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“Y 
ou’re going to 
be a pastor 
someday…” 

Those were the words my 
grandfather spoke into my 
life as a teenager, but 
they were words I quickly 
rejected. I was going to 
be a farmer like him and 
my dad—after all, who 
would take over the farm 
if I didn’t? Besides, I did-
n’t want to leave home to 
go to school… or, rather, I 
was too afraid to leave. 
 
I had grown up North of Amisk, AB on a small farm. I was 
the third of four kids that grew up in a broken home follow-
ing my parent’s divorce when I was eight. I was shy and 
insecure being the smallest kid in my grade, plus I was 
battling a fear—a fear of sickness. For years I lived in fear 
of getting the stomach flu and being ill to the point that I 
would avoid going away from home to summer camp or 
getting on airplanes for fear of air-sickness. It also meant 

being afraid to go to Living Faith Bible College (now Clear-
water College). However, I loaded up my little Honda and 
made my way to Caroline, AB for the start of a new adven-
ture.  
 
It didn’t take long to feel connected. Firstly, the school had 
sent tour teams through our church for a few years, and 
secondly, I had attended several youth retreats at LFBC. It 
also didn’t take long to learn that this really good Christian 
kid that had attended church all his life really didn’t know as 
much as he thought about faith in Jesus. But God was gra-
cious to help me… and not just in my studies! One week, 
we had a visiting teacher/minister, Anita Pearce, come to 
the school. That Wednesday night service was powerful 
and as I sat and watched people being ministered to, she 
had a word of knowledge that someone there had been in a 
car accident when they were 4-6 years old and was strug-
gling with fear ever since. That was me! I’d never made the 
connection from that accident to my fear, but God knew. 
 
One year at LFBC turned to four. I met my wife there (as 
many college students do). Tammy also had an extended 
connection to the college. She recalls, “Living Faith Bible 
College was a second home to me growing up as my 
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Pastor Paul & Tammy Israelson 

A 
s one called to the teaching 
ministry from the time of my 
conversation to Christ, and as 

the present Dean of Education and 
professor at Clearwater College, my 
entire ministry career has focused on 
issues relating to Christian education. 
In fact, I have devoted an entire chap-
ter to the topic in my theology book, 
Patterns of Redemption, detailing not 
only the issues, but also the remedies 
which will need to be applied in con-
temporary Christianity. As a prologue, 
it does not take major discernment to 

Concerning Christian Education: 
Looking back, looking ahead in the 21st Century 

see that the Church is under attack in 
virtually every arena in our culture, 
and that for it to be strengthened and 
enabled to fulfill its calling, virtually 
every Christian endeavor will need  a 
major “refit”, not only to survive, but to 
thrive and prosper in our challenging 
times. 
 
The basic pitch for Christian education 
both for now and the foreseeable fu-
ture, is for us to “get beyond the ba-
sics” of thinking that we can live on a 
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grandparents, Allen and Esther Down, lived on campus.  I 
would attend youth retreats and visit them in the summer.  
I was filled with the Spirit when I was 12 at LFBC but didn’t 
receive the gift of tongues until one Wednesday night ser-
vice in my first year.  I also learned so much from the 
teachers and staff—biblical knowledge and skills, leading 
worship, testifying about God, sharing from God’s word 
and believing in faith for miracles and His provision. Now, 
many years later, I see that God has been so faithful to our 
family and I look forward to His plan for all of us.”   

 
After graduating, I interned and 
then worked part-time for two 
years in Wainwright, AB 
(Wainwright Pentecostal Assem-
bly) before moving to Caronport, 
SK to take a Masters in Christian 
Ministry (worship emphasis) at 
Briercrest Seminary. That move 
was memorable as Tammy was 
eight months pregnant with our 
firstborn when we loaded up a 
borrowed cattle trailer that 
served as our moving van.  

 
In 2002, we officially landed in the PAOC (Pentecostal As-
semblies of Canada) in Saskatchewan where I was first 
credentialed and served as Assistant Pastor at Avonhurst 
Pentecostal Church in Regina, SK. It was during that time 
that we added three more kids to our lives before taking on 
my first lead pastor role at Family Community Church in 
Swift Current, SK. Most recently, I have been elected as 
the new District Superintendent for the PAOC SK District 
giving oversight to and serving our approximately 60 
churches.  
 
People say, “Time flies when you’re having fun!” which 
must mean we’ve had a lot of fun in ministry since graduat-
ing from LFBC twenty-one years ago. Our oldest son, No-
ah (18) has just finished his first year at Horizon College 
(Saskatoon), and our other three—Charis (16), Matthew 
(14), and Janae (12) are all well and working their way 
through their middle school and high school years.  
 
We’ve been blessed to pastor in good churches and jour-
ney with people through the ups and downs of life. There 
are times when ministry has been wonderful (you lead 
someone to faith in Jesus; you see an answer to prayer; 
you find yourself at the right place and time to connect with 
someone in need), but there are also seasons of challenge 
and discouragement (times of loneliness; moments where 
you question your call and effectiveness; sadness when 
people don’t respond to the Lord’s call).  
 
There was a time of my ministry where I felt I was nothing 
but a failure. We’d seen a core family move away that were 
both friends and servants in the church, leaving us feeling 
lonely and discouraged. I remember venting to God in 
prayer quite loudly in the sanctuary saying, “God, you bet-
ter have someone phone me today, because I’m not going 

Paul Israelson’s  

MA Grad 

to call someone and tell them how badly I think my ministry 
is going. Hours later, the phone rang and a lady from the 
PAOC International Office was calling (as she periodically 
did) and see how I was. Immediately I put on the mask 
saying, “Yes, ministry is going okay, I think… got lots on 
the go…” Well, she called my bluff, saying, “If you don’t 
mind me saying, it doesn’t sound like everything is okay.” I 
decided to open up and share my discouragement and she 
provided encouragement, tools and resources in a time of 
need. The really neat thing here is that I wasn’t even on 
her phone list that day as she was supposed to call 
churches in BC. Plus, I wasn’t supposed to be in the office 
that day, but I chose to go in. God knows what we need! 
 
It was about a year or two ago that our previous DS said 
something I wish I had heard earlier on in my ministry: “A 
good pastor does not just pastor their church, they pastor 
their community.” This became real for me the day my wife 
was hospitalized with a ruptured appendix. During one of 
our visits, I left the hospital to go find supper and saw a 
lady we’d invited to church events before in the hospital 
parking lot looking quite upset. I went over and, as we 
talked, she shared that her dad was dying after suffering a 
massive heart attack. I offered to visit with the family and 
pray with them, which was gladly accepted. After he 
passed, I was asked to do the funeral (after all, I was now 
their pastor—and likely the only pastor they knew) which 
gave me an opportunity to share Christ with their family 
and friends. A good pastor does not just pastor their 
church, they pastor their community! 
 
 

From one scared kid on a farm to pastoring other pastors 
across Saskatchewan (and perhaps a bit scared still at the 
enormity of the call), God has been faithful. I appreciate 
and treasure deeply my years at LFBC and the connec-
tions that were made. I have often said to people that 
though some schools may have fancier degrees and pro-
grams that equip for specialty skills, LFBC was instrumen-
tal in equipping my heart to be right with God and usable 
for his Kingdom. 
 

Paul Israelson 
District Superintendent, PAOC SK District 

Scared Kid to Superintendent 
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The church Paul and Tammy pastored in Swift Current, SK. 
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Fall 2019 Course Schedule 

for the churches to become the focus and center of 
Christian learning for all age grades, it is now.   
 
In consideration of the idea of sending specific individu-
als who have a call to ministry off to Bible colleges or 
seminaries, almost all would agree with the need for 
this, but with some important qualifications.   
 
First, there must be a demonstrated call of God on the 
person’s life. Second, such persons must show first that 
they are already committed to the ministry by their in-
volvement in the local church.  And third, there should 
be on-going communication, oversight, and accountabil-
ity to the local church while the person is off being fur-
ther trained for his or her ministry. And please, can we 
stop naively sending them to secular universities think-
ing that they will come back unscathed: why are we 
sending our Christian young people to places at great 
expense where their faith will be attacked and under-
mined? 
 
And lastly, we need to have change in our mindset. 
Most of this present generation are confessing Chris-
tians but practicing millennials! There is a dominant op-
posing world-view and world spirit in every generation of 
the Church, but to be in the world but 
not of it, we will need a lot more 
teaching, training and mentoring to 
be able to present Christ to a polite, 
tolerant, open, but very lost genera-
tion. And remember, we will have 
little to say to them if when they 
come, we can not give them solid 
Christian answers. 
    
    

once a week diet of a short Sunday sermon!  Additionally, 
we need to move beyond the idea that the pastor can do it 
all: he can’t, and scripturally was never intended to. Every 
member of Christ’s body is intended to be a functional part 
(Eph. 4:15-16); therefore, we all have roles in mentoring, 
modeling, discipling and teaching those with whom we 
have influence. There is no New Testament examples or 
roles for perpetual pew-sitters! 
 
