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Dear Church Family: 

 

Thank you to all the committee moderators, PW officers, including chairs, Sunday 

School teachers, Treasurer Michele Creel and trustees, and Pastor Nancy Morris for all 

their time and energy expended on putting together this comprehensive annual report. It 

is a lot of hard work, but we hope it is a thorough journal of the activities and mission of 

SPC, this time from June 30, 2015 through July 1, 2016. This has remained a tricky 

balancing act to get the time frame covered, but we hope we have done the job! A 

special thank you to our secretary Robin Smith, who spent COUNTLESS hours 

combining, retyping, and formatting reports. Thank you, Robin! 

Included in this report are some exciting "Session Initiatives" that point toward the 

flourishing future of SPC. First of all is the planning for the 100th anniversary celebration 

of our sanctuary. There are four teams working on this project: Building and Grounds, 

Church History, Legacy Campaign, and the Worship Celebration. All teams are already 

meeting to produce proposals that will greatly improve our facilities as well as our 

historical foundation, and ensure that June 24, 2017 will be a "day to remember"! 

In this report, you will also find the Final Report to the Session from the Conversation 

Team, previously published in the Presby Press. This concludes hard work and depth of 

thought, resulting in an inclusive statement of SPC regarding our stance on 

homosexuality. 

The beginnings of an Interfaith Dialogue are catalogued in this report, hopefully to serve 

as a basis of much-needed discussion and action in the future. And there is a report 

submitted by Nancy about the Neighborhood Gatherings at which many ideas and 

opinions were shared. 

Thank you, again, to all who submitted reports, and hopefully we have presented a fair 

representation of the year at Seneca Presbyterian Church. Ann Smith 
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

Year 2015 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jerry Fouts 
Lyn Norton 
Larry Marett 

 
SESSION 

Michele Creel 
Danny Day 

Joan Erdman 
John Hostetler 
Donna Beebe 
Helen Kelly 

Paul LaRoche 
Noel Lehner 
Lucy Murr 
Emily Land 
Cecil Rigby 
Marti Usher 

 
CLERK OF SESSION 

Bob Norton 
 

DIACONATE 
Bonnie Andruszka 

Kelly Holleman 
Ann Castle 

Maria Leitner - Secretary 
Becky Drew 
Pat Harris 

Manuel Honea 
Ann Smith 

Cindi Lesley 
Jill Marett 

Karen McBryde - Moderator 
Elizabeth Long 

Nan Arnold Schwartz 
Alicia Rannou 
Dian Yanessa 
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 
2015 

 

SESSION 
 

Moderator:  Nancy M. Morris 
Clerk of Session:  Booty Catlin 

 

 Administration     Building & Grounds 
  John Hostetler, Moderator    Emily Land, Moderator 
         Danny Day 
 
 Christian Education    Fellowship 
  Donna Beebe, Moderator    Joan Erdman, Moderator 
 
 Finance      Mission and Community Care 
  Paul LaRoche, Moderator    Lucy Murr, Moderator 
  Michele Creel, Treasurer    Cecil Rigby 
 
 Outreach Development    Stewardship 
  Marti Usher, Moderator    Noel Lehner, Moderator 
 
 Worship 
  Helen Kelly, Moderator 
 

DEACONS 

Karen McBryde, Moderator 
Maria Leitner, Secretary 

 

Bonnie Andruszka, Ann Castle, Becky Drew, Pat Harris, Kelly Holleman, Manuel 
Honea, Cindi Lesley, Elizabeth Long, Jill Marett, Alicia Rannou, Nan Arnold Schwartz, 
Ann Smith, and Dian Yanessa. 
 

TRUSTEES 

Class of 2015  Class of 2016  Class of 2017 
         Jerry Fouts         Lyn Norton        Larry Marett 
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

Year 2016 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jerry Fouts 
Lyn Norton 
Larry Marett 

 
CLERK OF SESSION 

Booty Catlin 
 

Treasure: 
Michele Creel 

 
SESSION 
Danny Day 

Joan Erdman 
Donna Beebe 
Helen Kelly 

Paul LaRoche 
Emily Land 
Cecil Rigby 
Marti Usher 
Lewis Creel 

Louis Holleman 
Jim Kenworthy 

George Strobeck 
 

DIACONATE 
Bonnie Andruszka 

Kelly Holleman 
Maria Leitner - Secretary 

Pat Harris 
Ann Smith 
Jill Marett 

Karen McBryde - Moderator 
Elizabeth Long 

Nan Arnold Schwartz 
Alicia Rannou 
Dian Yanessa 

Vicki Andy 
Becky Hetherington 

David Stedman 
Nancy Wilson 
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 
2016 

 

SESSION 
 

Moderator: Nancy M. Morris 
Clerk of Session: Booty Catlin 

Treasurer: Michele Creel 
 

 Administration     Building & Grounds 
 Lewis Creel, Moderator Emily Land, Moderator 
 Danny Day 
 
 Christian Education    Fellowship 
 Donna Beebe, Moderator Joan Erdman, Moderator 
 
 Finance      Mission and Community Care 
 Paul LaRoche, Moderator Cecil Rigby, Moderator 
 
 Outreach Development    Stewardship 
 Marti Usher, Moderator Louis Holleman, Moderator 
 
 Worship 
 Helen Kelly, Moderator 
 

DEACONS 

Karen McBryde, Moderator 
Maria Leitner, Secretary 

 

Bonnie Andruszka, Vicki Andy, Pat Harris, Becky Hetherington, Kelly Holleman, 
Elizabeth Long, Jill Marett, Alicia Rannou, Nan Arnold Schwartz, Ann Smith, David 
Stedman, Nancy Wilson, Dian Yanessa 
 

TRUSTEES 

Class of 2015  Class of 2016  Class of 2017 
         Jerry Fouts         Lyn Norton        Larry Marett 
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STATISTICAL REPORT 
7/1/2015-6/30/2016 

 
At the beginning of 6/30/2015 we had 336 members 

 
 

We received    by Profession of Faith 0  
by Transfer of Church Letter 14  
by Reaffirmation of Faith 5  
by Affiliate Membership 0  

  19 
   
   

We lost by       Transfer of Church Letter 6  
by Death 8  
Removed from Church Roll 0  

  14 
   

Active Membership at the end of 6/30/2016 341  
   

Members Joining in 2015-2016   
   

Bob & Carol Bickel   
Bill & Carolyn Palmer   
Tim & Lavonne Moon   
Amanda Childers   
David Nicholson   
Tony Knowles   
Tracy Andrews   
Larry & Karen Hansen   
David & Carol Hartman   
Larry & Kaki Harmon   
Doug & Barbara Click   
Janis Morrison   
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SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ACRONYMS 

B&G -     Buildings and Grounds OPSF - Oconee Presbyterian Service  
DSS -     Department of Social Services        Fund 
M/CC -   Missions & Community Care SERRV - Sales Exchange 
ODB -     Our Daily Bread        Refugee Rehabilitation and Vocation 
ODR -     Our Daily Rest VIMM -    Volunteers in Medical Missions 
 

SENECA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

EASTER --- One Great Hour of Sharing 

Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through One 

Great Hour of Sharing to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the 

world. Your generous gifts to this Special Offering help provide relief to those affected 

by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and assist in helping to empower the 

poor and oppressed. 

MOTHER'S DAY --- Presbyterian Communities 

The first Mother’s Day Offering to assist with charitable care was taken on May 9, 1954. 

Over the years, this offering has become a tradition in hundreds of congregations across 

the state, and serves as a wonderful way for churches to remember some very special 

members who now call PCSC home! 

 

THANKSGIVING --- Thornwell Children's Home 

Each Thanksgiving we celebrate our blessings by supporting Thornwell. They provide 

love and homes for children who can no longer live with their biological families. 

There are success stories that remind us how valuable their care is as we see them 

move on to become educated, caring and contributing members of society. 

 

CHRISTMAS --- Joy Gift 

Whether providing financial assistance to current and former church workers and their 

families, or providing opportunities for deserving students to attend Presbyterian-related 

racial ethnic colleges and schools, your generous gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will 

bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in circumstance or spirit. 

 

http://www.preshomesc.org/


 

 



8 

ADMINISTRATION/HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

July, 2015 

 The Personnel Committee presented and received approval by the Session to 
hire Jonathan Hoover, a replacement for Stephen M. Jones, Church Custodian. 

 All personnel files have been moved and secured in Pastor Morris’s office. 
 

August, 2015 

 No administrative report 
 

September, 2015 

 A new cell phone and tablet were purchased to replace Pastor Morris’s old cell 
phone that no longer functioned. 

 Pastor Morris’s dental enrollment with the Board of Pensions was activated 
August 16, 2015. 

 GuideOne Insurance requested an electrical inspection by a licensed electrical 
contractor for the Church/Education Building and the Fellowship Building of the 
church. Arrangements have been made to complete this request. 

 Travelers Insurance requested a Premium Audit for Worker’s Compensation to 
accurately reflect the church’s business exposures. Arrangements have been 
made to complete this request. 

 

October, 2015 

 The Premium Audit for Travelers Insurance has been completed and is on file in 
the church secretary’s office. 

 The electrical inspection requested by GuideOne Insurance has been completed 
and is on file in the church secretary’s office. James W. Benson’s Electrical 
Service conducted the inspection. 

 

November, 2015 

 Session accepted the resignation of Tracie Sims, part-time secretary. 

 Session approved eliminating the part-time secretary’s position and shifting those 
duties to the church secretary. This change would be evaluated by February 15, 
2016 to determine its continuance. 

 

December, 2015 

 Upstate Insurance Agency reported that the audit for the Workers Compensation 
policy of Seneca Presbyterian Church has revealed that the payrolls were not as 
estimated and resulted in an additional premium amount. Arrangements have 
been made to resolve this audit issue. 

 
 
 

Submitted by 
 

John Hostetler, Moderator 
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January, 2016 

 Per current IRS guidelines, a new mileage rate has been put into effect for all 
staff travel. 

 Tracie Sims has resigned from SPC to engage in a full time position with a local 
manufacturer. Robin Smith was offered a position that would include the role 
Tracie covered. A trial period would be put into place for the normal 
orientation/training. 

 
February, 2016 

 Robin Smith successfully completed the orientation/training period and accepted 
the position to handle the church administrative functions (replacing the role 
previously occupied by Tracie Sims). 

 The Administration Team did a comprehensive review of the Policy/Procedure 
manual and made appropriate changes. 

 
March, 2016 

 Work began on coordination of employee performance review. 

 The administrative contracts were reviewed (workers’ compensation, liability, etc) 
and found to be in order. 

 
April, 2016 

 Work was initiated to put together a new budget reflecting all update 
requirements required for the new year. 

 
May, 2016 

 Performance reviews were all completed in a timely fashion and all reviews were 
at the “exceeds expectation” level. 

 A proposal was made to the Session related to the annual Administrative budget. 
 

June, 2016 

 A revision was made to the policy that would reflect the addition of the Moderator 
of Diaconate in the annual performance review process for the Pastor. 

 The Administrative budget for 2016-2017 was approved and included the 
continued benefit of the Parish Nurse position. 

 
 

Submitted by 
 

Lewis Creel, Moderator 

Jim Kenworthy, Team Member 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS 2015-2016 

The 2015-2016 fiscal year was a busy one for the Building and Grounds Committee. 
Volunteers gave of their time and effort in the following instances: loose tile in the 
Educational Building stairwell was repaired, wrought iron railing was painted, memorial 
garden fountain was maintained, leak around First Street entrance to Educational 
Building was repaired, scale on holly shrubs was successfully treated, and outside 
heating/air conditioning units were numbered. 
 
There were several problems with the sanctuary chandeliers during the year but all 
were finally repaired and have had no further difficulties. A new ice maker was 
purchased from Capital Improvement/Emergency funds. To ensure proper ventilation, it 
was positioned in a new location between the kitchen and Pastors’ Hall. 
 
A new vinyl ceiling was installed on the ground level breezeway between the 
Educational Building and Barron Hall. The sheetrock and plaster were repaired in the 
sanctuary under the center window on the parking lot side and in two places in the 
balcony. Painting was done after the repair work was completed. 
 
Various shrubs and trees received much needed pruning during the winter months. The 
memorial garden has received considerable attention during the year and it shows. 
Kathy Krech Bridges offered suggestions for permanent plants and she planted some. 
An anonymous donor supplied funds for purchasing the plants and volunteers provided 
the time and energy to keep them weeded, fertilized, pruned and watered. 
 
The Building and Grounds Committee spent a great deal of time obtaining and 
reviewing bids for repair of the gutters on the sanctuary. A company representative met 
with the committee prior to a final decision being made. The work was completed in a 
satisfactory manner. Barron Hall and Educational Building gutters were cleaned on the 
inside and outside as well. 
 
An anonymous donor made it possible to install a hot water heater in the custodians’ 
closet. New locks were all keyed alike for the three outside doors of the Chapter House. 
Twenty-two people helped make spring clean-up day on April 16, 2016, a success. 
 
The drive-through connecting Barron Hall and Knohl Hall has been pressure washed 
and will be painted soon. The carpet in Pastors’ Hall has been professionally cleaned 
and the exhaust fan switch in the kitchen has been replaced. Two baby changing 
stations were purchased and installed—one in each restroom in Knohl Hall. 
 
