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Come Worship With Us and Celebrate the
Coming of the Christ Child
this Advent and Christmas Season!
Come Worship With Us!

Special Musical Offerings by Our Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir:
Sunday, December 9th: The handbells will play seasonal music
during the 11:00 a.m. worship service.
Sunday, December 16th: The Christmas Cantata will be a
combined service at 10:00 a.m. Stars of Glory by Tom Fettke will be performed
by the Chancel Choir with guest instrumentalists.
Tuesday, December 18th: Quiet Christmas Service of Worship at 12:15 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services
Monday, December 24th
Christmas Pageant: 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary
Service of Candlelight and Communion: 8:00 p.m. in the sanctuary

Seneca Presbyterian Church
“The Church for All People, Serving God through Serving Others”
115 West South 1st Street, Seneca, SC 29678
864-882-2505 www.sprez.org
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To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation.
You are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we
provide. Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an
invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's
Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian
tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these
classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to
call the church office at 882-2505 at any time.

A Word from Your Interim Pastor
THE GREAT REMINDER
One of my favorite Christmas stories: a boy named Benjamin, who wanted a big sister for
Christmas, wrote a letter to God.
God, I’ve been a very good boy. He stopped, crumpled up his paper, started over. God, I’ve
been a good boy. He paused. God might not be impressed, better go with Plan B. He got a
towel from bathroom, went to the Christmas tree, found the nativity set, grabbed Mary,
wrapped her up in the towel, put a rubber band around it and re-wrote his letter…
“God, if you ever want to see your mother again”
There’s a Benjamin in us all! We’d never write God a letter or hold Mary hostage; we adults use different
tactics. We bargain with God, “if you do this, I’ll do that”. In our brains we know that God can’t be
manipulated but our hearts won’t buy it. The most common way to bribe God is to doubt his goodness or
question his loving nature. This short-circuits what God wants to do in us. Let me give you a spiritual
principle: what you think about God is the most important thing about you. Mull it over! The way we view
God shapes our destiny; how we view ourselves, how we view others. In Jesus-this baby born in a barn, this
poor preacher of Palestine-God has spoken as clearly as God will ever speak. He wasn’t just a good teacher or
a prophet. His claims were too outrageous; his actions spoke louder than human words ever have. After
Bethlehem, God is no longer a pleasant idea. For the lack of a better word, God has a personality. Jesus
reveals God to us, and not vice versa. His very name gives his mission away…
“JESUS, HE WHO SAVES”
God knew that we needed a SAVIOR before we did. Saving us from
sin wasn’t God’s only goal. His main reason: God is fond of you. If God
has a refrigerator in heaven, your picture is on it. He likes having you
in his family. Say it yourself in times of suffering: God is for me! He
proved it on a Cross. Apart from Jesus, you’d never know how much
you are loved. God considered your needs, and the value of having a
relationship with you, so crucial that he was willing to go through the
trauma of changing places. It is not just that Jesus is God but that, as
God, he chose to become one of us-an act of humility the likes of
which the world has never known. Keep this as your Christmas focus:
Jesus is the reason for the season. For a brief period, the doors to
the throne room were open and God came near. Heaven touched
the earth. Let me bring this message all the way home:
JESUS WAS AND IS EVERYTHING. HE IS NOT JUST A PART OF OUR FAITH; HE IS OUR FAITH; HIS WORD WAS
GOD’S WORD; HIS SPIRIT WAS GOD’S SPIRIT; WHAT HE STOOD FOR, GOD STOOD FOR.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP
Advent Sundays in December at 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. - join us as we celebrate Advent by
anticipating Christmas through the lighting of the Advent candles and through music. We also
focus our Scripture and messages on different aspects of the meaning of this time of year.
Special Musical Offerings by Our Chancel Choir and HandBell Choir
 December 9: The handbells will play seasonal music during the 11:00 a.m. worship service.
 December 16: The Christmas Cantata will be a combined service at 10:00 a.m. Stars of Glory by Tom
Fettke will be performed by the Chancel Choir with guest instrumenalists.
Quiet Christmas Service of Worship – December 18, 12:15 p.m. The Christmas season comes with many
varied emotions: joy, anticipation, and warm memories; stress, exhaustion, and often invasive memories of
loss. The service of Quiet Christmas offers an opportunity to acknowledge that not everything about
Christmas is joy and light. It provides safe space to claim loss in whatever form it may come, from death and
grief or simply through separation from the source of the season’s light that is meant to bring us joy. The
service is brief, will take place in the sanctuary, and includes the sacrament of Holy Communion.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Family Christmas Service – Come see all of our angels, shepherds, kings, sheep, and
other animals as children of all ages reenact the Nativity. This is a great service for
grandchildren and neighbors with children. Every child who shows up and wants to
participate becomes part of this marvelous impromptu telling of the Christmas story,
complete with costumes. No rehearsals or notice necessary. You need bring nothing.
Just come. There is plenty of singing by all who come as well. This service will begin at
5:00 p.m.
A Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols with Communion – This traditional Christmas Eve
service includes Scripture, hymns, special music, and the sacrament of Holy Communion, which
all Christians and their children are invited to share. The service will end with a beautiful and
meaningful candlelight service. This service will begin at 8:00 p.m.
FIFTH SUNDAY PEANUT BUTTER – Every fifth Sunday this congregation presents an offering of
peanut butter that will be given to the Golden Corner Food Pantry. Peanut butter is wonderfully
nutritious but also too expensive to purchase in bulk, so your contributions are greatly appreciated.
Don’t forget your peanut butter on Sunday, December 30th.

