,900. The expected expense budget received from the
moderators totaled $441,000. This was $73,100 above expected income. This request
included $10,000 for moving expenses of the interim pastor and $10,000 for estimated
expenses to be incurred in our search for a new pastor.
Session, having been informed of the gap between expected revenue and expenses,
went back to the moderators who reduced expenses by $17,900 reducing the gap to
$55,200. After much discussion, the Session agreed that expenses would remain at
$423,100 and that the gap would be met by cash reserves in the operating cash
account. It was also agreed that a concerted stewardship campaign would be held in
the spring.
What we have just discussed is our day - to - day income and expenses. Let us now
look at our balance sheet which reflects a very strong financial condition. Looking
toward the future, the Session has seen fit to establish special funds in anticipation of
future expenses relative to capital improvements and other emergencies. These special
funds are as follows:
Capital Improvement and Emergency Fund $72,200
These monies have been put aside to handle one - time expenditures relative to capital
improvements and emergencies.
HVAC Funds $77,600
We have many AC units that are over 10 years old which will eventually fail. These
monies will ensure their replacement without affecting daily operations.
Krech Mission Fund $32,700
The stated purpose of this fund is to provide small contributions to local ministries
and/or disaster relief as suggested by members of the church. You can read more
about this fund in the annual report.
Other Fund $45,000
This is the balance of the Krech bequest which has been set aside for future projects
within SPC or the local community.
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There are other funds which have been established by members over the years. The
income from these funds is distributed as was directed by the donors. These funds total
$652,800 and you can read more about these in the annual report.
As has been illustrated, we are very solid financially. Our challenge going forward is to
balance our daily expenses with our daily income.
This concludes our financial report; however, we would be remiss if we did not
recognize the people within the congregation who contribute countless hours in
supporting the financial operations of the church. Of primary importance is Treasurer
Barbara Davenport who spends untold hours maintaining the financial records. Many
churches do not have someone with this expertise who is willing to contribute the
required hours and must turn to an outside service at great expense.
Every Monday, we have a team of counters to ensure that all our contributions are
properly accounted for and deposited in the bank. They are Noel Lehner, Chuck Kellner,
Pat Harris, George Strobeck, Wayne Montague, Don Lesley, Marti Usher and Paul
LaRoche. Every Sunday someone is in the office signing checks so we can pay our
bills. They are Bob Norton, Jon Young, Don Lesley and Dan Gryder.
Last, but not least, there is the Finance Committee. They are Bob Norton, John Wilson,
Dan Gryder, Don Lesley, Jon Young, Treasurer Barbara Davenport and Paul LaRoche.
Submitted by:
Paul LaRoche, Moderator
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MISSION AND COMMUNITY CARE
July 1-December 31, 2017
In August, information concerning Presbyterian Peace Fellowship’s Gun Violence
initiative, a PCUSA-related “Hunger Action Congregation” project, and a “discernment”
outline concerning so-called “sanctuary churches”, were shared. Members were asked
to read the materials and pray for guidance about whether SPC might find ways to be
involved in any of these programs.
Of note was the report from OPSF that two of its counselors took part in free training
offered by THRIVE for participation in the SC Benefits Bank. The bank offers both
online services and over 350 physical locations statewide designed to secure funds and
services for individuals and families working to overcome poverty and to build long-term
financial stability. OPSF intends to video stories of patrons who are being helped as a
way to encourage sponsorship by Golf Tournament participants in the future. This
year’s golf tournament brought in $16,210 for OPSF.
By September, everything except the garden fencing/gate and irrigation system had
been completed. On Tuesday, Sept. 26th, at 5:45 pm, children of Ripple of One began
planting the garden with donated seeds and plants. The committee has named the
project the “Little Green Thumbs Garden.”
We discussed a potential Foothills Presbytery trip to the US/Mexican border. The Krech
Mission Fund Committee was asked to provide the $1,800 remainder. Donna Beebe
and Natalie Schwartz were eventually commissioned by the church for the trip with
Session approval.
We participated in the LRP, adding information (pictures, program descriptions, etc.)
about M&CC budgeted programs to the church website to help members and the public
better understand what SPC is doing and being. We worked to make the Garden
Project successful.
Some goals for this committee were outlined:
1. Getting to know our community and the neighborhood around our church building:
Who lives here? What needs might they have? How can we be better neighbors to
them? How can we as a church care for our immediate community and be
welcoming to the people around us?
2. Bringing understanding and strengthening the common bonds we share as
Christians, particularly Presbyterians, as well as deepening our faith. What would a
mission trip look like?
3. Maintaining, and increasing, where possible, the financial support SPC gives M&CC,
while providing more specific opportunities for personal engagement of members,
developing through pastoral and sessional leadership the kind of spiritual growth
among members that values their personal actions as much as their money, and
hosting public events that bring in local/regional governmental/social agencies to
educate both the church and community about resources that help improve their
lives.
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4. Encouraging public sessional policy statements and comments by individual
members on local social issues for which there is already substantial organized PC
(USA) interest and activity (i.e., gun violence, immigration policy, food justice issues,
fair housing initiatives, etc.)
In December, this committee endorsed the job description for the merged committee of
Mission/Outreach and moved to send it to Session for approval.
Submitted by:
Cecil Rigby, Moderator

OUTREACH
July 1-December 31, 2017
Outreach did not meet during the summer of 2017. When we resumed our
responsibilities in the fall, we discovered the there was a significant overlapping of ideas
and tasks with Mission and Community Care. In order to make this situation less
complicated so that SPC could better respond to our community’s needs, Outreach and
Mission and Community Care merged.
During 2017, Outreach had two projects. The town of Walhalla was in desperate need
of a canine unit and the cost of this was significant. Outreach felt that a donation for the
purchase and training of the dog and its handler was certainly a worthy cause. To that
end, a donation of $1,000.00 was made to help with the cost.
With another school year starting up, Outreach sponsored a church - wide SUPPLIES NEEDED event. Our church more than exceeded our expectations as we delivered a
van load of notebooks, book bags, crayons, hand sanitizer, Kleenex, folders, markers,
and scissors to Northside Elementary. SPC once again graciously donated food items
for the children to enjoy while completing state testing.
Our normal Christmas community outreach involves handing out hot chocolate and
cookies to anyone who is watching the parade. We served so many citizens that we
actually ran out of food. The whole town of Seneca knows SPC has the best cooks! Our
church members made dozens of cookies and what appeared to be a tremendous
amount of cookies soon gave out.
There will be exciting new projects as we begin our fiscal year under the leadership of
Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith as co-moderators of Mission/Outreach.

Submitted by:
Marti Usher, Moderator
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MISSION/OUTREACH
January 1-June 30, 2018
The decision was made to combine the Mission and Community Care Committee with
the Outreach Committee late in 2017, since both committees had the same goals and
purposes. The new Mission/Outreach Committee began its work in January, 2018.
"The Mission/Outreach Committee's purpose is to organize and coordinate, to
document and publicize, the serving and helping work of SPC in our community and the
larger world, and to extend a welcome and an invitation to discipleship to the larger
community of Oconee County."
To that end, this committee budgets for regular benevolences (United Benevolence,
Golden Corner Ministries, OPSF, Our Daily Rest, PCUSA Theological Fund, Good Sam
Fund, Ripple of One, Ride to Work, and Frontera de Christo). We support our
missionaries in budgeting and in disseminating information. This committee oversees
the collection of four major offerings during the year: One Great Hour of Sharing (this
offering provides relief to those affected by disasters, food for the hungry and support
toward the self - development of poor and oppressed communities - $3,020.00 collected
at Easter); the Mother's Day offering (which supports families living in Presbyterian
homes if they run out of funds - $1,227.00 collected this May); a Thornwell collection in
the fall; the Christmas Joy offering which supports the assistance program of the Board
of Pensions and also racial ethnic education at Presbyterian - related schools and
colleges.
We support local ministries and community leaders, and reach out to invite people to
visit SPC and share the good news of Jesus Christ. All church advertising comes out of
the M/O budget.
A special on-going project is the work of the Garden Committee, which is a subcommittee of the M/O Committee. A report from "The Little Green Thumbs Garden"
follows this M/O report.
We have a list of volunteers who pick-up food from grocery stores (many doing this on a
weekly basis!) and bread from a truck at Big Lots to bring to our food pantry and who
volunteer at the pantry itself. This May, a group of volunteers with pickup trucks
transported food (18,500 pounds!!!!) from Post Offices to the food pantry. The
"gophers" provide transportation for church members and the community to doctor
appointments. From July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018, the "gophers" travelled 1,353 miles,
answering 44 calls for assistance. Since its inception on September 23, 1996, the
"gophers" have driven 89,293 miles with 2008 assistance calls answered!!! Also, during
the first six months of 2018, a group of volunteers provided 28 birthday cakes for the
United Way's Friends of Family children.
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Another group of volunteers delivers Meals on Wheels to the community, with a Monday
and a Tuesday route. Our "fifth Sunday" peanut butter collection provides over 100
pounds of much-needed peanut butter for the food pantry.
Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund has continued to serve the community, helping
those threatened with eviction or power cut-off. From June 30, 2017 to July 1, 2018,
OPSF helped 638 families with $89,682.67. Since its beginnings in 1982, OPSF has
written 21,253 assistance checks for a total granted of $1,715,299.37!!!
Beginning in January, this committee was in charge of the Souper Bowl offering, with
the Children's Sunday School holding the "pots" at the doors. $1,336.75 was collected
for the Backpack Program through this offering, providing a total of 8 backpacks ($160
each) and exceeding our goal of six. A collection of cold weather items for the homeless
produced 20 - 26 bags of cold medicine, socks, gloves, scarves and blankets.
A program about Donna Beebe/Natalie Schwartz's mission trip to the border was held
on March 21st, and the decision was made to begin selling Frontera de Christo coffee in
the fall to benefit the coffee growers on the border. A birthday card program was begun
for residents of Lakeview Assisted Living, and a sewing machine and kit donated to Our
Daily Rest by Carolyn Maddox.
A collection was held to enable children from SOAR to attend a field trip to the
Greenville Children's Museum. The cost for each child was $10, and $685 was
collected. A composting container was placed in the kitchen, and Ellen Hotz submitted
an article about composting to the newsletter after presenting a program to the Ripple of
One children.
Richard and Susan Caldwell hosted a trip to Thornwell Children's Home. Fourteen
people toured the campus, heard stories from alumni, and gave the school donated
items from our congregation.
Our support of Our Daily Rest has enabled them to keep the shelter full and with 90% of
residents finding work within two weeks of admission. Many have reentered selfsufficiency and your help made it possible. Across the street from ODR, Our Daily
Bread serves lunches to as many as 100 people each day. Carolyn Maddox (Monday)
and Beverly Crabtree (Friday) serve as Day Captains and “our” Friday team contains a
long list of volunteers. Our church members served Sabbath lunches at the soup
kitchen in October and February.
The 18th annual yard sale was held May 26th, with many volunteers helping the week
before as well as the day of the sale. This is always a special event for the community,
as they look forward to it all year (or so we're told!). Over $4,500 was raised which was
given to the Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund. Many church members volunteer in
other community areas such as Habitat, the hospital, schools, and the Bookmobile.
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This committee is dedicated to the mission work of SPC, and we thank each member
for their desire to further the teachings of Jesus in our community.
Members of the Mission/Outreach Committee are Carolyn Maddox, Donna Absher,
Susan Caldwell, Ellen Hotz, Lucy Murr, Brenda Thomson, Marti Usher, Margaret
Trainer, Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith.
Submitted by:
Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith, Co-Moderators
THE LITTLE GREEN THUMBS GARDEN
In the spring of 2017, the Mission and Community Care Committee envisioned a
vegetable garden on the church property as a means of helping families in our
community. Under the leadership of Cecil Rigby and with the help of numerous experts,
financial support from the church, and strong muscles of our members, three raised bed
gardens were constructed, filled, and surrounded by gravel. Paul LaRoche cut wood for
the posts and fence and Larry Marett added the deer fence, a bluebird house, and
fanciful trellises. The garden was ready!
The committee invited the elementary children of Ripple of One to be partners in
planting, caring for, and harvesting the garden. Garden Committee members met with
the children a couple of early evenings each month. The children planted fall and spring
crops, with a bountiful harvest of lettuce, turnips, radishes, peas, carrots, beets, and
cherry tomatoes. Beans, cucumbers, watermelon, and pumpkins are anticipated soon!
The children were all smiles as they shared the vegetables with their families. The
children also participated in lessons on insects in the garden, beekeeping, and making
compost. We are so excited to continue this "hands on" work that connects the children
to God's amazing creation and fosters such wonderful relationships with the Ripple of
One families!
Members of "The Little Green Thumbs Garden" Committee are Ken and Bonnie
Andruszka, Paul and Lesley LaRoche, Richard and Susan Caldwell, Becky Drew, Judy
Whitehead, Chellye Pomeroy, Larry Marret and Ellen Hotz.
Submitted by:
Susan Caldwell
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STEWARDSHIP 2017 – 2018

