Volume 52, Issue 3

November 2017

Learning from Luther

I

mportant mile-markers in life
are good times for reflection:
for taking a pause and looking
back at the past, examining the present, and considering the future. This
principle is equally pertinent related to
the life of the Church, and as we have
just celebrated half a millennium since
the start of the Protestant Reformation, this is an excellent occasion to
stop and assess the significance of the
Reformation, then and now.
Self-evidently, the importance of
any event is usually not totally perceived in its own temporal setting, but
rather in the subsequent years related
to its on-going impact on a culture or a
movement. The Reformation, now 500
years old, is an excellent example of
this principle: what happened in 1517
has continued to shape and reshape
Christianity ever since; not only the
diverse spectrum of what has become
modern Protestantism, but also, ironically, to significantly alter Catholicism
as well.
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There are several important components related to the on-going importance of the Reformation, focusing
on the return to a biblical basis in the
Church’s teaching and practice. In his
life-time, Luther paved the way for a
restoration of biblical preaching, true
Christian doctrine, and New Testament church order and practice. His
bringing back the centrality of the Bible, the restoration of the doctrine of
justification by faith, the priesthood of
all believers and other central tenets,
as well as a re-establishment of biblical doctrine and practice related to the
Lord’s Supper were cataclysmic
changes brought to a church that had
resisted reform for centuries.
And equally significant for the history of the Church, Luther’s reestablishing of the biblical concept of
“calling” has impacted Christianity right
down to today. The medieval church’s
view that only the clerical offices of
priests, monks and nuns were of any
real significance to God, was over-

turned by the proclamation that every
vocation, calling and station in life was
God ordained and should be fulfilled to
His glory. This, coupled with the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers,
gave every individual Christian a
sense of high calling and purpose in
every endeavor of life.
(continued on page 2)

The Holy Spirit is Moving in Nagaland

T

hrough weekly phone conversations with Rev. Motsuo
Ngullie, we hear of God’s
continued blessing on their revival
meetings in Wokha, Nagaland and on
their outreach ministry to neighboring
villages and provinces in northeast
India. As the Lord continues to pour
out His Spirit with gifts, signs, and
wonders, people are coming to Christ
and miraculous healings are a
frequent occurrence. One notable
miracle was the healing of a crippled
person who began to walk after being
wheel chair bound for three years.
The young people coming to
Christ are hungry for God’s Word and

a number of them are drawn to attend
our sister school, Clearwater College
Nagaland. Now in its third year, the
college continues to broaden its
programs, and teams of students use
their gifts of music to reach out to
churches and communities throughout
their region.
Pastor Paul and Lynn Reich,
together with Pastor Cliff and Donna
Stalwick, have been invited to return to
Nagaland in February 2018 to preach
at revival meetings, train leaders, and
teach in the College. In addition,
speaking at daily chapels in the K to
(continued on page 3)
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Learning from Luther (continued from page 1)
God used Luther to begin the process of restoring the
Church back to conformity to the Word of God, but then
and now, any godly movement (and any valid ministry!) is
accompanied by great struggles and opposition. In Luther’s case, the medieval church attempted all of the following to silence him: first veiled threats, then promises of
advancement (!), then a series of debates intended to
make him look stupid, and finally threats of excommunication from the church and the death penalty by the state.
After 1521, Martin Luther lived literally under a sentence of
death that could have been invoked at any time.
Fearless in the knowledge that he stood for God, and
that God stood with him, Luther faced down both pope and
emperor. He spent his entire life standing publicly for the
principles of scripture alone, faith in Christ alone, and salvation by grace alone. By the end of his life in 1546, all of
Europe had been impacted by the Reformation, and the
process is still continuing in the churches of today.
But there is also a sub-title to Martin Luther’s part in
the Reformation story; namely that one person can change
the course and direction of Church history for the better.
Luther stands for all time as an exemplar of one dedicated
believer totally committed to the truth of God’s Word, and
who was willing to risk everything to fulfill the call of Christ
on his life.
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This enduring example is where a major voice from the
history of the Church still speaks to us. Before he started
the reform movement that changed Christianity forever, he
was an unknown professor at an obscure university in a
backwater part of Europe. Because he was willing to commit to the unfathomable task of reforming the Church from
abuses of over 1,000 years, God used him far beyond anything he could have imagined. The result, as they say, is
history. But for him, (and with every valid Christian ministry), there was a high price tag, and tremendous opposition
both humanly and spiritually speaking. Luther stands as a
model of one who counted the cost, but was willing to pay
it to see the gospel restored in accordance with the New
Testament.
The Legacy of Luther:
The Issue of On-going Reformation(s)
In the plethora of opinions related to the Reformation,
the diversity is simply mind-boggling, but to this author, a
few concepts from the myriads expressed may have enduring value. One is the question of whether or not the Reformation succeeded or failed. This, of course, depends a
great deal on one’s idea of what would constitute either of
these concepts. My response is neither one nor the other,
but rather, that the Reformation is not finished yet: God is
still reforming His Church, and what He began in the 16th
century He is continuing in the 21st.
This professor’s central contention is that there is still
much to be done in bringing the Church (in all of its diverse
parts!) back into line with the entire New Testament template. And virtually self-evidently, one of the major issues
still needing to be reformed is the ability of the various
parts of the Church to function together: literally thousands
of churches and para-church ministries can hardly be what
Jesus had in mind in His high priestly prayer for unity of His
followers.
And the bottom line is this: despite our fond hopes for
an immediacy of Jesus’ return, most of us in our more honest and self-reflective moments, will have to admit that the
Lord is not done “reforming” us, and is not finished conforming us to His image. We must thus admit on a personal
as well as on an ecclesiastical level, that the Reformation
is not finished yet but is a work in progress. May we have
the transparency before the Lord to recognize that each
one of us, and every one of our churches is still in need of
our divine Reformer.
Dr. Peter Engle, the Dean of Education at
Clearwater College, did his Ph.D. in Reformation and Post-Reformation studies at
Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia. He
has taught extensively on Reformation
theology, including recent venues related
to the 500th anniversary of the beginning
of the Reformation. His long awaited theology book is due out in early 2018.

