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To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation.
You are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we
provide. Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an
invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's
Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian
tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these
classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to call the church office at
882-2505 at any time.
A shelf in the library will be stocked by the Health and Wellness Committee with
newsletters and magazines that focus on healthy living. Some examples are Mayo
Clinic Health letters, Church Health Readers, Next Avenue articles, Silver Sneakers and
AARP helpful handouts and much more. Stop by the library and see what we have
there!

A Word from Your Interim Pastor
I just wanted to add a short note to this edition of your newsletter in order to offer
my personal greeting and to tell you what an honor it is to be your next interim pastor. I will
arrive sometime on August 6th and be in the office for most of that first week. I bring with
me thirty years of Pastoral Ministry experience, serving churches in Texas, Virginia, North
Carolina, and South Carolina. In all those settings, I have served as either the solo or senior
Pastor and so it is fair to say that, above all else, I am a veteran preacher who loves to preach almost as much
as I love to eat. Even after all these years, I love to study and prepare for my lessons and I cannot imagine a
retirement when I am not preaching in a pulpit somewhere. I also enjoy teaching, meeting new people,
ministering to grieving and hurting people, and serving in local mission efforts. I will serve the Seneca church
in whatever ways I am most needed.
In my spare time, I enjoy reading, relaxing, playing golf, and taking walks…I
expect to take quite a few of those around the lakes near Seneca. My wife,
Donna, is a pharmacist whose job includes lots of traveling and she is
looking forward to being with you. We are “empty nesters”; our kids are all
grown and gone but not totally off our payroll and that explains why I’ll
probably be preaching well into my 70’s. Though we are only there until
your PNC finishes its work, my wife and I look forward to meeting you and
making new friendships that we hope will last beyond the time we leave.
In Christ’s service,
Mike Shelton

Presby Press

Page 3

Window on the Session
Session met June 25th, moderated by George Harper, with 8 members, the clerk
and Finance Committee Chair present. Opening devotions were led by Jan Palmer
and a list of joys and concerns was shared.
The Transition Team reported the confirmation by Presbytery of Mike Shelton to
become our interim pastor with a start date of Aug 1st and first preaching date of
Aug 12th. (See plans for getting acquainted with Mike elsewhere in this issue.)
The Finance Committee Chair, Paul LaRoche reported that the projected income for
FY 2018-19 falls short of the proposed budget and that some adjustments will need
to be made. Session decided to meet on July 16th to explore options and finalize
the budget, which will be presented at the annual meeting. In addition it was approved to allow the PNC
$10,000 to cover expenses related to their search for a new permanent pastor.
Mission/Outreach received approval to erect a “small library” at the Oak St end of the Ripplers’ garden.
Christian Ed reported plans for VBS (July 9-13) under the direction of Ann Smith are going well, as are
plans for the Adult Bible School (Aug 5-8) with Dr. Peter Hobbie. (See details elsewhere in this issue.)
The Annual Meeting was set for September 23rd as a combined service.
Jan Palmer, Elder

SPC hosted Sabbath lunches in July where members served approximately 85 people
at Our Daily Bread each Sunday. Desserts, pies, cakes, cookies, and brownies had
been donated by members and eagerly received. Volunteers helped to serve meals,
pour tea, plate and serve desserts, roll silverware, and do clean-up. If you have
questions or are willing to help, see Carolyn Maddox. We will let you know when the
next month will be.

Annual Report
2018
Annual Report 2018 are almost ready for print and
will be available soon. They will also be on the web
site for everyone to see. If you would like to request a
copy please call the office or sign up below:

