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Take notice of this
picture. This will be the
picture you will see in
your email blast once a
month. When your
email comes, you will
be able to click
anywhere
on
the
words Click here to
view your Presby
Press. The Presby Press
will open on a new
page. Simple as that!
Any questions, please
call the office.
Thanks
to
Beti
Strobeck, once again,
for the great cover!
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To those newly worshipping with us we warmly welcome you to our congregation.
You are invited to join us for any and all of the activities and opportunities we
provide. Please let us know if we can serve you in any way. We also extend an
invitation to unite with this church. Periodically we offer a series of Inquirer's
Classes that explore the meaning of church membership in our Presbyterian
tradition. Those interested in membership are encouraged to participate in these
classes. If you are interested in conversation about membership, do not hesitate to
call the church office at 882-2505 at any time.

A Word from Your Interim Pastor
TIME FOR ON THE JOB TRAINING…
As we approach Easter, it is impossible to understand the life of Jesus, much less the
horrors of Good Friday or his rising from the grave, without prayer. To say that Jesus
was a man of prayer is one of the great understatements. He prayed early and late,
prayed in private and in public, and he prayed for himself and for others. Prayer flowed
out of him naturally. He connected prayer to faith, with the end result of being in
communion with God, and having a personal relationship with One who desires to know
us and be known by us. Over the years, I have written many articles, taught many courses, and read
many books on prayer. If I had to sum up how prayer is understood and practiced in churches, I’d
use the old quote…“After all is said and done, a lot more is said than is ever done”.
Many Christians, whom I have known, struggle in their praying, as do I. The only thing that
separates people who pray from those who mean to pray is that the first group overcomes the
struggle we all feel. Have you? In which group would you be? Do you pray or do you simply mean to
pray? Is it a part of your life, or is it on your list of things to do? Prayer requires “on-the-job
training”. It can’t be taught in a course, put in a manual, or reduced to a formula that all can follow
in the same way. Genuine prayer flows from the relationship with God that you either nurture or
neglect. So start there.
Start where you are. If reading a book or observing how fellow Christians pray helps, then start
there. But be willing to learn on the job. One old mystic put it, “practice the presence of God”. Start
by believing that God is there, and that He loves you. Let prayer flow out of you naturally, and not
just in spiritual moments. Don’t confine it to “short quiet times”. Relate to God. Sing songs to Him,
quote Psalms to Him. Be real. Express your joy and your anger to Him. If and when you don’t feel like
praying, do it anyway. Don’t let your excuses block you from the most meaningful relationship that
you’ll ever have. Start small and work up. Allow more time and reflection as your prayer life
deepens. Above all, give thanks to God. If the only prayer you ever said was “thank you”, it’d a fine
way to start.

“The Will of God in an Unwilling World” is the Lenten Sermon Series during which Dr. Shelton will address
discerning and knowing the will of God. Topics will include: the struggle to know God’s will in a sinful,
unwilling world; the issue of how sin and evil distort our view of what God’s will is; is there a prescribed plan
for my life; the role of faith in knowing God’s will; what specifically God wants me to do. The series will
conclude on Palm Sunday, April 14th, with the final message, “When God’s will be done”.
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Window on the Session
The February 25th meeting of the Session was opened with the lighting of the Christ
candle and devotions led by Bonnie Andruszka. Ann Smith agreed to take minutes of
the meeting.
Jerry Crabtree was present at the meeting to explain the flooring issues at Chapter
House, asking for Session’s input/approval for moving forward. Motions were
approved for a suicide support group to use our building and an amendment allowing
Buildings and Grounds to make decisions on the use of church property.
A motion to curtail printing and mailing of Presby Press was approved. Presby Press will
be emailed and available on website. Limited printed copies will be available in the
church office for pickup.
A motion was approved to participate with the Alternative Loan Program utilizing
money from the Krech Fund. And approval to suggest “Oconee United Ministries “ as the new name for OPSF
was provided.
Nancy Clayton proposed several options for change to the 9 am music, which led to a motion for Nancy to
call a meeting of early service attendees to discuss future plans and opportunities. A motion was also
approved for a farewell/thank you reception for Jeremy Stanton.
The meeting was closed with prayer.

Submitted by Bonnie Andruszka, Elder

One Great Hour Of Sharing
We are in the Lenten season, a time of reflection and time for our support of One
Great Hour of Sharing. One Great Hour of Sharing is an ecumenical offering to aid
the millions of people that lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water,
sanitation, education and opportunity. This offering supports the following three
programs to serve individuals and communities in need:
 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program, which helps communities recover
after natural or human-caused disasters.


