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Zimbabwe Christian College Welcomes Students 
Back for the Fall Semester 
By Sidyne Mavodza, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Students gather for Chapel on October 7) 

Zimbabwe Christian College welcomed its students back to the campus four weeks ago. Because of 
the coronavirus challenge, we were two weeks late in opening but we are thankful that we were finally 
able to resume classes. Zimbabwe has not been hit as hard as the US, and the recovery rate here is 
very high. Since the start of the pandemic, a total of 229 people have died from the virus in Zimbabwe.  

Sixty students are currently enrolled at Zimbabwe Christian College this fall. Because of the 
coronavirus, we were not able to enroll students from other countries, including students who had 
planned to come from Malawi. 

We are developing a new normal, but we have maintained our focus of training people for ministry. 
Everyone on campus now uses a face mask, social distancing is constantly preached, and regular hand 
washing has become a new culture. Students are now confined within the campus as traveling outside 
campus might expose them to the virus. While it started as a very difficult discipline for our students, it 
is now becoming a new norm.  

We are forever thankful that we are able to carry out this critical ministry even during this time. Our 
society needs to hear more of the good news and the continuous training of people for ministry is ever 
needed.  
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Time to till the land 

The rainy season is almost here. First year 
students are seen here preparing the land to 
plant the maize corn. This has always helped in 
feeding our students. We are thankful for the 
piece of land that we have. We thank God for 
the vision of some American missionaries who 
invested in buying this land several decades 
ago. 

 

The Covid Challenge 
By Sidyne Mavodza, Principal 

As of now, 229 people have died from the coronavirus. That does not come anywhere close to what 
you are facing in the United States. Our prayers are with the American nation, the churches and our 
partners.  

The biggest challenge during coronavirus pandemic has been that most of our students are so 
incapacitated that they cannot pay for their education. In a nation where a professional school 
teacher earns between $30 and $40 per month, the general living standards of our people have 
drastically deteriorated. This has made education a luxury as people are forced to prioritize basic food 
commodities and clothes. I pray that we can get more people to partner with us by paying for a needy 
student. Such assistance will help us achieve our set goals. 

Because of our limited budget at the college, we have tried to reduce many expenses in the college 
kitchen. The coronavirus has brought new challenges as more washing soap is required for use by our 
students. While we used to spend $40 per month for the soap, we now require $60 per month. This is 
because our students need to constantly wash hands like never before. This has also added another 
burden on our students who now have to wear masks all the time. The majority of them really struggle 
to buy a washable mask that costs $1. They each have one washable mask which requires to be 
constantly washed using the expensive soap. Any contribution that you can give towards this will be a 
huge help. 
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Record Women’s 
Enrollment 
By Sidyne Mavodza, Principal 

This year saw Zimbabwe Christian 
College enroll more ladies than ever 
before. Out of a total of 60 students 
currently on campus, seventeen are 
women. The area of Binga alone sent 
four ladies pictured to be trained (From left: Saliwe, Melissa, Catherine and Nkazimulo). This was after 
the churches in the area realized a huge need in children's ministry. I am so glad these four ladies are 
at the college to train. What is common among the four ladies is their love for the church and 
particularly for the children. The four ladies however are struggling to raise the fees as they are from 
the rural villages where their families survive on subsistence farming. 

 

Scholarship Need 

It costs $300 per semester to send a student to Zimbabwe Christian College. The greatest need that we 
have right now is for our students who are from disadvantaged families and backgrounds. These 
students love the ministry with a passion, and training them is an opportunity for us as a college to 
make a difference in the kingdom. We have several other potential students who have the same 
challenges, yet these students would be very useful in the kingdom if someone would be challenged 
to assist. I pray that you can pick a student to assist.  

We have two semesters in a year. It takes $300 per semester to send a student. That translates to $600 
per year. Would you please partner with us in this great mission? 
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College Activities 

To help limit the risk of the virus, 20 students 
have been able to go to church every Sunday 
using the college truck. Our students have had 
to take turns to go to church since our truck 
can only take a limited number. We are 
thankful for the useful college truck! 

(Pictured are student loading up to attend a soccer match) 

 

From our U.S. Agent 

By James C. Jones 

This has been a challenging year for colleges throughout the world, and Zimbabwe Christian College is 
no exception. Fortunately, the college was able to offer in-person instruction for the Fall Semester 
after having to dismiss for part of the Spring for the safety of the students. A second blessing is that 
the college has no outbreak of the coronavirus since students have come back on campus. 

In his news items throughout this newsletter, Sidyne Mavodza, our principal has highlighted several 
important needs, including scholarships and what we’ve come to know as PPE: personal protective 
equipment. While most of us in the United States don’t think about purchasing several masks to keep 
at home, in the car, and in the office, just buying one is a challenge for many of the students at ZCC. If 
you can help with PPE and cleaning, please simply mark your gift for that need, and we will send the 
funds to the college to provide for this special need. 

Our partners have been so faithful in giving during this uncertain time, and this allows us to continue 
the instruction which provides church and school leaders for Zimbabwe. Thanks so much! 

 
Donations may be sent to 

Zimbabwe Christian Foundation 
℅ Dr. James C. Jones 
515 W. Market Street 
Taylorville, IL 62568 

 
www.zimbabwechristiancollege.org 

www.facebook.com/zimbabwechristiancollege 
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