Name: ____________________________________

Flower
Calendar
needs your help!!
There are several dates in
the flower book that have not been
taken. Please fill in those spots with
flowers or contributions to different
things, like OPSF, our mission trip, or
Thornwell.
Here are the dates that need your
help: October 28th November 11th,
18th.
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The wonderful sound of children laughing was heard throughout the halls of the Educational Building during
our Vacation Bible School this year!! We had nineteen of the most well-behaved, delightful "rafters" to enjoy
as we learned about adventure, acceptance, love, peace and joy on the river!!!!
I want to thank the staff of this year's VBS who made my job easy and enjoyable: The remarkable teachers
who kept their children interested and involved; Ashley Carlson and Jane Thomas, with help from Katie
Robinson, kept the youngest group focused and excited, Susan Caldwell and Donna Montague kept a loving
eye on the middle age with help from Lilli Rannou, and Brenda Thomson did a marvelous job of keeping the
older group interested. Crafts were expertly thought out and prepared for by Kathy Myers, and Jane Day
and Emily Myers assisted during craft time. Music was easily handled by Kathy Gerner and grandson Isaac,
and everyone looked forward to assembly time with River Captain Don Pomeroy ("Captain Bob") and his
sidekick, Romper, the River Otter (Chellye Pomeroy and Judy Kellner). We were so fortunate to have the
Holleman family lead us in recreation (what energy)! Thank you to Louis, Kelly and Sam!!! Snacks were
prepared ahead of time with "easy to follow" directions included by Carolyn Maddox. And all of the
excitement occurred within the theme of Isaiah 43:2: "When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you." Helping to create the theme of this Bible school setting of log cabin, waterfalls, kayaks, and bears in
trees and trash cans were Ken and Sandy Knuth, Alicia Rannou, Susan Caldwell, and Kathy Myers and family
(log cabin artists). Also, a big thank you to Will Arnold for arranging use of a tent and kayaks. I hope you all
were able to take the time to see the fantastic park scene created in the Forus Room.
Our mission project again was collecting peanut butter, and the rafters collected 68 jars (!) which we
delivered in person to the Golden Corner Food Pantry on Friday. We also enjoyed a tour of the food pantry,
and actually helped sort some emergency food boxes that needed to be broken down into separate food
groups.

A special thank you to Robin,
who was either our "guardian
angel" or a "mother hen",
depending on what was needed
at the moment. A HUGE thank
you to Robin!!! Thank you all
for making this year's VBS the
tremendous success that it was
- all of the parents told me at
our pizza party Friday noon
how excited their children were
when they got home telling
stories of what they had
done!!! It takes a village - and
this was a great one!!!
Ann Smith
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Cool Crafts

Girls just want to
have fun!!!

Even Romper the Otter
goes to church, listens
and learns.

Presby Press

Page 6

3rd ANNUAL OUR BROTHER’S KEEPER CHARITY
GOLF TOURNAMENT
For the Benefit of Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund
WHEN: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2018
RAIN DATE: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2018
FORMAT: 18 HOLES, CAPTAIN’S CHOICE
AWARDS: CLOSEST TO THE PIN and CLOSEST TO THE LINE AWARDS FOR 1ST AND 2ND PLACE TEAMS PER FLIGHT
WHO: OPEN TO ALL WOMEN, MEN, COUPLES, AND FOURSOMES
WHERE: OCONEE COUNTRY CLUB – 781 RICHLAND RD. – SENECA, S.C.
REGISTRATION: 8:00 A.M.
SHOTGUN: 9:00 A.M.
HOW: SUBMIT THE ACCOMPANYING ENTRY FORM WITH YOUR REGISTRATION
FEE OF $50.00 PER PERSON OR $200.00 PER TEAM BY SEPTEMBER 14, 2018
INCLUDED: LITE BREAKFAST, LUNCH, RANGE BALLS, CART GIFT BAGS, CART AND GREEN FEES
SILENT AUCTION
(NO REFUNDS, PLAYER MAY FIND SUBSTITUTE)
1.

NAME: ________________________________ 2.NAME: _____________________________
*TEAM CAPTAIN
Handicap _________ Phone ______________
Handicap _________ Phone _____________
E-Mail ________________________________

