
Gospel Seed Conversation Starters 
 
 
An easy way to begin a conversation is by asking questions. Sometimes a question can make a 
point better than a statement. And even if the person doesn’t have an answer or time does not 
allow for a response, a question can act as a spiritual seed planted in their hearts in order to get 
them thinking.  
 
These Conversation Starters (Seeds) can be helpful in all of your fields. For example, you can 
say, “May I share a __________ thought with you?” Or, “Can I leave a _____________ thought 
with you?” (Important . . . interesting … mind-blowing . . . life-changing . . . impactful . . . heavy 
or some other descriptive term). And then plant! 
 
1:27: Tombstone Example:  
Ask, “Have you ever thought the hyphen on a tombstone?” 
One way to get people to consider eternity is to ask them to identify the three basic items 
found on a tombstone: 1) the deceased person’s name, 2) date of birth, 3) date of death.  The 
time after the date of death will be a whole lot longer than the time represented by the hyphen 
between the dates.”  You could continue, “There aren’t many guarantees in life, but I can make 
you one. I guarantee you will be dead a whole lot longer than you will be alive.” Or, “Have you 
ever thought that life after death is a whole lot longer than life after birth?” 
 
2:27:  150 years from now: 
Ask someone, “In 150 years, will it matter if you made a million dollars, drove a nice car, or 
lived in a beautiful home?” The only thing that will be important at that time is whether you 
know the God who created you, because that will determine your forever destination. 
 

3:27: What then? Or, Then what?  
Ask someone about their future.  For example, “What are you going to do after high school?” 
“Go to college.”  “What are you going to do after college?” “Get a job.” “Then what?” “Get 
married.” “Then what?” “Start a family.” “Then what?” “Build up my retirement account.” 
“Then what?” “Get old.” “Then what?” “I guess I will die.” “Then what?” I’ve heard some people 
respond with, “Now that’s a good question!”   
 
4:27: You never see a U-Haul trailer attached to a hearse on the way to a cemetery!  
This seed can be planted in a matter of seconds by asking. “What would you think if you saw a 
U-Haul trailer attached to a hearse on the way to a cemetery?” Or, “Have you ever seen a U-
Haul trailer attached to a hearse on the way to a cemetery?”  And what’s the point?  Don’t find 
your identity or security in stuff because you can’t take it with you! 
 

 
 
 
 



5:27: Eternity is a long time. Make sure you’ve got the right answer.  
Are we busy people or what? In our pressurized frenzy of life, dictated by time, very few people 
take the time to reflect on the conclusion time offers: eternity. At times, I will drop this thought 
on people, “Can I share one sentence that might blow your mind?” (People always answer with 

a “Yes.”) “Have you taken the time (pun intended       ) to consider that eternity is an awfully 
long time?” Wow, you just pushed a “seed truth” into the soil of their hearts. 
  
6:27: There is a 100% chance you will die!  
Here is a variation of this seed: “Surveys indicate that ten out of every ten people will 
eventually die!” Okay, I agree, this sounds a bit morbid. But remember, these 27 “seeds” need 
to be used in the right soil at the right time. That’s why there is a wide seed selection. You have 
options for different people and situations. If someone is blowing off God and the spiritual 
dimension of life, stated in the right tone, this seed can grab his or her attention. And 
remember, the stats are on your side! 
 

7:27: Can you guarantee that you will wake up tomorrow morning?  
You can take this seed and create variations: “When your head hits the pillow, can you 
guarantee a wake-up alarm?” Or, “When you say ‘good night’ to your spouse, do you know for 
certain you will see him/her in the morning?” This “starter” is related to #6. Granted, the seeds 
dealing with the uncertainty of life may feel a bit direct; that’s why we need spiritual 
discernment in choosing seeds to plant during conversations. The Holy Spirit can use these “no 
guarantee” seeds to give people perspective. 
 
8:27: BIBLE: Basic Information Before Leaving Earth 
“Have you ever heard of a book called the Bible? Do you know what the letters B-I-B-L-E 
mean?” Basic Information Before Leaving Earth. Many people look upon the Bible as an 
outdated book. It’s not relevant to their lives. If the conversation continues, you can ask if you 
could give them an example of a piece of information they may want to think about before they 
leave earth. If they say, “Yes,” then you have a ton of options. You see, the Bible is like a giant 
seed bag full of spiritual seeds to be planted into the soil of their hearts. If time allows and they 
allow you, perhaps tell them a story illustrating the power and authority of Jesus. For example, 
the stilling of the storm in Mark 4 or the demonic who was freed from thousands of demons 
(Mark 5). 
 

9:27: It’s very important to me where you spend eternity! 
This seed is personal and relational. Plant this in someone’s heart and they will most likely 
ponder it because it expresses love and concern. Remember, it takes just one seed! One 
spiritual thought lodged into the soil of a person’s heart can have eternal ramifications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10:27: How is your spiritual journey? 
This is one of Jay Bell’s favorites, and one he uses on a regular basis. Remember, everyone is on 
a spiritual journey.  For example, atheism is still a spiritual journey.  I have used this question 
over and over without anyone ever getting offended. Now, if you ask someone if they are a 
Christian, then you may get a reaction. It seems the word “spiritual” is a good and non-
offensive term at this time in our culture. Try this seed and see what happens! 
 

11:27: If you died tonight, are you 100% sure you would go to heaven? 

