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JOHN’S BLOG: February 2021
Mid-winter has arrived! As I write my monthly blog, it is a cold, cloudy and foggy morning
outside. There is a subtle dampening of activity and noise that would otherwise animate
this morning if it was warm and the sun was shining outside. No lawns are being mowed.
No neighbors are chatting with each other at the street while out for their morning walk.
No one scurrying off with their fishing boat in tow to the lake. No one putting golf clubs in
their car trunks. No one in short sleeve shirts or shorts. (Let alone two unnamed men from our church
who always wear shorts!)

Hint: one sits in the last row of the sanctuary and other one sings in the choir.
It is a day made for reading at home. It is a day ripe for spending time in prayer. It is a day made for
writing poetry.
One of my favorite poets, Carl Sandburg, wrote this poem that seems to fit today’s weather.
Fog
The fog comes
on little cat feet.
It sits looking
over harbor and city
on silent haunches
and then moves on.
We all live through times of “fog” both literally--in terms of the weather outside and in our spiritual lives.
Times of “spiritual fog” are those times when God seems far off and inaccessible to us. In those times we
cannot rely on what our feelings say about God’s presence. We must rely on our faith that says that God
is always and forever present to us—perhaps even especially when we live through times of spiritual fogginess.
The prophet Isaiah wrote:
“Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted;
31
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.”
Yes, the fog always moves on. It is never with us forever. It is only with us for a season.
And God is even in the fog!
Your Pastor, John
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We’d Love to Have You Join Us . . .
To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation. You
are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we provide. Please
let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an invitation to unite with this
church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's Classes that explore the meaning of
church membership in our Presbyterian tradition. Those interested in membership are
encouraged to participate in these classes. If you are interested in conversation about
membership, do not hesitate to call the church office anytime at 882-2505.

Window on the Session
The Session met via Zoom on January 25, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.
The clerk declared a quorum was present and the devotional and prayer were given by
Chris Paulik.
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved.
Helen Kelly was nominated as the Clerk of Session for 2021 and has graciously accepted.
A letter of transfer for Pamela Davidson Smith was received from Open Table United
Methodist Church of Raleigh, NC.
The meeting opened with a discussion of when the church will return to normal in-person worship and
activities. Based on current DHEC data, a motion was made and approved to continue virtual worship services
through, and including March 7.
The following items were discussed:
• Buildings and Ground - exploring handicap
accessibility options to the Memorial Garden.
• Christian Education – trying to get educational
materials to our children.
• Missions and Outreach - $196,000 was donated to
our community in 2020.
• Stewardship- a great campaign was run and the
committee thanks the congregation for meeting
their targets.
• Finance – reviewed year-end financials and wish to
acknowledge and thank the congregation for their
regular, consistent giving.
The next Session meeting will be Monday, February 22, 2021
at 5:30 p.m.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer from Reverend
Hartman.
Submitted by Chris Paulik
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SPC responded to a request from Don Lesley, who presented a check to the Seneca Adult Education of
Seneca to help support 20 students to help pay for their GED fees. The money came from Mission and
Outreach who gave $1,500.00, along with Christian Ed giving $500.00 and Fellowship giving $1,000.00. On
the left is Gene Williams, retired Director of Oconee Adult Education of Seneca and currently the President
of the Golden Corner Rotary Club. On the right is Steve Moore, currently the Director of the Oconee Adult
Education and President Elect of the Golden Corner Rotary Club. The reason they went through the Rotary
Club was because the National Rotary matched our contribution.

The kids and houseparent love the new vans…they are the nicest vans Collins Children’s Home has ever had.
We appreciate all you and the congregations did to make this happen. The $10,000 matching donation came
from the Krech Fund and used to buy the new van for the children’s use.
•
•

Circle 2 meeting is canceled through February.
Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177.