E-Mail ______________________________

3. NAME: _______________________________ 4. NAME: _____________________________
Handicap _________ Phone ______________

Handicap _________ Phone ____________

E-Mail ________________________________

E-Mail ______________________________

Contribution Schedule
Platinum Sponsor $1,000.00 - Will include complimentary entry for team of four (4)
Gold Sponsor
$ 750.00 – Will include complimentary entry for team of two (2)
Silver Sponsor
$ 500.00
Bronze Sponsor $250.00
Hole Sponsor $100.00
Silent Auction Item(s) ___________________________________________Value ___________
NAME YOU WISH TO HAVE DISPLAYED ON SIGNAGE __________________________________
OWNER OR COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE Name_______________________________________
Contact Phone Number ___________________ Email __________________________________
Please mail your contribution to:
Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund P.O. Box 1307 Seneca, SC 29679
Please complete and return this form with your contribution.
Make your check payable to Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund or (OPSF).
Be sure to designate “GOLF” on the “for” or “memo” line at the bottom of your check.
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August is National Immunization Month
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services recognizes August as
National Immunization Month. Vaccine shots are helpful in preventing
serious illnesses. According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, vaccines greatly reduce the risk of infection by working with the
urse body’s
natural defenses to safely develop immunity to disease. Adults need
immunization shots, just as children do. What immunizations might you need? Look at the website
https://www2.cdc.gov/nip/AdultImmSched/ for “The Adult Vaccine Quiz”. Take the quiz, and based on
the results, discuss with your healthcare provider. Have questions? Or, if you don’t have access to the
internet, visit the Parish Nurse’s office for assistance. It is my wish that you stay healthy, Ernie.

Ernie Lombard, RN

Parish
N

Early Service
Fellowship
Opportunity
We would like to encourage an even
stronger bond of fellowship for those
attending the 9 AM contemporary
service. We would be delighted for
others to join us every 4th Wednesday
at Capone’s on Ram Cat Alley for
dinner at 5:30 PM. RESERVATIONS are
not necessary. Just tell them when you
walk in that you are joining the SPC
group and they will take you to “our
table.” For more information, contact
Doug
and
Barbara
Click
(faxforclick@gmail.com).
Mark your calendar for
August 29th at 5:30.
See you there!

Reminder to join us…
Annual Meeting
Sunday, September 23rd
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Combined Service of Worship
Annual Meeting following Service
I would like to thank the Interim
Pastor Search Committee for all of
their countless hours reviewing
resumes
and
interviewing
candidates as well as working with
Presbytery and the Session to
finalize the hiring. Please thank Nancy Clayton, Jim
Kenworthy and Tim Moon for a job well done.
I would also like to thank Nancy Clayton for all of her
time coordinating supply pastors and the deacons for
coordinating member(s) to host the supply pastors
each Sunday.
Thank you so much for all of your hard work. It is truly
appreciated by all. Barbara Davenport
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God must have chosen Seneca Presbyterian for us!! We felt at home our first visit. What
comfort to have such a loving and caring church family! We are truly blessed.
My heartfelt thanks to you for the thoughts and prayers during Calvin’s illness and after his
death.
Thanks to Lou Schuman and her crew for the lovely reception after the celebration of life service.
Last, but not least, thanks to Rev. Richard Caldwell for the thoughtful and meaningful memorial service.
I’m now asking for your continued prayers on behalf of my son-in-law, Jim Coil, who is undergoing cancer
treatments.
Love in Christ, Jean Reinking

Church Friends & Family
Yet another thank you to everyone for the prayers, cards, texts, calls and food. Hopefully the 3rd
time is the charm and no further "foot" surgeries will be needed. I am humbled and blessed so
very much to have each and every one of you in my life. God is indeed good and full of grace.
Michele Creel
Dear Presbyterian members; I can’t thank all of you enough for all of your kindness with cards,
prayers and food when Jim passed away. You were also so good to us during Jim’s many
hospitalizations. I feel so fortunate to be a member of this loving and caring church. Love in Christ,
Elaine Williams
Your help is needed with a spelling check!
Have you ever admired the white plastic name tags worn by the deacons and elders?
Congratulations! You can wear one too! The Session has approved the purchase of
new magnetic name tags for all members and attending non-members of SPC. But,
your help is needed to check the spelling of your name. Not on the list? Let us know.
Are you unable to wear a magnet? We would like to know that as well, and will
accommodate your special need.
For the next few weeks, attendee lists will be posted at the three entrances to our sanctuary. Approve or
correct the listing of your name on any one list. The sooner we have completed this review, the sooner we
will place the order. When the badges arrive, you will be able to pick them up in Knoll Hall, and you will have
the opportunity to make a voluntary $5.00 donation per adult.
Thanks for your assistance. This project comes just in time to assist our interim minister in getting to know
us!

MISSION TRIP – We have room (and are looking for) for two (2) more
people to go on the mission trip to New Jersey to help those still trying to
recover from Hurricane Sandy. The trip is September 15-23. We will travel
by van, spend a night each way coming and going and stay in provided
lodging near our work site. This is a great opportunity to put our faith to
work. For more information contact Richard or Susan Caldwell (882-7916 or
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net).