With Seneca Presbyterian Church running on a July 1st through June 30th fiscal year,
this year's Stewardship season was at a time when we had no minister. Therefore, the
Stewardship Committee for 2018-2019 decided that it would be conducted with a letter
campaign asking for pledges. It was pointed out that this will be a very unique period
for our church, and pledging will help us to plan a budget going forward as we seek our
next pastor. While somewhat expected, there was a disappointment with pledges
received thus far. We will need to make pledging a priority in the upcoming year. This
is illustrated on the chart below.
Since the timing does not allow for final numbers, we will present what we have through
July.

2018-2019

Total Pledges 84

Amount Pledged

$289,652

$3,448 Avg.

2017-2018

Total Pledges 87

Amount Pledged

$302,856

$3,481 Avg.

2016-2017

Total Pledges 106 Amount Pledged

$341,440

$3,221 Avg.

We would encourage anyone who has not pledged to do so as we strive to move
forward as a congregation serving our Lord and our community.

Submitted by:
Louis Holleman, Moderator
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WORSHIP 2017 - 2018
Pastor Search
For the Worship Committee, the most significant development of 2017 and 2018
impacting worship activities of the church was the retirement of Pastor Nancy Morris.
Having announced her intention to retire early in the New Year, we had two months to
prepare and organize for the transition. We also had time to organize celebrations of
Nancy’s leadership, ending with a combined service on April 29, 2018, followed by a
well-attended retirement luncheon in Pastors Hall.
Session acted quickly to establish a Transition Team to locate and hire an interim
pastor. We were advised by Gordon Raynal of the Foothills Presbytery that an interim
pastor would occupy our pulpit for 12 to 18 months during the search for a permanent
pastor.
From mid-April through the end of July, we have been able to schedule preachers from
the Presbytery’s Pulpit Supply list. We are extremely grateful for the eleven individuals
who have delivered our weekly message at both the 9:00 am and 11:00 am services.
Speakers have included “our own” Richard Caldwell and George Harper. The
congregation was also delighted by the return of seminarian Alexandra Mauney, who
had substituted earlier in the year. (She will graduate from seminary in 2019, and we
are pleased to have participated in this part of her training.) Christy Owen Brown,
“daughter” of Seneca Presbyterian Church, is scheduled to speak in July. Substitutes
receive a $200 honorarium, plus travel reimbursement. Our guests have come from as
far as Flat Rock, North Carolina, and Spartanburg, South Carolina. While missing our
dedicated pastor, we have enjoyed the opportunity to hear a variety of voices.
The Worship Committee is particularly grateful to our liturgists for providing leadership
during these services. Helen Kelly headed the team and organized preparation of the
bulletin and the order of worship. In addition, we appreciate the assistance of the
deacons in hosting our guests for lunch following the services. Through the efforts of
many, our regular Sunday service presentation has continued without interruption
during this leaderless transition, which we have referred to as the “interim before the
interim” period.
The process of interim selection has now been completed, with Reverend Mike Shelton
having been appointed. He comes to us from Summerville Presbyterian Church, and is
transitioning towards retirement as he and his wife build a retirement home in Black
Mountain, North Carolina. Mike will begin his interim duties on August 1, 2018, and will
preach his first sermon on August 12th.
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Music Director and the Music Program
In September, 2017, Carla Padgett joined us as “Director of Music”. Carla had
previously served as the organist at the Pickens Presbyterian Church. In addition, she is
the founder and director of the Pickens Concert Choir, which presents three annual
concerts. Carla has an extensive network of musician and singer colleagues. In her year
with us, she has invited guests to supplement our choir personnel for critical
performances. This has been especially helpful in instances in which special music has
been performed by the band, the chancel choir and the bell choir.
Choir
The choir roster has grown with the addition of three new members. Attempts to locate
Clemson University students to sing in SATB sections as paid “choral scholars” were
unsuccessful this year, but funds remain available and we will seek candidates for
2018-2019.
Our choir, though small, remains dedicated. However, our choir members, like our
congregation, are frequent travelers, so it is uncommon to have full attendance.
Sopranos are Brenda DeHay, Ashley Carlson and Nancy Clayton. Altos are Pam
Hagen, Jan Palmer and Olga Kritskaya. Chet Palmer is our one tenor, and basses are
Glenn McCants, Steve Jones, Gary Owens and Mike Bridgwood. The choir will break
for the summer months from June to August, but individual choir members are
participating in solo, duet and trio performances. New to our music offering was a
performance of the English horn by Mike Bridgwood.
A surplus in the worship committee budget for 2017-2018 has been used to purchase
sheet music through Easter, 2019.
Band
The membership of the band has also grown with the addition of new singers. A new
portable electronic keyboard purchased by the Worship Committee to replace the choir
room piano is also used by the band for the 9:00 am service.
Carla has identified two operational issues for the early service needing improvement.
To address manpower fluctuations, she has been restructuring the band as a group
performance as opposed to a lead singer with backup. In this format, the vocalists sing
as an ensemble, but all singers have an opportunity to lead. She has also worked to
improve accuracy of projected song lyrics to enable greater congregational participation
in singing.
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Bell Choir
For better access, the handbells have been brought down from the balcony, and a
permanent practice space has been set up in the choir room. For performance, the
Worship Committee purchased lightweight folding tables for temporary set up on the
floor space in front of the pulpit allowing the ringers to be seen. The congregation has
expressed approval for this change.
Worship Services and Events
The 2016-2017 church year had ended with the 100th anniversary celebration of the
sanctuary of Seneca Presbyterian Church. Special services resumed in September with
the annual Outdoor Service and picnic held on the shore of Lake Keowee at the
Biggerstaff Retreat Center. The Kirking of the Tartans followed in October. This is an
event that is held just every other year. The services of Advent, Christmas, Lent and
Easter have followed the pattern of previous years. The year concluded with the
retirement of Pastor Nancy Morris, and the period of substitute pastors referred to as
the “interim before the interim”.
The following is a listing of special format services that were held between July, 2017
and June, 2018.
September 2017:
September 17: Outdoor Service at Biggerstaff Retreat. This was a combined service
held at 10:30 am in the gazebo with a barbeque lunch following. Biggerstaff Retreat has
a lakeside amphitheater, a small building for kids’ activities, and a large all-weather
gazebo. We were blessed with beautiful weather for this event.
October 2017:
October 1: World Communion Sunday. Communion by intinction at both services which
allows congregants to sample breads of the world that are provided by the Communion
Committee.
October 22: Kirking of the Tartans. This service, held every other year, features a
bagpiper and a parade of Tartans. The luncheon in Pastors Hall was attended by 175
people.
November 2017:
November 5: All Saints Day. This is observed with a small service of memorial which
takes place in the Memorial Garden.
December 2017:
December 10: Special music Sunday. This featured choral selections from Benjamin
Britten’s “A Carol of Christmas”.
December 20: Quiet Christmas. A brief but emotional service for a small group for
whom Christmas can be a lonely or sorrowful season.
Sunday, December 24: The Christmas Eve Family Service at 5:00 pm. features the
Children’s Christmas Pageant.
December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 8:00 pm. A Service of Lessons and
Carols.
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January 2018:
Sunday, January 7: Ordination and Installation of Officers. Combined Service at 10:30
am.
February 2018:
Wednesday, February 21: Noontime community Lenten Service and luncheon.
Attendance for luncheon was approximately 180. This is routinely a well-attended
service.
March 2018:
March 25: Palm Sunday. A costumed children’s Palm Pageant was performed at the
beginning of the service portraying the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. In addition to our
member children, several visiting children took part.
Ash Wednesday was not held in 2018
Tuesday, March 27 at 7:00 pm: SPC hosted the Oconee County Presbyterian Holy
Week service. The hosting day rotates each year.
April 2018:
April 1: Easter Sunrise Service Combined Service at 6:30 am. Several members of New
Harmony Church choir sang at this outdoor service. As in past years, breakfast was
prepared and served by Beverly and Jerry Crabtree and crew, and the service and meal
were attended by about 50 people.
April 1: 9:00 am Easter Service
April 1: 11:00 am Easter Service
Sunday, April 15: Final preaching Sunday for Reverend Nancy Morris. Communion by
intinction was held at both services to allow Nancy Morris the opportunity to serve
communion to all on one last occasion.
Sunday, April 29: Nancy Morris’ final day as pastor of SPC. This was a Combined
Service held at 10:30 am, followed by a farewell lunch in Pastors Hall. “Fancy
sandwiches” and cake were prepared by members of the congregation and a
commemorative photo presentation was shown.
May 2018:
Sundays in May initiated the cycle of guest preachers for the “interim before the interim”
period.
Sunday May 6: Guest preacher Alexandra Mauney, seminarian. Communion was not
served.
Sunday, May 13: Guest preacher Joseph Gaston, Chaplain of Foothills Retirement
Community.
Sunday, May 20: Guest Preacher George Harper, retired. Stewardship Sunday.
Sunday, May 27: Guest Preacher Tom Ritchie, retired.
June 2018:
Sunday, June3: Guest preacher Beth Templeton. Communion was served.
Sunday, June 10: Guest preacher Debbie Foster, Foothills Presbytery.
Sunday, June 17: Guest preacher Bill Lancaster.
Sunday, June 24: Guest preacher Bill Lancaster.
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Budget
The 2017- 2018 budget request of $9,175.00 is similar to the previous year in most
categories. The finalized budget for 2016- 2017 was $8,169.00. The Worship
Committee budget pays for worship supplies, instrument maintenance, licensed-use
copyright materials, sheet music for choirs, and payments for personnel substitutes.
This year, we have requested an additional $1,000.00 for performance expense. These
funds will be used to pay professional musicians to assist with special events. In
particular, the Christmas Cantata (“Stars of Glory” by Tom Fettke) scheduled for
Sunday, December 16th, calls for additional instruments. The budget is pending the
approval of Session and the congregation.
Challenges and opportunities
As in previous years, the greatest worship challenge is created by fluctuating choir and
band attendance. Our volunteer church musicians (predominantly retirees) enjoy
frequent absences due to travel opportunities. Fortunately, music director Carla Padgett
has succeeded in bringing visiting singers and instrumentalists to assist with specific
performances. Bell choir in particular has benefited from outside volunteers willing to
attend rehearsals for an extended time period.
Worship Committee is organizing the production of new magnetic nametags to replace
our hanging paper tags. We welcome this upgrade which will coincide with the arrival of
Interim Pastor Mike Shelton. We look forward to enjoying new challenges under his
leadership.
Members of the Worship Committee are Peggy Fouts, Helen Kelly, Barbara Davenport,
Jan Crismore, Jane Thomas, Maria Leitner, Carla Padgett (music director), Alicia
Rannou and Kelly Holleman (adjunct) and Nancy Clayton.