Circle 6 meeting is canceled through February.
Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455.
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New Member
Pamela Davison-Smith is married to Bill R. Smith, Emeritus Professor of Soil
Science at Clemson University, mother of one adult daughter – Sibyl Haynes of Raleigh. Since 2006, living
on beautiful Lake Keowee, SC. Born in Chicago, resided in Jacksonville, Florida until attended college at
NCSU then worked in Raleigh.
Retired since 2012. Formerly Foreign Trade Zones administrator and while semi-retired serves as
FTZ Consultant throughout North Carolina. World Trade Center North Carolina, CEO and Director of
community and government relations. WTCNC founder in 1987 and secretary of the Board of Directors,
1987-2001. Traveled extensively, doing trade missions for the State of NC, to China, Japan, Vietnam,
Thailand, and Uruguay.
Prior (Non-International) Service, Economic Development Programs, Director at Triangle J Council
of Governments 1985-2001. Community development specialist 14 years, NC Departments of
Administration and of Commerce.
•

Master’s in public administration, NC State University, Raleigh NC, USA, bachelor’s in political
science, NCSU

•

National Association of Foreign Trade Zones

•

Leadership Triangle, Board of Directors, ’96 – 2004, Chairman 2001-2002

•

Center for International Business Education Research, Duke University

Carolyn Maddox and the people that she fed want to thank SPC family for baking and
providing Our Daily Bread with so many goodies. We served 77 people each Sunday
in the month of January. With the great food and the wonderful desserts, we see
why everyone came back each Sunday to a have meal with SPC.
Thanks again for all the support!
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Just Coffee-Delicious Coffee with a Purpose
Coffee will be available in February, but with in-person worship suspended for now,
please preorder! Coffee levels are getting low, but no plans to order more until
absolutely needed. We offer Arabica, Arabica Decaf and Robusta in Regular or Dark roast
and in regular grind, fine grind or whole beans. Coffee is $10 per pound bag. If paying by
check, make it out to SPC and make sure to put “Coffee” on the memo line. Please email
or call Bonnie Andruszka- bandruszka@gmail.com or 864-973-8008. If your coffee
choice is available, it will be available for pickup in the church office, if it needs to be
ordered, I’ll let you know and have it available as soon as the shipment arrives!
Café Justo is a grower—owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure organic
coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of justice. The goal is to maintain a sustainable
small scale business that provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family lands. Your coffee
purchase has a direct impact on the families allowing them training & resources for a successful business and
living wages.
OFFERING
ENVELOPES FOR
2021 are now in
church office.
Your envelopes
will have your name listed on them.
Please be sure you pick up the correct
box. If you do not currently have a box of
envelopes, please contact the church
office and we will be glad to assign you
one.

Annual Report Books for 2019-2020
are almost ready. They will be on the web site for
everyone to see. If you want a paper copy, please
let the church know.

2019-2020

Memorials and Honorariums
Reid Arnold: Joanne Cauthen, Gene and Caroline DuRant, Ann Smith,
Bill and Phyllis Mays, Janey and Chris Turner, and Dettie Piper.
Suzanne Peden : Bob and Debbie Dubose,
Williams McCormack, Ken and Lou Schuman,
Molly Watkins, Bill and Phyllis Mays,
Barbara and Ronald Patrick, Janey and Chris Turner,
and the family of Suzanne.
Bruce Norton: Gene and Caroline DuRant,
Bill and Phyllis Mays.
Charles Miller: Ann Smith
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The Well
We had a pretty good turn out for The Well this month even
though it was via ZOOM! Out of our 11 families in Oconee, 9 of them were able to attend
and it was really great to see everyone. Three of our moms are starting school the end of
this month and beginning of next to pursue a certification or 2—year degree. It was a nice
break for them as well!
The topic for this month’s Well was Love. Ria, our Children’s Program Manager, created a
PowerPoint that I, as Mentor Care Manager, was able to present/share with the ladies. If they didn’t feel
comfortable speaking, they had the option to speak up through the chat which everyone can see. What a
great option so we’re not speaking over one another! We first spoke about what we do in order to better
care for ourselves and to “charge our batteries”, so to speak. Then I went around and asked each lady 2
simple questions about love like “what makes you feel loved -and- what is 1 thing you love about
yourself”? The answers were all very vulnerable and honest. The next thing we spoke about was what
love is not. Love is not controlling, it is not manipulative, it is not abusive, etc. I asked them if they had
ever experienced relationships that were not loving and examples of something that love is not. A lot of
ladies spoke up and chimed into the chat to talk about relationships that aren’t loving they’ve
experienced through exes, friends and family members. I asked them if they had ever treated
themselves in an unloving way and it went silent. “Have you ever neglected and abused yourself”?
For the last part of the conversation, we spoke about what Love is. I read off the screen 1
Corinthians 13:4-8 -- “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres. Love never fails.” God is Love! How can we love without God -- it is impossible to be
kind, patient, not envious, not boastful, not prideful, not dishonoring, not selfseeking, not easily angered, keep no record of wrongs, always rejoicing in the
truth, always protecting, always trusting, always hopeful, always persevering
and NEVER FAILING at all times. The Love of God has to fill us up and overflow
out of us in order to truly love the people in our lives. If we are supposed to
love our neighbor as ourselves, we have to ask the question -- how do we love
ourselves? By receiving the love of God :)
One by one I asked the ladies “How are you kind to yourself? How are
you patient with yourself? How are you protecting yourself?...” What a great
time together where we could really open up to one another.

Church Giving Made EZ!
For those of the congregation that turn 70 1/2 in 2021 and fortunate enough to have an
IRA giving is made easier. Contributions given to the Church may be given TAX FREE by
having a check issued from your IRA. Consult with your financial advisor on how to do
this directly for TAX FREE application. Just insure that your name appears on the check
so that we can properly credit your account. This form of giving also helps meet the
required minimum distribution rules.
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Shared Pantry Guidelines
*Non-perishable shelf-stable foods are needed.
*Using” best if used by” should be considered as well as expiration date.
*When donating foods please bring them to the church office.

Pantry Food and Supplies Suggestions
Canned goods:
Applesauce, Soups, Beans, and Vegetables. Meat, Ham, Chicken, Turkey, and Fish
Pasta Sauces, Chili, Stews etc.
Peanut Butter
Dry Foods: (Boxed is best)
Pasta, Rice, Crackers, Powered Milk, Cereals, Granola Bars, Trail Mix, Dried Fruit et c.
Baby Food (preferably no glass)

Diapers, Wipes, Facial Tissue, Toilet Tissue

Virtual Lent Garden
As we look forward to the Lenten season, we are so excited to make available to our families and people of
all ages a special resource developed by our Presbytery along with a synod in Canada and a Presbyterian
church in Bermuda! They have created an online interactive Lent Garden that will change weekly during
Lent. It includes scripture, videos, snack recipes, garden projects, crafts and songs. It will be a wonderful way
for families to learn and reflect on the journey of Jesus and his disciples toward Jerusalem and to also have
multi-sensory experiences together. While it is geared toward families, the reviews say that people of all
ages find it helpful and enjoyable!
The link to this Lent Garden will be posted on Facebook, on the SPC Website and by email beginning with
Ash Wednesday. Keep your eyes open for this! If you wish to take a peak, go to the Foothills Presbytery
website (https://foothillspresbytery.org/) and click on the Virtual Lent Garden!
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Souper Bowl Sunday
February 7th is Super Bowl Sunday, but it is also Souper Bowl Sunday, a
collection taken to fight hunger and poverty. Souper Bowl Sunday began
with a youth group at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC in
1990, and SPC has been participating for several years.
We will be collecting donations for the Oconee County Back Pack program
this year. There are over 500 students in our county that would be
without food over the weekend without this program. The cost of a
backpack for a child for a year is $160; we have chosen to sponsor 6
children, so our goal is $960.
Help us reach our goal of providing food
security for our local children. Checks can be made out to SPC with Souper
Bowl on the memo line. You can mail checks or just run by the church during
office hours. Monday –Thursday 8:30—5:00 and Friday 8:30—12:00 noon.
Thanks in advance for your generosity!

MAY THE GOD OF HEAVEN REMEMBER ALL YOUR OFFERINGS!
THANKSGIVING OFFERING
(THORNWELL) $3,630.00
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING $310.00

Ernie Lombard, RN

Hello. It seems that the month of January seemed to pass somewhat hurriedly.

P
N

However, it also lent itself to be somewhat of an isolating time. If that is the case, with
yourself, perhaps sharing your feelings with someone could be helpful. Please utilize the
urse
resources available at Seneca Presbyterian Church (SPC).
These are not limited to but include SPC's Shepherds, Dr.
Hartman, Richard Caldwell and myself.

Also, another external resource is the AARP Friendly Voice program.
The program consists of a trained group of volunteers that are available to
chat or listen. You do not have to be a member of AARP to use the
program.
If interested, request a call by dialing AARP at 1-888-281-0145.
According to the information concerning the program, "One of our volunteers will be calling from the
following number: 1-888-281-0145; PLEASE NOTE: The caller ID will say "800 Service." Please take note of
this number so that you will recognize it when a volunteer calls. It is also beneficial if you have voice mail
in case we miss you."
Like the nostalgic telecommunications advertisement said, "Reach out and touch someone".

Regards, Ernie Lombard, RN Parish Nurse
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February 1
Alan Thomson
February 2
Chet and Janet Palmer*
February 5
Priscilla Byars
Ashley Hovencamp
February 6
Elizabeth Long
February 9
Jean Carroll
Carol Smith - Knowles
February 10
Chip and Dee Dee White*
Nancy Wilson
February 11
Chip White

March 1
Rich Gerner
Janey Turner
March 3
Beverly Crabtree
Lou Schuman
Jim & Sandy Olsen*
March 5
Lyn Norton
March 6
Barbara Davenport
Janet Palmer
March 7
Mimi Hunt
Cindi Lesley
March 8
Isabella Carlson
March 9
Emily Cutler
March 10
Robert Moffat
Robert Collins
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*Anniversaries

March Birthdays and
*Anniversaries
March 11
Joseph Carlson
March 16
Phyllis May
March 18
Don Clayton
Joey & Robin Smith*
March 20
Gary & Diana Owens*
March 21
Ann Josey
Irene Rigby
March 22
Don Lesley
Larry & Barbara Kolze*

February 14
Bob and Judy White*
February 16
Larry Goebel
Larry and Ann Josey*
February 19
JoAnn Hill
Larry Josey
February 21
Becka Letson
February 24
Doris Rieck
Kay Miller
February 25
George Harper
Julie Perkins

March 23
Nancy Young
March 24
Don Aschom
Glen McPheeters
Tracy Smith
March 26
Nancy Land
Rodger Low
Chet Palmer
John Wilson
March 28
Doug Click
Gary Owens
March 29
Lin Akroyd
March 31
Jerry Crabtree
Helen Kelly

Presby Press

Page 11

Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
Session 2021
https://www.sprez.org/home
Or type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site will come up.
When you are on our web site, you can see what is happening, sign up
for pot lucks, check out the bulletins, read and listen to the sermons.
Pay the web site a visit, search around and see all the things we have
to offer.

Friend in Faith Quote
for February

If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or
excelled at something, send us a message and a picture if
you have one, so we can brag on them in the Presby
Press. Just call the church office (882-2505) or leave us a
note or email Robin at rsmithsprez@gmail.com

Keep Collecting

Moderator: Dr. John Hartman
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration:
Jerry Fouts, Moderator
Gary Owens
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Steve Gibson
Fellowship:
Chris Paulik, Moderator
Chad Laxton
Finance:
Ann Castle, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Everett Fuller, Moderator
Stewardship:
David Hartman, Moderator
Worship:
Mark Davenport, Moderator
Chuck Kellner

Deacons
Moderator: Donna Absher
Sue Anders, Vicki Andy,

Donna Beebe, Sally Fortune,
Ann Fuller, Pat Harris, Liz Laxton

2021 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the
church library. The
calendars are distributed at
Our Daily Bread, Our Daily
Rest, “Family Friends”, and
O.U.M.

Carolyn Maddox, Luke McPhail,
Julie Perkins

Trustees
Class of 2021: Danny Day
Class of 2022: Louis Holleman
Class of 2023: Paul LaRoche

Seneca Presbyterian Church
Corner of Oak and South 1st Street, Seneca, SC
(864) 882-2505 sprez.org

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505
Email – senecasprezchurch@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Dr. John Hartman, Pastor
johnbhartmanii@outlook.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@gmail.com

Rosalie Hovencamp, Director of Music
rosencamp81@hotmail.com
Jeremy Stanton, Music Assistant
Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithsprez@gmail.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Christopher Cunningham, Custodian
Diane Williams, Financial Secretary
senecaprestreasurer@gmail.com