World Communion
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Explanation of our Chrismon tree and Chrismon ornaments
The evergreen tree, which symbolizes the eternal life which our Savior has
won for us, is a background for tiny white lights and white and gold
Chrismons. The lights speak of Him who is the light of the world. A
Chrismon (medieval Latin word meaning a symbol of Christ or Christianity,
or a “Christ-Monogram”) proclaims the Name, the Life and the Saving Acts
of Jesus the Christ. White, the liturgical color for Christmas, suggests the
innocence, purity, and perfection of our Savior. Gold, as a symbol, stands
for the glory and majesty of God and the Son of God. Crowns, crosses,
doves, stars, and butterflies are a few examples of Chrismons.
The EIGHT POINTED STAR is a symbol of the world. This symbolism
is enhanced by the golden orbs, also symbols of the world. This
symbol reminds us that Christ came to save the world.
The CROWN symbolizes The Kingship of our Lord; His victory over sin and death; His place of honor
at the right hand of God the Father.
The FISH AND BREAD remind us of the breakfast on the beach to which Jesus called his disciples
following the resurrection. Also, Jesus fed the multitudes with loaves and fishes.
The CELTIC CROSS is a cross used by the Christians of England for many years. The orb in the center
represents the Rising Sun, representative of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who rose from the dead.
The arms of the cross are rays of light shining forth from the sun. This reminds us that Christ is the
Light of the world.
The IXTHUS is the Greek word for fish. This is an acrostic for the Greek words meaning Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, Savior.
The IOTA CHI, or CIPHER symbolize the first letters of our Lord’s title, Christ, and His name, Jesus.
Placing a circle around it symbolizes the eternal nature of the Son of Man.
The “X” and “P” is the Greek letter “CHI” and “RHO” superimposed. They are the first two letters in
the name “Christ” spelled in Greek (Xpistos). The “A” and upside down “U” are the Greek letters,
“Alpha” and “Omega”, the first and the last, the Beginning and the End.”
The IOTA, ETA, SIGMA are the first three letters in the Greek word for Jesus. These letters on the
cross remind us that Jesus died for us on the cross.
The LATIN CROSS WITH ALPHA AND OMEGA reminds us that Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End, who died on the cross for us.
The TRIUMPHANT CHURCH symbolizes the world (as seen by the latitude and longitude lines) with the
cross on top. It reminds us that Christ is triumphant over the challenges presented by living in the
world.
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Seneca High School Madrigals during our Family Potluck in November

Cafe Justo: Direct Response, Delicious Coffee
Café Justo-New Choice
Sunday, December 2nd is your next chance to order and buy your
coffee! We will now have regular ground coffee and a fine ground
coffee, in addition to the whole beans! The coffee cart will be filled
with coffee choices, and there will be an opportunity to order, if your
choice isn’t available! Coffee is $10 per pound!
This is a delicious opportunity to support Café Justo, a “fair-trade plus
coffee co-op”, that provides fair and living wages for the coffee
farmers and supporting staff.
If you haven’t tasted the coffee yet, we’ve been making the Arabica
Regular Roast coffees for Sunday School each week! Come and grab a
cup to enjoy!