Presbyterian Hunger Program, which supports initiatives to create sustainable food systems to
alleviate hunger.



Self-Development of People, which invests in communities responding to their experiences of
oppression, poverty and injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impact of these issues.

Offering envelopes will be available in April or put “OGHS” on the memo line of your check.
Please give generously during this Lenten season, showing support to those in need of a hand-up!

Ernie Lombard, RN

Parish
Nurse

On Tuesday, April 9th, Ernie will be attending the quarterly meeting of the South Carolina
Faith Community Nurses Association. Therefore, there will be no Parish Nurse Office hours
on Tuesday, April 09, 2019. Instead, he will have office hours, 9 a.m. to noon, on Thursday,
April 11th.
On Thursday, April 18th, as well as Tuesday, April 23rd and Thursday, April 25th, Ernie will be
away for vacation. Therefore, there will be no Parish Nurse Office hours on Tuesday, April 23,

2019.
With the above exceptions, Ernie is scheduled to be at the church every Tuesday from 9 a.m. to noon
for office hours. Please feel free to use this opportunity to call him with a question or concerns or stop by his
office for a visit.
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SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, May 25th
Rough Room downstairs in Pastors Hall
Start cleaning your closets and storage rooms to collect donations for the
SPC Yard Sale. Please take items to the Rough Room.
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Welcome two new additions to Paul
and Lesley LaRoche’s family. Twin
grandsons were born on January
22nd, Hudson Isaiah, weighing 2lbs
and 13oz. and his brother, Patton Asher, weighing
3lbs and 8oz. They were born at Sacred Heart
Children’s Hospital in Florida. The parents are Amy
and Paul LaRoche. The babies are now home and
doing very well. Thanks for all the thoughts and
prayers.
Did you know?
Bowling just three games burns the same amount of calories as walking a mile!
Health and Wellness Event Coming Up
Want to do something fun and get some exercise at the same time? Well, bowling just
might be what you are looking for. Deacon Mark McJunkin is coordinating a bowling
outing. The date will be on a Tuesday evening. If you are interested in attending, please
contact him at 864-723-0439 or email Hmcjunk@clemson.edu and then a date and
time will be planned.

Save the date! We are planning a trip to Thornwell Home for
Children on Saturday April 27! This year, instead of a tour
and informational visit, we will be going for a "work day" on
the campus! If you enjoy cleaning, yard work, painting, odd
jobs... and making a difference, this is the trip for you! See or
call Susan or Richard Caldwell (882-7916) if you are
interested!

Calling all Parents, Grandparents, and Neighbors! If you know a child who
loves to read or to be read to, be sure to tell them about The Little Free
Library which is located by the Lower Level Door to the Sunday School
Rooms at Seneca Presbyterian Church. New books have been added
weekly since December. Remember to take one and leave one. Have fun!
Becky Drew, Sponsor
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Cafe Justo: Delicious Coffee with a Purpose
The first Sunday of each month offers the coffee cart with a variety of coffee for
purchase, or order forms to order your exact coffee preferences. Have a taste of
the Arabica coffee from the coffee pots in the Sunday School hallway and then
come and buy a bag or two of your choice!

Thanks to Paul LaRoche
for this beautiful
Coffee Cart.

Café Justo is a grower-owned coffee cooperative based in Chiapas, Mexico. They
market a delicious, organic coffee which is grown, harvested and marketed in the
spirit of justice. The goal is to maintain a sustainable small-scale business that
provides opportunity and incentive to remain on their family lands. Your coffee
purchase has a direct impact on these families allowing them training & resources
for a successful business and living wages.
Coffee is $10/a bag! If paying by check, make it out to SPC and make sure to put
“coffee” on the memo line! Hope to see you on Sunday, April 7th!

Volunteers Needed for BabyRead
BabyRead is an early literacy program dedicated to low-income families in Oconee County.
Volunteers are needed to read to moms and their babies or toddlers at public or school libraries
twice a month for one hour each time. We are, also, looking for volunteers in management,
leadership, and administrative positions. Become a BabyRead volunteer by emailing Caren at
babyread@charter.net. To learn more about BabyRead, go to www.babyread.org
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Dear Friends,
There are no words to convey what you all mean to me. You have lifted my Family up
with your prayers, cards, food and love. You lightened my load by moving furniture and
doing odd jobs around the house. Thank you for sending Memorials to the Oconee
Humane Society and to Seneca Presbyterian Church. Your caring and concern is such a
blessing to me and my Family.
With Christian Love to You All, Becky Drew

A word of thanks from Dan and Sherry Toole
Please allow us to express our deep appreciation for your support at our recent loss. You cards,
phone calls, thoughts and prayers really made a difference during our time of grief. It was very
comforting to be remembered by our church family in such a caring way. Thanks again for your
thoughtfulness and concern.