Submitted by:
Nancy Clayton, Moderator
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PASTORAL NOMINATING
After Reverend Nancy Morris retired at the end of April, our Congregational Nominating
Committee presented a list of names to serve on the Pastoral Nominating Committee.
They were approved by a vote of the congregation. Those agreeing to serve and
approved by that vote were:
Michele Creel, Secretary
Joan Krech
Natalie Schwartz
Bob Norton
Brenda Thomson
Don Lesley
Louis Holleman, Moderator
Work has begun in connection with the Presbytery to find the next pastor for Seneca
Presbyterian Church. Please keep this committee in your prayers.

Submitted by:
Louis Holleman, Moderator
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TRANSITION TEAM
Following the announcement by Nancy Morris of her intention to retire as pastor of
Seneca Presbyterian Church, a called meeting of the Session was held on February 5,
2018 with Gordon Raynal and Debbie Foster. As representatives of the Foothills
Presbytery, they presented an overview of the pastor search process.
Because a pastor is called by the congregation, a congregational meeting was held to
make a formal motion to dissolve the pastoral relationship with Nancy Morris, effective
April 30th. Having received her letter of resignation, approval of this motion gave the
Foothills Presbytery and the Session of Seneca Presbyterian Church authorization to
initiate a search process.
The search for a new permanent pastor is conducted by a Pastor Nominating
Committee and typically takes 12 to 18 months. The duration of this search period is
called the “interim”. For the duration of the interim period, a temporary pastor is hired.
To this end, a “Transition Team” (Jim Kenworthy, Nancy Clayton and Tim Moon) was
appointed by the Session for the limited purpose of locating a temporary pastor. Names
of approved candidates were provided by the Presbytery. Typically, candidates are
retired pastors seeking temporary opportunities, though some younger pastors may
seek interim positions to gain job experience.
Our Transition Team conducted seven screening interviews by telephone, and five
candidates were invited to the church for follow-up interviews. Of these, two were retired
pastors with considerable interim experience. One was a retired medical doctor who
had become a minister as a second career and appreciated the variety of interim
assignments. The fourth was an associate pastor for youth seeking a broader pastoral
experience in preparation for leadership of a church. Our fifth candidate was seeking a
transition towards retirement. We enjoyed discovering the strengths that these
individuals might bring to our church, and felt that each would be qualified to lead, but
we also sought a “good fit” of personality and background. We followed the advice of
Gordon Ramsey of Presbytery to take our time searching.
Foothills Presbytery maintains a lengthy list of retired pastors available for Pulpit
Supply, and Nancy Clayton (Worship Committee Moderator) has gratefully recruited
nine individuals to preach from May through July. Our Liturgist Team has been very
helpful in leading worship at both 9:00 am and 11:00 am services. Additionally, the
deacons have organized lunch hosts for our visitors. (A list of Pulpit Supply pastors and
weekly liturgists is attached to this report). Helen Kelly has contacted visitors for
preparation of the bulletin and Order of Worship. We can feel proud of the teamwork
that has enabled us to continue our services and offer hospitality while seeking an
interim pastor.
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This past Sunday, July 1, 2018, the Transition Team announced the selection and hiring
of Reverend William “Mike” Shelton of Summerville Presbyterian Church in Summerville
SC, as interim pastor. He will begin his position with us on August 1, 2018, with his first
preaching Sunday on August 12, 2018. Once the committee had made a selection, a
contract was drawn up and approved by the Session. The contract was then reviewed
and approved by the Commission on Ministry of the Foothills Presbytery. Finally, our
candidate, who is a member of the Atlantic Coast Presbytery, was interviewed for
admittance to the Foothills Presbytery.
We feel that Mike Shelton will be a very good fit with our congregation. He has an
energetic and easy personality. He has been the pastor at the 750 member Summerville
Presbyterian for 15 years, having also held positions in Texas, Virginia and North
Carolina. He is married, with grown children, and he and his wife will begin construction
of a retirement home in Black Mountain, North Carolina during his interim stay in
Seneca.
This concludes the work of the Transition Team.
Submitted by:
Nancy Clayton
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THE DIACONATE 2017-2018
The mission of the Diaconate is the care and welfare of our members, regular
attendees, and visitors. This is accomplished through the following programs:
Young Adults, Friends in Faith, At - Home Communion, Students, Health and Wellness,
Volunteers, Membership Committee, and Greeting Cards.
The deacons continue to function successfully with co-moderators. This year both
moderators, as members of the Pastoral Care Team, have encouraged all deacons to
be the "eyes and ears" of the congregation. Since our minister's retirement, we have
been asked to assist in making the committee aware of those members who need our
prayers and who need comfort visits until an interim minister has been hired. We know it
is especially important to demonstrate SPC's hospitality to all visitors during this interim
period.
Submitted by:
Rebecca Drew, Dian Yanessa, Co-Moderators
Young Adults/ Young Family Ministry: In our second year of development, the young
adults and young families ministry has grown, providing opportunities to foster the future
of the church through fellowship and by building relationships. This fellowship ministry,
under the guidance of the Diaconate, has reached out to the young adults and young
families at SPC and gathered them together for events with and without children,
including a bowling outing and a cookout. The group meets once a month and
alternates between child-free events and family events with child care being provided at
the church for those events. Our current focus is growing fellowship within this group,
with the potential for Christian education and service events in the future as this group
grows. Members of this committee are Chad Laxton, Alicia Rannou, Ashley Carlson and
Natalie Schwartz.
We look forward to sharing more with the congregation as this project continues to
develop and grow.
Submitted by:
Natalie Schwartz, Chair
Friends in Faith: The Friends in Faith Committee currently has 42 Shepherds
administering to 248 people in our congregation. This entails sending cards on special
occasions, making phone calls and paying visits to keep up with their lives and help in
any way we can. This year, we have seen a shift of numbers through deaths and
moves. This also affected our Shepherd base, but we are fortunate to have people
volunteer to fill in those empty spaces and become new Shepherds and ‘old’ Shepherds
agreeing to take more families and thus more responsibility. So, I thank you all for your
commitment in taking care of our SPC family.
Submitted by:
Dian Yanessa, Chair
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At - Home Communion: In January, 2014, we began serving at-home communion on
the 1st Sunday of each month. This is done by teams of currently - serving elders and
deacons. Each team has one elder and one deacon. The currently - serving officers
sign up for three opportunities to take communion to the homes each year. The teams
take juice and bread from the communion table on Sunday morning and go out to the
homes to serve those who cannot come to church, as well as family and friends that
may be present at the home. The families served have been so grateful to receive the
greetings of our church, participate in communion and be connected to our church
family this way. The elders and deacons always come back feeling that they benefited
even more!
Between April, 2017, and the end of the year, twenty members of our church were
served at-home communion. Nancy Morris and Kelly Holleman (chairman in 2017)
agreed to call it at-home communion to avoid the somewhat negative connotation of
having to be a shut-in to receive the Sacrament. Communion has been served
approximately 20 times between January 1, 2018 and the end of June. We did not offer
at-home communion in April (Easter Sunday) nor May (no ordained pastor that
Sunday). We encourage members to contact Susan or the deacons if you or a Friend in
Faith desires communion on the first Sunday of the month.
Submitted by:
Kelly Holleman, Chair (2017)
Susan Caldwell, Chair (2018)
Students: The deacons provided one meal for the Clemson students on September
10th, 2017. They are always very appreciative of their meal and loved the desserts!
Submitted by:
Elizabeth Long, Chair (2017)
The deacons provided BBQ, cole slaw, green beans, and baked beans on April 25th,
2018. We also had sweets made by the ladies. There were about twenty students in
attendance.
Submitted by:
Chad Laxton, Chair (2018)
Health and Wellness: The Health and Wellness Committee continued with an active
schedule in the latter half of 2017. There were four well - attended programs in July,
September, October and November. Prior to the 2017 eclipse on July 30 th, we had a
