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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This upper division course provides a theological examination of the essential tenets of 
Pentecostalism together with a brief overview of the historical development and spread 
of the various Pentecostal churches and their global impacts. The relationship between 
Pentecostalism and the Charismatic Movement will also be examined theologically and 
historically. It is within this context that the doctrinal and practical distinctives of the 
Fellowship of Christian Assemblies are presented and examined. This course is team 
taught, with FCA Fellowship Pastor Glen Forsberg teaching a week on the history and 
doctrinal distinctives of the FCA. Dr. Engle will teach the overall history and theology of 
the Pentecostal/Charismatic movements. 
 
COURSE TEXTBOOKS 
 

(1)  Synan, Vincent. The Century of the Holy Spirit: 100 Years of Pentecostal and 
Charismatic Renewal.  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2001. 
 

(2)  Brand, Chad Owen, Ed. Perspectives on Spirit Baptism: 5 Views. Nashville, TN: 
 B&H Academic, 2004. (*Recommended but not required) 
 

(3)  Heckman, Warren. History of the Fellowship of Christian Assemblies. 
 

(4)  Kennington, Tom. Theology of the Fellowship of Christian Assemblies. 
(*This is a recommended book, but is not required) 
 

*To keep within our required page limits and books required for each class, and to be  
sympathetic to the realities of student budgets, with this team-taught course we have  
made only (2) of the course textbooks required, but highly recommend the other two. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
THINKING 

1. To identify the major theological components of Pentecostalism. 
2. To identify the major denominations within Pentecostalism, together with the 

respective distinctives of the FCA. 
3. To be able to name the major pioneers in the movement and their significant 

contributions, including the major figures associated with the FCA. 
4. To identify the significant implicit and explicit pre-suppositions of Pentecostalism. 
5. To be able to identify the essential theological and practical distinctive of the 

Charismatic Movement and to compare/contrast these to Pentecostalism. 
6. To be able to trace the historical trajectory of both movements and their 

respective impacts on Christianity in general and on missions in particular. 
7. To examine the contributions of both movements to the over-all trajectory of 

Church history. 
8. To be able to identify and discuss the doctrinal distinctive of the FCA. 

 
VALUING 

1. To esteem the historical heritage that we have personally received from the 
Pentecostal movement, with particular reference to the FCA. 

2. To esteem the contributions of Pentecostalism to the over-all development of 
church history, theology, and practice 

3. To value the contributions made to Pentecostalism by the FCA. 
4. To esteem the foundations of Pentecostalism related to the subsequent 

development of Charismatic theology and practice. 
5. To appreciate the sacrifices made by the early Pentecostal ministers and 

missionaries for those who would follow them in the things of the Spirit. 
6. To appreciate the contributions of the Charismatic leaders who changed their 

world so that we might change ours. 
7. To esteem the restoration of the various gifts of the Spirit for all of Church life. 

 
LIVING AND SERVING 

1. To commit to embracing the practice of Pentecostal distinctives for our lives. 
2. To commit to serving within the framework of the various groups, like the FCA. 
3. To use the gifts of the Spirit both individually and where appropriate in ministry 

settings. 
4. To seek to life a Spirit-filled life in one’s personal walk and witness. 
5. To testify in word and deed concerning the changes to one’s life as a result of 

being Spirit-filled. 
6. To develop and live a truly balanced biblical life-style of Word and Spirit 
7. To affirm the reality of the need to function in all of the gifts, offices, and 

motivations. 
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COURSE CONTENT AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 
READING ASSIGNMENT 
 

(1) Each student shall read in its entirety the text of The Century of the Holy 
Spirit by Synan and be ready progressively to discuss the contents in class. 
Due date:       by end of block 
Percentage of grade:     10% 
           

(2) Each student is to read in its entirety The History of the FCA by Warren 
Heckman and be ready progressively to discuss the contents in class. 
Date due:       by end of block 
Percentage of grade:     10% 
 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 
 

(1)  Each student shall compose and submit in hard copy a book critique on the 
first textbook (Synan), in accordance with the CC’s Writer’s Guide. The critique 
shall consist of (4) pages of text consisting of a brief overview of the contents, 
an assessment of the strengths and weaknesses, plus a personal 
reflection/impact portion.  
Due date:       by end of block 
Percentage of grade:     10% 
 

(2) Each student shall compose and submit in hard copy a book critique on the 
second textbook (Heckman). The critique shall consist of (4) pages of text, 
consisting of a short over-view of the contents, an assessment of strengths and 
weaknesses, and a portion on personal impact. 
Due date:       by end of block 
Percentage of grade;     10%    
   

(3)  Commensurate with the purpose of this course, each student shall select (2) 
topics related to Pentecostalism or the FCA theology/Distinctives and shall 
compose and submit in hard copy two research papers done in accordance 
with CC’s Writer’s Guide specifications. The papers shall be no less than (5) 
pages of text each, with appropriate outlining, footnotes, reference list (at least 
5 sources), etc. Each segment (Forsberg and Engle) requires a paper. 
Due date:       by end of block 
Percentage of grade:     20% (2X10%) 
 