Our two custodians, James Gaines and Jonathan Hoover, are vital in maintaining our 
church facilities.  We are indeed blessed to have them. 
 

Submitted by 
 

Emily Land, Moderator 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 2015 - 2016 

The Christian Education Committee members include Kathy Gerner, Ann Smith, Lyn 

Norton, Brenda Thomson, Bonnie Andruszka, Donna Beebe and Pastor Nancy Morris. 

 

Sunday School Classes 

There are four Adult Sunday School Classes which normally meet at 10:00 each 

Sunday morning; the classes include the Men's Bible Study Group, the Sara Stribling 

Bible Class, Open Door Class and the Koinonia Class. There is a Children's Sunday 

School Class which is led by Susan Caldwell and Ann Smith. 

 

There are two hired Nursery Workers who work with our babies and toddlers. Alicia 

Rannou is our Nursery Coordinator. 

 

Adult Bible Studies 

During the week there are two study groups which regularly meet. The Adult Bible Study 

Group meets on Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:00. The Brown Bag and Bible Study meets 

Thursday from 12:00 to 1:15 p.m. 

 

In addition to these two groups, there were Special Bible Studies during the year. 

During Advent, there was a four-week Bible Study of "Mary Had a Baby". During Lent, 

there was a Bible Study facilitated by Brenda Thomson. The Great Decisions Study was 

led by Jay Hetherington whose lifetime of professional experience and study as a 

teacher provided insightful knowledge and deeper understanding of a variety of 

challenging world issues. 

 

Children's Vacation Bible School was held in July, 2015 with good attendance and much 

success thanks to the hard work of the teaching staff and many helpers under the 

leadership of Ann Smith. 

 

Adult Bible School was August 2nd through 5th with about 78 participants; Dr. Peter 

Hobbie was our presenter of "The History of the Bible". Dr. Hobbie's Biblical wisdom 

was inspiring and educational. The Fellowship Committee and the Christian Education 

Committee provided meals each night. 

 

The church library is kept organized by Betty Dubose. There is a good selection of 

books, DVDs and puzzles waiting to be checked out. There are plenty of historical 

pictures, reports, and church pictures there to be reviewed. 

 

Fellowship Suppers continued throughout the year with special programs and 

presentations. The Fellowship Committee always provides a wonderful meal and Lyn 
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Norton coordinates the speakers/presenters. Programs vary from the SOAR Program , 

Thornwell Children's Home, Seneca High School Madrigal Singers, to seeing the 

Chapter House and learning about all the programs that meet there. 

 

The Women's Retreat was March 11-12 at Asbury Retreat Center in Cleveland, South 

Carolina. Rev. Julie Schaaf was the presenter at the retreat. Brenda Thomson 

coordinated the weekend. The Retreat was a spiritually enriching and bonding event. 

 

July 2015- June 2016 was a busy and blessed time for the Christian Education 

Committee. Christian Education at Seneca Presbyterian Church is exciting, educational, 

inspiring, and creative and helps our members with their journey of living a life grounded 

in the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

 

Submitted by 

 

Donna Beebe 
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CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL 2015 - 2016 

Each Sunday morning during the school year, at 10 a.m. you can hear the excited 

voices of the elementary age children who gather downstairs for Sunday School. Our 

group may be small, but the children (and the parents who bring them) are faithful and 

excited about learning! This year we began using the Presbyterian Church's own 

curriculum, "Growing in Grace and Gratitude", and will continue that this coming year. 

The children studied the book of Genesis in depth, learning the stories of the great men 

and women in our history. Each lesson involved exploring how God's grace in their lives 

and ours gives us hope and purpose, and we responded with gratitude through songs 

and prayers and outreach projects. We studied both Luke and Acts, learning about the 

example of Jesus and the amazing work of the early church. 

In December, the children held a bake sale after morning worship to raise money to 

help support our World Vision friend Alga who lives in Ethiopia, and to purchase 10 

"Welcome Baskets" for the children at Thornwell Home. Our congregation was so 

enthusiastic for the bake sale that we were able to make a special Christmas gift to 

Alga. She and her family received new clothes and a second goat! Sandy Olsen was so 

excited about our Thornwell project and made 25 beautiful blankets to add to the 

Welcome Baskets which are laundry baskets filled with towels, pillows, toiletries, 

brushes and combs and stuffed animals. The baskets are given to children as they 

arrive at Thornwell from difficult home situations. We are excited that the children of our 

church are involved both in study and mission, and additionally enjoy the friendship and 

love of our congregation! 

Submitted by 

Susan Caldwell 
Ann Smith 

KOINONIA 2015 - 2016 

Over the past year, the Koinonia Sunday School Class has used a variety of materials. 

Earlier in the year, the class completed a series of video lectures on Jesus and the 

Gospels. During Advent, Brenda Thomson and Donna Beebe facilitated a multi-media 

study of the book, Mary Had a Baby. During Lent, Brenda led a study on John. Since 

Lent, we have been using another series of video lectures on The Lives of Great 

Christians, interspersed with discussions on contemporary Christian subjects 

conducted by Richard Caldwell. 

Submitted by 

Dan Toole 
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MEN'S BIBLE CLASS 2015-2016 
 

 July, 2015 – Hiatus 

 August 2, 2015 – Men’s Breakfast 
Louis Holleman presided 
John Palmer, former Air Force One Chef – Speaker 

 September 27, 2015 – Men’s Breakfast 
Jerry Crabtree and Louis Creel presented information regarding the 
church and discussion on homosexuality 

 December – sponsored DSS child 

 June, 2016 – Hiatus 
 

Money sent to church office:  $140.00   (7/2015 -6/2016) 
Money sent to Thornwell:        $500.00   (2015) 
 

Submitted by 
 

Chris Turner – President 
Louis Holleman – Teacher 

 

OPEN DOOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 2015-2016 

The Open Door Sunday School Class continues to read a book chosen by class 
members to spark our class discussion. We have an ever-changing group of 
participants, and always welcome new additions to our discussions. 
 

In September, we began a discussion from the book Searching for Sunday; loving, 
leaving and finding the church, written by Rachel Held Evans. It was an interesting book 
written by a young woman who was struggling with her role in church. It was written 
through stories of her struggles and organized around sacraments of the church. It led 
to many discussions of our own experiences, both high and low, within our church life. 
 

We agreed to postpone the completion of Searching for Sunday to join the Koinonia 
Class for the Advent Study of a Mary Had a Baby. We enjoyed the change of pace and 
discussion with additional members. 
 

We finished up Searching for Sunday in January and began Nadia Bolz-Weber’s book, 
Accidental Saints in February which took us through the end of the year. The 
discussions were interesting and often lively with some class members having a difficult 
time understanding Nadia’s viewpoint. We explored many individuals and personalities 
that we would not typically think of as “saints”. It was a great chance to share the 
ordinary people in our lives that were our saints. 
 

Submitted by 
 

Bonnie Andruszka 
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SARA DAVIS STRIBLING SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 2015-2016 

The Sara Davis Stribling Sunday School Class is studying the adult student's book "The 

Present Word". We have three wonderful teachers: Pat Harris, Larry Josey, and Margot 

Holmquist, We have twelve members who are active and two inactive members. Our 

class contributed to community missions 

We invite you to join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. 

Submitted by 

Betty Aschom, President 

 

Sara Davis Stribling Sunday School Class 

2015 – 2016 Financial/Attendance Report 

Contributions/Donations/Expenses: 
 

Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund  $1,330.00  

Cards, stamps, gifts for sick class members, etc. 125.00  

Seneca Presbyterian Church in Memory of Dorothy Beaty 50.00  

Oconee County Backpack Program 320.00  

Marvin’s Kids Christmas Donation 50.00  

Good Samaritan Fund 100.00  

Two DSS children sponsored for Christmas 200.00  

  $2,175.00 

Total to Church Office from Sunday School Collections  504.86 

Total  $2,679.86 

   
Average Class Attendance-- July 1, 2015 -  June 30, 2016  10 

 

Submitted by 
 

Emily Land, Treasurer 
Janey Turner, Secretary 
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BROWN BAG & BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

The Brown Bag and Bible Study Group (BB&B) meets at noon each Thursday in the 

Sara Davis Stribling classroom. Attendees are welcome to bring their lunch. This year 

we were on hiatus for the month of July, reconvening on August 4th. The Gospel of John 

has been our focus. We don’t follow a strict schedule which allows us to devote the 

necessary time for questions and debate. Periodically, we have chosen books written by 

Adam Hamilton as our text. Currently there are 14 members who participate in our 

group. We invite you to attend and add your prospective to our lively discussions. 

Additionally, BB&B has had the unique experience of sponsoring a participant of the 

Ripple of One Program for three years. It has been a rewarding opportunity to follow 

Patrice’s progress as she fulfilled each goal toward graduation from the program. We 

will celebrate her graduation from Tri County this Fall. We look forward to continuing our 

relationship with Ripple of One. 

Submitted by 
 

Becky Drew 
 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT STUDY GROUP 

Unless other SPC activities took precedence, The Adult Study Group met in the Men’s 

Bible Class Room on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 until 7:30. Attendance varied from 

5 to 8 persons. 

The topics considered during the last year were: 

 Gnostic Thought presented by Gordon Lewis 

 An open discussion on the development of Christianity and other faiths presented 

by Paul LaRoche 

 John, The Gospel of Light and Life presented by Brenda Thomson 

 A DVD series by Luke, Timothy Johnson, presented by Alan Thomson 

The class is not meeting during the summer months. 

 

Submitted by 

Gordon Lewis 
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CONGREGATIONAL NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The 2015 Congregational Nominating Committee consisted of the following at-large 

members of the congregation: Kathy Gerner, Joan Krech, Jerry Land, and Don Lesley. 

Karen McBryde represented the Diaconate and Cecil Rigby was the elder serving as 

vice-moderator. Elder Paul LaRoche served as Moderator. The committee met during 

the months of May and June and presented the following as officer candidates: 

For Trustee  Jerry Fouts 

For Deacon  Vicki Andy   Becky Hetherington 

   David Stedman  Kelly Holleman 

   Nancy Wilson 

For Elder  Lewis Creel   Jim Kenworthy 

   George Strobeck  Donna Beebe 

The officer candidates were presented to the congregation and elected unanimously. 

 

Submitted by 
 

Paul LaRoche, Moderator 
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FELLOWSHIP 2015 - 2016 

There are many opportunities for fellowship at Seneca Presbyterian Church, but the 

Fellowship Committee is principally involved in those that include sharing meals or 

refreshments. Because these activities usually utilize the kitchen of the fellowship hall, 

the Fellowship Committee is also charged with the responsibility of keeping the kitchen 

supplied and in order. 

 

Beginning our year in July, we celebrated Independence Day with a picnic on July 5. 
The threatening weather dictated that we hold the festivities in the fellowship hall, but 
the hot dogs and sides tasted just as good indoors. In August, the Fellowship 
Committee arranged for three of the four meals at Adult Vacation Bible School, in 
cooperation with the Christian Education Committee. The summer season closed with 
an outdoor service at South Cove Park, after which the Fellowship Committee served a 
barbeque luncheon. 
 

The October potluck featured a program about the Thornwell School in Clinton, in which 
we learned a great deal about their programs and how we could help. In November the 
potluck attendees were treated to music by the Seneca High School Madrigals—always 
a popular program. We finished 2015 with our annual Christmas Dinner on December 6. 
A delicious meal was catered by Pam Headapohl, with set-up and clean-up handled by 
the Fellowship Committee. 
 

2016 began with a 100th birthday celebration for Garland Smith. About 100 friends 
showed up to wish him well! The January potluck had to be cancelled due to bad 
weather, but the program giving us an update on the work of the Oconee Presbyterian 
Service Fund was shifted to the February 9 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper.  
Following that, the Fellowship Committee prepared the Lenten Ecumenical Luncheon 
on February 17, serving 165 to 170 plates. 
 

March brought a special series of three Sunday events, including lectures by Dr. Hobbie 
and lunch. The sponsoring committee planned the lunches, but Fellowship helped with 
clean-up. We also hosted a potluck on March 16 with a program about the Ramsay 
Creek Reserve Natural burial site. Easter breakfast on March 27 was served by Beverly 
Crabtree and team, but she asked that Fellowship do the clean-up. 
 

The April potluck featured a talk by Ryan Schwartz about his program at Blue Ridge 
Elementary School. In May, the Fellowship Committee was asked to serve a cookout at 
the Chapter House, so that the congregation could get a closer look at that building, 
hear about its many uses by the community, and understand the need for repairs. It also 
provided a wonderful time of reminiscing about its history—a fitting close to our 2015-
2016 calendar year. 
 
 

Submitted by 
 

Joan Erdman, Moderator 
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FINANCE 2015 - 2016 

Another year has passed since the Session struggled to balance projected income with 

projected budgetary expenses. How did we do? 
 

Income was projected at $391,375 and you should be proud to know that total income 

for the fiscal year was $6,283 above projection. On the expense side, the moderators 

did an excellent job controlling expenses which came in at $18,341 under budget. Most 

of that resulting from savings in the Administration budget. 
 

As a result of the additional income and expense savings, along with some unbudgeted 

items, we reflected a net income of $27,911 for the fiscal year. We are fortunate to have 

such a giving congregation and dedicated moderators. 
 