light luncheon and program by Don Liebenberg on his eclipse experiences and eye
safety during an eclipse. Then, on September 21st, we had our first “repeat” Live and
Learn inviting Lynne Dee Barth back to join Donna Beebe, LSW and Ernie Lombard,
RN, in Transitioning-part 2 to discuss changes in living situations as we age, whether
that is adapting your home or moving to a smaller home or continuing care retirement
community.
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On Halloween, the Parkinson’s Society provided a program and a “kick-off” for SPC
providing a meeting space for a monthly Parkinson’s support group. Our final program
for the year was Financial Safety: Avoiding Scams provided by Amanda Tinsley, an
Oconee County Sheriff. She provided a very useful program on preventing internet and
phone scams after a light luncheon.
Parish Nurse Ernie Lombard saw many members through office visits, hospital and care
visits. His presence in our congregation continues to be a vital ministry and godsend to
many as they face changes in their health. Committee members were Nancy Morris,
Ernie Lombard, George Strobeck, Donna Beebe, Nancy Wilson, Jerry Fouts, and
Bonnie Andruszka.
Submitted by:
Bonnie Andruszka, Chair (2017)
Beginning in January, 2018, the Health and Wellness Committee consisted of team
members Lesley LaRoche/Chair, Donna Beebe, Jerry Fouts, Ernie Lombard/Parish
Nurse, Lavonne Moon, Nancy Wilson, George Strobeck and Nancy Morris, Pastor (who
was with us through April).
It was decided that to better serve the congregation in choosing health and wellness
programs for the future, it would be advantageous to prepare a survey and ask the
congregation to complete the survey and offer any comments or suggestions. The
congregation responded with helpful suggestions to guide the committee.
Since balance and exercise were the top suggested topics on the survey, we invited
Bonnie Lamarand, a licensed physical therapist, to Barron Hall to demonstrate Taiji.
This was well received and Taiji (gentle tai chi) is now being instructed two Thursdays a
month.
With the support and guidance of our invaluable Parish Nurse Ernie, the H&W team
decided to address the importance of the AED defibrillator to our church members. First,
the currently owned defibrillator was moved to a wall cabinet in Knohl hall where it is
now accessible. Ernie then provided walk-through valuable instructions of the AED to
interested members after both Sunday services.
It was then suggested that another AED be purchased for Barron Hall. A letter of
request was submitted to the Byrd Fund for monies for the purchase. It was granted and
then approved by Session. The unit was purchased, installed and ready for use. Both of
the AED units are monitored and maintained by Ernie.
Nancy Morris had asked the Health and Wellness team to address the progress of
updating the SPC Congregational Support Emergency Forms. Do members that want to
have a form have one? Do forms have current information? To answer these concerns,
H&W composed a letter to the Shepherds asking for their help by contacting their
friends-in-faith. A copy of the form was attached for their use if needed.
The Health and Wellness committee now maintains a shelf in the SPC Library which
has articles that focus on healthy living. Some examples are the Mayo Clinic Health
Letters, Church Health Reader, Next Avenue articles and hand-outs from Silver
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Sneakers and AARP. Ernie peruses much of the information for accuracy and
readability.
In June, the H&W team decided to have some fun (great for mental health) and planned
a “No Reason, Just Because Ice Cream Social”. With the help of the deacons, we
planned, prepared and enjoyed good old-fashioned fellowship with a scoop of ice cream
added.
Without a doubt none of these past 6 months would have been successful without the
guidance and support of our Parish Nurse Ernie. He is the back bone of our committee.
His knowledge, kindness and positive attitude is what keeps us motivated. Members of
this committee are Lesley LaRoche, Nancy Wilson, Lavonne Moon, and Charlotte
McDonald.
Submitted by:
Lesley LaRoche, Chair (2018)
Volunteers: The volunteer committee collects and reviews the “Volunteer Ministries
Survey” completed by new members. The contact information for the new member is
then passed on to the chairperson of the committee in which they have shown interest.
That committee chairperson, in turn, contacts the new member to arrange for
involvement in their activity or committee. We also work with committee chairs, who
contact us directly, by providing names of members who may have indicated interest in
their areas of service. Committee members in 2017 were Alicia Rannou, Chair, Carla
Honea and Kelly Holleman. Committee members (2018) are Jan Crismore, Becky Drew
and Kelly Holleman.
Submitted by:
Jan Crismore, Chair (2018)
Membership Committee: In November, 2017, four new members were received into
the church: Don and Chellye Pomeroy and Chip and DeeDee White. An Inquirers Class
was held in January, 2018, and six people were brought into membership: Trey and
Donna Absher; Thomas and Ashley Carlson; Robert Collins and Julie Perkins. These
new members were introduced to the congregation in April.
We continue to have visitors and anticipate an Inquirers Class in the fall of 2018.
Committee members are Vicki Andy, Carla Honea, Becky Hetherington and Diana
Owens.
Submitted by:
Vicki Andy, Chair
Greeting Cards: Each month at the deacons' meeting, greeting cards are passed
around for all the deacons to sign. Notes of encouragement and love are added and the
cards are sent out to 20 - 25 church members who are on the concerns list, in assisted
living, or are caregivers. These cards are a reminder that the congregation, and
especially the deacons, are praying for our members.
Submitted by:
Susan Caldwell, Chair
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 2017 - 2018
Presbyterian Women is a church-wide organization with the following stated purposes:
“Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves:





to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study;
to support the mission of the church worldwide;
to work for justice and peace;
to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the
Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.”

Membership in PW is open to all women of the church. We currently have two circles
that meet monthly for Bible Study. The circle members contribute financially to the PW
Council budget as well as to their own chosen causes. While these women whose
participation is ongoing with the circles are our core group, we continue to invite all
women to participate in any of the activities that we sponsor. We appreciate and
welcome all the support they have given us this past year and encourage continued and
more involved participation.
PW determines its own leadership programs, budget and missions. The PW Council
met four times this year to make plans for women’s activities and to plan for financial
support of various local and national denominational causes.
Officers for PW Association May 2017-May 2018





Moderator: Joanna Redick
Secretary/Historian: Ann Smith
Treasurer: Brenda Thomson
Circle Chairs: Lou Schuman and Kathy Gerner

Committee Chairs:
 Social Activities: Carolyn Maddox
 Together in Service: Donna Montague
Elected as moderator for the new year May 2018 – May 2019 is Dee Dee White. All
other officers are continuing in previously elected positions on PW Council.
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Some activities by PW 2017-2018
















Annual PW Thank Offering: This annual offering supports women, children and
youth throughout the world. Our congregation supported the mission with us
through financial contributions.
Christmas Workshop November 4th in Pastors Hall: Led by Donna Montague,
Christmas gifts for local assisted living facilities were wrapped and clothing items
were collected for helping hands. A time of fellowship and lunch prepared by
Carolyn Maddox was enjoyed by all.
New Member Reception February 25th in Pastors Hall: PW, along with this
church congregation, welcomed 14 adults as new members to Seneca
Presbyterian Church, as well as four children. Refreshments and a time of
fellowship were enjoyed between the 9am and 11am services.
9th Annual Women’s Retreat March 16th and 17th at Asbury Hills: Rev. Ashley
Cox led our group in the retreat-themed “Rooted in Love”. Thanks to Brenda
Thomson for planning our retreat.
PW Birthday Celebration June 10th: The history of PW annual Birthday and
offering was presented in a minute for mission at both services. Refreshments
were served following each service as our congregation joined us in our
celebration and support of the Birthday Offering.
Operation Love is ongoing in providing support and comfort when a member of
our church family passes away. PW sponsored and organized six memorial
receptions during this year.
SPC Knitters/Crocheters have remained active during this year. Afghans, shawls,
lap robes, infant hats, teddy bears, sweaters and small blankets are a few of the
items that were made and delivered to various nursing homes, hospitals and
organizations this past year.
Purchase of tablecloths for Pastors Hall.

As outgoing moderator, I would like to thank the women of PW for their tireless
dedication to our goals and missions and to this congregation for their support when any
need arose. Together, PW continues to thrive.