Thanks to Paul LaRoche for this
beautiful Coffee Cart.
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Presbyterian Women
Christmas Workshop

November 3, 2018

Seneca Christmas Parade November 26, 2018
Cookies and Hot Chocolate provided by SPC
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During the week of Tuesday, January 1st and Thursday, January 3rd, Ernie Lombard will be away
for vacation. Additionally, on Tuesday, January 8th, he plans to attend the quarterly meeting of
the South Carolina Faith Community Nurses Association. Therefore, there will be no Parish
arish
urse thNurse during that time. He will, however, be available in the church office on Thursday, January
10 ,from 9 a.m. until noon. After that time, normal office hours of 9 a.m. until noon, each
Tuesday, will resume. Please feel free to use this time to call him with a question or concern(s) or drop
by his office for a visit.

Ernie Lombard, RN

P
N

As the temperatures drop, and the hours of daylight diminish, it is my hope that
you feel the warmth of family, friends and God’s love during this Christmas
season. Wherever you may be, and especially if you may be traveling, I pray for
your safety and protection. Thank you for allowing me the privilege of being your
Parish Nurse. Ernie

What is the Christmas Joy Offering?
A Presbyterian tradition for almost 70 years, the Christmas Joy Offering is one
of the four special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church to provide congregations direct ways of supporting specific
causes that help those in need.
The receipts from the offering are distributed equally to the Board of Pensions for supplemental retirement
and medical assistance for former clergy, missionaries, church workers and their families, and to the Racial
Ethnic Schools and Colleges supported by the Presbyterian Church to be used for scholarships and basic
costs.
Please consider these needs as you prepare your Joy Gift. These offerings will be received during the
December 23rd services.

Family Potluck
October 17th

Sergeant McGowan of
the County Sheriff
Department gives great
tips on being safe
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It happened again. The other day, a man stopped by the church and asked
about the hours of the Service Fund. When I told him the hours, he said that
he works during those times. He said that he was wanting to give them back
what they gave him. He told me that if it wasn’t for the OPSF, he would not
have been able to get his great job. He handed me what the Service Fund
gave him to pay his electric bill and expressed a very deep thank you.

Make note of the date change and location
Early Service Fellowship Opportunity
We would like to encourage an even stronger bond of fellowship for those attending the 9 am contemporary
service. We would be delighted for others to join us every 2nd Wednesday at Bonaterra for dinner at 5:30
pm. RESERVATIONS are not necessary. Just tell them when you walk in that you are joining the SPC group and
they will take you to “our table.” For more information, contact Doug and Barbara Click
(faxforclick@gmail.com).
Mark your calendar for December 12th at 5:30
See you there!
Bonaterra 113 Ram Cat Alley Seneca, SC 29678

Everyone welcome!
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The Well
October’s Well was buzzing with excitement as we started discussing our
plans for our November retreat with clients. We spent the evening over dinner talking about
updates and answering questions as we enjoyed an amazing dish from Carolyn. We are so
incredibly blessed to have her support and her wonderful meals always set the stage for great
fellowship.
After dinner, we gathered around to talk about one of the last chapters of The Traveler’s Gift. We had
plans to finish the book during our retreat in November, so this would be our last Well focused on the book.
It turned out to be the perfect chapter to end our Thursday night discussions. In this chapter we focused on
forgiveness. We first talked a lot about forgiving others. As the book described, “by the simple act of granting
forgiveness, I release the demons of the past”. This was such a huge revelation for our clients and everyone
who joined us for the conversation. We all shared moments we had been wronged, and when forgiveness set
us free of that. However, what really hit home was when we talked about forgiving ourselves. We really got
to share in our pain, and help each other heal by opening up about the difficulty to grant yourself grace. I left
the Well feeling invigorated and so connected, which reminded me of how blessed we are to share this space
and have this opportunity to gather.
As for the kids, the third Thursday is a highly anticipated day of the month because it is shopping day! We
love watching them walk around the Ripple store, eyes full of wonder as they pick out their monthly treats.
One little girl even saved up for months to purchase a bungee cord chair, and her excitement was palpable.
After shopping, the youth had their monthly group discussion with the organization YMO. Finally, the
elementary kids got the opportunity to enjoy the last bit of warmth and expend some energy playing outside.

Kynslee enjoying
her big purchase

~Thank you for your generosity sharing your
space. We are so grateful that the kids have
a fun, safe environment to play and learn.
~Rachel and the Ripple staff

Slide show of the New
Jersey Mission Trip from
September 17-21, 2018
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Honoring our Veterans on November 11, 2018
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Circle 2 meeting is the first Tuesday, December 4th at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the church library.
Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177

Circle 6 meeting is the first Wednesday, December 5th at 5:30 p.m. Join us at the Ye’ Ole Sandwich Shop.
Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455.