Carolyn and Bill Palmer would like to thank everyone for the prayers for our son-in-law, JJ
Johnson’s, safety over the past few years. He just retired after thirty years’ service in the U.S.
Navy Seals. He engaged in 18 overseas missions and returned home safely to his wife and four
children. Prayers do help! Thank you all.

Dear SPC Family,
We wish to express our gratitude for your prayers for Susan's sister, Gretchen Driscoll. Gretchen
frequently told us she felt tremendous comfort and emotional support from all of your prayers
during her treatment of cancer. Unfortunately, Gretchen lost her lengthy battle in early February.
With Heartfelt Thanks, Susan and Larry Goebel

Make note of the date change and location
Early Service Fellowship Opportunity
We would like to encourage an even stronger bond of fellowship for those attending the 9 am contemporary
service. We would be delighted for others to join us every 2nd Tuesday at Lighthouse for dinner at 5:30 pm.
RESERVATIONS are not necessary. Just tell them when you walk in that you are joining the SPC group and they will
take you to “our table.” For more information, contact Doug and Barbara Click (faxforclick@gmail.com).
Mark your calendar for April 9, 2019 at 5:30.
See you there!
Lighthouse 1290 Doug Hollow Road Seneca, SC 29672

Everyone welcome!
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The Well
This month’s Well had a lot of action starting the night off! We had a guest joining us named
Tim Wiles from Renovo Advantage who does health measurements and interprets them. Tim
will actually be working with our clients directly, gathering measurements and diving in depth
with health minded—clients. While we were eating dinner, he started with getting basic
measurements on everyone. This included weight, hydration levels, and heart monitoring.
Through the heart monitor, not only could he tell your heart rate and beats per minute, but he could also
tell your bodies recovery level based off of how effective breathing regulation was. It was so cool to get so
much information from just a quick introductory session!
After dinner, Tim set up a presentation to go more in depth about what he measures and what it
means. His company is founded upon providing healing for people who have experienced some kind of
trauma by improving resiliency and preventing burnout. He explained that when your body is in stress, it
depletes your energy and resources. When someone is in a traumatic state of mind or carries high stress,
they are constantly in depletion mode. In order for someone to recover, they have to enter the recovery
mode. Things that promote recovery are deep breathing, meditating and praying. This peaceful state takes
your body out of defense and allows it to rejuvenate. Tim explained that even good stress, moments of
high adrenaline like skydiving or roller coaster riding, can put your body in depletion. This is because it’s
natural to have a back and forth, but the important thing is making sure you give yourself time to restore.
The most interesting part was Tim’s emphasis on God and how He is so influential in this healing process.
He says that he’s seen from his scientific research that prayer is one of the most effective restorative
practices, and that spirituality can be a cornerstone in health. Isn’t it just amazing
what God does for us and the support He offers, that you can see it even in
science?
Meanwhile, when we were learning about restoring ourselves, the kids
were doing fun STEAM activities. This means they were doing activities on
science, technology, or math using art as a medium for learning. During this
lesson, they also had the chance to make slime, something almost like extremely
sticky and slimy play dough that is very popular with the kids. Overall, it was a
great Well that offered a lot of fun and learning for all ages!
An example of slime, the activity the kids made during the Well.
~Thank you so much for all that you do for Ripple of One to enrich our client’s lives~ Rachel and the
Ripple staff
Join us for an AMAZING week at Mars and Beyond, SPC's
Vacation Bible School. We will have a great time learning
exciting Bible stories, playing awesome games, eating, making
neat stuff in crafts, dancing to the music, and meeting “EP3-20
Robot.” All this happens the week of July 8 – 12, from 9:00 am
'til noon each day. You won't want to miss this Mars and
Beyond adventure! Please invite your children and
grandchildren and the neighborhood kids to discover their strength in God! You can sign up on our web site
sprez.org. See you there!
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Below is a listing of this year’s Lenten lunches and opportunities for worship with our
sister congregations in Seneca. For those new to the tradition, worship begins at noon
at each church followed by a lunch provided free of charge by that congregation.
Please mark your calendars and join in this outstanding opportunity. It is a great way
to worship in different styles and with many faces that we look forward to seeing each
Lent. You can always count on finding many familiar Seneca Presbyterian faces in the
crowd, too!
Date