Submitted by:
Joanna Redick, Moderator
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN TREASURER’S REPORT July 2017-June 2018
BANK BALANCE AS OF JULY 1, 2017

$1,745.56

RECEIPTS:
Circle Pledges
Circle 2
Circle 6
Study Books
Thank Offering
Least Coin
Birthday Offering
Murray Family Donation
Savings Account
Circle 1
Circle 2
Interest

$574.27
$796.27
$234.00
$237.00
$ 28.63
$131.70
$100.00
$392.24
$652.54
$330.00
$ 1.05

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$3,477.70

DISBURSEMENTS:
Mission Contributions
Golden Corner Food Bank
OPSF
Our Daily Bread
Our Daily Rest
Ripple of One
SPC Knitters
Wilderness Way Girls Camp
Foothills Presbyterian Women
Support
Birthday Offering
Least Coin
Thank Offering
SPC Retreat
Christmas Workshop
Study Books
Tablecloths
Moderator's Gift
Circle 1
Thank Offering
DSS Christmas
Circle 2
Circle 6
Circle 2
Golden Corner Food Bank
Thornwell (Berkele Cottage)
Elizabeth Eberhart Memorial

$160.00
$300.00
$100.00
$150.00
$200.00
$ 75.00
$150.00
$ 70.00
$226.70
$ 53.63
$237.00
$168.00
$105.82
$407.00
$150.93
$ 50.00
$ 57.00
$ 85.00
$255.27
$255.27
$130.00
$160.00
$ 40.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

$3,586.62

BANK BALANCE AS OF JUNE 30, 2018

$1,636.64
Submitted by:
Brenda Thomson, Treasurer
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CIRCLE ONE 2017-2018
The first meeting of Circle One for the year 2017-2018 was cancelled due to Hurricane
Irma. This may have been an omen for this circle. We met three more times in 2017,
studying and discussing Horizons Bible Study "Cloud of Witnesses." During this time,
we also collected items for Helping Hands and discussed how to encourage
participation in PW. Our biggest topic of discussion, however, was whether or not to
continue as a circle to the recent loss of so many of our members due to death and
moves, specifically, Nancy Buse, Joan Lacy, Lois Ardelean, Phyl May, Barb Patterson,
Joan Erdman, and Margot Holmquist. It was felt we could no longer adequately hold a
meaningful Bible study with so few members remaining.
On Monday, January 15, 2018, the decision was reluctantly made to disband Circle
One. Remaining members were invited and encouraged to join one of the other circles,
and at least to incorporate some form of Bible study in their daily routines.
The Treasury held $510.54, so with the advice from Treasurer Lesley LaRoche, it was
decided to split that amount evenly ($255.27) between Circles Two and Six.

Submitted by:
Ann Smith, Chair
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CIRCLE TWO 2017-2018
Circle Two met on the first Tuesday of the month September through May, at 10:15 am
in the church library, studying Horizons Bible Study “Cloud of Witnesses”. Pat Harris
has continued as our talented Bible Study leader. We had 10 active members.
Circle members contributed to Seneca Presbyterian Women, Berkele Cottage at
Thornwell Children’s Home, Golden Corner Food Bank’s Brown Bags for Seniors, Least
Coin, the fall Thank Offering, the spring PW Birthday Celebration and SPW’s Days for
Girls.
We lost special member Elizabeth Eberhart in 2017 and gave a donation in her memory
to Seneca PW.
In January, 2018, Circle One dissolved, sharing their treasury balance between Circle
Two and Circle Six. These funds were ultimately donated to SPW in honor of the Circle
One members.
Circle members participated in the Christmas Workshop, contributed to and assisted
with the New Member Reception, assisted with the Lenten Luncheon, contributed to the
Holy Week Reception and participated in the PW Birthday Celebration.
Our Operation Love responsibilities were the Memorial Receptions for Bob Murray and
Cal Reinking and providing additional foods or assistance for others, as necessary. A
generous thank you from Bob Murray’s family allowed us to share with PW and make a
donation in his memory to “When Life Sucks”, a veterans’ organization.
Greeting cards were sent to all, and Christmas treats presented to our local special
members.
We all enjoy this group studying and working together and welcome interested new
members.
Submitted by:
Lou Schuman, Chair
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CIRCLE TWO
2017-2018 Treasurer’s Report
Food
Pantry
20
15
15
10
10
20
15

PW Budget
Sept
145
Oct
Nov
10
Dec
65
Jan
10
Feb
15
Mar
15
Apr
May

Thornwell Memorial
90
5

Thank
Offering

B-Day Least
Offering Coin

40
55
5

15
40

15
5

65

Totals
315
Total
Received

110

160

40

60

9

7.88

9

7.88

701.88 Transferred to PW Treasury

Sunshine

Operation Love

7/1/17 balance

58.09 7/1/17 balance

101.71

Donation

50.00 *Murray donation

100.00

Xmas Candy

-18.45 Murray expense
Reinking expense
6/30/18 Balance 89.64

-15.71
-10.20

6/30/18 Balance 174.80
*Additional Murray donation was given
to PW budget ($100) and to veterans’
organization When Life Sucks ($100)

Submitted by:
Jan Palmer, Treasurer

43

CIRCLE SIX 2017-2018

Circle Six met the first Wednesday of each month, September – May, at 5:30 pm for
dinner and Bible study. Our circle contributed to many projects, as listed below.
If any woman is not a member of a circle, we would love to have you join us when we
meet again to kick off a new year in September. We enjoy fellowship, our Bible study
(which everyone participates in) and helping in our community where we can.

Submitted by:
Kathy Gerner, Chair

Circle 6 Projects and Opportunities
July 2017 - June 2018
September 5, 2017
Under-the-bed storage containers for Our Daily Rest

$115.00

November 7, 2017
"Ride to Work Ministry" 501-C-3 Golden Corner Food Pantry

$100.00

April 6, 2018
Circle 1 "shared funds" forwarded to PW

$255.27

April 6, 2018
Thornwell requested needs

$ 50.00

April 7, 2018
Engraved stone for Krech playground memorial

$ 66.50

June 6, 2018
Plants to complete Krech Memorial

$127.25
Submitted by:
Beverly Crabtree, Chair
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DAYS FOR GIRLS 2017-2018
In March of 2015, a group of women within the SPC PW organization decided to apply
to Days for Girls International to become a team that would take on the task of sewing
components for their feminine hygiene kits that are distributed to school girls in Third
World countries where menstrual protection is either unavailable or unaffordable.
Without these products, it is not unusual for girls in many areas to miss so much school
that they lag far behind in their class work and eventually quit school altogether and are
married off to an older man in their community. Because we believed that every girl has
the right to be educated and fulfill her potential, we sought to take part in this effort
along with the many volunteers from many countries that have joined in this global
effort. More information about this 501(c)3 non-profit international organization can be
found at www.daysforgirls.org.
Our activity was funded during the first two years by grants from SPC’s Byrd Fund and
also by individual donations funneled through PW, for which we were very grateful. We
also received a good amount of in-kind donations of fabric and thread. During the fall of
2016, we participated in the Revlon “Love is On” Challenge, an on-line fund-raising
effort for a long list of women’s health organizations. Friends and family of our coleaders (Jan Palmer and Beverly Crabtree) donated $2,155 to our team in this way.
During the past year we have shared the story about Days for Girls with several area
women’s groups and have received several generous donations as a result. We
appreciate the continued support of SPC shown by the Endowment Fund grant of $500
that we received this spring.
We continue to meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month from 9:30 am-1:30 am in
Pastors Hall. Our group of church member volunteers has grown to include women from
the Seneca community and from other towns in the area. Our meeting reminder list now
has the names of 33 women on it—most are still active.
Submitted by:
Jan Palmer, Co-Chairman
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Days for Girls
EXPENSES
Fabric/thread
Twill tape
DfG labels
Postage
Misc
Total

INCOME
Easley UMW
Trinity UMW
Alpha Kappa Delta
SPC Endowment
Individuals
Total

$1,190.67
26.45
15.30
115.35
26.07
$1,373.84
Balance 7/1/17
Income
Expenses
Balance 6/30/18

$ 50.00
100.00
100.00
500.00
1,033.00
$1,815.00

$1,119.81
1,815.00
-1,373.84
$1,560.97

PRODUCTION
Moisture Proof
Shields

Flannel
Liners

175
471
730
440
1,816

1,200
1,376
1,715
1,130
5,421

Drawstring
Bags
50
2015
379
2016
414
2017
174
2018 (as of June 15)
1,017 Totals since team formation in March 2015

2017 team members: Donna Absher, Vicki Andy, Leann Arant, Margaret Axson, Linda
Barnett, Sharon Bowling, Kathy Casedonte, Beverly Crabtree (co-chr), Michelle Creel,
Jan Crismore, Jane Day, Ellie Croft, Cathy Ford, Robin Foss, Charlena Gaines, Carol
Hartman, Patty Hibbs, JoAnn Hill, Linda Mattress, Kay Miller, Jan Palmer (co-chr), Julie
Perkins, Marla Pruitt, Joanna Redick, Jan Rozell, Lou Schuman, Patty Stamey, Denny
Webster, Judy Whitehead, Cathy Wiggins, Diane Williams, Nancy Wilson, Dian
Yanessa.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S MISSION PROJECT 2017 - 2018

SPC Knitters continues to grow to be a true inter-denominational outreach mission in
our community and beyond. Cozy items this year went to:


The International Seafarers Ministry of Charleston, SC(hats & scarves)



Our Daily Rest (blankets to homeless)



Lila Doyle Nursing Home (afghans & shawls)



Oconee Rehabilitation Center(blankets)



Lake View Assisted Living (afghans)



Foothills Nursing Home (shawls)



Helping Hands (sweaters & scarves)



O’Connell Memorial Hospital (baby hats)



Fort Bragg Armed Services YMCA Baby Bundles Shower Events
(Baby blankets, sweaters and hats)

Four hundred forty - six counted items, plus many others, including ditty bags and
knitted bears, were created.
Thanks to all who contribute and support our program.
Submitted by:
Donna Montague and Sue Crerar, Co-chairs
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CONTRIBUTION ANALYSIS
07/01/2016 – 06/30/2017 VS. 07/01/2017 – 06/30/2018
July 2016 – June 2017
July 2016

July 2017 – June 2018

$ 42,166.13

July 2017

$ 46,701.77

August 2016

25,511.02

August 2017

26,896.25

September 2016

39,920.51

September 2017

25,749.50

October 2016

31,765.75

October 2017

46,481.72

November 2016

28,138.00

November 2017

29,099.25

December 2016

44,953.00

December 2017

49,009.73

January 2017

30,832.99

January 2018

42,031.09

February 2017

27,267.00

February 2018

26,203.00

March 2017

29,171.00

March 2018

28,885.58

April 2017

43,278.55

April 2018

25,485.05

May 2017

27,875.20

May 2018

30,260.00

June 2017

30,446.00

June 2018

20,074.00

$401,325.15

$396,876.94

Submitted by:
Barbara Davenport, Treasurer
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BENEVOLENCE 2017 – 2018

BUDGETED BENEVOLENCE
Unified Benevolence
Golden Corner Ministries
Missionaries
Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund
Our Daily Rest
PCUSA Theological Fund
Good Samaritan Fund
Ripple of One
Byrd/Adams/Endowment Funds Disbursements

$22,275.00
3,200.00
3,600.00
10,100.00
10,100.00
1,000.00
8,000.00
2,500.00
13,868.05
$74,643.05

UNBUDGETED BENEVOLENCE
Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund
Good Samaritan Fund
Thornwell Home for Children
One Great Hour of Sharing
Joy Offering
Mother’s Day Offering
Souper Bowl Offering
Designated Church Gifts

$3,652.35
1,647.00
3,552.75
3,020.00
1,328.00
1,227.00
1,301.85
20,144.75
$35,873.70
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THE BYRD FUND
The Byrd Fund was established in 1984 with proceeds from the estates of J. L. and
Vivian Byrd who were long - time faithful members of the Seneca Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Byrd served the church as a deacon, elder and trustee; Mrs. Byrd was an active
member of the Women of the Church. Their wills directed that their estates be divided
equally between the Seneca Presbyterian Church, Thornwell Home for Children and the
Presbyterian Home in Summerville, SC. The Byrds spent their declining years as
residents of the Presbyterian Home in Summerville and they made other substantial
contributions to the home while living there.
Seneca Presbyterian Church received approximately $255,000 under the terms of the
will.
There was a great deal of concern among members of the Session upon the receipt of
the gift as to what impact such a large gift would have on the stewardship of the
membership if the funds were placed in the general operating account of the church. As
a result, the following regulations were formulated:
1. The gift from the Byrd estates will be invested in such a manner as to provide the
best return possible. The type of investment shall be determined by the trustees.
The corpus of this fund should not be invaded at any time.
2. The annual earnings from this investment shall be divided in three ways:





A minimum of 50% of the annual earnings shall be devoted to expanding the
primary mission of the church, both locally and world-wide. A committee,
appointed annually, composed of the Clerk of the Session, Moderator of
Presbyterian Women, Chairman of the Board of Deacons, the Minister, and a
representative of the youth selected by the other members of the committee, will
recommend to the Session the beneficiaries of this portion of the earnings. In
addition, this portion of the earnings will be given in the name of Joe and Vivian
Byrd.
A minimum of 10% of the annual earnings will be returned to the principal to
ensure continued growth of the Byrd Fund.
The remainder of the annual earnings will be spent in whatever manner the
officers of this church deem necessary (as outlined in the Book of Order).

The income earned on the Byrd Fund in 2017 was $16,348.50. This amount has been
summated to the church in accordance with the fund guidelines.

The Fair Market was $ 405,575.89 as of June 30, 2018.
Submitted by Trustees:
Jerry Fouts, Bob Norton and Jerry Crabtree
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BYRD FUND EARNINGS AND HISTORY
Date
2/12/1984
8/12/1984
Total
1985
1986
2/8/1987
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
Total

Received
$233,373.43
$21,753.56
$255,126.99

$35,175.78

$290,302.77

Total Int. & Div
Gift from Byrd Estate
Gift from Byrd Estate

10% Reinvested

40% Church Use

50% Missions

$30,400.00
$27,031.26
Reinvestment from sale of bonds
$23,816.11
$20,490.00
$26,605.67
$25,334.61
$23,382.86
$25,067.90
$22,241.79
$21,698.82
$23,084.77
$22,170.78
$22,430.87
$23,400.00
$22,877.66
$23,500.00
$23,500.00
$20,000.00
$16,500.00
$16,200.00
$18,000.00
$14,061.11
$17,808.00
$19,329.18
$15,719.74
$18,527.34
$16,254.61
$13,555.81
$12,766.26
$11,957.05
$11,236.79
$12,870.12
$16,348.50
$658,167.61

$3,040.00
$2,703.12

$12,381.77
$10,822.51

$15,200.00
$13,515.63

(1)
$2,049.00
$2,660.57
$2,532.40
$2,338.29
$2,506.79
$2,224.18
$2,169.88
$2,308.47
$2,217.08
$2,243.09
$2,345.00
$2,287.77
$2,350.00
$2,350.00
$2,000.00
$1,650.00
$1,620.00
$1,800.00
$1,461.11
$1,781.00
$1,932.92
$1,571.97
$1,852.73
$1,625.47
$1,355.58
$1,276.63
$1,195.70
$1,123.68
$1,287.01
$1,624.85
$63,484.29

$11,908.00
$8,196.00
$10,642.26
$10,129.61
$9,353.14
$10,027.16
$8,895.71
$8,679.52
$9,234.02
$8,868.31
$8,972.34
$9,380.00
$9,151.64
$9,400.00
$9,400.00
$8,000.00
$6,600.00
$6,480.00
$7,200.00
$5,600.00
$7,123.00
$7,731.67
$6,287.90
$7,410.94
$6,501.55
$5,422.32
$5,115.30
$4,782.82
$4,494.72
$5,148.04
$6,539.40
$265,879.65

$11,908.00
$10,245.00
$13,302.84
$12,662.01
$11,691.43
$12,533.95
$11,120.90
$10,849.42
$11,542.38
$11,085.39
$11,215.44
$11,725.00
$11,438.83
$11,750.00
$11,750.00
$10,000.00
$8,250.00
$8,100.00
$9,000.00
$7,000.00
$8,904.00
$9,664.59
$7,859.87
$9,263.67
$8,157.31
$6,777.91
$6,383.13
$5,978.52
$5,618.39
$6,435.06
$8,174.25
$329,102.92

FUND BALANCE AS 6/30/2018 $431,237.21
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THE HAMILTON FUND
The Hamilton Fund was established in 1937 under the terms of the will of Mr. W. O.
Hamilton. Mr. Hamilton served the church as a deacon and elder in the early 1900’s. He
was a member of the Building Committee when the sanctuary was built in 1916-17. Mr.
Hamilton was the father of Mrs. May Neill, a life-long member of the Seneca
Presbyterian Church.
The will allocated one-half interest in a lot in Gallatin, Tennessee which at the time had
a service station thereon.
The property was subsequently sold in 1946 for the sum of $4,500.
The will specified that the interest only be used for the education of any ministerial
candidate from the Seneca Presbyterian Church, and if none from that church, then to
the nearest one from any other Presbyterian Church in South Carolina.
Under the current guidelines adopted in 1990 by the Session, the maximum grant to a
member of the SPC shall be $2,000 per year and to a non-member SC resident, $1,000
per year.
In June of 2017, the Session approved a one-time grant be awarded to the Foothills
Presbytery in the amount of $2,000.00. The funds would be earmarked for the Foothills
Committee on Preparation for Ministry to be used at their discretion to assist an
Inquirer/Candidate with the cost of educational materials, i.e. books etc. Also approved
was an annual grant in the amount of $1,000.00 to be awarded through the Foothills
Presbytery to assist candidates who are preparing for the Presbyterian Ministry. The
grant would be known as the “Hamilton Scholarship Fund, Seneca Presbyterian
Church”. The grant would be awarded in the event there is not a SPC member request.
In 2009, $600.00 from the Hamilton Fund and $400.00 from SPC for a total grant of
$1000.00 was given to Mary Kathleen Weeks. Mary Kathleen served the church as a
part-time youth coordinator while she was a student at Clemson. She is a student at
Columbia Seminary.
Melissa Krabbe was given a grant of $611.37 (one half of the 2010 earnings) for her
2010 fall semester. The Session added $388.63 bringing her total grant to $1,000.00
Melissa Krabbe was given a grant of $711.33 for her 2011 fall semester along with
$711.34 to cover a portion of her 2012 spring tuition expense. The Session added the
additional funds to reach $1,000.00 per semester grant the fund calls for. There have
been no disbursements or grants since.
The income earned on the Hamilton Fund in 2017 was $1,354.15. There was one
distribution in 2017 to Foothills Presbytery in the amount of $2,000.00.
The Fair Market was $ 44,379.08 as of June 30, 2018.
Submitted by Trustees:
Jerry Fouts, Bob Norton and Jerry Crabtree
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THE HAMILTON FUND
In March of 2017, a suggestion was made that the trustees may want to visit with
Foothills Presbytery on the idea of helping a student within our area who may be
interested in ministry as a career. This suggestion was made as SPC had no members
who are currently preparing to go into the ministry or any member attending college for
such. Because of this, no grant request had been received by the trustees in 2016-17.
In the latter part of April, 2017, the trustees met with the Rev. Peggy Swann of the
Townville Church to gain knowledge and input on the needs for financial assistance for
candidates who are preparing for the ministry within the Foothills Presbytery. Rev.
Swann has worked on the Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) for Foothills
and is very knowledgeable on the needs of the candidates. CPM is set up to assist
students in the appropriate steps needed in their formation for service in Christ’s
Church. The responsibilities of the CPM is primarily an oversight committee guiding the
Inquirer/Candidate through the process of preparation and providing critical assessment
functions as a gatekeeper for the church responsible for assuring that only qualified and
capable persons enter the ordained ministry in the PC (USA)
Due to the lack of request for funds, which resulted in the reinvestment of the interest
within the Hamilton Fund over the last 6 years, the trustees recommended that a onetime grant of $2,000.00 be made to the Foothills Presbytery. These funds would be
earmarked for the Foothills Presbytery Committee on Preparation for Ministry to be
used at their discretion to assist an Inquirer/Candidate with the cost of educational
materials i.e. books, etc.
Along with the one-time grant of $2,000.00, the trustees worked with Foothills
Presbytery to set up an annual grant of $1,000.00 to qualified students. Foothills has a
complete list of grants available to students which contains information regarding
financial aid sources which the Inquirer/Candidate may explore to assist in paying for
his or her theological education. The grant/fund we are proposing would be known as
the “Hamilton Scholarship Fund, Seneca Presbyterian Church”.
The insert in the Foothills Presbytery, INQUIRER/CANDIDATE GUIDE TO THE
ORDINATION PROCESS, reads as follows:
“HAMILTON SCHOLARSHIP FUND, SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH”
The funds are intended to assist candidates who are preparing for the Presbyterian
Ministry. Preference will be given to members and family of the Seneca Presbyterian
Church (SPC). The maximum grant will be for $1,000 per year and only one grant per
year will be awarded to candidates who are members of churches located within the
Foothills Presbytery. The Presbytery CPM will screen all candidates and select one who
would be approved to make application and be interviewed by SPC. Preference will be
given to a first - year student and students who have qualified for grant funds in
previous years allowing SPC to follow the student’s advancement through their
education process to develop a church family connection with the candidate. Awarded
applicants will be encouraged to maintain contact with SPC through involvement and
church visits. Applications should be directed to the Seneca Presbyterian Church,
attention Trustees.
This recommendation and action was approved by our Session on June 26, 2017.
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THE HAMILTON FUND
1. All loans and grants shall be approved by a majority vote of both the Session and
the Diaconate in accordance with the terms of the will of Mr. W. O. Hamilton.
2. All loan and/or grant requests shall be submitted on application forms provided
by the trustees of the Seneca Presbyterian Church.
3. The Hamilton Fund shall maintain a minimum balance of $20,000.00 unless
otherwise changed by a majority vote of both the Session and Diaconate.
4. The maximum loan or grant to members of the Seneca Presbyterian Church shall
be $2,000.00 per year. The maximum loan or grant to non-members of Seneca
Presbyterian Church shall be $1,000.00 per year.

