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Focus on Alumni
O

ne of our greatest joys as faculty
and staff of Clearwater College is
seeing the life change that God brings
in the lives of students. It is inspiring to
watch students grow in faith, godliness, confidence, peace, and more
as they cultivate a deepening relationship with the Lord and become
grounded in God’s word. Moreover,
we are very excited about students
who answer God’s call to ministry.
When possible we love to feature what
our alumni are doing so that you too
can share in our joy. In this edition of
Clearwater Current, it is our pleasure
to introduce you to Lance and Danica
Tyrer and Shannon Payne.

Lance & Danica Tyrer
Lance and Danica both graduated
from Clearwater College of Biblical
Studies with a Bachelor of Theology
degree. Danica was a student from
2008 to 2012 and Lance from 2009 to
2013. They were both exceptional students achieving highest honors. Over
their years at college, their friendship
blossomed into romance and they
were married on August 31, 2013.
As Lance reflects back on his time
at Clearwater College (then Living
Faith Bible College), he expresses,
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Spending four years at Living Faith
made the college home for me.
Danica and I met some great people and grew with them as young
adults. We encountered mentors
whose teaching and encouragement has had a lasting impact on
our lives. Living Faith is where my
faith grew into maturity and my
character was tested and made
stronger.

Danica shares similar sentiments
about her time at college:
The heart and soul of LFBC is its
people. The fact that it is a small
college means that you get to know
the people you’re around very intimately and build lasting relationships. Of course, meeting my husband in my second year is a huge
highlight of my time there, but
LFBC is also where my relationship
with God actually became my own,
and not something that my parents
forced me into. Getting my Bachelor of Theology was never about
the degree - completing four years
of bible college, for me, was about
my personal journey, and deepening growth in my faith. Taking all
those theology courses brought me
closer to God, and helped me understand why I believed what I believed. My time at Living Faith has
made me a strong follower of
Christ.
Lance continues his reflection on
his time in college:
It isn’t enough to learn knowledge –
you need to learn how to learn, and
to be the kind of person that knows
you can face challenges, work with
others, and together accomplish
great things with God. It is that kind
of character and integrity that I feel
Living Faith gave me through en-

Lance & Danica Tyrer with their son Owen

gaging classes, live ministry experiences, and the sort of relationship
-building and self-reflection that
only comes through a committed
and intimate community of people
that love and seek God.
During the summer months between college years, Lance and Danica each gained valuable ministry experience by interning in a variety of
ministry settings. Lance interned at
Richfield Christian Fellowship in Edmonton for one summer and at Camp
Silversides on Gull Lake for another
summer. His primary duties at both
places focused on youth ministry, giving him extensive opportunity to lead,
relate with, and speak to youth.
Danica interned at Gateway City
Church in Spruce Grove for two summers, followed by a summer at Richfield Christian Fellowship. A gifted
singer, Danica was involved regularly
in worship ministry, but she also
worked in the office as well as with
children, and with youth. After her
graduation, Danica pursued music
training at Red Deer College while
Lance completed his fourth year at
Clearwater College.
(continued on page 2)
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Shortly after their wedding, they moved to Grande Prairie where Lance had accepted a call to be the Youth Pastor at Christian Fellowship Assembly. He has now served
in that role for the past four years. Describing his time at
CFA, Lance says,
This ministry role has been challenging in a lot of great
ways and has helped me grow as a person as I’ve
worked with an amazing team of leaders and volunteers. The teens of this church and city are wonderful
and I’ve really enjoyed being able to play a small role in
seeing teens grow in faith and confidence. There’s always lots to do, between running Youth Group programs, Bible Studies, managing teams, teaching and
preaching, building relationships with people, and so
much more.
While Lance has been working full-time with the youth,
Danica completed a two year diploma toward her Bachelor
of Music Degree at Grande Prairie Regional College in
May of 2016. Then on October 26 of that same year, their
son Owen was born.
This fall, Danica plans to open Tyrer Vocal Studio in
their home so she can minister to young people and their
families through her studio business. This will provide opportunity for her to use her gifts while also allowing her to
be a stay-at-home wife and mother, which is her greatest
joy. On weekends, Danica also serves as a vocalist on the
CFA worship team.
Lance and Danica love Grande Prairie and their church.
Discussing their plans for the future, Lance says,
For the time being I am content in serving as Youth
Pastor at Christian Fellowship Assembly, watching Owen grow, and helping Danica with her vocal coaching
business. In time I can see myself continuing my education and, perhaps, teaching and training church leaders
and volunteers in a formal capacity.

Christian Fellowship Assembly where Lance is serving as Youth Pastor

Lance and Danica both place high value on their walk
with God, on ministry, and on family. Lance touches on this
in his final words:
I’ve greatly enjoyed the relationships I’ve built and the
opportunities I’ve had to learn more about God, my
faith, and myself as a person through preaching and
teaching. My family is very important to me and it has
been amazing to be able to share these adventures with
Danica and Owen and to know that I am always coming
home to a place that’s always fun, refreshing, and full of
memories – and cats.

