
Clearwater Current  1 

 

August 2020 

M y first exposure to 
Clearwater College 

was around the early to 
mid 1990s. I was a teen-
ager and our church, 
Shalom Family Worship 
Centre, in Steinbach, 
Manitoba, hosted a Living 
Faith Bible College tour 
team. I recall very little 
from that evening, but it 
was shortly thereafter 
that LFBC students Tim 
& Helene Clarke came to 
our church to complete 
their internship, and sub-
sequently took over the youth ministry for a few years. 
Over the next few years, they brought us out to LYFE 
youth encounters at the College, my first one being the 
spring of 1996. What an awesome experience that was! My 
team won the Saturday Afternoon Olympics! I think I still 
have the certificate and the wristband somewhere. For the 
next few years, whether it was with my church or just with a 

few friends, I attended many LYFE retreats, both in the fall 
and spring. And in my mind, the Bible College students 
were probably the coolest people alive. They loved the 
Lord, they were so talented, and they were really friendly. 

 
Having been born into a Christian home, I was regularly 

exposed to the things of the Lord, and I recall committing 
my life to Christ in prayer with my mom at a very young 
age. As I grew, so did my maturity in the Lord. It was during 
my teen years in particular where my faith in the Lord grew 
much deeper. Not that I was without my share of shortcom-
ings, but my heart grew to earnestly desire the things of 
God and I was baptized. I lived for all things related to our 
youth group, so I was really excited to be invited to continue 
to participate as a youth sponsor after I graduated from high 
school. 

 
That first year after high school, our youth group attended 

a convention in Winnipeg where I clearly sensed the Lord 
directing me to prepare for ministry. I immediately made 
preparations to attend Bible College, and although LFBC 
was my first choice, I was unable to attend until my second 
year of studies. My first year of Bible College was at Stein-
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Gene & Marla Enns 

D uring these 
days of the 

Covid-19 pan-
demic, the world 
around us has 
experienced tran-
sition in some 
extremely trau-
matic ways. On 
January first of 
this year, little did 
we know what the 
year 2020 would 
hold for us. This has been a year of 
transition for Clearwater College as 
well; including the cancellation of clas-

Transition at Clearwater College 

ses on campus, going to an online 
format of courses in order to complete 
the 2019-2020 school year, and culmi-
nating with a Graduation ceremony via 
Zoom. 

 

Although I was not able to attend 
due to transitions taking place in our 
personal lives, the Board of Clearwa-
ter College was able to hold their 
yearly June retreat on campus while 
maintaining the social distancing as 
per the Covid restrictions. One of the 
key themes that emerged from this 
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bach Bible College, which was a very positive experience. 
But that spring, my pastor took me out for lunch with Pas-
tor Stalwick, who was leading the tour team to Steinbach 
that year, and we collectively determined we would trust 
the Lord to make it work to attend LFBC the next year. 

 
Transferring into my second year at LFBC was life-

changing. It took a few weeks to get used to being so far 
from home for such a long period of time, but the experi-
ence of dorm life (which I hadn’t had in my first year) and 
overall community life, along with the classes and practical 
experiences, was exactly what I needed. It wasn’t always 
easy though. I remember just about backing out the first 
time I ever preached, which was at Carrot Creek Christian 
Fellowship on a weekend tour in Fall 2000. I was so nerv-
ous! (Thanks for the last-minute prayers Mark Robinson). 
Looking back, it’s so easy and encouraging to see the 
faithfulness of the Lord through it all. 

 
As third year was wrapping up, I was faced with a bit of a 

dilemma. My Pastor in Steinbach, David Reimer, was al-
ways so encouraging and had always indicated that when 
internship time arrived, I had an open door there. And yet, 
as third year progressed, the idea of doing my internship at 
LFBC unexpectedly entered my thoughts. I asked the Aca-
demic Dean at the time, Pastor Rob Guthrie, if the college 
would even be open to that. I was surprised when he came 
back with an affirmative response.  

 
The decision to do my internship at LFBC began a new 

season of my involvement with the ministry. That first sum-
mer I spent working on maintenance and leading the youth 
at summer camps. The school year involved extensive 
LYFE involvement, functioning as the Dean of Men, lead-
ing tour teams, and even teaching some courses. I loved it 
and the Lord continued to build in me His character and 
His equipping. 

