
      
 

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY I 
           THS 340 
                  CLEARWATER COLLEGE 
                 
 
(3) Credits 
Fall Term 2020-2021 
Dr. Peter G. Engle  
Office hours by appt. 
pengle@clearwatercollege.com  
(403) 722-2225  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is the first of a 2-part sequence which presents all of the major doctrines of 
the Christian faith as a unified and related whole.  The first segment covers the topics 
of: God, creation, man, the fall, providence, angels and demons, Christology, and 
redemption.  This course and its sequel are taught from a Pentecostal/Charismatic and 
evangelical perspective, with a format for student/professor interaction/discussion on all 
of the major issues covered in this course.  
 
TEXTBOOKS 
 
     (1)    The Holy Bible. A literal translation is required (*), with NASBU or equivalent 

being preferred (like ESV). (*) NIV can be used but DE has limitations. 
 

(2) Introducing Christian Doctrine 3nd ed.  J. Millard Erickson. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Academic, 2015.  

 
(3) Patterns of Redemption.  Peter G. Engle. (self-published) 6th printing, 2020. 

 
(4) Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. Donald K. McKim. Louisville, 

KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1996. (recommended) 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
THINKING OBJECTIVES 

1. To learn the vocabulary and definitions of the major words used in theological 
discourse. 

2. To obtain a comprehension of the major doctrinal elements presented in this 
course.  
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3. To understand the major views on the doctrine of the Trinity and to select the 
one that has the strongest scriptural support. 

4. To learn the essential aspects of Christology, with particular focus on why the 
orthodox position is the only viable resolution. 

5. To understand the significance of the doctrine of creation and several theologies 
related to it. 

6. To understand the significance for man and for the cosmos of the fall, both of 
Satan and of Adam and Eve, and the implications of these for the creation and 
for redemption. 

7. To gain a working knowledge of the several key aspects of salvation, both 
objectively and in subjective application. 

8. To gain a working knowledge of the various theologies of sin, and its 
transmission. 

9. To be able to discuss the major theologies of the atonement. 
10. To comprehend the issues involved in the origins and destiny of evil within the 

entire schema of  
God’s plans and purposes. 

11. To gain a biblical founded doctrine of angels and demons together with an 
overall view of how the spiritual realm operates. 

12. To obtain a biblical and balanced theology with regard to God’s providence and 
man’s response and accountability to the Lord. 

 
VALUE OBJECTIVES 

1.  To esteem the major contributors through the centuries to the formation of 
Christian theology. 

2. To value the benefits for the individual and the church of having a proper and 
biblically balanced working theology. 

3. To cherish the heritage that has come down to us theologically through the 
centuries. 

4. To select the most biblically viable theological option per each major doctrine, 
and to learn to present and defend the same. 

5. To value the significance of developing a Christian world-view based on a proper 
biblically based theology. 

6. To esteem the heritage that the church has in theology and seek to uphold it. 
7. To cherish the truth and its significance for all of life. 

 
LIVING AND SERVING OBJECTIVES 

1.  To commit to live according to the theological convictions that one gains as a 
result of this theological study. 

2. To commit to teaching others the truths that one learns from this course. 
3. To serve the Lord in the church and in the culture with a deeper theological 

foundation. 
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4. To commit to refuting theological error wherever it is encountered. 
5. To seek to follow an incarnational lifestyle which lives out the theological 

convictions of the believer. 
6. To commit to making one’s belief system and one’s life-style congruent in 

Christian life and expression. 
7. To seek to disciple others in the contours of systematic theology derived from 

the Bible. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

1. Primary textbook reading: Erickson  
Each student shall read on a weekly basis the assigned portions (first half) of 
Introducing Christian Doctrine and be prepared to interact in class related to the 
same. The course content will correspond with sections 1-23, with the 
professor’s lectures inter-facing on topic with the textbook. 
Percentage of grade:     10% 
Due date(s):      weekly as assigned 

               
2. Secondary textbook reading: Engle 

Each student shall read the first half (through chapter 11) of Patterns of 
Redemption. The secondary textbook is utilized as a supplement to the primary 
text, and although students are required to read and discuss it according to the 
schedule, the content will not be on the exams. Although the chapters do not 
correlate directly with the primary textbook, a reasonable congruency is 
attempted. Time will be provided in class for a short discussion and student 
interactions with the secondary textbook. 
Percentage of grade:     10% 
Due date:        by the last day of class 
 

3. Critique of primary textbook  (Erickson) 
Having interacted with the text, the student will write a critique of Erickson. The 
critique shall be (5) pages in length and shall be done in accordance with the CC 
Writer’s Guide formatting. The critique should include a condensed over-view of 
the contents, (1 page) positive/negative assessments, (about 3 pages), and a 
personal impact/reflection component (1 page). 
Percentage of grade:     10% 
Due date:                                                               Monday following 
      

4.  Critique of secondary textbook (Engle) 
Each student compose and submit in hard copy a (5) page critique of Patterns of 
Redemption (chapters 1-11). This should include a brief summary of contents 
(1), an assessment of perceived positive and negative elements (3), and a 
comment on personal impact resulting from reading the work (1).  The  
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student shall not be deducted in grade in cases where he/she disagrees with the 
professor related to theological content if a contrary opinion is well supported. 
Percentage of grade:     10% 
Due date:       Monday following 

 
5. Mid-block exam  

There will be a mid-term examination during the time-frame allocated by the 
College, and it will cover materials from the beginning of the course, both from 
readings, scripture, and classroom interaction. It will be definition short and 
intermediate essay in nature. A review and final “hints” session will precede the 
exam. The exam will encompass a one-hour class time-slot. It will cover chapters 
(1-12) of Erickson (except for omissions). 
Percentage of grade:     20% 
Due date:       at mid block 
 

6. Research paper 
Every student shall compose and submit an appropriate research paper on a 
topic commensurate with the theological content of this course (corresponding to 
the content of Theology I in scope). It must be done according to the CC Writer’s 
Guide formatting and shall be appropriately sourced. It shall be (8-10) pages of 
text in length, with title page, outline and bibliography. It must have minimum 
of 8 bibliographic references, no more than (3) of which may be inter-net 
derived. Suggestions for paper topics will be discussed in class. The professor 
will be available to discuss the topic, scope and procedures. 
Percentage of grade:     20% 
Due date:       Monday following  
             

7. Final exam 
There will be a final examination for the course that will cover materials 
presented since the time of the mid-block, including readings, scripture, and 
classroom interaction. The format will be the same as the mid-term. It will cover 
chapters (13-23) (except for chapters omitted). 
Percentage of grade:     20% 
Due date:       last day of block  
             

COURSE OUTLINE 
The following outline is the essential framework for topics and their presentation. 
However, due to fluctuations in the College schedule and the extension of some 
classroom interactions, there may be minor variations in the below listed weekly 
sequence. Further, because of the nature of class lecture/interaction, there may some 
healthy flexibility to the following suggested schedule. Because of the protracted nature  
 



                Page 5 
 
of this block (4 weeks), the days are actual class days, not necessarily sequential 
calendar days. 
 
DAY ONE   Erickson: chaps. 1-2    (Preface optional) 
DAY TWO   Erickson: chaps. 3-4          Patterns: chap. 1  
DAY THREE   Erickson: chaps. 5,6,7        Patterns: chap. 2  
DAY FOUR   Erickson:  chaps. 8, 9, 10       
DAY FIVE   Erickson:  chap. 11            Patterns: chap. 3 
DAY SIX   Erickson:  chap. 13           Patterns: chap. 4  
 
    Mid-term Exam 
DAY SEVEN   Erickson: chap. 14             Patterns: chap. 5    
DAY EIGHT   Erickson: chap. 15           Patterns: chap. 6             
DAY NINE   Erickson: chap. 16           Patterns: chap. 7             
DAY TEN   Erickson: chap. 17, 18       Patterns: chap. 8                   
DAY ELEVEN   Erickson: chap. 19           Patterns: chap. 9                
DAY TWELVE            Erickson: chap. 20           Patterns: chap. 10 
DAY THIRTEEN  Erickson: chap. 21             Patterns: chap. 11 
DAY FOURTEEN  Erickson: chap. 22       
    Final exam 
           
            
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
The following is an abbreviated list of volumes which this professor recommends, and 
which are available either in our library, obtainable through several of the professors, or 
currently in print. The criteria for inclusion will focus on suitability for Systematic 
Theology I, general usefulness, doctrinal congruity and availability. (*) signifies works 
that are especially recommended. 
 