Now let us focus on the upcoming fiscal year (2016/17) budget. 
 

The first item of business was to determine the total amount of pledges as a basis for 

projecting total budgetary income. Thanks to the willingness of the congregation to 

share the Lords’ gifts, we received 106 pledges totaling $341,440. Compared to last 

year when we received 100 pledges totaling $314,844, this is an increase of $26,596.  

Using the newly pledged amount of $341,440 as the base, and estimating unpledged 

contributions based on history along with other income such as rent, we are comfortable 

in projecting income of $407,000 for the coming fiscal year. 
 

On the expense side, the total of the moderators’ budgetary expenses for the coming 

fiscal year is $428,643. This amount includes the parish nurse expense which will be 

partially offset by $13,000 from monies which were set aside to finance the parish nurse 

in previous years and never expended. This results in total budgeted expenses of 

$415,000 ($428,000 - $13,000). The gap between projected income and budgetary 

expenses being only $8,000 ($415,000 - $407,000) and with history indicating that 

actual expenses are generally under budget, the Session adopted the expense budget, 

as submitted by the moderators, with no adjustments. This is good news, because our 

giving to benevolences such as Good Sam, OPSF and Our Daily Bread has been 

restored to previous levels. 
 

You can rest assured our finances and our ability to positively affect our community 

remains sound. 

 

I would be remiss if I did not give a special thanks to our Treasurer, Michele Creel, for 

maintaining our accounting system and providing us with accurate financial data on a 

timely basis every month of the year. 
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Thanks to all who work in the finance area. The counters, two of whom show up every 

Monday for the count: 
 

 Noel Lehner      Marti Usher 

 Chuck Kellner     Pat Harris 

 Wayne Montague     Emily Land 

 Donald Lesley     George Strobeck 
 

 

The check signers, who show up to sign the checks on their Sunday: 
 

 Mike Harper      Bob Akroyd 

 Jonathan Young     Bob Norton 
 

The members of the Finance Committee, who provide us with expert guidance: 
 

 Pastor, Nancy Morris    Mike Harper 

 Don Lesley      Robert Akroyd 

 Bob Norton      Jonathan Young 
 

 Moderator, Paul LaRoche 
 

Thank you again for being the generous and caring people you are. It is a pleasure to 

serve this congregation. 

 
 

Submitted by 
 

Paul LaRoche, Moderator 
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MISSION AND COMMUNITY CARE 2015 - 2016 

Golden Corner Food Pantry can always count on Seneca Presbyterian to show up with 
a lot of peanut butter. As we continue with peanut butter Sundays being whenever a fifth 
Sunday of the month pops up, we collect peanut butter as a convenient source of 
protein for those in need. The food harvesters who pick up bread and other 
commodities from the grocery stores have also made a huge impact at the Food Pantry. 
 

Leadership of the pantry began discussion about volunteer transportation taking 
individuals to work. Planning for this work is ongoing, and September of 2016 has been 
tentatively slated for its startup. Our committee has representation on this new “Ride to 
Work” ministry’s Advisory Council. 
 

The Gophers were as active as ever driving people in need to doctor appointments, 
treatments, and other necessary places. OPSF has continued to serve the community, 
helping those threatened with eviction or power cut off, as well as other emergency 
needs. OPSF was featured at the Shrove Tuesday fellowship dinner, with Frank 
Strickland, pastor of Bethel Presbyterian, making the presentation. 
 

Our support of Our Daily Rest has enabled them to keep the shelter full and with 90% of 
residents finding work within two weeks of admission. Many have reentered self-
sufficiency and your help made it possible. Associated with ODR, Our Daily Bread 
regularly serves lunches to as many as 85 people each day. Our church members 
served Sabbath lunches at the soup kitchen in May and are slated to serve again in 
November. 
 

A fantastic tour of Thornwell Home for Children was organized late in the fall and the 
attendees were impressed by the Home, returning to tell others how important their 
support is of Thornwell.  The Thornwell Offering is traditionally received in the 
Thanksgiving season; this year we collected about three times the usual amount, 
$2,365. 
 

The Christmas season brings the Joy Offering. The Joy Offering supports current and 
retired church workers, from administrative personnel to pastors and missionaries, 
helping them in life situations that they cannot afford. Also, the Joy Offering helps the 
traditionally minority universities and schools supporting people from other countries 
who come to study in the US, and provides scholarships and grants to many who enroll 
in higher education. Funds received for the Joy Offering for 2015 were $655.00. 
 

Cold and wet weather of the winter months did not dampen or slow the enthusiasm of 
our church to participate in additional community outreaches. A continuing vital need of 
children in our community is for clothing and toiletries, and a January drive brought in a 
large amount of items that were given to children at Blue Ridge Elementary school. 
Collection soup pots were manned by Sunday Schools on “Souper Bowl Sunday” in 
February. Stop Hunger Now was the recipient of the donations. At Easter, the One 
Great Hour of Sharing special offering was collected ($1,100.00). 
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When the annual disbursement of Byrd Fund monies was pending, our committee 
requested that some of our previous budget cuts be restored. Session approved, and 
$4,731 was given back to United Benevolences, OPSF, and ODR. Later in the year the 
committee released undisbursed memorial contributions designated for local missions 
and also some undesignated memorials, splitting $2,355 equally between OPSF and 
ODR. 
 

In the spring, our committee was charged by the B&G team of the Centennial 
Celebration to consider the Chapter House and what could be done to further the use of 
that building to our community. We recommended a new unisex bathroom in the 
Chapter House (present kitchen area) and interview cubicles in the parlor, reserving the 
present bathroom for OPSF staff only. The spring also brings the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering at Easter and the Mother’s Day Offering for the Presbyterian 
Communities of South Carolina. You generously contributed $1,643.00 at Easter and 
$864.00 at Mother’s Day. 
 

The church’s ever-popular Yard Sale to benefit local ministries netted $5,500 this year, 
and these funds were given entirely to OPSF. The Post Office Food Drive for the food 
pantry was held in May, and planning in the Christian Education committee began for 
the August Adult VBS. The VBS will focus on “Poverty Education” and include a ‘poverty 
simulation, led by Beth Templeton. Our committee, normally responsible for the DSS 
Backpack Program each year, asked the Christian Education Committee to assume that 
project as the VBS outreach project. 
 

Throughout the year, the Good Samaritan Fund is available to assist with emergency 
need both for our church family and the larger Oconee County community. This fund 
was supported by $6,000 from the church budget and over $2,000 of additional 
individual contributions. Those funds were distributed to people in need. As in past 
years, the greatest need is assistance with rent and utility bills. The Good Samaritan 
Fund works hand in hand with OPSF and has become their primary source of additional 
support when certain individuals or families are in need of more assistance than OPSF 
can provide. 
 

Finally, a challenge budget for our committee was sent to the Finance Committee in 
May and later approved by Session as part of the FY 2016-17 budget. All previous cuts 
to missions were restored by their action, and so Seneca Presbyterian Church will 
continue to effectively answer its calling to be a connectional and missional Body of 
Believers. 
 

Submitted by 
 

Lucy Murr (past Committee Moderator) 
Cecil Rigby, Moderator 
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OUTREACH 2015 - 2016 

Outreach had a busy year with projects that we hoped would involve many residents in 
the community. 
 

August found us helping Margot Holmquist set up for Blessing of the Animals. We had a 
variety of "participants", and Nancy very willingly blessed each one. 
 

In September, we partnered with Mission and Community Care to contribute to the 
Backpack Program to help supply weekend meals for children who might need them 
from Friday night through Monday morning. This is an annual event for Outreach, and 
one that our congregation generously supports. 
 

As fall progressed, we began planning for our Veteran's Day service. This is an every-
other-year service, and this year we had more participants than before. Major Brock 
Lusk was our speaker, with James Gaines providing special music, and Rev. Lorenza 
Bell reading scripture. The ladies of SPC contributed all the food for the reception that 
followed the service. 
 

In December, Outreach was contacted about handing out hot chocolate and cookies to 
those attending the Christmas parade in downtown Seneca. Ken and Bonnie Andruszka 
and Manual Honea set up a tent and manned the refreshments. 
 

After speaking with Lucy Murr and Maria Leitner, we sponsored the "Drop Your 
Drawers" program – a SPC original! The congregation once again rose to the challenge 
as we collected boxes and boxes of underwear, socks, t-shirts, and personal care items 
for the Oconee County Clothes Closet. We filled a van and an SUV to the top. 
 

Because of bad weather, the annual pancake breakfast was postponed until April. In the 
kitchen were our "Fantastic Flippers" and "Marvelous Mixers" who used Jerry 
Crabtree's recipe to mix and cook pancakes. In addition to the pancakes, we served hot 
maple syrup, orange juice, water, and, of course, lots of coffee. Approximately fifty 
people from our community were served. 
 

We ended our year by delivering cupcakes to all our EMS workers, to our firemen, 
policemen, and to our county sheriff's department; this was a way to thank them for 
their service to our community. Each member of Outreach baked and iced four dozen 
cupcakes, brought them to the church, and then delivered them to the individual 
departments. 
 

Finally, the Advertising Team is under the auspices of the Outreach Committee. Serving 
on this team is Beti Strobeck, who handles the artistic design of all advertising, and 
Chuck Kellner, Chair. This team highlights SPC activities in the Daily Journal with a 
preferred rate, using a black and white format and 1/4 page layout. 
 

Our next meeting to start off the new fiscal year will be in September. 
 
 

Submitted by 
 

Marti Usher, Moderator 
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STEWARDSHIP 2015 - 2016 

The Stewardship Committee for 2016-17 decided that it was the appropriate time to 

conduct a thorough campaign urging members to pledge. It was assisted by the 

Session’s support, and decision for all Session members to pledge. The campaign then 

followed with letters sent to all members and Minutes for Mission presented on Sunday 

mornings. These were all designed to familiarize the congregation with benevolent and 

community activities supported by Seneca Presbyterian Church. They include such 

items as Our Daily Bread, Presbyterian Service Fund, and our Parish Nurse to name a 

few. We felt that this year’s campaign was a success for the entire congregation as 

evidenced by the following numbers. 

2015-16    Total pledged 100     Amount pledged $314,844 

2016-17    Total pledges 106     Amount pledged $341,440 

Many thanks to those who helped with the Stewardship program this year.  They were 

Gary and Diana Owens, Bonnie and Ken Andruszka, Paul LaRoche, and Karen 

McBryde. 

 

Submitted by 
 

Louis Holleman, Moderator 
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WORSHIP 2015 - 2016 

The Worship Committee continues to work to improve the worship experience for 

Seneca Presbyterian Church. The committee added one new member and lost a 

member in 2015/2016. The committee now consists of: 

Barbara Davenport (Secretary) Alicia Rannou 

Peggy Fouts Chip Mays 

Kelly Holleman Donna Montague 

Margot Holmquist (New) Nancy Morris, Teaching Elder 

Joan Lacy Helen Kelly, Ruling Elder, Moderator 
 

In August, we began planning for the many opportunities for the remainder 2015. 

 Session had approved a combined service for our Annual Meeting in August, so 

arrangements were made to accommodate that. 

 We also planned for the South Cove Service with the picnic to follow. Peggy 

Fouts chaired that effort. Chip made special arrangements for the PA system. 

 Joan Lacy got volunteers to make special breads for our Worldwide Communion 

in October. She also had all of the countries flags set up. 

 Kelly Holleman handled the Kirking of the Tartans. She also asked the piper, 

Kenneth McCollum, to return to play bagpipes for us. We had a grand parade of 

Tartans, followed by a meal. 

 Candles were set up in the windows for All Saints Day. 

 Margot Holmquist organized the decorating the Chrismon Tree and taking it 

down before New Year’s Day. 

 Plans were discussed for a midweek service, but due to low attendance, the 

committee elected to not have a midweek service, nor a Taizé Service. 

 We did have a Quiet Christmas Service on December 16, and served 

communion by intinction. 

 We planned a combined service for December 6, the day of the Christmas 

Dinner. That was the date we had the Cantata, and Joan provided special plates 

and goblets for communion, which was served by intinction. 

  We planned the usual early service with borrowed children and grandchildren. 

The 8 p.m. Christmas Eve service was Lessons and Carols. 

 We also had communion by intinction, and the worshipers picked up a lit candle 

on the way back to their seats. 

 This was the first year that we took an offering at the Christmas Service. The 

proceeds were to go to OPSF. 
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Immediately following our Christmas celebration, we began preparing for Easter. 

 Ash Wednesday was February 10th. We elected to have an early service for the 

ashes for a couple of reasons: 

o Aging congregation does not like to drive at night. 

o We are reminded all day of the special meaning of the day. 

o Did not want to interfere with the ecumenical services that Seneca 

churches have each Wednesday. 

  Easter is early this year! 

 Margot Holmquist chaired the Prayer Vigil which began at 9:00 p.m. on Maundy 

Thursday until 6:00 a.m. on Good Friday. 

 SPC hosted the Good Friday Service. Nancy read the Passion Narrative, 

followed by music and silence. 

 The committee decorated the tables for the breakfast following Sunrise Service. 

 We celebrated Easter beginning with our Sunrise Service, along with our 

brothers and sisters from New Harmony Church. 