Host Church

Preacher

Title

3-Apr

Seneca Presbyterian

Ryan Perry/Seneca Baptist

I Thirst

10-Apr

Ascension Episcopal

Mike Shelton/Seneca Presbyterian

It Is Finished

17-Apr

St. Mark UMC

Ryan Wilson/Trinity Baptist

Father, Into Your Hands I
Commend My Spirit

Holy Week Worship Services
Plan to join us for the tradition of sharing worship each evening at 6 p.m.
Date

Host Church

Preaching

April 17
Seneca Presbyterian Church
Rev. Reese
April 18
*Walhalla Presbyterian Church
Rev. White
600 East Main St., Walhalla, SC. From Big Lots, go north on Hwy. 28 towards Walhalla 6.5 miles. Church is on your
left.
April 19
*Bethel Presbyterian Church
Rev. Strickland
580 Bethel Church Rd., Walhalla, SC. From Big Lots, go north on Hwy. 28 towards Walhalla 5.7 miles to Hwy. 11 at
Ingles. Turn right on Hwy. 11. Go 6.1 miles to Lecroy Road and turn right. Go .8 miles and turn left on Bethel
Church Road. The church is .1 miles on the left.
*No refreshments

Palm Sunday is April 14, 2019
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Circle 2 meeting is April 2nd, at 10:15 a.m. Join us in the church library.
Lou Schuman, Chr. 718-9177

Circle 6 meeting is the first Wednesday, April 3rd, at 5:30 p.m. Join us at the Ye’ Ole Sandwich Shop.
Kathy Gerner, Chr. 903-3455.
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Important Dates
DATE

EVENT

April 3

Ecumenical Lenten Service at SPC
12:00 noon

April 7

Communion

April 9

LITURGIST 11:00 a.m.

Paul LaRoche

Nan Schwartz

Noel Lehner

Steve Gibson

Lyn Norton

Chuck Kellner

Kelly Holleman

Sally Fortune

Fellowship Supper
Lighthouse 5:30 p.m.

April 14

Palm Sunday

April 17

Holy Week at SPC 6:00 p.m.

April 21

Easter

April 28

LITURGIST 9:00 a.m.

Pledge Statements – Mailing of quarterly pledge statements is being suspended. Annual
statements (December 31) will continue to be mailed. If you need a quarterly statement mailed
to you, please contact the church office.
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April Birthdays and
*Anniversaries
April 1
Betty Arnold
Danny Day
Chuck & Judy Kellner*
Mike & Donna Shelton*
April 3
Don Pomeroy
April 4
Manuel & Carla Honea*
April 5
Barry Conway
Helen & Gordon Lewis*
April 6
Sue Anders
Ellen Hotz
April 7
Gordon Lewis
John McLellan
April 9
Bob White
April 10
Louis Holleman

April 11
Pat Hendershot
April 12
Manuel Honea
April 13
Jerry Fouts
April 18

Memorials and
Honorariums
Barney Allgood: Mary Berry
Leroy Drew: His Grandchildren, Sandy Atkinson,
Chuck and Judy Kellner, and Jonathan and Nancy
Young
Larry Hansen: Henry and Virginia Gordon
Bob Miller: Chuck and Judy Kellner and Ken and Lou
Schuman
Meg Shull: Ann Smith, Bill and Alice Cochran, Ken and
Lou Schuman, and Lavonne and Tim Moon

Ernie Lombard

Flower Calendar

April 19
Lucy Murr
April 21
Martha Mahaffee
April 22
Larry Marett
April 23

April 7 — Communion
April 14 — Palm Sunday
April 21 —Easter
April 28 — Sally Fortune is giving flowers
in loving memory of Dean Fortune for
his birthday on April 16th.

Jack Schwartz
April 26
Walker Calderwood

Friend in Faith Quote
for April

April 28
Don Erdman
April 29
Natalie & Ryan Schwartz*

In an effort to reducing printing/mailing costs, we will begin distributing the Presby Press via e-mail, or on
our Web Site (SPREZ), or you can pick up a printed copy at the church or continue to receive it in the mail. If
you would like to continue receiving a printed copy, please fill in the form below and place in the collection
plate.
Presby Press Preference:
Name: _________________________________________________
Printed copy mailed ______ OR pick up at church ______
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Opportunities For Study
Each of these classes is open to
new participants and welcomes
visitors at any time. Please
consider these opportunities,
choose one that meets your needs
or piques your interest, and then
visit to find out more.