Presby Press

Page 9

The Well
This month we began our Well by honoring the Riley, Raymer and King families during
our dinner celebration. These cherished volunteers have spent countless hours and resources
building our Ripple Store for the kids to shop in. Two Little Ripplers, Zoey and Lyla, presented
them with a plaque to honor them, which we will hang in the store. We know our kids truly
appreciate their work, and we couldn’t do the Ripple store without them!
After dinner, our adults went downstairs to talk about the 5th chapter of the book we are
reading, The Traveler's Gift. This month’s chapter was about dedicating yourself to being an active
person. In our discussion with Well Director Megan Sanders, we emphasized becoming people of
action. We talked about how fear can hold us back, and how we cannot let ourselves be overcome by it.
Something that so many of us struggle with! We instead want to strive to seize every moment, and to
remember that God is waiting for us. That He gave us the ability to gather information and come to
conclusions. We will no longer despair over past mistakes and continue to push forward.
Our lil’ rippler’s were also very busy. Our toddlers were happily
entertained with stories and playing bubbles outside. The elementary school aged kids began by decorating folders for their in progress art projects, and
then spent time shopping in the Ripple store.
~~ Thank you for all your support and love for our
program. We couldn’t do it without our Ripple family!
~Rachel and the Ripple Staff
Little Rippler Jaedynn with
the bike she had been
saving up for.

The Garden Subcommittee of the Missions/Outreach Committee
“Little Green Thumbs Garden”
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Annual
Hot Dog Roast
July 8, 2018
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AVOID THE SCAMS
There is a wondrous side of e-mail and inter-net communication. But, there are
also those nefarious people who will use it to scam unsuspecting people. There
are limitless forms of such scams but we mention a common and recent one
here – and how to avoid being scammed. If you ever get an e-mail from what
looks like a person you know and/or a familiar e-mail address – and that e-mail
claims that person is in need of some help that involves finances – NEVER – reply to that e-mail. The odds
are very good it is a scam and someone is hijacking someone else’s e-mail to gain from people with a
caring heart. Again – NEVER – reply to such an e-mail. If you really feel led to pursue such a
request, call or otherwise contact that person directly (NOT by replying to that e-mail) and ask
if they sent the request and if they truly need help. The odds are highly likely they will say they
never sent such a request. If, by some remote chance, they did and really are in need of help,
then you can follow through with them as you are led. In refusing to reply to the e-mail, you
save yourself from being scammed and at least, in your case, thwart those criminals – for that
is what they are.

August 19th Reception – Meet and Greet Rev. Dr. Shelton
A reception to welcome interim
pastor Rev. Mike Shelton will be
held from 10-11 a.m. on Sunday,
August 19th. Plan now to stop
in between the services of
worship to meet him and show
him a bit of that warm
hospitality
that
Seneca
Presbyterian
has
become
famous for. Light refreshments
will be served.
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August Birthdays and
*Anniversaries

Flower Calendar
Aug. 5 — Communion

Aug. 12 — Flowers will be placed in
August 2
August 24
the sanctuary by Marti Usher in
Lavonne Moon
Sally Caswell
Russell & Helen Kelly* August 27
loving memory of Troy Usher’s
Walt & Sandy Smith*
75th birthday.
Nancy Clayton
August 3
Norma Liebenberg
Aug. 19— Flowers will be placed in
Elizabeth Lipscomb
August 28
the sanctuary by Betty and Noel
August 5
Knox & Pat Williams*
Lehner in gratitude to God and to
Sue Masters
Tony Knowles & Carol Smith–Knowles*
honor their 60th wedding
August 6
August 29
anniversary.
Larry & Jill Marett*
Jim & Debby Kenworthy*
Glenda Pitts
August 30
Aug. 26 — A donation is made to
August 8
Jonathan Young
OPSF from Bob Norton in loving
Holly McPheeters
Liz Laxton
memory of Barbara.
August 10
Chellye Pomeroy
Gary & Ann Castle*
Lowell & Priscilla Byars*
Bruce & Lyn Norton*
August 31
Joanna Redick
David Cordona
August 13
John & Linda Hostetler*
Booty Catlin
August 14
Ann Castle
Paul & Lesley LaRoche*
August 16
Debby Kenworthy
August 17
Rodger & Diana Low*
August 18
Melinda Harper
Judy White
August 19
Howard Caldwell: Lewis and Michele Creel, Ken and Lou Schuman,
Betty & Jack Arnold*
and Elaine Williams.
Wayne & Donna Montague*
August 20
Ed Krech: Pamela Davison-Smith
Mike & Belinda Harper*
Calvin Reinking: Larry and Lynda Sheppard, Alan and Brenda
August 23
Thomson, Daniel and Sherry Toole, Lee Oelberg, Lewis and Michele
Eleanor Richardson
Creel, Earl and Annie Peterson, Minnie Valentine, Ken and Lou
Jerry and Peggy Fouts*
Schuman, and Nancy Bright.
Noel & Betty Lehner*
Alan & Brenda Thomson*