 Ann Smith took care of the beautiful flowers which decorated the sanctuary. This 

was the year of the lilies. 

 We had our traditional worship services at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

This covers most of the special celebrations in the church. 

This year we had a number of volunteers to train as ushers. Joanna Redick, Brenda 

Lamb, Marti Usher, Eve Brooks, Margot Holmquist, David Hartman, Carol Hartman, Bill 

Palmer and Carol Palmer were trained. We are blessed to have them serve in such a 

significant way. 

 

We had a real problem with the candles. They would not stay lit. We finally realized that 

they were larger than the candles we had been using. Problem solved! 

 

Margot Holmquist donated a 10’ Chrismon tree to the church. Our current one looks 

very bad. 

 

The choir loft was rewired and new microphones were installed to enhance the music 

recording for shut-ins.  Additionally, the speakers under the balcony were updated. A 

Worship Team was created for the purpose of enhancing the ability to provide music for 

the congregation, regardless of what instruments are needed. Acoustics are also being 

considered. The team is working with Building and Grounds. 

 

Our celebrations were enhanced by the lovely art work of Beti Strobeck. She created 

bulletin covers for Advent and Lent, along with a special cover for Pentecost Sunday. 
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It was a real problem to require an usher to sit in Knohl Hall during the service so that 

we could open the locked doors in case a handicapped person arrived after the doors 

had been locked for security purposes. We now have signs on the doors, directing 

people to go either to the front door or to the side door to gain entry. The side door goes 

directly to the parking lot for handicapped worshipers. An usher sits near the door in 

case assistance is needed. 

 

We are making plans for the remainder of 2016. 

 

Peggy Fouts will chair the Worship by the Lake on September 9th. 

 

October brings World Day of Communion on October 2nd. Joan Lacy and her loyal crew 

will prepare Communion. There is no Kirking event this year. 

 

And now we begin planning for All Saints Day, Advent and Christmas. What a great 

committee! 

 
 

Submitted by 
 

Helen Kelly, Moderator 
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CONVERSATION TEAM: FINAL REPORT TO THE SESSION 
April 25, 2015 

 

In October 2014, as the world and our PC (USA) church family were changing, the 

Session of Seneca Presbyterian Church began a process of discernment related to the 

potential full inclusion of LGBT persons in the life of our congregation. A motion was 

passed at the December 2014 meeting of the Session to appoint a seven-person team 

charged with designing a process for conversation related to God’s gift of human 

sexuality and how that gift speaks to changes in our culture, both secular and 

denominational. Emily Land and Marti Usher, currently serving elders, were appointed 

as co-sessional representatives. In February 2015, the Session appointed Bonnie 

Andruszka, Jerry Crabtree, Lewis Creel, Jim Kenworthy, and Natalie Schwartz as 

members of the team. 

 We began meeting in March 2015. Initial listening took place among ourselves 

and as we engaged members of the congregation in private conversations. In April 

2015, we proposed a series of Talk/Listen/Learn sessions for late summer and early fall. 

Each session was designed to offer information about how Seneca Presbyterian Church 

initiated this process and how polity decisions are made in the PC (USA). Tony and 

Peggy Campolo were presented as persons of deep faith who still disagreed on the 

scriptural and theological response to LGBT persons within the Christian community. 

Opportunity was then given to the participants to respond with questions, concerns, the 

sharing of their own experiences, and their own understandings of the faithful Christian 

response to LGBT persons. 

 The Talk/Listen/Learn process was first engaged with the current members of the 

Session. Four opportunities were then planned for the congregation. Each was well 

attended. An additional session was needed to offer opportunity for all who wished to 

share in this process. 

 In our report to the Session, we noted: 

In the course of these conversations, we learned that the membership and friends of 

SPC hold widely varied opinions on the acceptance of homosexuality and specifically 

same gender marriage. Almost everyone in the congregation knows at least one 

homosexual person. Many are members of their family, but also include friends, former 

students, and coworkers. The overwhelming majority of participants agree that we 

should be welcoming of all people to our church. Yet even with that desire for 

acceptance, many have concerns with allowing same sex marriage ceremonies at SPC. 

Still others state that we cannot “welcome someone to partial membership” in our 

church. 

 Because interest was expressed during these sessions for an opportunity to 

study scripture more fully, we engaged Dr. Peter Hobbie to lead us in Bible study. His 

sessions occurred on three consecutive Sunday afternoons (March 6, 13, and 20, 2016) 

and all were well attended, averaging 60 persons each. In April 2016, we met to reflect 
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on the experience with Dr. Hobbie and consider any further educational or listening 

opportunities. Looking back on the process that by then was over a year long, and 

recalling all that we had heard and experienced, we concurred that the congregation 

has responded well to this opportunity to bring faith to bear on a critical issue for our 

time. We also agreed that our current mission statement reflects what we believe to be 

true: we wish to be a church that welcomes all people into full and complete 

membership. We believe this includes all “benefits” of church membership, including 

same gender marriage. 

 

 Therefore we recommend the following statement to the Session: 

 

Seneca Presbyterian Church reaffirms our mission statement – the Church for All 

People; Serving God through Serving Others – and considers itself to be broadly 

inclusive of all people and all facets of church membership. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

The Conversation Team 

Emily Land, Marti Usher: Ruling Elders 

Bonnie Andruszka, Jerry Crabtree, Lewis Creel, Jim Kenworthy, Natalie Schwartz 
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SESSION LONG RANGE PLANNING 2015-2018 

In 2013, the Session engaged a long range planning process. The outcome of that 
process outlined five goals: 

 Establish a Health and Wellness Ministry with a Parish Nurse 

 Long term maintenance plan for church and grounds 

 Strengthen and shape visibility/perception in the community 

 Ongoing/deeper relationship with Ripple of One 

 Investigate the possibility of creating a through the week childcare ministry 
 
Progress in meeting these goals can be seen in the hiring of our Parish Nurse Ernie 
Lombard in August of 2013. Two years of funding for that position was designated from 
the Sailboat Fund (gift originally received through the generosity of Grace Jacobi). 
 
Our relationship with Ripple of One was strengthened when Ripple’s monthly program 
(the Well) began meeting in our youth room. Currently Ripple also uses our facilities for 
classes and for a fitness program that meets weekly. 
 
A report on the in-depth study related to creating a through the week childcare ministry 
can be found in the annual report for 2014-2015. 
 
By the fall of 2015, the Session re-engaged that process and established the following 
goals:  

 Evaluation of and securing continued financial support for our Parish Nurse 
Ministry 

 Celebrating the 100th anniversary of the dedication of the sanctuary (June 24, 
2017) 

 Creating a plan for the maintenance of our buildings and grounds and securing 
financial support for ongoing capital needs 

 Devising outreach strategies to invite church-seekers to Seneca Presbyterian 
Church 

 
In doing so, the Session affirmed the ministry of parish nursing and chose to set as a 
priority seeking ways to continue funding for that ministry when the current designated 
funds are exhausted. (Note: a successful stewardship cycle in 2016 allowed for the 
funding of the Parish Nurse in the budget for 2016-2017.) 
 
Recognizing that routine maintenance on all our buildings, including the Chapter House, 
had fallen behind, planning for those current as well as long term needs was also 
considered a priority. 
 
As a means for meeting these 2015-2018 goals, the Session established four teams 
with the following tasks assigned to each team: 
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Building and Grounds: Jerry Crabtree and Larry Marett, co-chairs 
This team will work with our Building and Grounds committee to evaluate all current 
buildings and property in order to: 

 assess what repairs and improvements are needed currently 

 project upcoming major projects 

 consider ways in which our facilities can be enhanced in order to support current 
and future ministries 

 report suggestions and priorities to the Session, including estimated costs 
   
Worship Celebration: Beverly Crabtree and Joan Krech, co-chairs 
This team will plan a series of events, including a homecoming type of worship 
experience, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the sanctuary (June 24, 2017), 
including a rededication of our sanctuary and worshipping community. 
 
Church History: Lyn Norton and Melinda Harper, co-chairs 
This team’s task is to: 

 Update and expand the church history currently available (which covers 1875-
1968) 

 Compile pictures and stories from the past 40+ years 

 Have all resources available for the 100th anniversary of the sanctuary (June 
2017) 

 
Legacy Campaign: Jerry Fouts and Barbara Davenport, co-chairs 
Working with the trustees, this team will envision and initially promote a plan that 
encourages estate and large-gift giving from the members of SPC, both past and 
present. 

As of this annual report, all of these teams are in process. 
 
 

Submitted by 

Nancy Morris 
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LONG RANGE BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
100th Anniversary Committee 

 

The charge for this committee was to determine the work that needed to be done on 

any church properties now and, in particular, for our 100th anniversary celebration. 

We solicited input from the congregation, the current Building and Grounds 

Committee and from the eight members of our committee. 

Once this process was completed, we determined that there were 34 items that 

needed to be addressed. 

Four commercial/residential builders were contacted and asked to quote on these 

items. There were also four specialty contractors contacted to bid on the stained 

glass window project and the tree trimming and removal. 

We received two quotes from the builders and four from the specialty contractors. 

After five months working on the above process, the committee presented their 

findings to the session on July 18, 2016. 

The committee members are Emily Land, Dan Toole, Karen McBryde, Don Lesley, 

Lee Oelberg, Rodger Low, Larry Marett (co-chair) and Jerry Crabtree (co-chair). 

We will be happy to answer any questions that you might have concerning this 

project. 

 

Submitted by 

Jerry Crabtree 
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CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 
100

th
 Anniversary 

 
 
The “Celebration Committee” has met twice to begin brain storming and prioritizing our 
plans. The first include: 
 

 Interviewing and booking a caterer 

 Inventory of tables, chairs, tablecloths, dishes, etc. for dinner Sunday, June 25, 
2017 

 Creating a “save the date” postcard for “out of towners” whom we want to include 
(and an updated list of same) 

 “Brain teasers” and “did you know” articles for bulletins and Presby Press 
 
Considerations for a homecoming and celebration worship service, special music 
programs, very informal picnic on Saturday the 24th and many more exciting 
suggestions will be discussed further when we re-convene in October. 
 
Members of this committee are: 
 
   Vicki Andy  Joanna Redick 
   Becky Drew  Ann Smith 
   Peggy Fouts  Marti Usher 
   Karen Hansen Dian Yanessa 
   Pat Harris  Joan Krech - co-chair 
   Cindi Lesley  Bev Crabtree -co-chair 
   Carolyn Maddox 

 
Submitted by 

 
Joan Krech - co-chair 

Bev Crabtree -co-chair 
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INTERFAITH DIALOGUE 

The fall of 2015 brought heightened concerns as terrorists attacked in numerous cities 
around the world. The attacks on Paris in November of 2015 prompted a conversation 
within the Session that is ongoing. What is the proper response for us to make as 
Christians to the increased tensions in our world and the potential for misunderstanding 
of our Muslim brothers and sisters?  
 
The Session contemplated hosting a forum for the community of Seneca and Oconee 
County with the assistance of leaders from the Islamic Center in Clemson. After careful 
consideration of all the aspects of hosting such a forum, and with honest sharing of 
concerns among the Session, rather than hosting a forum, the following letter from the 
Session was sent to Nedal Mefleh, president of the Islamic Society of Clemson. The 
letter was also published in the April 2016 Presby Press.  
 
 
The Islamic Society of Clemson 
1009 Old Stone Church Rd. 
Clemson, SC  29631 
 
March 11, 2016 
 
Dear Nedal, 
 
Greetings from the Session of Seneca Presbyterian Church, 
 
We realize it has been two months since our time together, and three months since our 
first conversation about hosting a community forum on understanding Islam. Everyone 
on the Session wishes to express their deepest thanks to you and to your community for 
your willingness to meet with us and help us find a way forward. 
 Since your time with us in January, we have spent much time in discussion and 
discernment seeking what the best course of action might be for the people of Seneca 
Presbyterian Church. At the current moment, we believe our priority is offering 
opportunities for education for the people of our own congregation. We think this is a 
critical first step before we consider hosting a community-wide forum. 
  All of us on the Session wish to express our support to the Islamic Society of 
Clemson. We want to affirm our respect for all faiths when they are expressed by 
people of goodwill. We recognize that we live in difficult times and are especially aware 
of how those difficulties can impact you, our Muslim brothers and sisters. We stand with 
you in condemning the use of religion for obtaining power and gaining control. 
 We also recognize there is widespread fear among many, including some in our 
own congregation, concerning the rise of radical and militant expressions of Islam. We 
affirm that our own lack of comprehension can too easily deepen fear and encourage 
mistrust. That is why we pledge to continue to seek ways to educate our own people. At 
this time, we are not certain just what those ways will be, but we promise to keep 
working on the plan. 
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 As we move forward, the Session wishes to share the following statement with 
our brothers and sisters in your community: 

Trusting in the grace of God who has made us all, we affirm our Muslim brothers 
and sisters as welcomed and vital members of our shared community. We 
promise to work together as we seek ways to deepen understanding, discourage 
division, and seek peace.  

 
May God bless our work together, 

The Session of Seneca Presbyterian Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD GATHERINGS 

In early May of 2016, six neighborhood gatherings were held in homes, with one at the 
Chapter House. The groups were facilitated by a currently serving elder. Notes were 
taken by a currently serving deacon. Approximately 60 persons were in attendance in 
total. The groups provided an open forum to receive input from the Session and 
responses and concerns from the congregation. General impressions and questions 
included: 
 

 Support for our Parish Nurse ministry and concern about finding ways to continue 
funding it; 

 Interest in more opportunities to worship in a combined service; 

 Positive feedback for the conversation process concerning welcoming the LGBT 
community and its outcome; 

 Moderate support for continued sharing of educational opportunities concerning 
Islam; either no support for or no call for a community forum. 

 Support for our music ministry and the gifts of Chip Mays, Director of Music 
 
 

Submitted by 

Nancy Morris 
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THE DIACONATE 2015-2016 

The mission of the Diaconate is the care and welfare of our members, regular attendees 

and visitors. This is accomplished through the following programs: Friends in Faith, 

Shut-in Communion, Operation Love, College Students, New Members, Visitor Follow-

up, Volunteers, and Health and Wellness. 

Friends in Faith – This program is carried out by the deacons and other SPC members 

who are Shepherds. Shepherds cared for their Friends (other members and regular 

attendees) by calling to see how they are doing, talking after worship, inviting Friends to 

special events, sending cards for birthdays, anniversaries and holidays, bringing food 

during times of illness, and visiting in the hospital. Shepherds also take care of the 

needs of Friends on the day of a funeral/ memorial service for a family member. We 

currently have 40+ people serving as Shepherds. Committee members 2015: Dian 

Yanessa, chair along with Manuel Honea, Alicia Rannou and Jill Marett; 2016: Dian 

Yanessa, chair and Maria Leitner and Becky Hetherington. 

Shut-In Communion – In January, 2014, we began serving shut-in communion 

monthly on the 1st Sunday of the month. This is done by teams of currently serving as 

well as previous elders and deacons. Each team has one elder and one deacon and 

usually makes two stops to serve to our shut-ins as well as family members that might 

be present. This has proved to be a very worthy endeavor and is as meaningful to those 

serving as well as those being served. Communion was served around 40 times in the 

past 12 months. Maria Leitner made the calls in 2015 and Natalie Schwartz in 2016 to 

see who wishes to be served and Karen McBryde made the assignments. Each 

currently serving officer signs up for 3 months during the year. 

Students – We send holiday cards to our college students and for their birthdays we 

send them a gift card. The deacons prepared a taco salad meal and desserts to serve 

the Clemson University Student Association on October 18, 2015. On March 20, 2016 

we again served the Clemson students. This time we prepared a meal of chili, 

cornbread, salad, and dessert. We served around 50 students. Elizabeth Long 

coordinated the program both times. 

New Member – This committee has the job of tracking visitors, welcoming first-time 

visitors and holding Inquirers Class twice a year. Classes are held for the purpose of 

educating prospective members. Classes were held on November 9 and 16.  After 

these classes, 15 new members were received by the Session.  In May, 3 more new 

members were welcomed. The next sessions of classes are scheduled for July. 

Committee members 2015: Becky Drew (chair), Jan Crismore, Jill Marett, Pat Harris 

and Ann Smith; 2016: Jill Marett (chair), Pat Harris, Vicky Andy and Ann Smith. 
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Health and Wellness - The committee had a busy year as it refined their focus and 

goals to serve Seneca Presbyterian Church and the surrounding community. Most of 

the team members continued on (Bonnie Andruszka, (chair), Donna Beebe, Booty 

Catlin, Jerry Fouts, Ernie Lombard, Karen McBryde, George Strobeck and our pastor). 

Although we had the loss of Jan Crismore when she moved from Seneca, a new 

deacon, Nancy Wilson was added to the team. 

The committee has provided numerous Live and Learn programs during the past year 

on a variety of topics: Heart Health, Healthy Eating, which included a lunch, Pain, and 

Diabetes, which have proven to be helpful to many although they would like to increase 

the outreach to more persons. They continue to look for the best day and time to 

present these topics with the timing available from the presenter. 

The Health and Wellness Committee sponsored the Health Fair in April, taking over the 

responsibility from the Outreach Committee which planned the 2015 Health Fair.  They 

changed the format somewhat, but continued with the Mammogram Van and 

Bloodmobile Van as the anchors, adding lab testing and eye testing in addition to some 

great informational booths set up in Pastors’ Hall. 

Ernie Lombard has now been a part of our congregation for close to two years and has 

earned the respect and trust of many in our community. As well stated by one of our 

members, if you have not needed to call on Ernie, consider yourself lucky that you (or 

your family) have not had medical issues, but if you have needed his expertise, you are 

indeed lucky that he is available to help. He has great knowledge, understanding and 

patience in dealing with health conditions and changing situations. He continues to 

faithfully return phone calls and emails from those that contact him and sees people 

during his Tuesday morning “office hours”. We are still striving to have even more 

people use those “office hours”! Tuesday afternoons and Thursdays are mainly used for 

visitation and follow-up to our members. 

The committee researched grants and opportunities to fund the Parish Nursing position, 

but found the grants would not fund salary needs unless it was for a new focus or 

increased scope of need. They were not able to provide funding to continue an ongoing 

ministry. 

We have recently joined the AnMed Health’s Faith and Health Ministry which will 

provide another source of programming for our Live and Learn programs and a more 

local network for Ernie to connect with in addition to the SC Faith Community Nursing 

group. 

The Parish Nurse continues to be a godsend for many in our congregation from 

explaining procedures and medications, helping to find new physicians, helping with   



37 

discharge planning after hospitalization, and much more. The many words of thanks 

and praise show the value a Parish Nurse has added to our congregation. 

It is wonderful to be part of such a caring congregation with the vision to undertake such 

a meaningful ministry. 

Volunteers - A new committee was started in 2015 to survey the interests of new 

members. Karen McBryde, Bonnie Andruszka and Alicia Rannou designed a survey to 

be sent to everybody that had joined in the last 3 years. The purpose is to engage new 

members in the life of the church and match their interests with current committees and 

programs. Chairs of committees are notified so they can include people who have 

shown an interest. We hope that this will increase involvement in the life of the church. 

Committee members 2016: Alicia Rannou, chair, Kelly Holleman, Dian Yanessa, and 

Vicky Andy. 

 
 

Submitted by 

Karen McBryde, Moderator 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 2015 - 2016 

Presbyterian Women is a church-wide organization whose stated purpose is: 

 

   “Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves: 

 To nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study; 

 To support the mission of the church worldwide, 

 To work for justice and peace; 

 To build an inclusive, caring community of women that 

strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to 

the promise of God’s kingdom.” 

 

Membership in PW is open to all women of the church and we currently have 3 active 

circles that meet monthly for Bible study and, along with others, offer support to the 

church family and community in times of need. These activities include providing 

memorial service receptions or meals for the bereaving family, handcrafting knitted or 

crocheted items for members of the community, and taking Christmas gifts to nursing 

home residents. The circle members contribute financially to the PW Council Budget as 

well as to their own chosen special causes. (See their reports elsewhere in this Annual 

Report.) 

 

In September, the circles’ Bible study began—circles 1 and 2 using the Horizons Bible 

study “Come to the Waters”. Circle 6 chose to use “Twelve Women of The Bible” for 

their study. In October, the Session approved the use of the Thanks Calendar by the 

congregation to support the annual national PW Thank Offering. In November, there 

was a good turnout for the Christmas Workshop where 60 bags of healthy snacks were 

creatively gift-wrapped to be given to nursing home residents as a Christmas gift. The 

activity was organized by Donna Montague and the festive luncheon was organized by 

Carolyn Maddox. 

 

In January, PW hosted a reception for the 2015 class of new members, chaired by 

Margot Holmquist. In March, PW sponsored a very successful Women’s Retreat at 

Asbury Hills that was organized by Brenda Thomson and attended by both circle and 

non-circle members of the church. The Rev. Julie Schaaf was the retreat leader. 

 

In May, we celebrated birthdays at the annual Birthday Luncheon, organized by Carolyn 

Maddox. We were delightfully entertained by the singing trio Sorelle, and we elected 

and installed officers for the coming study year. 
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Elected as Moderator was Margot Holmquist. Continuing in previously elected positions 

on the PW Council and re-installed were: Joan Lacy, Treasurer, and Ann Smith, 

Secretary 

 

The position of Vice-Moderator was not filled for lack of a candidate. 

 

Donna Montague was appointed and installed as Together-In-Service Chair (2 yr.); 

Carolyn Maddox will continue her appointment as Social Chair for 1 more year. 

 

Chairs chosen by the circles and installed for a 2-yr term were: Ann Smith, Circle 1, Lou 

Schuman, Circle 2, and Kathy Gerner, Circle 6. 

 

The installation was led by Helen Kelly, and the out-going moderator, Jan Palmer, was 

given a gift certificate to the Booksmith in appreciation of her tenure as moderator. 

 

Meeting monthly on the 2nd Wednesday, the Days for Girls team continues to sew 

washable feminine hygiene products and the drawstring bags that are used to deliver 

the hygiene kits. The PW council has financially supported the purchase of the 

necessary fabric and the postage to send the items to the Georgia Chapter of Days for 

Girls International. (See financial details in the PW treasurer’s report and details of the 

work in the expanded report of the Days for Girls team—found elsewhere in this Annual 

Report.) 

 

The PW Council meets four times a year to make plans for women’s activities and to 

plan for financial support of various local and denominational causes. While there is a 

core group of women whose participation is ongoing with the circles, we continue to 

invite all women to participate in any of the activities that we sponsor throughout the 

year, and we welcome any support that anyone might feel moved to make when extra 

baking is required or plea for funds is made. 

 

 

Submitted by 

 

Janet Palmer, Moderator 
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Days for Girls 
 

What it is—Celeste Mergens, a Washington State Mormon, working for an NGO to 

improve the conditions at a Kenyan orphanage, discovered the unmet need for feminine 

hygiene products for the girls there. Learning that the widespread lack of these 

products, not only across much of Kenya but also in many other African nations, was an 

important factor in school absence by girls, which contributed greatly to the girls getting 

behind in their studies and ultimately dropping out. Providing disposable pads would be 

costly and the disposal would be difficult in many areas. Having appropriate 

washable/reusable feminine protection for girls would mean gaining back those missed 

school days and improving the chances for completing their education, which in turn will 

improve not only their lives but that of their whole country. 
 

In 2008, Mergens founded Days for Girls International (DfGI), a not-for-profit 

organization, and had 10 teams of volunteers producing the products and raising 

awareness and funds. The organization partnered with a network of mission workers to 

deliver the kits (which also include panties, soap, wash cloth, and a Zip-Loc bag) and 

providing information and instruction. The organization reported in 2015, that in these 

past 7 years, it had now grown in volunteers and recipients to 340+ teams and chapters 

in 16 nations on 6 continents serving women and girls in 80 countries across the globe. 

Because the lack of product in so many areas of the world extends to women as well as 

girls, also providing to women of child-bearing age has improved their productivity at 

work and restored their dignity. 
 

In areas where feasible, DfGI is now establishing DfG Enterprises by training women in 

sewing, reproductive health, basic business skills and soap-making. At these sites, 

women are becoming responsible for their own health and hygiene needs and also 

generating income for their families, while providing a solution for the whole community. 

With 73% of its income in the form of in-kind donations of materials, and only 3% of its 

expenses for operations, the organization seeks to reach “Every Girl. Everywhere. 

Period.” by 2022. Because of the great strides it has made toward this goal since 2008, 

the Huffington Post named Days for Girls a “Next Ten” organization with the power to 

change the world in the next decade. 
 

What we’re doing—It has been just over a year since our Seneca SC team first 

became registered with DfGI and gathered to begin working on the Days for Girls 

project. The group of 10-12 women has met monthly to create these products and the 

cloth bags used for their distribution. During FY, 2015-16, we have sent 377 cotton 

shields with polyurethane lining, 1900 flannel liners, and 221 drawstring bags to 

the DfGI Atlanta Chapter for distribution. Currently they are assembling hygiene kits 

and taking them to Liberia and also to Lebanon for the great influx of Syrian refugees 

there.  They also have supplied refugees in Italy.  
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At first we received fabric donations, and then with substantial financial support from 

individuals, we purchased more materials. With the additional financial support from the 

2015 Byrd Fund award of $500, in calendar year 2015 we were able to spend $608.53 

for supplies and $88.25 on postage. With the 2016 Byrd Fund award of $735 and the 

continued enthusiasm of our volunteers, this global mission project will continue at least 

for the rest of this calendar year. Purchases of materials in 2016 have brought the fund 

balance to $1056. (See PW Treasurer’s Report.)  
 