In her final words, Danica also expresses her passion
for ministry and family:
Something that is very important to me is the idea that
ministry is ANYWHERE, not just in the church as a
youth leader or kids ministry leader. I believe that as a
mother and voice instructor, I am ministering in the way
that God has equipped me. I’m still involved in the
church as a member of the worship team, but my gifts
are also being put to use to minister to those outside of
the church, to show them Jesus by bringing love to
them where they are. My family is incredibly important
to me, and being a mother to my son Owen is my biggest dream come true! I am blessed with a loving husband in Lance, and am happy to call Grande Prairie,
and Christian Fellowship Assembly, home.

Shannon Payne
It is now our pleasure to introduce you to Shannon Payne.
Shannon began her studies in
the fall of 1993 and graduated
from Living Faith Bible College in
the spring of 1997, having attained a B.A. Degree in Christian
Ministries. As Shannon reflects
back on her years as a student,
she recalls three things that had
a profound impact on her life:
The first major impact was the
teaching of the Word of God.
Shannon Payne
It was wonderful to experience going deeper into the Word of God as each teacher brought wonderful insight into each area we studied.
It opened a whole new love for the Word of God with
such richness and revelation.
The second impact was experiencing the “manifest
presence” of the Holy Spirit…. This triggered a deep
desire to search out more about the Holy Spirit and to
have a more intimate relationship with Him and move in
His gifts. This took me from the thinking that only a few
had the “anointing” to understanding that the Holy Spirit
IS the anointing and in yielding to Him in us we see His
gifts manifest to the Glory of God.
The third impact was (is) the friendships made. It was
wonderful to be with like-minded people who were genuinely seeking God. Times of fellowship, sharing and
praying for one another developed trust and close
friendship, some for that time others for a life time. To
sit and share about what the Lord was showing you and
hear what He was doing in another’s life was encouraging and exciting. It built faith in me.
During the summers of her college years, Shannon
completed her internship at Camrose Community Church.
Following her graduation in 1997, she was invited back to
serve in the role of Youth Pastor/Associate Pastor and she
has served there ever since—now more than 20 years.
During her internship she was a part of the group that
established “KidzKlub”, an outreach program that has been
running for 21 years. KidzKlub ministers to about 60 children each week, most of whom are unchurched. Shannon
(continued on page 4)
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Fall Course Schedule
September
Spiritual
Disciplines
Part 1
(Sep 11-15)

CCA

4th
Years

Synoptic
Gospels
(Oct 16-Nov 3)

Worship Band (Sep 11-Dec 18)

>>>>>

Music Theory (Sep 18-Dec 20)

>>>>>

Spiritual
Disciplines
Part 1
(Sep 11-15)

Evangelism
(Sep 18-22)

Spiritual
Disciplines
Part 2
(Sep 25-27)

Christian
Ethics
Part 1
(Sep 11-15)

Evangelism
(Sep 18-22)

Christian
Ethics
Part 2
(Sep 25-27)

Management Essentials
(Sep 11-Oct 20)

Communications
(Oct 2-13)

Synoptic
Gospels
(Oct 16-Nov 3)

Intro to
Missions
(Oct 2-13)

Synoptic
Gospels
(Oct 16-Nov 3)

Management
Pastoral
Essentials
Counseling
(Sep 11-Oct 20) (Oct 23-Nov 9)

Greek 1 (Sep 11-Dec 20)

>>>>>

Management Essentials
(Sep 11-Oct 13)

Management
Pastoral
Essentials
Counseling
(Sep 11-Oct 20) (Oct 23-Nov 9)

Greek 1 (Sep 11-Dec 20)

>>>>>

• Be sure and check out our new websites:
•clearwatercollege.com
•clearwater-online.com
• Alumni - Please Keep in Touch: The staff and other
alumni want to share in your life. Please let us know
what is happening so that we can pass the news on to
others.
• Following is a list of needed items that would greatly
assist us in being more effective in ministry and campus
stewardship.
 An economical car in good condition for promotional
travels
 A good condition van or Suburban for student
ministry travel and outings (8 passenger)
 Several good condition push lawn mowers
 A wood chipper
 A diesel generator
 SKILLED VOLUNTEERS! If you are a tradesman
and would like to use your talents for Kingdom work,
consider blessing us at Clearwater College.

December

Acts
Part 1
(Nov 16-24)

Lifestyle of
New Testament
Worship
Survey
(Nov 27-Dec 1)
(Dec 4-20)

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

Intro to
Media Arts
(Nov 6-15)

Acts
Part 1
(Nov 16-24)

To Be
Confirmed
(Nov 6-15)

Acts
Christian Ethics New Testament
Part 1
Part 3
Survey
(Nov 16-24) (Nov 27-Dec 1)
(Dec 4-20)

Pastoral
Counseling
(Oct 23-Nov 9)

Lifestyle of
New Testament
Worship
Survey
(Nov 27-Dec 1)
(Dec 4-20)

Church History 1
(Nov 13-Dec 1)

Old Testament
Prophets
(Dec 4-20)

>>>>>
Pastoral
Counseling
(Oct 23-Nov 9)

>>>>>

Church History 1
(Nov 13-Dec 1)

Old Testament
Prophets
(Dec 4-20)

>>>>>

Important Announcements
• Consider donating your Air Miles to Clearwater College.
We can use them for ministry and mission travels both
in North America and abroad. Contact the office for
more details.

Intro to
Media Arts
(Nov 6-15)

November

CHRISTMAS BREAK (Dec 21-Jan 7)

3
Years

Communications
(Oct 2-13)

CLEARWATER CAMPUS EXPERIENCE (Oct 27-29)

rd

Spiritual
Disciplines
Part 2
(Sep 25-27)

SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS (Sep 28-29)

2nd
Years

REGISTRATION, ORIENTATION, OUTING (Sep 5-8)

1st
Years

Music Theory
Intensive
(Sep 18-22)

October

>>>>>

Support Clearwater College
While You Shop!

C

learwater College is now a participant in the Amazon
Associates Program, an affiliate advertising program
designed to provide a means for websites to earn referral
fees by advertising and linking to Amazon.ca. When you
link to Amazon through any of the Amazon buttons posted
on either of our sites and make a purchase, we will receive
a small referral fee from your purchase without any additional cost to you. In fact, any purchase you make after
linking, even if the item is not advertised on our website,
will result in a referral fee beginning at 4% and increasing
to 8% as more purchases are made by our constituents.
Since we first announced this in our last newsletter,
several people have made purchases on Amazon after
linking through our site and we have received referral fees
for kitchen utensils and children’s items as well as books. If
you regularly shop at Amazon.ca, linking through one of
our sites is a great way that you can support the College
financially with little additional effort and at no extra expense. Please consider this valuable opportunity and redirect your Amazon purchases through either of our sites.

www.clearwatercollege.com
www.clearwater-online.com
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Focus on Alumni (continued from page 2)
continues to work with this program as
well as supporting many other ministries within the church.
My main focus became youth outreach seeing many unchurched
Teens come out to the Youth night
we held each week (about 85% are
non-churched). This happened
through friends bringing friends as
well as kids coming up from our
KidzKlub program. Kids I work with
at club can’t wait to join the “older
kids” (teens) once they move into
grade 7. I have seen a couple hundred teens come through the doors
here and have had many give their
lives to the Lord. I have also seen
many go to Bible College, including
Living Faith, and move on into ministry in their local church where
they live now.
In addition to her involvements
with children and youth outreach,
Shannon shares the preaching schedule with the Senior Pastor and teaches teen Sunday School classes.
Outside the local church, Shannon
has been a member of the local ministerial, serving as Secretary as well as
coordinator for several communitywide Good Friday services, even
speaking one year.
Shannon worked for several years
as an Educational Assistant at the
local Junior High School in Camrose.
She was also the Christian Education
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Co-coordinator for the Camrose Ministerial Association, working with the
School Division to provide a Christianbased class for Grade 5 students. As
coordinator, Shannon was responsible for preparing a “pre-set curriculum” and arranging for pastors to go
to each school’s grade 5 classrooms
and teach. “Sadly, one year after I
resigned this position, it was cut from
the schoolboard.”

Camrose Community Church where Shannon
serves as Youth Pastor/Associate Pastor

Shannon served as Director of
Teen Camps for five years, has been
involved in joint youth events, and has
been part of organizing and leading
missions trips. In the past she served
on the Board of Habitat for Humanity
and she now sits on the Executive
Council of the Camrose Ministerial
Association. She has also been serving on the Board of Clearwater College since 2015.
Shannon knows first-hand the joys
and the challenges of being in bivocational ministry.
For many years I worked part time
and full time while also being full
time in ministry here in Camrose. I
was able to work as an Educational

assistant in a Junior High School.
This was a joy because I was able
to connect with teens in the community I may not have ever met
any other way.
But this privilege also had its challenges.
I was not allowed to speak about
God AT ALL in the school. Only if
a student asked me something
about it. Second, I found it physically hard to “do it all”. And felt I
sometimes shorted my Youth
Group as a fully connected leader
who could spend time with them
outside youth night.
Shannon lives in Camrose, Alberta
as an “Unclaimed Treasure” (single to
this date), where she shares a small
house with a cat, two small dogs and
a gold fish. “I would like to meet a
Godly man with like vision and get
married,” she shares.
In the meantime, Shannon is always learning and growing in God.
Her life is filled with blessings as she
enjoys friendships, live theatre, movies, painting, and “rowdy board games
with crazy people who laugh so hard
that their beverage squirts out their
nose.” She loves ...
hanging out with folks just to chat
and getting together with gals who
like to worship and pray together.
Time on my back deck in the morning with “Papa” and coffee when
the weather permits. Just feeling
the sun on my face…Life is rich
and I am blessed!

Upcoming Events
Sep 1-4
Sep 4
Sep 5
Sep 6-8
Sep 11
Sep 30
Oct 9
Oct 27-29
Dec 21

LABOR DAY WEEKEND
College Kickoff
College Registration Day
College Orientation & Fall Outing
Classes Begin
Annual General Meeting of LFEA
CANADIAN THANKSGIVING
Clearwater College Campus Experience
CHRISTMAS BREAK