Or another way of asking, “Where will you be if you died today?” 
Would you agree that many/most people don’t want to talk about death? But that’s why 
getting people to think about the subject is a blessing. Remember, since death is the common 
denominator for everyone, it is a legitimate question to pose. A recent poll indicated that 100% 
of people die. Just kidding about the poll! But the fact is true. 
 
12:27: You never find an atheist in a fox-hole! 
Perhaps plant the seed by asking, “What do you think this means?” The truth is bigger than the 
military or war. It has to do with life. All kinds of circumstances can overwhelm us and 
demonstrate our frailty . . . finiteness . . . weakness . . . humanness. Perhaps follow through 
with another question: “Would you be interested in hearing about a source of power that is far 
more powerful than the circumstances you are facing?” 
 

13:27: There is no such thing as an atheist! Everybody has a “god!” 

You could turn this statement into a question: “Do you believe everybody has a ‘god’?” 
Everybody has someone or something where they find their identity, value, well-being and 
security. And it’s easy to talk to atheists about God; they have no way to defend their position. 
For example, for every design, you have to have a designer. For every painting, a painter. For 
every building, a builder. 
 
14:27: If you were to die tonight and stand before God, and He asked, “Why should I let you 
into heaven?” what would you tell Him? 
Some of you may recognize this question from the Evangelism Explosion presentation (the EE 
outline). This question will help you quickly understand their understanding. 
 

15:27: Do you agree that every design must have a designer?  
This is one of my favorite questions. I have used this all over the world. It’s the approach the 
Apostle Paul used with the Athenians in Acts 17. This is the approach Paul used with the 
Romans in Acts 1:20. This is the approach Paul and Barnabas used with the Lycaonian People in 
Acts 14:15. This is the approach God used with Job in chapters 38-39. For every (single!) 
painting, you have to have a what? (A painter.) For every verse of poetry, you have to have 
what? (A poet.) For every building, you have to have what? (A builder.) For every book you have 
to have what? (A writer.) For every flower, you have to have what? For every tree, you have to 
have what? For every human you have to have what? If people push back against this obvious 
truth, understand you are up against spiritual blindness. Be patient but unmovable with love 
and compassion. 



 
16:27  When you die, what do you think is on the other side? 
This question is good because it is very open-ended.  It doesn’t assume anything.  You’re not 
telling nor preaching, simply asking.     
 

17:27:  Why do you wear that cross?  What does that cross mean to you?   
Here are some suggested additional questions depending on the age of the person: 1) Did you 
know that the cross was an instrument of death?” 2) Do you know who died on the cross? 3) 
Would you like to hear the story of the cross? 4) Would you wear an electric chair around your 
neck?”  The cross is the electric chair of 2,000 years ago. 
You can also use this kind of question in relation to t-shirts logos / pictures, jewelry, tattoos, 
etc. For example, “Nice ‘tat” (as in tattoo).  Does it have any special meaning?” 
 
18:27:  Do you want to go to heaven? 
This is a subtle … oblique … disguised approach, right?  Not!  This is straight forward.  No 
beating around the bush on this one.  This is a good question because most everyone will 
respond with a “Yes,” or, “I hope so,” or “If there is one.”  How would you respond if they said, 
“No”? 
 

19:27:  What is the most important thing in the world to you?  On the day you die, what do 
you think will be the most important thing to you? 

This seed will immediately let you know what the person values in life!  To the first question 
you will often get answers dealing with material things.  If they gave the same answer(s) to the 
second question, how would you respond? 
 
20:27:  Would you like to know how you can live with you family forever? 
What are they going to say, “No?”  But on the other hand, they may come from a difficult family 
background and would not want to spend eternity with them.   
 

21:27:  Have you ever heard the phrase, “The dead of winter?”  Did you know that winter and 
spring reminds us of the death and resurrection of Jesus?  Spring demonstrates there is life 
after the deadness of winter … demonstrating life after death!  It’s green!  The earth is alive! 
Most people will not be offended with this seed because they are so grateful for the green of 
spring. 
 
22:27:  Did you see the movie ____________________?  What did you think? 
For example, War Room, Woodlawn, Remember the Titans, etc. 
 
23:27:  Be sure to treat each day as your last … because someday it will be!  And then what? 
 
24:27:  If you could ask God (Jesus) one question, what would it be? 
You may discover what is really on their mind.  Perhaps respond with, “Would you be 
interested in some ideas related to your question?” 
 



25:27:  How can I pray for you?  Is there anything you are facing I can pray about? 
This seed demonstrates you have an on-going conversation with God.  If possible, follow 
through by asking about how God is answering.   
 
26:27:  Restaurant question to a young server: “Do you go to school?” 
If he/she answers “Yes,” you are off and running in a conversation.  “Where do you go to 
school?”  “What year are you?”  “What are you studying/major?”  “Why did you choose that 
field of study/major?”  “What do you hope to after graduation?”  “What campus activities are 
you involved with?”   
 

27:27:  Restaurant question:  What day is the worst day of the week to be a server?” 

I have asked this question hundreds of times from coast to coast.  Most frequent 
response?  Sunday!  You can follow through with “Why?” and then listen with your 
heart.  Common themes:  grouchy, demanding, poor tips, no tips and gospel tracts. 
 
Concluding thoughts.  We don’t need to shove it on people, but to love it on people.  We 
don’t have to plunge seeds into the soil of their hearts/minds, but to gently plant seeds.  And 
the easiest and best way is by asking questions.  Questions demonstrate interest.  Questions 
can lead to conversations.  In Matthew 16:15 Jesus asked his disciples, “But who do you say I 
am?”  
 