Memorials and Honorariums
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Opportunities For Study
Each of these classes is open to
new participants and welcomes
visitors at any time.
Please
consider these opportunities,
choose one that meets your needs
or piques your interest, and then
visit to find out more.

Children's Sunday School
We meet each Sunday at 10:00
a.m. downstairs
Craft Room.
tus
iathe
Hin
n
O
There will be a snack, a lesson, and
an activity each morning.
Men’s Bible Study
What: The Present Word

Sara Davis Stribling Class

Where: Youth Room

What: The Present Word

(Archie Barron
s
iatuHall)

On H

Where: Sara Davis Stribling
s Room

On Hiatu

Teachers: Louis Holleman

Teachers: Larry Josey and Pat Harris
Contact:

Contact: Louis Holleman, 885-0922

Jane Thomas, 882-1202

The Koinonia Class

Open Door Class
What: The Wired Word

What: Studying the video series

(Topics vary weekly)

The History of Christian Theology.

Where: Libraryus

Where: Koinonia Room

On Hiat
Facilitator: Bonnie Andruszka
Contact: Bonnie Andruszka, 973-8008

Led by: Dan Toole
Contact: Dan Toole, 364-4846

Everyone is Welcome
Please join us

Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
What: Brown Bag and Bible Study Group
(BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the
Sara Davis Stribling classroom. “Christianity
and World Religions” by Adam Hamilton, to be
their focus of study for the
month of August. For more
information, you may contact
Be c ky
D re w
8 8 8 - 3 4 09
rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net.
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Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
Smiles Two
The next time that you arrive and show up at church on
Sunday, take a look around you. See how many more smiles
that smile back. Now they have found you. You will have a fun
day. CFP

Friend in Faith Quote for August

Please check the Flower Note Book for an opportunity to either place
flowers in the sanctuary or make a donation in honor or in loving
memory of someone. The book has a lot of empty dates, so please
choose now while you have a choice.

Keep Collecting
“Ladies That Do

2018 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the church
library.
The
calendars
are
distributed at Our Daily Bread, Our
Daily Rest, “FamilyFriends”, and
OPSF.

Lunch” gather the
2nd
and
4th
Tuesday of each month at The
Spot on Ram Cat Alley at 12:00
noon. Everyone is welcome—
come and
e n j o y
g o o d
fellowship
and great
food!

Session 2018
Moderator: W. Mike Shelton
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration:
Jim Kenworthy, Moderator
Lewis Creel
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Tim Moon
George Strobeck
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Fellowship:
Jan Palmer, Moderator
Finance:
Paul LaRoche, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith,
Co-Moderators
Stewardship:
Louis Holleman, Moderator
Worship:
Nancy Clayton, Moderator

Deacons
Co-Moderators:
Becky Drew, Dian Yanessa
Vicki Andy, Susan Caldwell,
Jan Crismore, Becky Hetherington,
Kelly Holleman, Carla Honea,
Lesley LaRoche, Chad Laxton,
Charlotte McDonald, Lavonne Moon,
Diana Owens, Natalie Schwartz,
Nancy Wilson

Trustees
Class of 2018: Jerry Fouts
Class of 2019: Bob Norton
Class of 2020: Jerry Crabtree

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. Postage
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Seneca, SC 29678

CORNER OF OAK AND SOUTH 1ST STREET, SENECA, SC
(864) 882-2505 SPREZ.ORG

Permit No. 165

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505

FAX – 864-882-2528

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Dr. W. Mike Shelton, Interim Pastor
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Carla Padgett, Director of Music
carla@carlasart.com
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Les and Dr. Cindy Morgan, Missionary
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@bellsouth.net

Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithspc@bellsouth.net
Glenda Pitts, Financial Secretary
gpittsspc@outlook.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian

