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WEEKLY CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION 
4th Sunday of Advent       December 20, 2020 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
 

GATHERING 
WELCOME AND GREETING 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                                               Joy Offering 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Lighting of the Forth Candle of the Advent Wreath The Low Family (Diana and Sarah) 
Congregational Response 

One: God of hope, Prince of peace, Giver of Joy, and Lord of love, Your goodness is beyond our wildest 
imaginings. You give us more than we can think to ask, coming to us with impossible possibility in the 
Word made flesh. Teach us to love this world and all people as You love us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All: God of promise, God of love, into our darkness come. 
Musical Response                              Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah                                  (Hymn No. 85) 

 

PRELUDE                                                   Leslie Warlick 
 

SILENT PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Eternal God: through long generations you prepared a way in our world for the coming of your Son, and by 
your Spirit you are still bringing the light of the Gospel to darkened lives. Renew us, so that we may welcome 
Jesus to rule our thoughts and claim our love, as Lord of lords and King of kings, to whom be glory always. 
Amen. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: We are waiting on you, God. 
All: We are still waiting. 
One: The darkness is deeper, but look! The star is beginning to shine. 
All: The everlasting light is creeping closer. 
One: Hope is in the air. Peace is promised. Joy is on the tips of our tongues. 
All:  Love is coming. Love divine, all loves excelling. 
One: We are waiting on love. And Love is waiting on us. Let us worship God! 
 

*GATHERING PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 

Living God, Love Incarnate, we confess that we are not perfect. You who are everything, we acknowledge 
that we are lacking. Jesus Christ our Lord, child of the manger, we admit to you that we prefer good 
intentions to sacrificial acts of love. We prefer to admire the faith of others rather than to be faithful 
ourselves. 
 

Hear us now as we confess our faults and admit our frailties. In our vulnerability meet us and save us from 
our sins. Lift us from lowly places to abide in your loving presence. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ 
as we offer our continuing confession in silence.                 (silent prayer of confession) 
 

Choral Response: (Hymn No. 92)  While We Are Waiting, Come 
While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come. Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, 
come. With power and glory, come; with power and glory, come. Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are 
waiting, come. Come, Savior, quickly come; come, Savior, quickly come. Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while 
we are waiting, come. 
 



 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
One: The truth of Advent is this: God is coming to us! We are not alone. 
All: In Christ, we are accepted. We are set free of the past. We are given to the future. 
One:  Angels have proclaimed that a new day has dawned; the light of forgiveness is shining. 
All:  In a lowly manger stall, all of God’s children find hope in the birth of the Messiah. 
One:  Let us love one another: this is what the world is waiting for. 
All:  Hallelujah and Amen! 
 

*Gloria Patri: (Hymn No. 584)                         Glory Glory, Glory 
Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high! 
Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high! 
And on earth peace to all people in whom God is well pleased. 
And on earth peace to all people in whom God is well pleased. 
 

THE WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

FIRST LESSON                               2 Samuel 7: 1-11; 16 
 

ANTHEM                               In the Bleak Midwinter 
 

SECOND LESSON                                     Luke 1:47-55 
 

SERMON                                        “Something About Mary“                                                     Dr. Hartman 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 
Musical Offering                                           I Wonder as I Wander 
*Advent Doxology              Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow in every Generation 
Praise God, all creatures here below, Who gives to us salvation 
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
Let all creation praise the Lord With love and adoration 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

SENDING 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                     Joy to the World 
 

*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE 

 
*Let those who are able to stand 
 

We thank Beti Strobeck for her gift of bulletin cover art for the Advent season. 
 



 
 

Liturgist: Chuck Kellner 
Worship Attendance 12/13/2020 10:00 am 63 and 45 families watched it on Facebook. 

 
Prayer Requests 

 

There is going to be an indoor memorial service for Suzanne Peden, who died this last Sunday. The service will 
be: This Saturday, December 19th at 2:00 p.m. The Wood Mortuary 300 Poinsett Street Greer, SC 29650 
 

The funeral home does not require masks but if you plan to go you are strongly encouraged to wear a mask. 
 

Webcasting will be available if you prefer not to go. That webcasting as well as an obituary can be found on 
The Woods web site, which is: www.thewoodmortuary.com 

 

Church Family: Nancy Allgood, Reid Arnold, Rick Black, Priscilla Byars, Fynn DeHay, Robert Dendy, Rev. George 
Harper, Harry & Pat Hendershot, Jack Kinback (former member), Larry Kolze, Maria Leitner, Janet May, Wayne 
Montague, Jeff Montague, Cecil Rigby, Bob Simpson, Debbie Simpson, Bill Thompson, Bob White, and Gary 
Whitehead. 
 

Extended Church Family: Barbara (dear friend of Donna McIntire), Sandra Black (Charlotte McDonald), Keaton 
Clary (brother-in-law of Janey Turner), Carol Conger (Helen Kelly’s sister), Norman Faircloth (brother of Merilyn 
Moss), Scott Gawlik (Betty Gawlik’s son), Evans Harris (husband of Pat Harris), Gabbie Holodnak and Fiancé 
Russell (Joan Krech’s granddaughter),*Joe (Dian Yanessa), Linda Kelly (cousin of Elaine Williams), Donald Rieck 
(son of Doris Rieck), Gregory Rigby (brother of Cecil Rigby), Tommy Saggus (Pat Huggins brother), Jim Southern 
(Carolyn Palmer’s brother), Bob Willard (Elaine Williams’ nephew). 
 

Note: Please let the church office know of updates to the prayer list. 

Announcements 
 

 

In light of the rising numbers of COVID cases in Oconee County, 
and in an effort to partner with our hospitals to contain the COVID virus in our community, 

the Session voted last evening to suspend in-person worship at the church beginning this Sunday, December 
20th through Sunday, January 10th. 

The Session will meet again in early January to determine if this time frame needs to be extended. 
Please note that our live stream virtual Sunday morning Worship Services on FACEBOOK will continue 

during this time—to include a Thursday evening Christmas Eve Service at 8:00PM. 

 
Oconee United Ministries (OUM) Needs Volunteers! OUM (located in SPC’s Chapter House across the street 
from the church) is in desperate need of volunteers to answer phones to respond to requests for help for 
payment of rent, power, etc. from persons in our community. They are currently doing all of this ministry by 
phone and are not personally meeting with clients. The need is for persons to work on the phone on either the 
second or third Tuesday of each month from 9 AM to 11 AM. If interested, please call Ann Smith @ 864-973-
8967. Thank you! 

 
Ripple of One is currently in need of children mentors. If you are interested in making a difference in a child's 
life, please contact us at 864-882-8777. 

 

SPC has added a new option via the internet to facilitate making donations to the church budget easier—
especially during this time of COVID-19. The process is electronically secure as it is operated by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA. You simply locate the hyperlink at the bottom of the screen on our 
home page (www.sprez.org) OR on email blasts you receive from the church. Once clicking on the hyperlink, 
you will be instructed to sign-up with a username and password. Once you complete the initial sign-up process, 
all you will need to do in the future is to log-in. Please know that there will be a 2% convenience fee added to 
your electronic donation if you choose to use this service, but this fee is very low compared to other secular 
providers of this service. 
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