 
The recently installed new President at the time, Pastor 

Dan Pope, invited me to stay on staff for one more year 
after that. This was really fortunate because that’s the year 
my wife-to-be, Marla Blair, and I developed our mutual in-
terest in each other. 

 
In 2004, I moved back to Steinbach and became the 

youth pastor of my home church for the next two years, 
and was involved in a number of other areas of ministry as 

well, while I pursued some part-time studies at Providence 
Theological Seminary. That was also when I was officially 
licensed as a minister with the FCA with Dr. John Lucas 
present for the ceremony. In the meantime, Marla was 
heavily involved in the development and leadership of the 
Pathfinder program at LFBC that was run by Doug Gordon. 

 
Marla and I were married in 2006 (Pastor Paul Reich 

officiated), and after living in Manitoba for 8 months, we 
were invited back on staff at LFBC by then interim presi-
dent Bob Klepel. We arrived in the spring of 2007 and took 
over the leadership of the Teen Impact Missions youth mis-
sions program, and within a few months I moved in the role 
of Office Manager. Later that Fall, Pastor Paul Reich 
stepped in to fill the position of President, and I had the 
great privilege of working with him for nearly eight years, 
serving as his Vice President for three of those. 

 
In 2015, The Lord led us back to Manitoba with our five 

young kids. We settled in a small town called Otterburne 
with a heart to be a blessing to our neighbours, and we 
quickly grew to love the community. We started somewhat 
of a home church group with some neighbours who sought 
to know the Lord deeper, and our yard became what 
seemed like the central location for neighbourhood kids. 
What an enriching and meaningful five years that was. 

 
During these years, a number of other significant events 

took place: I completed a Bachelor of Commerce Degree 
through Athabasca University, I had the privilege of joining 
the Elder Board of the FCA, and we welcomed our sixth 
child. We also had the opportunity to connect with the Salt 
& Light family of churches through Calvary Church in 
Steinbach (former LFBC adjunct teacher Pastor Duane 
Harder is part of the Salt & Light family). What an incredi-
ble blessing it was for the Lord to lead us into fellowship 
with this group of believers. Being part of such a beautiful 
fellowship makes leaving really difficult. 

 
When the Living Faith / Clearwater College Board ap-

proached me early in 2019 about the possibility of taking 
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Fall 2020 Course Schedule 

gelists, pastors and teacher, who are given by Christ to 
equip the saints for the work of the ministry. Moving for-
ward, we are looking at how can we effectively equip by 
bringing in and raising up the various offices of ministry. 

 
We live in a country that desperately needs Jesus. We 

live in a world that desperately needs Jesus. And we are 
called to pray to the Lord of the harvest for labourers. As 
we pray, He also sends some of them to us to be equipped. 
So as we continue to provide excellent programming, top-
notch teaching, and amazing experiences, we know without 
a doubt that if we are not effectively equipping our students 
for life and ministry, we may as well shut the doors. Certifi-
cates, diplomas, and degrees matter and we celebrate 
them, but without effective equipping for life and ministry, 
they are actually just pieces of paper. 

 
So we seek His kingdom and His righteousness! We say 

“your kingdom come, your will be done” and for at least 
another 50 years, we at Clearwater look forward to continu-
ing to be part of God’s mandate: Equipping for Life and 
Ministry. 

 
Gene Enns 
President Elect 

the role of President at the College, we were a bit sur-
prised. But as we sought the Lord and spoke with spiritual 
mentors, friends, and family, we really felt the Lord was 
leading us this way. 

 
During this time, I asked the Lord about the future of the 

ministry, and what kept resonating in my spirit was the 
mandate: Equipping for Life and Ministry. The Lord left in-
structions to the church to make disciples of all the nations 
and this is simply another way of saying that the College 
follows that mandate. I meditated on that statement and on 
the Matthew 28 passage about going, baptizing, and teach-
ing, and I asked the Lord what it would looks like for us to 
effectively equip for life and ministry. 