Tenth Annual SPC Women's Retreat
The Rev. Christi Owen Brown
Our tenth annual retreat will again be held at Asbury Hills Retreat Center in Cleveland, SC on March 15th and 16th 2019. We will
gather in the late afternoon on Friday and spend 24 hours together, then return home, refreshed and renewed, on Saturday afternoon. The cost is $100, which includes overnight accommodations, including bedding and towels, and 3 meals--dinner on
Friday, breakfast and lunch on Saturday. The price also includes an honorarium for our leader, Rev. Christi Brown. If cost is an
issue, partial scholarships are available from PW and from the CE committee. For information about scholarships please contact
Kathy Gerner, CE moderator.
Please fill out the form below and return to the church with your check for $100 made out to Seneca Presbyterian Church with
"Women's retreat" on the memo line. Registration is limited to 27 women, with preference to women in Seneca Presbyterian
Church. Registration will be opened to those outside SPC if spaces are unfilled after February 1.
Please indicate which cabin you prefer. Batson is larger and closer to the Dining Hall. Creekside is smaller and a little bit farther
to the Dining Hall. All rooms offer individual beds and a private bath. There is a single room available (in Creekside), 4 rooms
that sleep 3 people, and the others are doubles. If you have roommate preferences, please also indicate that.
Contact Brenda Thomson at 864-723-9031 or abthomson@charter.net if you need additional information or have any questions.
Name_____________________________________________________________
E-mail address______________________________________________________
Lodge preference:

Batson________________ Creekside________________

Room preference:

Single_________ Double__________ Triple__________
Roommate(s)_____________________________________________
The single room will be reserved on a first come, first served basis. Additional requests for
single rooms may be accommodated if all double rooms are not filled.

Interested in carpooling: Willing to drive___________ Want a ride____________
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December Birthdays and
*Anniversaries

December 1
Walt Smith
December 2

December 21
Fynn DeHay
Noel Lehner

December 12

James Moss

Pat Williams

December 22

Christy Jones

December 13

Lewis Creel

Stephen Jones

Marti Usher

December 27

December 6

December 15

Lilli Rannou

Tyler Smith

Mike Harper

December 9

December 16

Lynne Dee Barth
December 4

Brenda Lamb
John & Nancy Wilson*

Curtis & Elizabeth Long*

Tracy Andrews

December 28

December 18

December 10

Fynn & Brenda DeHay*

Tim & Lavonne Moon*

Martha Holleman

Emily & Jerry Land*

December 19

Barbara Patterson
Barney & Nancy Allgood*

Ken Andruszka

Memorials and Honorariums
Lowell Byars: Ann Smith
Jim Williams: Chuck & Judy Kellner
Calvin Reinking: Chuck & Judy Kellner
Garland Smith: Chuck & Judy Kellner
Christine Schmidt: Dan Gryder & Vicki Andy
John Anders: Sue Anders, Ann Smith, Dan Gryder & Vicki Andy, and Chuck & Judy Kellner

Flower Calendar
December 2 — Advent
December 9 — Advent
December 16—Advent
December 23 — Advent
December 30—The flowers are placed in honor
of Emily and Jerry Land's 50th wedding
anniversary. They were married in this
sanctuary on December 28, 1968.
The Church office will
be closed for the
Christmas holiday on
December 24th and 25th
and
January 1st for the
New Year’s holiday.

I would like to say thank you with all my heart
for all the prayers for the loss of my dear sweet
mother-in-law. I would also want to say thank
you so much for all the cards, presents and the
sweet birthday celebration at the beginning of
the Brown Bag and Bible
Study class. The people of
this church are truly a
blessing and I have the best
job anyone could ever ask
for. Thanks for making me
feel special, love Robin Smith

Friend in Faith Quote
for December

Thanks to all of you
who contributed to
the PW Thank
Offering and the
support of the
women
and
children
through
out the world.
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Opportunities For Study
Each of these classes is open to
new participants and welcomes
visitors at any time. Please
consider these opportunities,
choose one that meets your needs
or piques your interest, and then
visit to find out more.