We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month in Pastors’ Hall from 9:30 a.m. until 1:30 

p.m. Volunteers this past year were: Jane Day, Vicki Andy, Nancy Wilson, Brenda 

Lamb, Joanna Redick, Dian Yanessa, Martha Duke, Lou Schuman, Jan Crismore, 

Margot Holmquist, and co-chairs, Beverly Crabtree, and Jan Palmer. There are tasks in 

the construction that do not involve actual sewing. More volunteers would be a welcome 

addition to the crew. Because of specific guidelines for the fabric, financial support is the 

best way to contribute to this project. It can be given by check to Seneca Presbyterian 

PW (“Days for Girls” on the memo line). For more information call either Jan Palmer 

(944-8843) or Beverly Crabtree (247-0413), or go to the DfGI website: 

www.daysforgirls.org 
 

Janet Palmer, Days for Girls, Seneca SC Team Co-chair 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN TREASURER'S REPORT July 2015-June 2016 

BANK BALANCE AS OF JULY 2015  $739.08 

RECEIPTS:   
INTEREST .56  
DONATION DFG 1695.44  
STUDY BOOKS 252.00  
THANK OFFERING 391.75  
CIRCLE 1,2& 6 PLEDGE 1207.12  
THORN\ELL CIRCLE 2 125.00  
FOOD BANK CIRCLE 2 105.00  
LEAST COIN 46.87  
BIRTHDAY OFFERING 301.00  
KNITTERS 70.00  
RETREAT 146.00  
 4340.68 4340.68 
TOTAL RECEIPTS:  5079.76 
DISBURSEMENTS:   

PD. J.PALMER DFG 359.80  
PD. B. CRABTREE DFG 454.64  
PD.POSTAGE JAN P. DFG 56.60  
PD. STUDY BKS 140.80  
PD. KNITTERS 145.00  
PD. PRINT IT B. BK 8.48  
PD. FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY 409.50  
PD. RETREAT 146.00  
PD. B. CAKE J. PALMER 57.19  
PD. FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY BIRTHDAY 
& L. COIN 

347.87  

PD. SORELLES 66.00  
PD. OPSF 100.00  
PD. DAILY BREAD 50.00  
PD. GOLDEN CORNER PANTRY 60.00  
PD. DAILY REST 50.00  
PD. WILDERNESS WAY 50.00  
PD. THORNWELL F. CIRCLE 2 125.00  
PD. FOOD BANK F. CIRCLE 2 80.00  
PD THANK OFFERING   
FOOTHILLS PRESBYTERY 331.75  
PD. DR. NAGY 300.00  
PD.D. MONTAGUE W, SHOP 137.40  
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: 3476.03 3476.03 
BANK BALANCE AS OF JUNE 30, 2016 1603.73 
BANK BALANCE INCLUDES 1056.79 DFG  

Submitted by 

JOAN LACY, TREASURER 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BUDGET 

July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 
 

1. Presbyterian Synod Fees       $21.20 
2. Presbyterian Support         53.00 
3. Columbia Seminary Scholarship      150.00 
4. Columbia Friendship Circle        25.00 
5. Mission Haven          75.00 
6. Presbyterian Home        100.00 
7. Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund     100.00 
8. Presbyterian Women’s Mission Projects       75.00 
9. Our Daily Bread (Soup Kitchen)        50.00 
10. Golden Corner Food Pantry        60.00 
11. Our Daily Rest          50.00 
12. Mission Fund (Dr. Barbara Nagy)      300.00 
13. Outreach (Christmas Workshop)      175.00 
14. Wilderness Way Girl’s Camp        50.00 
15. November Thank Offering         75.00 
16. Retreat           70.00 
17. Days for Girls         949.79 

Total                 $2,378.99 
 
Savings 
 
   Date      Transaction Description  Amount Ending Balance 
06/26/2015 Interest Deposit 04/01 – 06/30     0.09  391.16 
09/26/2015 Interest Deposit 07/01 – 09/30     0.09  391.25 
12/28/2015 Interest Deposit 10/01 – 12/31     0.09  391.34 
03/28/2016 Interest Deposit 01/01 – 03/31     0.10  391.44 
 
 
CD Savings 
 
   Date      Transaction Description  Amount    Ending Balance 
03/28/2016 Interest Deposit 01/01 – 03/31    0.45   519.73 
 
 
 

Submitted by 
 

Joan Lacy, Treasurer 
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CIRCLE ONE 2015-2016 
 
Circle One meets at 2:30 p.m. on the first Monday of the month from September 
through May in the Sara Stribling classroom. We currently have ten active members. 
 
Our Circle finished a Horizons Bible Study in May called "Come to the Waters". This 
was greatly enjoyed by all with insightful comments and conversation throughout the 
study. This coming September, 2016, we will begin a new Horizon Bible Study called 
"Who Is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes,” by Judy Yates Siker. This study was 
written to help explore how we learn who Jesus is and was developed to see and 
discover Jesus through many different lenses. 
 
Circle One contributes monthly to Helping Hands. Financial donations are collected and 
go to the PW Birthday Offering, PW Thank Offering, PW Knitting Mission Project, 
Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund, Our Daily Rest, Rosa Clark Clinic, Golden Corner 
Food Pantry (Brown Bags), Safe Harbor III, Least Coin Offering, and we shop for a DSS 
Child for Christmas. 
 
Early December, 2015, found Circle One ladies busy cooking and freezing homemade 
chili and casseroles to bring to Our Daily Rest. Ten meals were delivered on December 
7th and received by Lauren Richardson, Our Daily Rest Executive Director, who 
expressed gratitude for having meals ready-at-hand. 
 
For a spring outreach project, the Circle One members collected much-needed items for 
a Thornwell Welcome Basket. These contain everything from teddy bears to toiletries! It 
was delivered to the Thornwell Home for Children in March, 2016. 
 
Along with Circle 2 and Circle 6, we provide receptions for Operation Love after 
memorial services. We also participate in all PW activities. 
 
Circle One is a nurturing and caring group of women who enjoy meeting for Bible Study 
and fellowship. We always welcome others to join us. 
 
 

Submitted by 
 

Lesley LaRoche, Chair 
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CIRCLE ONE 
2015-2016 Treasurer’s Report 

 

Balance July 1, 2015   $960.69 

    
Income    
Member Mission Pledges  1,101.00  

Donation Gift  100.00  
Subtotal  1,201.00  
    
Total Income   $2,161.69 
    
    
Expenses - 2015    

 PW Thank Offering 2015 90.00   

 Rosa Clark Medical Clinic 100.00   

 Golden Comer Food Pantry 105.00   

 Pat Williams/DSS Child 167.17   

 Safe Harbor 140.00   

Sub Total  602.17  

    
Expenses - 2016    

 Pat Williams/Operation Love 107.10   

 Joan Erdman/Operation Love 10.28   

 PW 25.00   

 Study Guides – 2016 90.00   

 PW Mission Project 70.00   

 PW Birthday Offering 60.00   

 PW Thank Offering 60.00   

 Golden Corner Food Pantry 90.00   

 OPSF 210.00   

 Our Daily Rest 120.00   

 Rosa Clark Medical Clinic 70.00   

 Safe Harbor 90.00   

Sub Total  1,002.38  

Total Expenses   1,604.55 

    

Balance June 30, 2016   $557.14 

    
(PW Pledges of $375.00 in 2016 were given` directly to PW) 
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CIRCLE TWO 2015 - 2016 
 

Circle Two meets at 10:15 a.m. on the first Tuesday of the month from September 
through May in the library. We currently have eleven active members and used the 
Horizons Bible study entitled "Come to the Waters". Our enthusiastic leader is Pat 
Harris. 
 

Circle donations include Berkele Cottage at Thornwell Childrens Home, Golden Corner 
Food Pantry, PW Birthday Offering and the Thank and Least Coin Offerings. We also 
participate each year in a Christmas Workshop decorating gift bags for snacks to go to 
local nursing homes. 
 

Our current mission project, "Days for Girls", has grown to about 12 ladies who meet 
once a month to sew. Among these from our circle are Jan Palmer, Lou Schuman and 
Brenda Lamb. 
 

Birthday and get well cards are sent to our special members who are shut-ins. One of 
these, Flo Sheron, passed away May 30, 2016. 
 

We serve at receptions for Operation Love after memorial services and whenever called 
upon for other special events. Our circle provided, with lots of help, the reception after 
Barb Norton's memorial service on June 24, 2016. 
 

We look forward to meeting again in September with a new Bible Study. Please feel free 
to drop in on a meeting. You might like to join us every month. 
 

Submitted by 
 

Joan Riley, Chair 

 
 

CIRCLE TWO 
2015-2016 Treasurer’s Report 

  

 

Donations Operation Love Fund 

PW Budget $437.00 Balance 6-30-15 $103.34 
Food Bank 105.00 Donations 10.00 
Thornwell 140.00 B Norton reception 24.67 
Days for Girls 50.00 Balance 6-30-16 $88.67 
Circle 2 Oper. Love 10.00 Sunshine Fund 
Circle 2 Sunshine 5.00 Balance 6-30-15 *$75.45 
Least Coin 22.54 Donations 5.00 
Thank Offering 16.70 Balance 6-30-16 $80.45 

TOTAL$ 786.24   
   

*corrected balance (last yr report was in error) Janet Palmer, treasurer, circle 2 
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CIRCLE SIX 2015 - 2016 

The members of Circle Six enjoyed our Bible Study, "12 Women of the Bible". Members 
volunteered on leading each lesson. We meet at Ye Olde Sandwich Shop at 5:30 p.m. 
on the first Wednesday of each month, September through May. In June, we get 
together for dinner and enjoy an evening of fellowship. 
 

Many thanks to Joanna Redick for her pound cake auction donations during the past 
few family night dinners. All money collected is set aside for our Playground Fund. 
We do plan on more playground fundraisers in the near future. 
 

Our circle members have graciously donated to the Days for Girls project. Some 
members cut out material, some sew, some do hand work, if needed. 
 

Submitted by 
 

Kathy Gerner, Chair 

 
 

CIRCLE 6 
2015-2016 Treasurer’s Report 

 
Opening Balance July 1, 2015   $1620.76 
 

Income 
 

 Member contributions  $1297.00 
 Least Coin Offering         10.30 
 Playground cake raffles      201.00 
      $1508.30 
 

Expenses 
 

 Presbyterian Women  $ 457.00 
 PW Birthday Offering       50.00 
 Least Coin Offering        10.30 
 Operation Love        31.54 
 “Days for Girls” project     200.00 
 PW retreat scholarships       80.00 
 Purchase Study Books       90.00 
         918.84 
 

Closing Balance June 30, 2016…………$2210.22 
 

**NOTE:  Balance includes $1231.50 in our playground equipment fund. 
 

Submitted by 
 

Beverly Crabtree, Treasurer  
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S MISSION PROJECT 2015 - 2016 

 

SPC knitters and friends have been especially busy and productive this year! Over 100 

knitted wool items were sent to the Alaskan Eskimos. We hope they are warm this 

winter. 

Lakeview Nursing home received 19 lap robes....one for each resident, while 14 lap 

robes went to Country Manor; again, one for each resident. Seneca Residential 

received 17 lap robes and Foothills Nursing home received 24 lovely shawls. That's a 

lot of hours of knitting folks and the ladies are not finished yet! 

Lila Doyle received 38 lap robes! Babies and more babies, so on the needles clicked----

-100's of baby hats and, “oh, so cute,” were delivered to Oconee Memorial; and when 

we didn't "deliver" in time we received a phone call for more baby hats! 

Six or seven afghans (large) were made for the homeless and multiple items went to 

Helping Hands, including scarves, sweaters, hats, mittens and shawls. 

Did I mention these ladies have been very productive this year??? 

Thanks so much to those individuals who donate money for yarn to keep this SPC 

mission project on track and thanks to all of our knitters and crocheters. 

 
 

Submitted by 
 

Donna Montague 
Sue Crerar
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ASSETS 
 

Balance Sheet 
 

June 30, 2016 

Current Assets 
    Checking /Savings 
    11100 Operating Bank Account 

  

 
11202 Men's Bible Class 126.75 

 

 
11204 Sara Stribling Class 708.83 

 

 
11206 Temp. Restr. Cash-Invest Funds 5,075.43 

 

 
11207 Temp. Rest. B&G -4,000.00 

 

 
11208 Circle 1 541.50 

 

 
11100 Operating Bank Account-Other 80,443.86 

 

     Total 11100 Operating Bank Account 
 

82,896.37 

     

 
11120 Cap Impv/Emergency Fund 

 
35,027.86 

 
11140 Petty Cash 

 
100.00 

 
11170 Restricted Fund 

  

  
11171 RF - Sailboat 9,172.69 

 

  
11172 RF - Memorial Garden 4,531.86 

 

  
11173 RF - Other 350,157.48 

 

  
11174 RF - Parish Nurse 14,771.34 

 

  
11175 RF - Music Program 4,638.47 

 

  
11176 RF - Organ 871.68 

 

  
11177 RF - Handbells 100.00 

 

  
11170 Restricted Fund - Other 218.06 

 

     Total 11170 Restricted Fund 
 

384,461.58 

     

 
11180 Good Samaritan Fund 

 
1,944.58 

 
11190 Circle 1 Savings 

 
829.09 

 
11192 Circle 6 Checking 

 
2,226.25 

 
11194 PW checking 

 
1,957.68 

 
11195 PW Knitters 

 
567.44 

 
11196 PW Savings 

 
391.44 

 
11198 PW Cerificate of Deposit 

 
519.73 

 
11310 Byrd Fund 

 
406,325.89 

 
11320 Hamilton Fund 

 
48,938.59 

 
11340 Adams Fund 

 
50,702.99 

 
11350 Endowment Fund 

 
148,121.64 

     

 
Total Checking/Savings 

 
1,165,011.13 

     

 
Total Current Assets 

 
1,165,011.13 

     TOTAL ASSETS 
 

1,165,011.13 
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     LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
  

  
Liabilities 

  

  
        Current Liabilities 

  

  
Other Current Liabilities 

  

 
2110 Direct Deposit Liabilities 

 
-6,182.63 

 
24000 Payroll Liabilities 

  

  
22213 Employer Taxes Payable 700.57 

 

  
22215 Federal Withholding 767.20 

 

  
22217 Social Security 567.79 

 

  
22219 Medicare 132.78 

 

  
22220 State Taxes Payable 507.48 

 

  
22230 403B Withholding 615.38 

 

     

  
Total 24000 Payroll Liabilities 

 
3,291.20 

     

 
25000 Temp. Restr. Funds Liab. 

  

  
25115 TR Memorials 592.45 

 

  
25120 TR Other 4,517.10 

 

  
25125 TR Good Sam 155.00 

 

     

  
Total 25000 Temp. Restr. Funds Liab. 