Spring Course Schedule

Holy Spirit in Nagaland (continued from page 1)
12 school and at services in neighboring villages will keep
them very busy during their two weeks in India.
One highlight of their upcoming trip will be attending
the wedding of Motsuo’s daughter, Rosemary, to
Mhademo, the Director of the college. Their wedding was
purposely scheduled to coincide with the coming of the
Stalwicks and Reichs so they could participate In this very
special occasion.
These returning trips to Nagaland have been very
fruitful as they allow opportunity to build on foundations laid
in previous visits. Trusting relationships have been
established, leaders have been equipped, a college has
been founded, students have been taught, and many have
come to Christ. Each trip presents incredible opportunities
for God to touch lives and to expand the impact of the
cooperative ministry that has developed over nearly 20
years of trips to Nagaland by the Stalwicks and Reichs.
Departure for these two couples is scheduled for
February 20th and their return is scheduled for March 10th.
Their trip will cost about $3,500 per person ($7,000 per
couple) to cover flights, visas, and all expenses while in
India. In addition to these costs, we have received a
request to provide $1,500 worth of needed college
equipment, including an acoustic-electric bass guitar for
their student ministry teams.
With a total cost of $15,500 for this ministry trip, we are
asking that you prayerfully consider a generous donation to
help cover these sizable costs. Simply earmark your
donation for “Nagaland Mission Trip.” You may also
indicate if you wish to give toward “Needed College
Equipment.” Thank you for your prayers and support!

I

n March 2018, the student body of Clearwater
College will be taking to the road to visit churches,
youth groups, Christian schools and a variety of
other venues throughout western Canada and the
northwest U.S.A. Each team will be presenting a faithbuilding program of worship, drama, testimony, song, and
God’s Word that we are calling “Fight the Good Fight.”
Many believers today are facing personal battles against
discouragement, anxiety, family conflict, temptation, secret
sins, financial stress, and the growing pressures of an
increasingly godless society. The over-arching message of
the program will inspire believers to place their trust in the
Lord, put on His armor, stand in His victory, and FIGHT in
His strength (Ephesians 6:10).
Please keep our teams in your prayers for their
preparation and ministry effectiveness on this upcoming
ministry tour. Should you want a team to come to your
church, please contact the office ASAP so we can consider
including you in our plans.
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YOUTH LEADER RETREAT
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MARCH 2-4, 2018
COST: FREE-WILL
SPEAKER: PASTOR PAUL DYCK
REGISTER: 403-722-2225 or
1-800-838-2975 or
CLEARWATERCOLLEGE.COM/EVENTS

Save these Dates in 2018
for Family Camp!
July 4-8: Living Faith Family Camp
held on the Clearwater College
campus
Aug. 3-6: FCA Family Camp held on the
Clearwater College campus
Aug. 4-9: Mjorud Family Bible Camp held
at Glacier Bible Camp in
Hungry Horse, Montana

DETAILS COMING SOON!
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Look for Clearwater College and
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Merry Christmas from the Staff of Clearwater College
Support Clearwater College While You Shop!

C

learwater College is now a
participant in the Amazon
Associates Program, an
affiliate advertising program designed
to provide a means for websites to
earn referral fees by advertising and
linking to Amazon.ca. When you link
to Amazon through any of the Amazon buttons posted on either of our
sites and make a purchase, we will
receive a small referral fee from your
purchase without any additional cost
to you. In fact, any purchase you
make after linking, even if the item is
not advertised on our website, will
result in a referral fee beginning at 4%
and increasing to 8% as more purchases are made by our constituents.

Since we first announced this, we
have received referral fees for a wide
variety of items including kitchen utensils, children’s items, and electronics
as well as books. If you regularly shop
at Amazon.ca, linking through one of
our sites is a great way that you can
support the College financially with
little additional effort and at no extra
expense. Please consider this valuable opportunity and redirect your Amazon purchases through either of our
sites.

www.clearwatercollege.com
www.clearwater-online.com

Upcoming Events
Jan
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Apr.
Apr.
May

8
17
19
2-4
14-26
27-Apr. 1
30
1
20-22
4

Registration Day
Annual Gala in Red Deer
FAMILY DAY
Regenerate Youth Leader Retreat
Ministry Tour
Reading Week
GOOD FRIDAY
EASTER
Clearwater Youth Encounter
Grad Banquet & Ceremonies

