
 
Course Syllabus 

THS160  Christian Foundations 

 

Instructor: Dennis Traverse B.Th. M.Min. 

Semester: Fall 2020 

Course Credits: 3 

 

I. Course Description: 

This course is a basic introduction to the foundational truths of Christianity. It is designed to give 

students an overview of Christian living, theology, and ecclesiology from an Evangelical / Pentecostal 

perspective. Students will explore the heart of the gospel message, and what that looks like in real life; 

be challenged to develop or reaffirm a solid, Biblical belief system; and explore the purposes, 

ordinances, and leadership of the Church. 

 

II. Course Textbook: 

 

Colson, Charles W. The Faith. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2008. 

 

III. Course Objectives: 

 

KNOWING 

Upon completion of this course, the student shall be able to: 

1. Identify key Scriptures related to the presentation of the basic Gospel message 

2. Identify the importance and purpose of theological study 

3. Discuss basic truths relating to key theological themes 

4. Discuss the importance of the Church and its functions 

5. Identify the Biblical basis and meanings of Church ordinances 

6. Understand, to a greater degree, the role of the Christian and the Church in the world 

 

LIVING 

Upon completion of this course, the student shall be able to: 

1. Develop their Christian lives in accordance with Scripture as ministers of the gospel 

2. Recognize the importance and authority of Church leadership 

3. Participate with greater understanding in baptism and/or communion 

4. Incorporate theological concepts in everyday life 

5. Communicate the basic Christian truths more effectively 

SERVING 

Upon completion of this course, the student shall be able to: 

1. Communicate the Gospel message confidently and clearly 
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2. Edify other believers with the sharing of Biblical truths 

3. Encourage the Church body in their God-given role 

4. Participate in ministry with greater confidence and appreciation for the Church 

5. Submit to spiritual authority in humility and love 

 

IV. Course Requirements and Grades: 

 

 1. Course Notes - 10%  

Each student will keep neat and accurate notes of the class lectures. These notes will be handed 

in at the end of the course for grading.  

   

 2. Assignment on 1 John – 25% 

 Christianity is a faith that is shown by its fruit/works (see James). In 1 John, there are 

 numerous evidences that are listed that proclaim what a Christian looks like, and how 

 he/she lives out his/her faith. 

 Students must read the book of 1 John and write a summary of evidences of Christian 

 faith found throughout the book. It must include the following: 

• A chart that has the reference and a short sentence, in your own words, for each of the 

evidences listed in the book (one page). Please do not lump large portions of Scripture 

together and please list by reference order, not by topic. 

• A summary and further explanation of four major evidences listed (half a page each). 

• A reflection exploring how these affect you personally (half to one page). 

 

 4-6 pages minimum typed      Due: Nov 16th      

 

 3. Textbook Reading & Assignment – 30% 

 Charles Colson wrote a book called The Faith that presents many theological aspects 

 of Christianity in a non-systematic fashion to give fresh perspective. 

 Students are required to read the textbook completely by the assigned due date. Your 

 reading will be recorded in conjunction with the paper. 

 Students are also required to write a response on the textbook The Faith which must 

 include: 

• an explanation of why you think I assigned this book and how it relates to the class 

• your favorite part of the book and why it is your favorite part 

• any points of significant agreement or disagreement with explanation 

• an analysis and interaction with the statement on page 29 that says “Theology has always 

been a public activity” using the phrase in the context it is meant 

• any specific practical application in your own life 

• a note stating how much of the text you read (in pages). Reading is worth 20% of this 

assignment and will also be reflected in the other sections. 

 3-4 pages typed   Due: Nov 16th 

  

 4. Mid-Block exam – 15% 

 

 5. Final Exam – 20%   
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