 
5,264.55 

     

 
27000 Pass Thru - Temp. Restricted 

  

  
27100 PT-TR-CE 535.11 

 

  
27135 PT-TR-Other 475.00 

 

     

  
Total 27000 Pass Thru - Temp. Restricted 

 
1,010.11 

     

 
Total Other Current Liabilities 

 
3,383.23 

     

 
         Total Current Liabilities 

 
3,383.23 

     

 
Total Liabilities 

 
3,383.23 

     

 
Equity 

  

  
32000 Net Assets 

 
775,896.07 

  
Net Income 

 
385,731.83 

     

 
Total Equity 

 
1,161,627.90 

     TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
 

1,165,011.13 
 
 

   



54 

 

Seneca Presbyterian Church 
BUDGET 7/1/2016 – 6/30/17 

OPERATING EXPENSES  

ADMINISTRATION  

SALARIES  

PASTOR  

Pastor’s Salary $43,569.16 

Pastor’s Housing $25,000.00 

Pastor’s Med & Pension $26,668.55 

Pastor’s SECA $10,674.44 

Pastor’s Reimbursed Exp. $1,250.00 

Pastor – other reimbursed $1,500.00 

  

Subtotal Pastor $108,662.15 

STAFF SALARIES  

Secretaries $38,480.00 

Parish Nurse $16,068.00 

Custodians $21,012.00 

Choir Director $42,427.00 

Workman’s Comp. Ins. $2,666.00 

Nursery Workers Salary $4,264.20 

Payroll Taxes $9,352.22 

Subtotal Staff Salaries $134,269.42 

Subtotal Salaries $242,931.57 

OFFICE EXPENSES  

Per Capita Expense $3,200.00 

Copier Lease $7,500.00 

Internet Service Provider $500.00 

Web Maintenance $720.00 

Staff Mileage $1,700.00 

Parish Nurse-Mileage Reimb. $1,500.00 

Parish Nurse-Office Exp/Office Equip. $1,600.00 

Parish Nurse-Cont. Education $1,000.00 

Office Expenses $7,000.00 

Postage $3,500.00 

Telephone $4,500.00 

Office Equipment $1,500.00 

Software Upgrades $- 

Director of Music-Cont. Education. $1,000.00 

Officer Develop & Expense $400.00 

Insurance-Multi Peril $9,240.00 

Insurance-Umbrella Liability $700.00 

Subtotal Administration $45,560.00 

Total Administration $288,491,57 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS  

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE  

Chapter House – R&M $750.00 

Education Building – R&M $2,250.00 

Fellowship Hall – R&M $3,250.00 

Sanctuary Building – R&M $2,000.00 

Equipment – R&M $1,775.00 

Fairplay St. House – R&M $500.00 

Repairs & Maintenance $7,000.00 

Equipment Purchases $500.00 

Furniture & Fixtures $100.00 
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Janitorial Supplies $1,500.00 

Lawn Care Maintenance $3,000.00 

Landscaping $4,000.00 

UTLITIES  

Electricity/Water/Garbage $21,275.00 

Gas $7,700.00 

Total Building & Grounds $55,600.00 

  

Total Finance $600.00 

  

Stewardship $250.00 

  

Total Christian Education $5,330.00 

  

Total Fellowship $800.00 

  

Total Worship 10,500.00 

  

Total Outreach $4,500.00 

BUDGETED BENEVOLENCES  

Unified Benevolences///United Presbyteria $22,271.00 

Missionaries $3,600.00 

Oconee Pres. Service Fund $10,100.00 

Our Daily Rest $8,100.00 

PCUSA Theological Fund $1,000.00 

Good Samaritan Fund $10,000.00 

Ripple of One $2,500.00 

Golden Corner Ministries $3,200.00 

Total Missions & Community Care $60,771.00 

  

Total Deacons $1,800.00 

 
 

 Total Budgeted Expenses $428,642.57 
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CONTRIBUTION ANALYSIS 
 

07/01/2014 – 06/30/2015 VS. 07/01/2015 – 06/30/2016 

July 2014 – June 2015  July 2015 – June 2016 
 

July 2014 $ 27,596.00 July 2015 $ 27,758.00 

August 2014 45,103.48 August 2015 32,306.00 

September 2014 25,753.18 September 2015 27,073.00 

October 2014 32,706.96 October 2015 29,345.85 

November 2014 45,547.50 November 2015 49,926.26 

December 2014 36,369.87 December 2015 33,352.00 

January 2015 26,279.00 January 2016 31,323.52 

February 2015 29,918.10 February 2016 25,670.00 

March 2015 39,466.50 March 2016 29,526.00 

April 2015 26,644.00 April 2016 29,974.00 

May 2015 31,824.55 May 2016 33,903.30 

June 2015 28,200.88 June 2016 26,651.45 

 $395,410.02  $376,809.38 

 
 

Submitted by 
 

Paul La Roche, Moderator 
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BENEVOLENCE 2015 – 2016 

 

BUDGETED BENEVOLENCE 
 
 United Benevolence $21,671.00 
 Missionaries     3,600.00 
 Golden Corner Ministries 2,000.00 
 Oconee Presbyterian Service Fund 7,000.00 
 Our Daily Rest 7,000.00 
 PCUSA Theological Fund     1,000.00 
 Good Samaritan Fund   6,000.00 
 Ripple of One     1,000.00 
 Byrd/Adams/Endowment Funds Disbursements   16,266.40 
 
    $65,537.40 
 
UNBUDGETED BENEVOLENCE 
 
 OPSF 6,538.00 
 Good Samaritan Fund 2,701.35 
 Thornwell Home for Children        2,370.00 
 One Great Hour of Sharing 1,643.00 
 Joy Offering        655.00 
 Mother's Day Offering        864.00 
 Souper Bowl Offering 1,043.00 
 PW Thank Offering 241.75 
 Designated Church Gifts   26,882.11 
     
   $42,938.21 
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THE BYRD FUND 

The Byrd Fund was established in 1984 with proceeds from the estates of J. L. and 
Vivian Byrd who were long time faithful members of the Seneca Presbyterian Church. 
Mr. Byrd served the church as a deacon, elder and trustee; Mrs. Byrd was an active 
member of the Women of the Church. Their wills directed that their estates be divided 
equally between the Seneca Presbyterian Church, Thornwell Home for Children and the 
Presbyterian Home in Summerville, SC. The Byrds spent their declining years as 
residents of the Presbyterian Home in Summerville and they made other substantial 
contributions to the home while living there. 
 

Seneca Presbyterian Church received approximately $255,000 under the terms of the 
will. 
 

There was a great deal of concern among members of the Session upon the receipt of 
the gift as to what impact such a large gift would have on the stewardship of the 
membership if the funds were placed in the general operating account of the church. As 
a result, the following regulations were formulated: 
 
1. The gift from the Byrd estates will be invested in such a manner to provide the best 

return possible. The type of investment shall be determined by the Trustees. The 
corpus of this fund should not be invaded at any time. 

2. The annual earnings from this investment shall be divided in three ways: 

 A minimum of 50% of the annual earnings shall be devoted to expanding the 
primary mission of the church, both locally and world-wide. A committee, 
appointed annually, composed of the Clerk of the Session, Moderator of 
Presbyterian Women, Chairman of the Board of Deacons, the Minister, and a 
representative of the youth selected by the other members of the committee will 
recommend to the Session the beneficiaries of this portion of the earnings. In 
addition, this portion of the earnings will be given in the name of Joe and Vivian 
Byrd. 

 A minimum of 10% of the annual earnings will be returned to the principal to 
ensure continued growth of the Byrd Fund. 

 The remainder of the annual earnings will be spent in whatever manner the 
officers of this church deem necessary (as outlined in the Book of Order). 

 

The income earned on the Byrd Fund in 2015 was $11,236.79. The income will be 
submitted to the church in accordance with the fund guidelines. 
 

The Fair Market was $406,325.89 as of June 30, 2016. 
 

Submitted by 
 

Jerry Fouts, Larry Marett and Lyn Norton, Trustees 
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      BYRD FUND EARNINGS AND HISTORY 

            Date Received Total Int. & Div 10% Reinvested 40% Church Use 50% Missions 

2/12/1984 $233,373.43 Gift from Byrd Estate 
   

8/12/1984 $21,753.56 Gift from Byrd Estate 
   

Total $255,126.99 
    

1985 
 

$30,400.00 $3,040.00 $12,381.77 $15,200.00 

1986 
 

$27,031.26 $2,703.12 $10,822.51 $13,515.63 

2/8/1987 $35,175.78 Reinvestment from sale of bonds 
   

1987 
 

$23,816.11 (1) $11,908.00 $11,908.00 

1988 
 

$20,490.00 $2,049.00 $8,196.00 $10,245.00 

1989 
 

$26,605.67 $2,660.57 $10,642.26 $13,302.84 

1990 
 

$25,334.61 $2,532.40 $10,129.61 $12,662.01 

1991 
 

$23,382.86 $2,338.29 $9,353.14 $11,691.43 

1992 
 

$25,067.90 $2,506.79 $10,027.16 $12,533.95 

1993 
 

$22,241.79 $2,224.18 $8,895.71 $11,120.90 

1994 
 

$21,698.82 $2,169.88 $8,679.52 $10,849.42 

1995 
 

$23,084.77 $2,308.47 $9,234.02 $11,542.38 

1996 
 

$22,170.78 $2,217.08 $8,868.31 $11,085.39 

1997 
 

$22,430.87 $2,243.09 $8,972.34 $11,215.44 

1998 
 

$23,400.00 $2,345.00 $9,380.00 $11,725.00 

1999 
 

$22,877.66 $2,287.77 $9,151.64 $11,438.83 

2000 
 

$23,500.00 $2,350.00 $9,400.00 $11,750.00 

2001 
 

$23,500.00 $2,350.00 $9,400.00 $11,750.00 

2002 
 

$20,000.00 $2,000.00 $8,000.00 $10,000.00 

2003 
 

$16,500.00 $1,650.00 $6,600.00 $8,250.00 

2004 
 

$16,200.00 $1,620.00 $6,480.00 $8,100.00 

2005 
 

$18,000.00 $1,800.00 $7,200.00 $9,000.00 

2006 
 

$14,061.11 $1,461.11 $5,600.00 $7,000.00 

2007 
 

$17,808.00 $1,781.00 $7,123.00 $8,904.00 

2008 
 

$19,329.18 $1,932.92 $7,731.67 $9,664.59 

2009 
 

$15,719.74 $1,571.97 $6,287.90 $7,859.87 

2010 
 

$18,527.34 $1,852.73 $7,410.94 $9,263.67 

2011 
 

$16,254.61 $1,625.47 $6,501.55 $8,157.31 

2012 
 

$13,555.81 $1,355.58 $5,422.32 $6,777.91 

2013 
 

$12,766.26 $1,276.63 $5,115.30 $6,383.13 

2014 
 

$11,957.05 $1,195.70 $4,782.82 $5,978.52 

2015 
 

$11,236.79 $1,123.68 $4,494.72 $5,618.39 

      Total $290,302.77 $628,948.99 $60,572.43 $254,192.21 $314,493.61 

        

FUND BALANCE AS 12/31/2015  $386,188.40 
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THE HAMILTON FUND 
 

The Hamilton Fund was established in 1937 under the terms of the will of Mr. W. O. 

Hamilton. Mr. Hamilton served the church as a deacon and elder in the early 1900’s. He 

was a member of the Building Committee when the sanctuary was built in 1916-17. Mr. 

Hamilton was the father of Mrs. May Neill, a life-long member of the Seneca 

Presbyterian Church. 

The will allocated one-half interest in a lot in Gallatin, Tennessee which at the time had 

a service station thereon. 

The property was subsequently sold in 1946 for the sum of $4,500. 

The will specified that the interest only be used for the education of any ministerial 

candidate from the Seneca Presbyterian Church, and if none from that church, then to 

the nearest one from any other Presbyterian Church in South Carolina. 

Under the current guidelines adopted in 1990 by the Session, the maximum grant to a 

member shall be $2,000 per year and to a non-member SC resident, $1,000 per year. 

In 2009, $600.00 from the Hamilton Fund and $400.00 from SCP for a total grant of 

$1000.00 was given to Mary Kathleen Weeks. Mary Kathleen served the church as a 

part-time Youth Coordinator while she was a student at Clemson. She is a student at 

Columbia Seminary. 

