
 
Course Syllabus 

CMS 357 Homiletics 

 

Instructor: Dennis Traverse BTh, M Min. 

Semester: Fall 2020 

Course Credits:  3 

 

I. Course Description: 

 This upper division course provides an extensive exposure to the various types of 

 preaching: expositional, thematic/topical, narrative, biographical, etc.  Students will 

 practice writing and delivering sermons during in-class and chapel settings.  Evaluation 

 and critique by the professor and fellow students follow each presentation.  Readings 

 relating to historical preachers and their sermons as well as class lectures will provide 

 academic content to this course. 

 

II Course Textbooks: 

 Robinson, Haddon W. Biblical Preaching 3rd Edition. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic.  

  2014. 

 

III. Course Objectives: 

 A. Thinking and Knowing Objectives: 

 It is the object of this course that the student: 

1. Be able to name and describe the major types of sermons. 

2. Be able to list and put into practice the important elements of academic preparation. 

3. Be able to prepare and deliver two sermons. 

4. Develop preaching to reach a variety of audiences. 

5. Learn the basic elements of public speech. 

6. Learn to positively receive and give a critique of one’s sermon. 

7. Learn and employ the basic elements of personal preparation for preaching. 

 

 B. Value Objectives: 

 By the conclusion of this course each student should be able: 

1. To acknowledge the practical benefits of adequate sermon preparation. 

 2. To value the proper balance between anointing and preparation. 

3. To uphold the inestimable benefits of a proper and godly delivery of a sermon. 

4. To realize the value of the several major sermon types and their uses. 

 

C. Skill Building Objectives: 

By the end of this course each student should be able to: 

1. Make sure that we are as prepared as our sermon. 
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2. Learn how to best connect with our audience. 

3. Learn more about preparing/delivering sermons so as to become a more fully equipped 

messenger for the King of Kings. 

4. Be a better servant to the church by being a better preacher. 

5. To clearly communicate the life giving message of the Gospel.  

 

IV. Course Requirements and Grades: 

  

1. Each student will read through the assigned chapters of Haddon Robinson’s book. 

There will be a take-home quiz given after each chapter read. The due dates of the 

quizzes will be handed out in class.      Grade: 20%  

             

2. Each student will prepare and deliver 2 different types of sermons during the block, 

one in front of the class (a 5 minute devotional), and the second in a chapel setting (an 

expository sermon). In both cases the student will submit a copy of their 

sermon/devotional in its entirety to the teacher and fellow students, including sources 

used, outline, and Scriptures. The class and the teacher will critique the delivery of the 

sermon and grade the sermon notes.  A schedule will be handed out the first day of class. 

         Grade: 20% 

 

3. Each student will critique a sermon by Charles Spurgeon from the Library. The 

critique is to be 4 pages in length and will include an analysis of the content and a 

comparison with modern preaching styles. In your critique state why you think the 

preaching style in Spurgeon’s day would or would not be popular in our day, to do this 

you must research the type of sermons that were popular in Spurgeon’s day and the type 

that are popular today. Due Monday October 19th.    

 Grade: 10%   

 

4. There will be a mid-block and final exam based on the lecture material.    

          Grade: 30% 

 

5. On two separate Sundays during the block the student will critique the morning 

message at their church and one other church using the form provided. In addition you 

will write a three page analysis of the sermon including content, type of sermon, and 

delivery style. Due the last day of class. (BTW the word “critique” is not a negative word 

but means “analyse, evaluate”, so try not to be too critical).   

 Grade: 10%  

 

 

 7. The student will read 200 pages from a book in the Library on a different preaching 

 style than Expository. It can be dramatic preaching, topical preaching, etc. A 2 page 

 review of the book will be required. Due on Monday following the completion of the 

 course.         Grade: 10%  
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