5. All applications approved that are within the annual earned interest of the fund
shall be in the form of a grant.

6. All approved applications in excess of the annual earned interest shall be in the
form of a loan. The rate of interest shall be determined by a majority vote of both
the Session and the Diaconate at the time of the approval of the loan.

7. The Session and Diaconate shall periodically examine the foregoing rules and
minimum and maximum amounts in order to be reflective of the current economic
conditions.

8. All of the foregoing rules and regulations can be amended by a majority vote of
both the Session and the Diaconate.

Submitted by Trustees:
Jerry Fouts, Bob Norton and Jerry Crabtree
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HAMILTON FUND HISTORY
Date (1)

Name

1946-1974

"One young man" given grant

Seneca Pres.
(Y/N)

SC Resident(Y/N)

Amount
($)

Seminary

(Note in Hamilton Fund records, no amount indicated.)

8/15/1983 (2)

Tom Dendy

Yes

Yes

$1,000.00

8/15/1983

Ellen Fowler

No

Yes

$500.00

8/12/1984

Tom Dendy

Yes

Yes

$1,000.00

8/12/1984

Ellen Fowler

No

Yes

$500.00

8/11/1985

Tom Dendy

Yes

Yes

$1,000.00

8/11/1985

Ellen Fowler

No

Yes

$500.00

Union

5/11/1986

Ellen Fowler

No

Yes

$500.00

Union

5/10/1987

Ellen Fowler

No

Yes

$500.00

Union

7/12/1988

Sam McGregor

No

Yes

$500.00

Columbia

8/23/1989

Sam McGregor

No

Yes

$500.00

Columbia

8/23/1989

Tom Dendy

No

Yes

$500.00

Columbia

9/5/1990 (3)

Tom Dendy

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

7/16/1991 (4)

Sam McGregor

No

Yes

$500.00

Columbia

9/27/1991

Tom Dendy

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

3/2/1991

Chip Bailey

No

Yes

$500.00

Columbia

9/13/1992

Michael G. Nelms

No

Yes

$500.00

Princeton

2/14/1993

Tom Dendy

No

Yes

$500.00

Columbia

7/12/1993

Michael Nelms

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Princeton

3/28/2000

Eric Dillenbeck

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

8/4/2000

Ellen Marie Dunn

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

6/19/2001

Susan Salena Smith

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

6/23/2001

Ellen M. Dunn

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

6/22/2001

Eric R. Dillenbeck

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

8/18/2002

Susan Salena Smith

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

9/15/2002

Eric Dillenbeck

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

8/17/2003

Susan Salena Smith

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

6/20/2004 (5)

Christi Owen

Yes

Yes

$2,000.00

Princeton

12/27/2005 (6)

Christi Owen

Yes

Yes

$1,000.00

Princeton

7/5/2006 (7)

Christi Owen

Yes

Yes

$1,000.00

Princeton

2/02/2007 (8)

Christi Owen

Yes

Yes

$1,000.00

Princeton

9/8/2007 (9)

Christi Owen

Yes

Yes

$1,000.00

Princeton

4/15/2008 (10}

Mary K. Weeks

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

JAN. 2009 (11)

Mary K. Weeks

No

Yes

$1,000.00

Columbia

Sept 2010(12)

Melissa Krabbe

yes

yes

$1,000.00

Erskine

Jan. 2011(13)

Melissa Krabbe

yes

yes

$1,000.00

Erskine

Sept 2011(14)

Melissa Krabbe

Yes

Yes

$1,000.00

Erskine

Yes

Yes

$1,000.00

Erskine

Dec.2011(15)
Melissa Krabbe
(1) Date is either date of application or date approved by the Session

(2) Original grant amount was $1,000 for church member and $500 for SC residents
(3) Grant was increased to $2,000 for Seneca Church members and $1,000 for SC residents 2/11/90
(4) Several grants in 1991 to 1993 were limited to $500 due to the amount of earned interest available
(5) Grant funded from church operations budget
(6) Grant is for one semester at seminary
(7) Grant is for one semester at seminary funded from designated memorials
(8) Grant is for one semester at seminary funded from designated memorials
(9) Grant is for one semester at seminary funded from designated funds. It will be Christi's last semester
(10) Grant of $800.00 from Hamilton Fund SPC added $200.00 because MKW is church youth coordinator
(11) Grant of $600.00 from Hamilton Fund SPC added $400.00 because MLW is church youth coordinator
(12) Grant of $613.74 from Hamilton Fund from 2010 earnings SPC added $386.26
(13) Grant of $613.74 from Hamilton Fund from 2010 earnings SPC added $386.26
(14) Grant of $711.33 from Hamilton Fund 2011 earnings SPC added $288.67
(15) Grant of $711.34 from Hamilton Fund 2011 earnings SPC added $288.66
(16) One time Grant to the Foothills Presby from the Hamilton Fund to be used by the Foothills Committee on Preparation
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Emory & Henry
Union
Erskine
Union
Erskine

ADAMS FUND

The Adams Fund was established in 2008 with a gift of $44,918.21 from the estate of
Lawrence G. and Janice Adams. Lawrence Adams was born and raised in Seneca. He
was the son of long - time SPC members, Pat Adams and Norma Gignilliat Adams.
After college graduation, Larry, as he was known to many of us, married Janice Shippy
and they moved to Pennsylvania. Lawrence and Jan Adams joined Seneca
Presbyterian in 1980. Lawrence served as a deacon, being elected in 1983. The
following administrative guidelines were set forth in the Adams’ will and were approved
by the Session:



The corpus of the fund should not be invaded at any time.
Annual investment earnings will be distributed in the following manner:
o A minimum of 10% will be returned to the principal to ensure continued
growth of the fund.
o The remaining 90% interest shall be divided between church missions and
Capital Improvements.
o No interest is to be used for General Operating Fund.
o The Adams and Byrd Fund Committee will recommend to the Session
how the 90% of the interest will be spent

The income earned on the Adams Fund in 2017 was $1,570.93. The income was
summated to the church at calendar year-end 2017 in accordance with the fund
guidelines.
The Fair Market was $53,355.42 as of June 30, 2018
Submitted by Trustees:
Jerry Fouts, Jerry Crabtree, and Bob Norton
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ADAMS FUND

AMOUNT RECEIVED

YEAR

2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
TOTAL

FUND BALANCE
June 30, 2018

INT & DIV EARNED

10% INVESTED

90% MISSIONS

$44,918.21 FROM ESTATE OF LARRY AND JAN ADAMS
$2,091.34
$ 209.13
$2,090.00
$ 209.00
$2,093.53
$ 209.35
$1,942.52
$ 194.25
$1,048.66
$ 104.87
$1,139.87
$ 113.99
$1,839.48
$ 183.95
$1,298.05
$ 129.80
$1,505.93
$ 150.60

$1,882.21
$1,881.00
$1,884.18
$1,748.27
$ 943.79
$1,025.88
$ 1,655.53
$1,168.25
$1,355.33

$15,049.38

$11,020.86

$1,504.94

$55,326.09
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ENDOWMENT FUND
The Seneca Presbyterian Church Endowment Fund was established in 2009 to provide
a means for the members of the congregation and friends of the church to make future
and lasting gifts and bequests to the church to support funds approved by the Session
in conformity with the mission of this church.
Gifts can be: Cash or equivalents, Marketable securities, Real Estate, Life Insurance,
Trusts, Wills or other bequests along with other personal property.
A committee, consisting of currently-serving trustees, the Finance Committee Moderator
and the church treasurer, handles all invested funds.
The income from gifts shall be used for the stated purpose of enriching and expanding
local and global missions of the church and/or major capital expenditures of the church.
A minimum of 10% of the annual earnings will be returned to the principal to ensure
continued growth.
The principal shall be maintained in perpetuity, except the Session may authorize the
use of such principal to restore church property in the event of a catastrophe.
The fund has grown considerably since its inception due to the following transaction.
1. A transfer of $2,225.58 from the old SPC Memorial Fund in June of 2010.
2. A very generous bequest from Mr. Frank Brooks of $125,517.07 in November of
2010. Mr. Brooks was a member for 39 years and died in November of 2009.
The income earned on the Endowment Fund in 2017 was $4,885.51. The income was
summated to the church in accordance with the fund guidelines
Fair market value as of June 30, 2018 was $149,440.95.
Submitted by Trustees:
Jerry Fouts, Jerry Crabtree and Bob Norton
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HISTORY OF SPC ENDOWMENT FUND
DATE

