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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Understanding and applying a standard of absolute truth based on the written Word of 
God and applied in the Holy Spirit is the focus of the first part of this course.  From an 
established foundation of moral, biblical absolute truth the student, in the second 
section of the course, will be exposed to and will be able to grapple with several 
contemporary ethical issues. Selected topics include: gender identity and marriage 
issues, euthanasia, genetic engineering, capital punishment, church and state issues, 
and others. Ministerial ethics will also be highlighted. A final segment dealing with 
current “happening today” ethical issues. A lecture/discussion format will help the 
student to formulate appropriate biblical responses in contemporary culture.  
 
COURSE TEXTBOOKS 
 

(1) Anderson, Kerby. Christian Ethics in Plain Language. Nashville, TN: Nelson, 2005.  
 

(2) The Holy Bible. Any translation in either literal or dynamic equivelant format. 
 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
THINKING OBJECTIVES 

1. To learn where in the scriptures the key passages related to ethics, morality and 
life-style are located. 

2. To understand that ethics are part of one’s world-view, and that all ethical issues 
are reflections of underlying belief and value systems. 

3. To understand the nature and values of the kingdom of God versus the world’s 
value systems. 

4. To learn to discern the underlying spiritual dynamics behind ethical and moral 
issues. 

5. To learn the basic elements of “Christ and culture” dynamics, and how these 
impact our interaction on social issues. 
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6. To understand ethics, morality, values and life-style issues as reflective of either 
Judeo-Christian theism, or a rejection of that framework. 

7. To identify the major underlying assumptions behind contemporary societal 
values. 

8. To discern the spiritual components behind contemporary cultural ethical 
debates. 

9. To understand the differences between the “world” as defined by scripture and 
culture. 

 
VALUE OBJECTIVES 

1. To esteem the ethical and moral heritage of the biblical revelation 
2. To value the stances taken by the church both in history and today related to 

ethical moral issues. 
3. To cherish the biblical portraits of believers who have stood against society 

pressures because of godliness. 
4. To esteem the significant impact that contemporary Christians are making in 

addressing moral and ethical issues in our society. 
5. To value the reality of “thy kingdom come” in applications throughout Christian 

history and in the present day. 
6. To uphold the significance of every believer in being able to impact their culture 

for Christ. 
 
LIVING AND SERVING OBJECTIVES 

1. To commit to living daily as part of the Christian “counter-culture” when 
necessary. 

2. To commit to establishing biblical patterns of ethics and morality in one’s 
personal and church life. 

3. To support the ministries of other believers in the arena of contemporary values 
detente. 

4. To demonstrate in personal daily life the application of Christian morals and 
ethics in the public sphere. 

5. To join with other believers in my local church and in national and international 
endeavors to “stand up” for godliness even when it is unpopular or 
uncomfortable. 
 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. Textbook reading 
Each student shall read the assigned portions of Christian Ethics in Plain 
Language (Anderson), and do so in a timely manner to correlate with the lecture 
and discussion ofthe topics outlined in the textbook. (For congruency,  
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the professor will follow the textbook quite closely related to sequence of topics 
and content since this is a (1.5) credit course.) Some of the content of the book 
will not be assigned, or will be briefly touched upon both because of time 
constraints and in order to prioritize some other particular issues. 
Percentage of grade:    20% 
Due date:      Daily, but accountable at end 

 
2. Textbook critique 

Each student shall compose and submit in hard copy a critique and evaluation of 
the contents of the coure textbook.  The critique needs to be (3) pages long, 
with a discussion of perceived positive/negative elements, and shall also include 
a page on personal reflection/impact that the book has had on the student. 
Percentage of grade:    20% 
Due date:      Monday following 
 

3. Topic paper 
Each student shall compose and submit in hard copy a topical paper which 
addresses one particular element in contemporary moral and ethical discussion. 
The paper shall be be (3-4) pages in length, and be done in accordance with the 
CC Writer’s Guide, and have at least (4) sources, (not including the textbook), 
and at least (2) of these must be hard copy rather than electronically derived.  
It needs to be in 12 point font, with appropriate title page, and source list. 
Percentage of grade:    25%  
Due date:      Monday following 
 

