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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The goal of this course is to establish the importance of and an understanding of 
the basic principles that govern our interpretation of Scripture.  Time is devoted 
to the inspiration of Scripture, the history of biblical interpretation, and practical 
steps to follow in extracting the grammatical and historical meaning of Scripture. 
We will also examine cases throughout Church history of good interpretation, 
and also some less so. Students are given basic interpretive tools along with a 
biblical framework for making practical applications without violating the 
meaning of the text. 
 
COURSE TEXTBOOKS 
 

(1) Grasping God’s Word: A Hands-on Approach to Reading, Interpreting, 
and Applying the Bible. J. Scott Duvall, and J. Daniel Hays. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
THINKING OBJECTIVES 

1. To learn the basic principles of grammatical-historical interpretation. 
2. To learn in over-view how principles of interpretation have impacted 

theology in the historical church. 
3. To learn the importance of the various genre in correctly understanding 

scripture. 
4. To understand the various contexts and their significance for correct 

interpretation of Bible passages. 
5. To understand the principles of the New Testament writers’ use of the Old 

Testament. 
6. To correctly understand the role of the Holy Spirit in both interpreting the 

scriptures and in illuminating the proper applications. 
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7. To understand how each Bible translation is itself an interpretation of the 
Scriptures. 

8. To grasp the concepts of interpreting obscure passage in light of the 
abundantly clear ones. 

9. To illustrate the fallacies of incorrect biblical hermeneutics. 
 
VALUE OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To esteem the critical role that the Protestant reformers played in re-
establishing solid hermeneutical principles in biblical interpretation. 

2. To esteem the safeguards in biblical interpretation which help keep the 
Church on track in its teaching. 

3. To value the high price paid by exegetes past and present in bringing the 
Church back from erroneous teachings. 

4. To value the heritage that we have in the various Protestant branches of 
the Church. 

5. To esteem contemporary ministers of the gospel who have the courage to 
stand against some of the erroneous current theological trends. 

6. To esteem the passing on from our own generation to the future 
principles and application of solid biblical interpretation. 

 
LIVING AND SERVING OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To commit to training the next generation of students in solid 
hermeneutical principles. 

2. To assist the churches in providing the skills and materials needed to 
properly teach biblical interpretation in this generation. 

3. To serve as individual models of those who use and practice proper 
hermeneutics in their preaching and teaching. 

4. To provide examples in our own pulpit and podium ministries of the 
application of proper interpretive principles. 

5. To seek to provide training venues for the contemporary Church in 
equipping ministers with the proper tools for hermeneutics. 

 
 
COURSE REQUIRMENTS 
 

1. Textbook reading  
Each student shall read the assigned portions of the textbook and account 
for the same on a regular basis. 
Percentage of grade:    10% 
Due date(s):     sequentially weekly 
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2. Critique of major textbook 
Every student shall compose and submit in hard copy a critique of the 
textbook including elements of strengths and weaknesses, as well as the 
impact that the work had on the student. The critique shall be (4) pages 
in length and shall be written according to the standards of the Clearwater 
College Writer’s Guide.  
Percentage of grade:    20% 
Due date:      Monday following 

 
3. Class participation 

It is understood that students learn best in an interactive environment, 
and although personalities differ, it is expected that each student will 
contribute in the course in question/answer formats, personal experience, 
and in seeking clarification of matters presented in the lectures. The 
professor will attempt to make students feel comfortable in this format 
without feeling put on the spot. 
Percentage of grade:    10% 
Due date:        Assessed at course end 
 

4. Mid-block test 
In order not to put too much weight on the course final, there will be a 
mid-block test covering essentially half of the course content. It will be 
objective in nature and will be preceded by a review session in class. 
Percentage of grade:    20% 
Due date:      At the halfway point 
 

5. Paper 
There is a major paper component for this course, stressing the 
application of principles learned in class. The student shall pick from a 
selected list of scriptural passages, and then apply proper interpretive 
techniques to properly exegete the passage in question. It is to be done in 
accordance with the specifics of the Writer’s Guide and shall be (6-7) 
pages in length and shall also include a minimum of (6) sources. 
Percentage of grade:    20% 
Due date:      Monday following 
 

6. Final test 
There will be a final non-comprehensive test covering the content of the 
second portion of the course. 
Percentage of grade:    20% 
Due date:      Last class day 
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COURSE OUTLINE 
 
The following is the essential sequence of lectures that comprise the course 
content. It will essentially follow the textbook, although additional augmentation 
from other sources will be part of the schedule of lecture/interactives 
 
DAY ONE   Introductions. Syllabus. Nature of the course 
DAY TWO   The significance of the topic for all times 
DAY THREE   History of Interpretation: Jewish (plus and minus) 
DAY FOUR   Jesus’ and the apostles’ use of scripture 
DAY FIVE   The early church: Antioch and Alexandria 
DAY SIX   The Medieval church Mid-block exam 
DAY SEVEN   Reformation and post-Reformation gains 
DAY EIGHT   To the present day 
DAY NINE   Issue of context(s) 
DAY TEN   The importance of genre 
DAY ELEVEN   Essential principles of interpretation 
DAY TWELVE   The importance of biblical languages 
DAY THIRTEEN  The significance of Bible translations in hermeneutics 
DAY FOURTEEN  The role of the Holy Spirit: illumination vs. revelation 
DAY FIFTEEN   Applications. Wrap-up(s) Final exam 
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