Note: Because of having essentially (2) professors with differing lecture styles, 
priorities and (2) reading components, written assignments are reduced. 
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EXAMINATIONS  
 

(1) There will be a first exam covering lecture and interactions, and any readings 
that the professor (Engle) has indicated are going to be required for the exam, 
for the first segment of the course. The professor will provide adequate and 
appropriate in class “review” as to what to study. 
Due date:       after the first week  
Percentage of grade:     20% 
 
 

(2)  There will be a second exam covering materials for the second segment, from 
lecture and classroom interaction and any readings that the professor(Forsberg) 
will require. The professor will provide adequate review related to what materials 
to prioritize for the test. 
Due date:       after the second week 
Percentage of grade:     20% 

 
________ 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
First segment: Dr. Engle 
 The first week of the course will provide a brief history of the Pentecostal and 

Charismatic movements, together with a presentation of the major doctrinal 
issues of both movements as well as doctrinal distinctives of the various groups 
within each movement. 

 
Second segment: FCA Fellowship Pastor Glen Forsberg 
 This second segment of the course focuses on the place of the Fellowship of 

Christian Assemblies within the larger context of Pentecostalism, as well as the 
presentation and rationale for the significant FCA distinctive doctrines, especially 
related to the autonomy of the local church. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
The following is an indicative list of some of the major works related to 
Pentecostalism which are still currently in print and/or are readily available. The 
students are also encouraged to discuss book selection with our librarian and 
also individual professors for additional works pertaining to the course. 
 
Bennett, Dennis and Rita. The Holy Spirit and You. Plainfield, NJ: Logos, 1971. 

 
Burgess, Stanley M., Ed. The New International Dictionary of Pentecostal and  
         Charismatic Movements. Rev. ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2003. 
 
Cantelon, Willard. The Gift of God: Understanding the Work of the Holy Spirit.  
          Bothell, WA: The New Haven Press, 1999. 
 
Damazio, Frank. Developing the Prophetic Ministry. Portland, OR: Bible Temple 
           Publishing, 1983. 
 
Dowley, Tim, Ed. The Baker Atlas of Christian History. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker,  
           1993. 
 
Engle, Peter. Patterns of Redemption. 7th printing.  Self-published, Red Deer, AB    

2020. 
 

Ervin, Howard M. Conversion-Initiation and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.    
  Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson Publishers, 1990. 
 

_____________. These are not Drunken as Ye Suppose. Plainfield, NJ: Logos, 
            1968. 
 
Fee, Gordon. God’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul. 
            Hendrickson Publishers, 1994. 

 
Fortune, Don and Katie. Discover Your God-given Gifts. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Chosen Books, 1987. 
            

Gundry, Stanley N. Ed. Five Views on Sanctification. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 1987. 

            
Hamon, Bill. The Eternal Church. Point Washington, FL: Christian International 

Publishers, 1990. 
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Heckman, Warren. The History of the Fellowship of Christian Assemblies. (see 

Pastor Forsberg) 
 

Hollenweger, Walter J. The Pentecostals. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1988. 
            
Iverson, Dick. The Holy Spirit Today. Portland OR: City Christian Publishing, 

2003. 
 
Kennington, Tom. God’s House, our Home. (see Pastor Forsberg) 

         
Kydd, Ronald A.N. Charismatic Gifs in the Early Church. Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson Publishers, 1983. 
 
Lederle, H.I. Treasures Old and New. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 

1988. 
 
McGee, Gary B. Initial Evidence: Historical and Biblical Perspectives on the 

Pentecostal Doctrine of Spirit Baptism. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1991. 

 
Menzies, William W. and Robert P. Spirit and Power: Foundations of Pentecostal 

Experience. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2000. 
 
_______________.  Anointed to Serve: The Story of the Assemblies of God. 

Springfield, MO: Full Gospel Publishing House, 1994. 
 
Miller, Thomas William. Canadian Pentecostals: A History of the Pentecostal 

Assemblies of Canada. Mississauga, ON: Full Gospel Publishing House, 
1994.  

 
Noel, Bradley Truman. Pentecostal and Postmodern Hermeneutics: Comparison 

and Contemporary Impact. Eugene, OR: WIPF & Stock, 2010. 
 
Prince, Derek. They Shall Expel Demons. Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 1999. 
 
__________.  Shaping History Through Prayer and Fasting. Fort Lauderdale, FL: 

Derek Prince Ministries, 1973. 
           
Reid, Daniel G., Robert D. Linder, Bruce L. Shelley, and Harry S. Stout, Eds. 

Dictionary of Christianity in America. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity  
                   Press, 1994. 
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         Schatzmann, Siegfried. A Pauline Theology of Charismata. Peabody, MA:             

Hendrickson, 1989. 
 
          Wagner, C. Peter. Your Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church Grow.  Ventura, CA: 

Regal Books, 1979. 
 
          ______________. Churchquake. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1999. 
            

Wakefield, Gordon S. Ed. The Westminster Dictionary of Christian Spirituality. 
Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 1983.  

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