Children's Sunday School
We meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
downstairs in the Craft Room. There
will be a snack, a lesson, and an
activity each morning.
Men’s Bible Study
What: The Present Word

Sara Davis Stribling Class

Where: Youth Room

What: The Present Word

(Archie Barron Hall)

Where: Sara Davis Stribling Room
Teacher:

Pat Harris, Larry Josey

Contact:

Jane Thomas, 882-1202

Teachers: Louis Holleman
Contact: Louis Holleman, 885-0922
The Koinonia Class

Open Door Class
What: The Wired Word

What: Studying the video series

(Topics vary weekly)

Where: Library

Christianity and World Religions:
Questions We Ask About Other Faiths

Facilitator: Bonnie Andruszka

Where: Koinonia Room

Contact: Bonnie Andruszka, 973-8008

Led by: Brenda Thomson
Contact: Dan Toole, 364-4846

Everyone is Welcome
Please join us
Brown Bag and Bible Study (BB&B)
What: Brown Bag and Bible Study Group
(BB&B) meets at noon each
Thursday in the Sara Davis
Stribling classroom, reading
“Beautiful Outlaw” by John
Eldredge.
For
more
information,
you
may
contact Becky Drew at 888-3409.
rebeccadrew@bellsouth.net.

The Beautiful Outlaw
There is no way to know
Jesus
without
knowing
his
personality. Reading his story
without knowing his personality is
like watching television with the
sound turned off. But when we
discover his true character,
suddenly all of Jesus’ remarkable
qualities burst forth with color and
brilliance like fireworks. Come join
our Thursday Bible Study Group as
we read John Eldredge’s book
“THE BEAUTIFUL OUTLAW” where
we are invited to discover the
Jesus we never knew.
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The Friendship Pads are very important. Please do not
forget to indicate which service you are attending and print
clearly. This helps us in our record-keeping. If you have a
visitor sitting next to you, please help them with the
friendship pad. Thank you!

https://www.sprez.org/home
Or just type Seneca Presbyterian Church and our web site
will come up. When you are on our web site you can see
what is happening, sign-up for pot lucks, check out the
bulletin, read and listen to the sermons. Pay the web site a
visit, play around and see all the things we have to offer.

If your child or grandchild has recently celebrated or
excelled at something, send us a message and a picture
if you have one, so we can brag on them in the Presby
Press. Just call the church office (882-2505) or leave us a
note or email Robin at rsmithspc@bellsouth.net.

Keep Collecting

2019 Calendars, Box Tops
and UPC labels
They can be placed in the church
library.
The
calendars
are
distributed at Our Daily Bread, Our
Daily Rest, “FamilyFriends”, and
OPSF.

“Ladies That Do
Lunch” gather
the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month at The
Spot on Ram Cat Alley at 12:00
noon. Everyone is welcome—
come and
e n j o y
g o o d
fellowship
and great
food!

Seneca Presbyterian
Church Officers
Session 2019

Moderator: W. Mike Shelton
Clerk of Session: Helen Kelly
Treasurer: Barbara Davenport
Administration:
Jerry Fouts, Moderator
Building & Grounds:
Glenn McCants, Moderator
Tim Moon
Christian Education:
Kathy Gerner, Moderator
Fellowship:
Jan Palmer, Moderator
Finance:
Ann Castle, Moderator
Missions/Outreach:
Bonnie Andruszka and Ann Smith,
Co-Moderators
Stewardship:
Lyn Norton, Moderator
Worship:
Nancy Clayton, Moderator
Mark Davenport, Co-Moderator

Deacons
Co-Moderators:
Becky Drew, Donna Absher
Susan Caldwell, Jan Crismore,
Pat Harris, Kelly Holleman,
Carla Honea, Lesley LaRoche,
Chad Laxton, Mark McJunkin,
Lavonne Moon, Diana Owens,
Julie Perkins, Dian Yanessa

Trustees
Class of 2019: Bob Norton
Class of 2020: Jerry Crabtree
Class of 2021 Danny Day
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit us at
www.sprez.org
@ Seneca
Presbyterian Church
Telephone – 864-882-2505

FAX – 864-882-2528

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Friday, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Dr. W. Mike Shelton, Interim Pastor
mikeshelton407@gmail.com
Rev. Richard Caldwell, Parish Associate
rwcfrog@bellsouth.net
Dr. Robert S. Dendy, Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Les and Dr. Cindy Morgan, Missionary
Ernie Lombard, Parish Nurse
Tuesdays - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
elombardspc@bellsouth.net

Carla Padgett, Director of Music
carla@carlasart.com
Robin Smith, Church Secretary
rsmithspc@bellsouth.net
Glenda Pitts, Financial Secretary
gpittsspc@outlook.com
James Gaines, Custodian
Jonathan Hoover, Custodian