Children's Sunday School
We meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
downstairs in the Craft Room. There
will be a snack, a lesson, and an
activity each morning.
Men’s Bible Study
What: The Present Word

Sara Davis Stribling Class

Where: Youth Room

What: The Present Word

(Archie Barron Hall)

Where: Sara Davis Stribling Room
Teacher:

Pat Harris Larry Josey

Contact:

Jane Thomas, 882-1202

Teachers: Louis Holleman
Contact: Louis Holleman, 885-0922
The Koinonia Class

Open Door Class
What: Advent Conspiracy

What: Advent Conspiracy

Can Christmas Still Change the World?

Can Christmas Still Change the World?

Where: Library

Where: Koinonia Room

Facilitator: Brenda Thomson

Led by: Brenda Thomson

Contact: Bonnie Andruszka, 973-8008

Contact: Dan Toole, 364-4846

Everyone is Welcome
Please join us
Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
What: Brown Bag and Bible Study
Group (BB&B) meets at
noon each Thursday in
the Sara Davis Stribling
classroom. The lesson
now is the Advent
Study
(Advent
Conspiracy-Can
Christmas Still Change The World?)
For more information, you may
contact Becky Drew 888-3409
rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net.

An Opportunity for Advent Study
The Advent season provides a time for
study and preparation for the gift of the
Christ Child. The study will be offered at
two different times: Sunday morning at
10:00 a.m. beginning November 25th
through December 16th in the Koinonia
Classroom and Thursdays at 12:00
noon beginning November 29th
through December 20th in the
Sara Davis Stribling Classroom.
Brenda Thomson will facilitate
both groups.
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It’s that time of year again when we have an
opportunity to express our appreciation to the staff
at Seneca Presbyterian Church for their dedication.
This year is especially important because they have
worked extra hard since our minister retired. If you
wish to contribute to the staff’s Christmas gift, make
a check out to Seneca Presbyterian Church and
indicate “Staff Christmas Gift” on the check. The deadline is Sunday,
December 9, 2018. Merry Christmas!
The 2019 Flower Calendar notebook is located on the table across
from the church office. If you would like to provide flowers for the
sanctuary during 2019, please sign on the chosen date. Please
remember, instead of fresh flowers you can make a donation to your
favorite fund or charity. If you make any changes in the book, please
let the office know about it.
A big "thank you" to Gary and Judy Whitehead who
donated coffee from Cafe Justo to be used in the kitchen
in Pastors Hall. They not only supported the mission
project in a beautiful way but also added to the delicious
meals that are served so often from our kitchen. Thank
you!
As we enter the winter months, here’s a reminder for
Sundays with snow. Check WYFF for closing information.
We will post our information at that station ONLY. We
will also post any changes on the web site, so you can
check www.sprez.org. We try to make those decisions by
Saturday evening, if possible. And let’s be grateful for the
faithful volunteers who will shovel snow and clear
pathways at the church for the rest of us!

Keep Collecting

2019 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the church
library.
The
calendars
are
distributed at Our Daily Bread, Our
Daily Rest, “FamilyFriends”, and
OPSF.

“Ladies That Do
Lunch” gather
the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month at The
Spot on Ram Cat Alley at 12:00
noon. Everyone is welcome—
come and
e n j o y
g o o d
fellowship
and great
food!

Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
Session 2018
Moderator: W. Mike Shelton
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration:
Jim Kenworthy, Moderator
Lewis Creel
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Tim Moon
George Strobeck
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Fellowship:
Jan Palmer, Moderator
Finance:
Paul LaRoche, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith,
Co-Moderators
Stewardship:
Louis Holleman, Moderator
Worship:
Nancy Clayton, Moderator

Deacons
Co-Moderators:
Becky Drew, Dian Yanessa
Vicki Andy, Susan Caldwell,
Jan Crismore, Becky Hetherington,
Kelly Holleman, Carla Honea,
Lesley LaRoche, Chad Laxton,
Charlotte McDonald, Lavonne Moon,
Diana Owens, Natalie Schwartz,
Nancy Wilson

Trustees
Class of 2018: Jerry Fouts
Class of 2019: Bob Norton
Class of 2020: Jerry Crabtree
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CORNER OF OAK AND SOUTH 1ST STREET, SENECA, SC
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505

FAX – 864-882-2528

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Dr. W. Mike Shelton, Interim Pastor
mikeshelton407@gmail.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Les and Dr. Cindy Morgan, Missionary
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@bellsouth.net

Carla Padgett, Director of Music
carla@carlasart.com
Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithspc@bellsouth.net
Glenda Pitts, Financial Secretary
gpittsspc@outlook.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian

