
 
Course Syllabus 

BST 213 1 & 2 Corinthians 

 

Instructor: Dennis Traverse BTh, M Min. 

Block:  Fall 2020 

Course Credits:  3 

 

I. Course Description: 

 

This course is designed to familiarize the student with Paul’s two letters to the Corinthians. As 

with the study of any books of the Bible we will begin with a general introduction in order to set 

these letters in their cultural and historical context followed by a look at the author, purpose, and 

background of each letter. However as with any exegetical study the main focus will be on a 

verse by verse and subject by subject analysis of the text itself.  These two letters are intensely 

practical dealing with numerous Church and Christian issues and problems such as church 

discipline, living the proper Christian life, the Lord’s Supper, gifts of the Spirit, order in worship, 

etc. 

 

II. Course Textbook: 

 

There is no specific course textbook for this course. 

 

III. Course Objectives: 

  

 A. Spiritual Objectives: 

 It is the object of this course that the student: 

1. Will be able to discern what is truly of the Holy Spirit and what is merely flesh. 

2. Begin, or be encouraged to continue, a lifetime of serious study of the central teachings 

of the Christian faith. 

3. Gain practical instruction from God’s Word concerning living the Christian life. 

 

 B. Intellectual Objectives: 

 By the conclusion of this course each student should be able to: 

1. Gain an appreciation for the exegetical study of Scripture. 

 2. Develop future material for teaching and preaching. 

3. Learn how to examine biblical letters in their cultural context and then learn to make 

proper application to a modern context.  

4. To learn how to use God’s Word to judge the various activities in the church. 
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C. Skill Building Objectives: 

By the end of this course each student should be able to: 

1. Exegete Scripture for the purpose of personal Bible study and preparation for teaching 

and preaching. 

2. To better preach and teach from these important letters. 

3. See themselves in relation to the greater picture of biblical revelation.  

 

D. Volitional Objectives: 

Each student will be encouraged to: 

1. Live what these letters teach in order to bring renewal to their lives and churches. 

2. Take steps of faith to flow in the gifts of the Spirit. 

3. See themselves in view of the overall historical vision of the church as the body of 

Christ. 

4. To be better able to deal with problems that arise in the church and personal lives of 

Christians. 

 

IV. Course Requirements and Grades: 

 

A. Attendance: All students are expected to be in class unless they have a valid reason 

for absence. This reason will be communicated to the teacher before class if possible. See 

the student handbook for detail on absences from class. 

 

 B. Reading, assignments, quizzes, and exams: 

1. Each student will access a commentary from the Library on 1 & 2 Corinthians and read 

250 pages. Design a reading log with columns that includes comments, dates, and pages 

read. This log can be hand written. In addition, complete a critique of the commentary 

which shall be 3 pages long, make sure to put headings in your paper. Commentaries can 

be difficult to read and critique so I want you to focus on 4 main points of doctrine, for 

instance how does the author handle women in ministry, Spiritual Gifts, head coverings, 

the resurrection, etc. 

   Due: Dec 16 Grade: 20% 

 

 2. There will be a Mid-Block exam. Grade: 20% 

 

 3. There will be a Final Exam. Grade: 20% 

 

4. Each student will write a term paper on one of the following topics: 

1. Explain the significance and purpose of the Lord’s Supper, relating the  

instructions of 1 Corinthians 11 to the Old Testament and Jesus’ own example of 

the “last supper” in the gospels. What does communion have to do with covenant 

and how does partaking in this relate to a modern context. Make sure you cover 

the purpose that Paul had in giving this instruction (cultural problems, church 

problems, etc.).  

2. Discuss Paul’s vision and his “thorn” in 2 Corinthians 12:1-10. What can we 

learn about healing from this and how does it help us understand what God’s 
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grace is in relation to suffering? Answer such questions as: 1. Does God always 

heal? (In your answer discuss the “Faith Movement’s” claim that God must heal 

in response to faith). 2. Is it possible for anyone to be taken to the third heaven? 3. 

What do you think the first, second, and third heaven are and any other questions 

you can think of from this sometimes-puzzling passage of Scripture. 

 

All papers must conform to CC Writer’s Guide and be 4 typed pages of content 

minimum. 

Due: December 18   Grade: 20% 

 

5. You will hand in your notes for grading. You will be graded on neatness, 

thoroughness, and organization of these notes.  

Due: Exam day.  Grade 10% 

 

6. As Scripture reading is always profitable the student will read through the two letters 

once. Spread out the reading so that you are reading the letters as we are covering them in 

the class. A reading log will be kept by the student and handed in at the last day of class. 

Marks will be given for consistency in reading i.e. count the number of verses divided by 

the number of days in the Block and read that many verses per day.  

Due: the end of the Block.  Grade: 10% 
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