 
I had experienced effective equipping as a student, and I 

know many others have as well. But from the perspective 
of leading as President, I had a need to know how the Lord 
was leading us to continue on that path. He led me to Acts 
2:42, where we read that “they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.” (NIV). In light of that passage, I have 
become convinced that if our students have been shown 
what it means and given opportunity to devote themselves 
to these things, they have a been given a great opportunity 
to be equipped for life. 

 
In terms of equipping for ministry, there is our ministry to 

God (worship), our ministry to the church (discipleship) and 
our ministry to the world (outreach). These have always 
played a part in the equipping of the saints here at Clear-
water, but again I sought the Lord in what that looks like 
moving forward. There is much to share here, but one thing 
I will highlight. Ephesians 4 gives us as close to a formula 
as we can find when it comes to equipping for ministry. 
Verse 11 highlights the offices of apostles, prophets, evan-

President Elect 

Gene Enns 

 with  

President Emeritus 

Paul Reich 
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Upcoming Events 
Aug  30  College Kickoff  

Aug  31  College Registration Day  

Sep    1 - 2  College Orientation 

Sep    3 Classes Begin 

Sep    4 Fall Outing  

Sep    4 - 7  LABOUR DAY WEEKEND  

Sep  25 - 27 Spiritual Emphasis Days  

Oct   3  Annual General Meeting of LFEA 

Oct   3 Installation of new President  

Oct  12 CANADIAN THANKSGIVING  

Oct   25-27  Clearwater College Campus Experience  

Dec   19 CHRISTMAS BREAK  

President  
Installation Service 

Recognition of Paul Reich’s 41 years of  
service at Living Faith and installation of  

Gene Enns as the new President of  
Clearwater College will take place on 

 

October 3 at 3:30 P.M. 
 

Refreshments to follow 
Please RSVP to help with our preparations 

1-800-838-2975 
office@clearwatercollege.com 

 

out into the next leg of the journey God’s Holy Spirit has for 
the College. As the transition comes to fruition, we look 
forward to working together with you and supporting you 
with prayer. We pray that God will give you wisdom and 
insight as you with a united staff and Board make ready to 
sail. 

 

A celebratory service recognizing emeritus President 
Paul Reich and installing President Gene Enns will be held 
after the Annual General Meeting on October 3, 2020 at 
3:30 P.M.  Following the service, there will be refreshments 
and a time for fellowship.  Covid restrictions will be in place 
for this event. You are invited to join with us as we com-
mence on this new venture at Clearwater College of Bibli-
cal Studies. 

 

On Behalf of the Board 
Darrell Dalby 
Chair 

time of seeking the Lord as a Board was this verse from 
Isaiah 43:19 that the Word of God states “See, I am doing 
a new thing! Now it springs up do you not perceive it?” 

 

As previously shared in past Clearwater Currents, one of 
the “New Things” that God is doing is the transition of the 
Presidency of the College. On July 4th, Gene and Marla 
Enns arrived on campus with their six children in order to 
settle in and continue the transition process of “passing the 
reins of presidency” from Pastor Paul Reich to Gene. This 
transition will continue throughout the summer months and 
the start of the 2020-2021 school year with full transition of 
power culminating with an installation  service of Gene 
Enns in October. 

 

As this transition transpires, this will mean saying fare-
well to Paul and Lynn Reich. One is lost for words to fully 
express the gratitude that the Board has for their faithful 
service over the past thirteen years that Paul has been the 
President of the College. Unlike the transitioning process 
that is taking place between Paul and Gene, Paul became 
President while the College was going through some 
“rough waters”. Due to his perseverance and heart for the 
Lord and the College, Paul was able to navigate through 
the storm and be used of God to steer the College to safe 
harbour. 

 

Paul and Lynn, we as a Board want you to know that you 
are greatly appreciated and we are praying that the Lord 
will empower and mightily use you as you walk through the 
open doors that He sets before you. “May the blessing of 
the Lord be upon you, we bless you in the Name of the 
Lord.” “Jesus and His angels be with you always!” 

 

With that being said, we as a Board of directors want to 
welcome Gene, Marla, and their family to campus. Through 
the leadership of the new President, Gene Enns, we as a 
Board believe that Clearwater College is ready to launch 

Transition at Clearwater College 
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