Bilezikian, Gilbert. Christianity 101. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 1993. 
 
Bloesch, Donald G. Holy Scripture: Revelation, Inspiration and Interpretation. Downers 

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1994.   
    
______________. God the Almighty: Power, Wisdom, Holiness, Love. Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press, 1995. (*) 
             
_______________. Jesus Christ: Savior and Lord. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 

Press, 1997. (*) 
 
_______________. The Holy Spirit: Works and Gifts. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 

Press, 2000. 
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_______________. A Theology of Word and Spirit: Authority and Method in Theology. 

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2992. 
 
_______________.The Church: Sacraments, Worship, Ministry, Mission. Downers 

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002. (*) 
             
_______________. The Last Things: Resurrection, Judgment, Glory. Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press, 2004. 
 
_______________. Essentials of Evangelical Theology. Two Volumes in One. Peabody, 

MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 2006. 
 
Boa, Kenneth. Conformed to His Image. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001. (*) 
 
Bray, Gerald. The Doctrine of God. Contours of Christian Theology. Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 2004. 
 
Brown, Colin, Ed. The New International Dictionary of Theology. Vols. I-III. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1982. 
            
Buckley, James J., and David S. Yeago, Eds. Knowing the Triune God: The Work of the 

Spirit in the Practices of the Church. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2001. 
 
Coleman, Robert. The Heart of the Gospel. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2011. 
 
Conyers, A.J. A Basic Christian Theology. Nashville, TN: Broadman and Holman 

Publishers, 1995. 
 
Dunning, H. Ray. Grace, Faith and Holiness: A Wesleyan Systematic Theology. Kansas 

City, MO: Beacon Hill Press, 1988. 
             
Enns, Paul. The Moody Handbook of Theology.  Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2008. 
             
Erickson, Millard J. Introducing Christian Doctrine. 3nd Ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 

Academic, 2015.  
 
Fee, Gordon D. God’s Empowering Presence. Peabody MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 

2005. (*) 
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Gundry, Stanley N. Ed. Five Views on Sanctification. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 

1987. (*)           
    

Jensen, Peter. The Revelation of God. Contours of Christian Theology. Downers Grove, 
IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002.  

             
Kolb, Robert, The Christian Faith: A Lutheran Exposition. St. Louis, MO: Concordia 

Publishing House, 1993. 
                       
McKim, Donald K. Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. Westminster/John 

Knox: Louisville and London, 19996. 
 
Muller, Richard A. Dictionary of Latin and Greek Theological Terms. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Baker Books, 1985. 
 
Olson, Roger E. The Mosaic of Christian Belief: Twenty Centuries of Unity and Diversity. 

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002. 
 
Packer, J.I. Concise Theology: A Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs. Carol Stream, IL: 

Tyndale House Publishers, 1993.  
 
Pentecost, J. Dwight. Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan, 1982. (*) 
 
Purkeiser, W.T., Richard S. Taylor and William Taylor. God, Man, and Salvation. Kansas 

City, MO: Beacon Hill Press, 1977. 
 
Sauer, Erich. The Triumph of the Crucified: A Survey of the History of Salvation in the 

New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1994. (*) 
             
__________. In the Arena of Faith. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1966. 
 
__________. The King of the Earth. Palm Springs, CA: Ronald Haynes Publishers, 1981. 
 
__________. The Dawn of Redemption. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1994. 
        
Toon, Peter. Our Triune God: A Biblical Portrayal of the Trinity. Vancouver: Regent 

College Publishing, 1996. 
 
Wiley, H. Orton. Christian Theology. Vols. I-III. Kansas City, MO: Beacon Hill Press, 

1992. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 