Melissa Krabbe was given a grant of $611.37 (one half of the 2010 earnings) for her 

2010 fall semester. The session added $388.63 bringing her total grant to $1000.00 

Melissa Krabbe was given a grant of $711.33 for her 2011 fall semester along with 

$711.34 to cover a portion of her 2012 spring tuition expense. The session added the 

additional funds to reach $1,000.00 per semester grant the Fund calls for. 

The fund was valued at $43,484 at the end of the year 2014. The Fund earned $ 1,411 

and there was no distribution in 2014. 

The income earned on the Hamilton Fund in 2015 was $1,442.08. There were no 

distributions in 2015. 

The Fair Market was $48,938.59 as of June 30, 2016. 

Submitted by 
 

Jerry Fouts, Larry Marett and Lyn Norton, Trustees 
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THE HAMILTON FUND 

1. All loans and grants shall be approved by a majority vote of both the Session and 
the Diaconate in accordance with the terms of the will of Mr. W. O. Hamilton. 
 

2. All loan and/or grant requests shall be submitted on application forms provided by 
the Trustees of the Seneca Presbyterian Church. 
 

3. The Hamilton Fund shall maintain a minimum balance of $20,000.00 unless 
otherwise changed by a majority vote of both the Session and Diaconate. 
 

4. The maximum loan or grant to members of the Seneca Presbyterian Church shall be 
$2,000.00 per year. The maximum loan or grant to non-members of Seneca 
Presbyterian Church shall be $1,000.00 per year. 
 

5. All applications approved that are within the annual earned interest of the Fund shall 
be in the form of a grant. 
 

6. All approved applications in excess of the annual earned interest shall be in the form 
of a loan. The rate of interest shall be determined by a majority vote of both the 
Session and the Diaconate at the time of the approval of the loan. 
 

7. The Session and Diaconate shall periodically examine the foregoing rules and 
minimum and maximum amounts in order to be reflective of the current economic 
conditions. 
 

8. All of the foregoing rules and regulations can be amended by a majority vote of both 

the Session and the Diaconate. 
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ADAMS FUND 
 

The Adams Fund was established in 2008 with a gift of $44,918.21 from the estate of 

Lawrence G. and Janice Adams. Lawrence Adams was born and raised in Seneca. He 

was the son of long time SPC members, Pat Adams and Norma Gignilliat Adams. After 

college graduation, Larry, as he was known to many of us, married Janice Shippy and 

they moved to Pennsylvania. Lawrence and Jan Adams joined Seneca Presbyterian in 

1980. Lawrence served as a Deacon, being elected in 1983. The following 

administrative guidelines were set forth in the Adams’ will and were approved by the 

Session: 

 The corpus of the fund should not be invaded at any time. 

 Annual investment earnings will be distributed in the following manner: 

o A minimum of 10% will be returned to the principal to ensure continued 

growth of the fund. 

o The remaining 90% interest shall be divided between Church Missions 

and Capital Improvements. 

o No interest is to be used for General Operating Fund. 

o The Adams and Byrd Fund Committee will recommend to the Session 

how the 90% of the interest will be spent 

 

The income earned on the Adams Fund in 2015 was $1,061.67. The income was 

submitted to the church at calendar year end 2015 in accordance with the fund 

guidelines. 

 

The Fair Market was $50,702.99 as of June 30, 2016. 

Submitted by 
 

Larry Marett, Lyn Norton and Jerry Fouts, Trustees 

 

  



66 

 

ADAMS FUND 

     

     AMOUNT RECEIVED     

  
    

 
    

  

     
YEAR 

 
INT & DIV EARNED 

10% 
INVESTED 

90% 
MISSIONS 

     

     
2008 

 

$44,918.21 FROM ESTATE OF LARRY AND 
JAN ADAMS 

  2009 
 

 $2,091.34   $  209.13   $1,882.21  

2010 
 

 $2,090.00   $  209.00   $1,881.00  

2011 
 

 $2,093.53   $  209.35   $1,884.18  

2012 
 

 $1,942.52   $  194.25   $1,748.27  

2013 
 

 $1,048.66   $  104.87   $   943.79  

2014 
 

 $1,139.87   $  113.99   $1,025.88  

2015 
 

 $1,061.67   $  106.17   $   955.50  

     TOTAL 
 

 $11,467.59   $1,146.76   $10,320.83  

     

     

      FUND BALANCE 
12/31/0214  50,177.78 

  FUND BALANCE 
12/31/2015 48,745.28 
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ENDOWMENT FUND 

The Seneca Presbyterian Church Endowment Fund was established in 2009 to provide 
a means for the members of the congregation and friends of the church to make future 
and lasting gifts and bequests to the church to support funds approved by the Session 
in conformity with the mission of this church. 
 
Gifts can be: Cash or equivalents, Marketable securities, Real Estate, Life Insurance, 
Trusts, Wills or other bequests along with other personal property. 
 
A committee, consisting of currently serving Trustees, the Moderator of the Finance 
Committee and the Church Treasurer, handles all invested funds. 
 
The income from gifts shall be used for the stated purpose of enriching and expanding 
local and global missions of the church and/or major capital expenditures of the church. 
 
A minimum of 10% of the annual earnings will be returned to the principal to ensure 
continued growth.  
 
The principal shall be maintained in perpetuity, except the Session may authorize the 
use of such principal to restore church property in the event of a catastrophe. 
 
The Fund has grown considerably since its inception due to the following transaction. 
 

1. A transfer of $2,225.58 from the old SPC Memorial Fund in June of 2010. 
 

2. A very generous bequest from Mr. Frank Brooks of $125,517.07 in November of 
2010. Mr. Brooks was a member for 39 years and died in November of 2009. 

 
The income earned on the Endowment Fund in 2015 was $3,443.64. The income will be 

submitted to the church in accordance with the fund guidelines. 

Fair market value as of June 30, 2016 was $148,121.64. 

 

Submitted by 
 

Larry Marett, Lyn Norton, and Jerry Fouts, Trustees 
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HISTORY OF SPC ENDOWMENT FUND 

DATE 

AMOUNT 

RECEIVED 

  

INT & DIV EARNED 

 

 10% 

REINVESTED 

90% 

MISSIONS 
 

 
 

8/26/2009 $1,000.00  FUND STARTED BY DICK AND ELAINE BUSHEY 

 
6/18/2010 $2,225.58  FROM OLD SPC MEMORIAL FUND 

 
8/23/2010 $10.00  DONATION 

 
11/1/2010 $125,519.07  FROM THE ESTATE OF FRANK BROOKS 

 

  
12/31/2010 

   

$25.41 
 

 $25.41 $ 

 
12/31/2011 

   

$2,725.76 
 

 $272.58 $2,453.19 

 
12/31/2012 

   

$2,815.19 
 

 $281.52 $2,533.67 

 
12/31/2013 

   

$3,088.55 
 

 $308.86 $2,779.69 

 
12/31/2014 

   

$3,749.45 
 

 $374.95 $3,374.51 

 
12/31/2015 

   

$3,443.64 
 

 $344.36 $3,099.28 

 

 
   

     
TOTAL 

   

$15,848.00 
 

 $1,607.68 $14,240.34 

 

    
     

12/31/2014 FAIR MARKET VALUE $ 143,438.83 

 
 

12/31/2015 FAIR MARKET VALUE  $139,717.46   
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SPECIAL FUNDS DISBURSEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS—15/16 FY 
 

The committee comprised of Pastor Nancy Morris, Karen McBryde (Deacon), Booty 

Catlin (Clerk of Session) and Jan Palmer (PW moderator) met on April 12 to discuss the 

disbursement of the Adams, Byrd, and Endowment funds. The totals available, verified 

by Michele Creel, are: 
 

Adams   $1655.53 

Byrd   $9535.44 

Endowment  $5075.42 

                        $16,266.40  TOTAL 

 

The committee makes the following recommendations: 

 

1. Adams Fund—all proceeds ($1655.53) to go to the Chapter House improvement 

project.  This project meets both criteria of the fund, i.e. church mission (because 

of the type of activities for which the building is used) AND capital improvement. 

 

2. Byrd Fund— 

 

Restore the budget cuts that were made to local mission ($4800) by awarding 

$600 to the United Benevolence, $3100 to OPSF and $1100 to Our Daily Rest.  

 

Support global mission by awarding $4000 to Dr Nagy and the remaining $735.44 

to PW for their support of Days for Girls International. 

 

3. Endowment Fund— 

 

Use $1000 for expenses incurred by the Health and Wellness committee for their 

outreach program(s).  

 

Earmark the remaining $4075.42 for the children’s playground equipment project, 

in an effort to make our church more “child friendly”. 

 

Both of these recipients fall into the category of expanding the mission of the 

church. 

Submitted by 

 

Jan Palmer 

The above recommendations were approved by Session. 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN THROUGH JUNE OF 2016 

The Memorial Garden was dedicated on March 26, 1995. It was established by a gift of 
the Earl Peters family together with gifts made to the Earl Peters Memorial Fund. 
 

The garden fronts Knohl Hall (the Pre-function building). Individuals whose ashes have 
been interred in the garden are listed on a Memorial Plaque mounted near the church 
office as well as on an exterior plaque sited in the garden. The record is also maintained 
in a Remembrance Book stored in a case fronting the church library. Interments in the 
Memorial Garden (in chronological order) are as follows: Earl Peters, Fred Kuehn, Ed 
Forus, Tennyson Blackburn, Shirley Moore, Robert Thomas, Raymond Smith, Paul 
Heinz Riedel, Richard K. Lacy, Barbara Willbrandt, Lillian Mabel Smith, John Davidson, 
Rose Forus, Jean Barron, Lambert R. Lozier, Mildred Peters, Alma Thomas, James 
“Cary” Henry, Jack Ritchie, Lois Ritchie, Elaine Bringardner, Richard Bringardner, 
Walter Dost, Jeanne Dost, Howard DeWolf, Rose Hart, Betty Turner, Bob Buse, and 
interred in 2013, John Leslie Catlin and James Ronald Moore.  In 2014, the church and 
community were saddened by the deaths of Archie Barron, Nancy Dendy, and George 
Hart.  We were also deeply saddened by the passing of Jim Holmquist and Grace 
Jacobi in January, 2015, Ed Krech in March, 2015, Rich Simington in January of 2016 
and Barbara Norton in June of 2016. Their cremains are interred in the garden. 
 

The interment fee is $300.00. Its purpose is for the perpetual care and nurture of the 
Memorial Garden. Interment can be made at any time; however, when possible, 
arrangements should be made well in advance of need. At the request of the deceased 
member's family, a brief service of committal will be conducted at the time of the 
interment. 
 

In 2008, the Memorial Garden financial guidelines were amended to reflect better 
stewardship for the church as a whole. To wit: any additional gifts that increase the total 
fund balance in excess of $4,300.00 may be used by specific action of the Session for 
the mission and ministry of Seneca Presbyterian Church. 
 

Since inception, improvements to the garden include: installation of a Celtic Cross on 
the north wall of Knohl Hall in 2002, a granite bench in 2008, an exterior plaque with the 
names of the interred in 2009, and an outdoor fountain with stone surround installed in 
memory of Kem Oelberg in 2013. Also included in the 2013 Memorial Garden project 
were grass removal and killing and a brighter light to shine on the cross. Funds for this 
project were provided by the Kem Oelberg memorial and Memorial Garden funds. A 
second exterior plaque was ordered and installed, and a plaque in memory of Kem 
installed. Existing shrubbery is trimmed and the grounds are freshly mulched as 
needed. Seasonal annuals are planted in selected areas of the garden. 
 

Memorial Garden Committee 
 

Lee Oelberg 
Kathy Krech Bridges 

Ann Smith 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seneca Presbyterian Church 
115 West South 1st Street  Seneca, SC  29678 

Pastor – Dr. Nancy M. Morris       Parish Associate – Rev. Richard Caldwell 
Pastor Emeritus – Dr. Robert S. Dendy       Director of Music – Chip Mays 
Church Secretary – Robin Smith       Financial Secretary – Glenda Pitts 
Parish Nurse - Ernie Lombard       Custodian - James Gaines 
Missionary - Dr. Barbara Nagy (Serving in Malawi)       Custodian – Jonathan Hoover 
 

Telephone – 864-882-2505                                      FAX – 864-882-2528 

Email – senecachurch@bellsouth.net        Web site: senecapresbyterianchurch.com 

Pastor’s Blog “Seedlings” – www.revnmorris.blogspot.com 

OUR CALLING AS GOD’S PEOPLE IN THIS PLACE 
MISSION STATEMENT ADDENDUM 

 

To be faithful to our mission we commit ourselves: 

 to minister to our older congregation while encouraging growth and development 
of ministry to younger people; 

 to minister to those in need in our community and world; 

 to create meaningful worship experiences, providing different times and styles of 
worship; 

 to provide quality Christian Education by offering a variety of programs to our 
congregation and community. 

We will pursue the above within a framework of: 

 welcoming a diversity of people; 

 working in ecumenical cooperation with our sisters and brothers in Christ; 

 spreading the good news of Jesus Christ; 

 Reaffirming in our worship, life and ministry the strengths of our Reformed faith. 

mailto:senecachurch@bellsouth.net
http://sprez.org/
http://www.revnmorris.blogspot.com/