AMOUNT
RECEIVED

INT & DIV
EARNED

10%
REINVESTED

8/26/2009

$1,000.00

FUND STARTED BY DICK AND ELAINE BUSHEY

6/18/2010

$2,225.58

FROM OLD SPC MEMORIAL FUND

8/23/2010

$10.00

DONATION

11/1/2010

$125,519.07

FROM THE ESTATE OF FRANK BROOKS

90% MISSIONS

FUND
BALANCES

12/31/2010

$25.41

$ 25.41

$

12/31/2011

$2,725.76

$272.58

$2,453.19

12/31/2012

$2,815.19

$281.52

$2,533.67

12/31/2013

$3,088.55

$308.86

$2,779.69

12/31/2014

$3,749.45

$374.95

$3,374.51

$143,438.83

12/31/2015

$3,443.64

$344.36

$3,099.28

$139,717.86

12/31/2016

$3,914.71

$391.47

$3,523.23

$148,591.93

12/31/2017

$4,820.51

$482.06

$4,338.45

$155,726.17

TOTAL

$24,583.22

$2,183.22

$19,648.83

06/30/2018 FAIR MARKET VALUE $155,726.17
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0

ADAMS-BYRD-ENDOWMENT FUND
The Adams-Byrd-Endowment Fund Committee met on Wednesday, April 11, 2018 to
consider the distribution of funds provided by these accounts. The committee was
composed of: Nancy Morris, Moderator of Session; Joanna Redick, Moderator of
Presbyterian Women; Dian Yanessa, Moderator of Board of Deacons; Helen Kelly,
Clerk of Session and Moderator of ABE Fund Committee.
Disbursement of funds was discussed. The guidelines as to how they should be
considered are as follows:




The Adams Fund is designated for church missions and capital improvements.
The Byrd Fund is designated for local missions and world-wide missions and shall
give serious consideration to both.
The Endowment Fund is designated for enriching and expanding local and global
missions of the church and/or capital expenditures.

The recommendations from the committee are listed:
Adams Fund:
Audio
Ride to Work
Byrd Fund:
Rise Against Hunger
SPC missionaries: The Morgans
Ride to Work
Canine Unit
Thornwell Children’s Home
Golden Corner Food Pantry

$1,355.34
1,000.00
355.34
1,355.34
$8,174.25
474.25
2,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
1,200.00
8,174.25

Endowment:
Defibrillator
2,000.00
Children’s Sunday School Room 550.00
Days for Girls
500.00
Ride to Work
144.66
Ripple of One
1,143.80
4,338.46

$4,338.46
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THE HVAC FUND
The HVAC Fund was established in 2017 at the recommendation of the Finance
Committee with the approval of the Session. The Finance Committee recommended
that an investment account be established under the oversight of the trustees in the
amount of $75,000.00
The intent of the HVAC fund, as approved by the Session, was for the church to set
aside funds for HVAC replacement/repairs costs if needed at some time in the future.
The fund would be designated as “HVAC Reserve Fund“, interest would accumulate
within the fund and principal would not be restricted. Should it be determined at a future
date that the HVAC units have been updated and maintained and the funds are no
longer needed for HVAC replacement/repairs, the Session could designate the funds for
another purpose.
In summary, the funds would be available for HVAC unit repair and/or replacement as
needed.
The source of the funds to set up the HVAC Reserve Fund was made up of $50,000.00
from the Krech bequest and $25,000.00 from SPC General Account.
The Fair Market value was $77,601.30 as of June 30, 2018.
Submitted by Trustees:
Jerry Fouts, Bob Norton and Jerry Crabtree
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KRECH MISSION FUND
Being aware of Ed Krech’s desire to help those in need, the Session set aside $35,000
of the Krech bequest to be used to help local ministries and to provide financial
assistance to church members who express a desire to participate In mission trips and
disaster assistance.
A special committee (Krech Mission Fund Committee) was established of five SPC
members to review requests from SPC members for funds. The Session has approved
the committee to distribute up to $7,000 per year. The committee will meet once a
quarter to review proposals; however they may meet more often if the need arises. The
committee has indicated a strong preference to receive proposals that in some way
personally involve a member or members of the church.
As of the end of the fiscal year (June 30) the committee has approved the expenditure
of $4,800 as follows:
A- $1,800 was approved for Donna Beebe and Natalie Schwartz to accompany a
group from the Presbytery on a Mexican Border Mission Trip.
B- $2,500 has been approved to cover the transportation expenses of SPC
members who will be traveling to New Jersey to provide disaster assistance to
people whose homes were devastated by hurricane Sandy.
C- $500 was authorized for the Knitting Club to purchase knitting supplies which will
be used in their mission work for seamen and hospitals.
Once these funds are disbursed, the balance in the fund will be $30,200.
A group desiring funding is encouraged to submit a Krech Mission Fund form which
would include the following: a) Local Mission/Volunteer organization to receive benefit,
including address, b) Reason for suggesting this group, c) Recommended amount to be
disbursed, d) Complete description of the assistance provided by the group and how the
disbursement will be utilized. Forms may be obtained from the office.
Submitted by:
Paul LaRoche, Moderator
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MEMORIAL GARDEN THROUGH JUNE OF 2018
The Memorial Garden was dedicated on March 26, 1995. It was established by a gift of
the Earl Peters family together with gifts made to the Earl Peters Memorial Fund.
The garden fronts Knohl Hall (the Pre-function building). Individuals whose ashes have
been interred in the garden are listed on a Memorial Plaque mounted near the church
office as well as on an exterior plaque sited in the garden. The record is also maintained
in a Remembrance Book stored in a case crafted by Norris Crismore fronting the church
library. Interments in the Memorial Garden (in chronological order) are as follows: Earl
Peters, Fred Kuehn, Ed Forus, Tennyson Blackburn, Shirley Moore, Robert Thomas,
Raymond Smith, Paul Heinz Riedel, Richard K. Lacy, Barbara Willbrandt, Lillian Mabel
Smith, John Davidson, Rose Forus, Jean Barron, Lambert R. Lozier, Mildred Peters,
Alma Thomas, James “Cary” Henry, Jack Ritchie, Lois Ritchie, Elaine Bringardner,
Richard Bringardner, Walter Dost, Jeanne Dost, Howard DeWolf, Rose Hart, Betty
Turner, Bob Buse, Annice Bandy, John Leslie Catlin, James Ronald Moore, Archie
Barron, Nancy Dendy, George Hart, Jim Holmquist, Grace Jacobi, Ed Krech, Rich
Simington, John Shively, and Barbara Norton. From July, 2016 through June of 2017
our church family lost Ralph Barth, Ada Josey, Nancy Buse, and Joan Lacy. Their
cremains are interred in the garden. There were no interments in the garden from July,
2017 through June of 2018.
The interment fee is $300.00. Its purpose is for the perpetual care and nurture of the
Memorial Garden. Interment can be made at any time; however, when possible,
arrangements should be made well in advance of need. At the request of the deceased
member's family, a brief service of committal will be conducted at the time of the
interment.
In 2008, the Memorial Garden financial guidelines were amended to reflect better
stewardship for the church as a whole. To wit: any additional gifts that increase the total
fund balance in excess of $4,300.00 may be used by specific action of the Session for
the mission and ministry of Seneca Presbyterian Church.
Since inception, improvements to the garden include: installation of a Celtic Cross on
the north wall of Knohl Hall in 2002, a granite bench in 2008, an exterior plaque with the
names of the interred in 2009, and an outdoor fountain with stone surround installed in
memory of Kem Oelberg in 2013. Also included in the 2013 Memorial Garden project
were grass removal and killing and a brighter light to shine on the cross. Funds for this
project were provided by the Kem Oelberg memorial and Memorial Garden funds. A
second exterior plaque was ordered and installed, and a plaque in memory of Kem
installed. Existing shrubbery is trimmed and the grounds are freshly mulched as
needed. Seasonal annuals are planted in selected areas of the garden.
Memorial Garden Committee:
Lee Oelberg
Kathy Krech Bridges
Ann Smith
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OUR CALLING AS GOD’S PEOPLE IN THIS PLACE
MISSION STATEMENT ADDENDUM
To be faithful to our mission we commit ourselves:
 to minister to our older congregation while encouraging growth and development
of ministry to younger people;
 to minister to those in need in our community and world;
 to create meaningful worship experiences, providing different times and styles of
worship;
 to provide quality Christian Education by offering a variety of programs to our
congregation and community.
We will pursue the above within a framework of:
 welcoming a diversity of people;
 working in ecumenical cooperation with our sisters and brothers in Christ;
 spreading the good news of Jesus Christ;
 Reaffirming in our worship, life and ministry the strengths of our Reformed faith.

Interim Pastor – Dr. Mike Shelton
Pastor Emeritus – Dr. Robert S. Dendy
Church Secretary – Robin Smith
Parish Nurse - Ernie Lombard
Missionary – Dr. Les & Dr. Cindy Morgan
Telephone – 864-882-2505
Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net

Parish Associate – Rev. Richard Caldwell
Director of Music – Carla Padgett
Financial Secretary – Glenda Pitts
Custodian - James Gaines
Custodian – Jonathan Hoover
FAX – 864-882-2528
Web site: senecapresbyterianchurch.com

Seneca Presbyterian Church
115 West South 1st Street  Seneca, SC 29678