The second “get back to” concept is the focus of the home 
being the primary training ground of Christianity, as parents 
step up to the plate in their God-given roles to teach, train, 
and model Jesus in the domestic domain.  The adage that 
“more is caught than taught” is so true, and instead of 
shirking their responsibilities, parents need to embrace 
their call to teach and to disciple (strongly linked to 
“discipline”) in the home. Our home libraries should reflect 
this commitment. 
 
Relating to the Church, there is the strong appearance and 
indications that we have caved in to the culture of conven-
ience.  Gone (for the most part) are Sunday evening ser-
vices, mid-week services, and special events other than 
those sandwiched in on Sunday morning. Not only do we 
have to get back to making the local church more the cen-
tral part of our Christian worlds, but (you know that this is 
true!) we need to get back to having Sunday school for 
every age grade in the churches! 
 
I’m in agreement with the traditional roles of Bible Colleges 
and seminaries, but these should be augmented by training 
and teaching within the local church. Christian education 
needs to be part of a balanced diet, augmenting what is 
preached on Sunday mornings. If ever there was the need 

Dr. Peter Engle 

Dean of  Education  

Concerning Christian Education  
(continued from page 1) 



   4  Clearwater Current 

 

CLEARWATER CURRENT  
 

is a publication of  

Living Faith Evangelistic Association 
 

Box 100 

Caroline, AB 

T0M 0M0 

(403) 722-2225 

Look for Clearwater College and 

Living Faith on FACEBOOK 

Upcoming Events 
Aug  30–Sep 2  LABOR DAY WEEKEND  

Sep    2  College Kickoff  

Sep    3  College Registration Day  

Sep    4-6  College Orientation & Fall Outing  

Sep    9 Classes Begin 

Sep  25-27 Spiritual Emphasis Days  

Oct   5  Annual General Meeting of LFEA  

Oct  14 CANADIAN THANKSGIVING  

Oct   25-27  Clearwater College Campus Experience  

Dec   19 CHRISTMAS BREAK  

On your wedding:  

Cole Pearse & Carilee Murphy 
Married on June 8, 2019 

& 

Trevor Lublinkhof & Sharlea DeBruyn 
Married on June 14, 2019 

 

In advance:  

David Ellis & Emily Bensch 
To be married on August 17, 2019 

OCTOBER 25-27 
 

Clearwater College invites students in  
grades 9-12 for a weekend of worship,  
Bible classes, food, games, and fun. 

 

COST: FREE! 
 

For more information or to register,  
visit our website  

www.clearwatercollege.com/events  
or phone 1-800-838-2975 

 

COME SEE WHAT OUR COLLEGE  
IS ALL ABOUT! 

Congratulations! 

Facelift on Buildings 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

BEFORE 

IN PROCESS 

Long overdue, last year we began the 
very large job of freshening up the 
tired exteriors of our main campus 
buildings. In previous years we  were 
able to complete smaller projects 
such as a cabin or a campus house,  
but the time had come to focus our 
attention on our three main buildings, 
so we slated to complete one each 
year. In 2018, we were able to repair 
and stain the siding on the gym and 
men’s dorm. This year, 2019, we are 
tackling the largest of the three 
buildings. It houses the library,  
classrooms, and women’s dorm. In 
2020, we will focus our attention on 
the building that houses the chapel, 
dining room, and offices.  
 
Rather than staining all the buildings 
the same color as was common in the 
past, we selected to stain the gym a 
light shade of gray, the classroom/
dorm building an olive green, and the 
chapel/office building a modern taupe  

Gym and Men’s Dorm 

color. We wish to thank the Rocky Co-
op for a generous donation of $1,000 
of stain to help with this year’s project. 
Your kind gifts toward these projects 
will also be gratefully received. 

STILL NEEDED 
 

• $7,000 to pay off the van that was 
purchased in Nagaland for their 
student ministry travels 

• Good condition vans or Suburbans for 
student ministry travel and outings  
here in Canada (8 passenger max) 

• A wood chipper 

• A diesel generator 

• Vacuum cleaners & shop vacs 

• Pressure washers 

• SKILLED VOLUNTEERS! If you are a 
tradesperson and want to use your 
talents for Kingdom work, consider 
blessing us at Clearwater College. 

 

“Gifts in kind” can often be receipted for 
the fair market value of the goods.  