4. Class participation 
Each student will have ample opportunity to interact with the professor and other 
students with reference to the stated subject for discussion. Although different 
personalities are taken into account, it is expected that each student will 
contribute to the class via his/her input and interaction on the various topics 
which will be examined. 
Percentage of grade:    10% 
Due date:      Accumulative 
 

5. Final Exam 
There will be a final exam for the course which will be comprehensive, and will 
include elements from the textbook and lecture/discussion, for which a review 
will be provided prior.  The nature of the exam will be objective and include 
short answer and short essay. 
Percentage of grade:    25% 
Due date:      Last day of class  
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
In keeping with the shift of focus from just Christian social ethics, to a course including 
personal and ministerial ethics, the course readings for the textbook (Anderson) will be 
according to the following schedule.  In terms of lecture, the professor will follow the 
textbook for chapters 1-5, and then augment Anderson’s coverage with topics that have 
a direct bearing on the believer in his/her personal life and in the ministry.  There will 
not be any additional readings beyond the course textbook because of the (1.5) credit 
limitations of the course. This is an approximate schedule, as discussion on various 
topics may at times be longer or shorter depending on classroom interactions. 
 
Session One: Introductions. Intros to the course. The professor’s intros  

to the topic. Intro to the textbook. A composite of and 
highlights from Chapters 1-3. 

Session Two: Chapter   4: Christian Ethics 
Session Three: Chapter   5: Christian Ethical Foundations 
Session Four: Chapter   6: Abortion 
Session Five: Chapters  10 &11: Sexual Ethics, Pornography 
Session Six: Chapter   12: Homosexuality 
Session Seven: Chapters  13 &14: Cohabitation, Adultery 
Session Eight: Chapter    15: Divorce (and remarriage) 
Session Nine: Chapter    16: Crime and punishment 
Session Ten: Chapters   17&18: Drugs, gambling 
Session Eleven: Chapter    19: Race and race relations 
Session Twelve: Chapter    20: Creation and the environment 
Session Thirteen: Chapter    21: Media, technology and entertainment 
Session Fourteen: Chapter    22: Government, Christian obedience/dis. 
Session Fifteen: Current social issues: Glenn Stone     
Session Sixteen: Ministerial Ethics: Dr. Engle 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
For this course, the student is encouraged to seek sources for his/her paper from our 
own library first, and then consult with the various faculty members as to their 
recommendations. Following that, there are inter-net sources (with a wide range of 
suitability!) as well as other works referred to in our textbook and other qualified 
sources.  The following list is a short list recommended by the professor for this course 
as supplemental to those volumes to be found in the Clearwater College Library. 
 
 
Barnette, Henlee H. Introducing Christian Ethics. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1961. 
 
Coleson, Charles. The Faith: Given Once, For All.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008. 
 
Harris, Joshua. Boy Meets Girl: saying hello to courtship. Colorado Springs, CO: 

Multnomah Books, 2005. 
 
Henry, Carl E.H. Christian Personal Ethics. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1977. 
 
Kostenberger, Andreas J. God, Marriage, and Family. 2nd ed. Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Books, 2010. 
 
McDowell, Josh. Right from Wrong. Nashville, TN: Word, 1994. 
 
McQuilkin, Robertson. An Introduction to Biblical Ethics. 2nd ed. Wheaton, IL:  Tyndale, 

1995. 
 
Parrott, Les and Leslie. Relationships.  Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 1998. 
 
Prince, Derek. God is a Match-Maker.  Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 1993. 
 
Sandford, John and Paula. Restoring the Christian Family. Lake Mary, FL: Charisma 

House, 2009. 
 
Trull, Joe E. And James E. Carter. Ministerial Ethics: Moral Formation for Church 

Leaders. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2004. 
 
 
 
 
            
 



 
 
 
 

   


