
             March 19, 2020 
Hi Community Grace Family,  
 
In this new, wild, and unprecedented time in our lifetime, I want to ensure good communications and 
preparations for our coming weeks. Thorough communication is always good, and especially now.  
 
We just posted this video on Facebook, which anyone, including non-Facebook users, can view, here – 
https://www.facebook.com/communitygrace/videos/2789037077992383/.  (Using email and our church 
website we will always make sure non-Facebook users don’t miss anything.) 
 
First, a long-range picture. The CDC upgraded their instructions once again, now to “no groups larger than 10, 
and now for 8 weeks.” Dining in restaurants is banned. The global sense now seems to be moving toward 
virtually no human interaction until the virus is completely under control. I start with this so we are prepared 
for the possibility that what how we function this week may dictate our operations for many weeks or months.  
 
Second, “What is God doing through this?”, my kids asked me this this week. A couple of them have sat 
through Christian history classes I’ve taught in which I demonstrate how God has moved the gospel powerfully 
throughout all Christian history through regional and global “crises” (war, storms, invasions, diseases, etc.) We 
rejoice, mourn, applaud, and marvel at these spiritual spikes in history. We may now be entering one! What 
we’ve experienced so far is already historic. Christ’s Church has the chance once again to shine. --My kids 
seemed satisfied with that answer today.  I am planning to incorporate some of this into upcoming sermons, 
and we all need to lead with this completely God-trusting and hopeful posture.   
 
Finally, our worship team met last night, along with a couple tech experts, and we formalized the following 
plan for our beautiful church: 
 

1. We will move our gatherings to “virtual,” online for at least a few weeks, while seeking how this might 
produce new avenues of spiritual fruit and ministry that we have never experienced or even thought of 
before!  

2. Our team is working to produce high-quality streaming. (Think, just last weekend countless thousands 
of churches who were never online have now established an online presence. This is HUGE for the 
gospel!) 

3. Our family had vacation planned this week which we’ve planned for 5 years to celebrate our 15th 
anniversary. We postponed that trip, but are keeping the plan for my personal friend, WLGBC-
Elder/Overseer, and solid preacher Sam Yeiter to preach at CG this Sunday on Colossians 2:16-23. This 
has freed me up this week for other demands. The Holy Spirit planned this perfectly, and we will have a 
super worship service this Sunday!  

https://www.facebook.com/communitygrace/videos/2789037077992383/


4. In case you didn’t hear the first announcement, the Chili Cookoff and John Shirk’s scheduled 
presentation is all postponed until a later date. I joined the Mission Commission’s meeting last Sunday, 
and they have things soundly in control with great optimism how God will use this. 

5. “Communication cards” will be digitized in some form to keep flowing the church’s ability to 
communicate prayer requests, responses, needs, etc.  

6. “What about small groups?” I am so torn on this question. Originally it seemed a no brainer – the 
church can just move all to small groups, it will be great! But, the science of coronavirus transmission 
argues against even that! It even argues against playdates! Ouch, sorry kids. We are researching the 
technology to allow virtual meetings. Done right, these can be enjoyably edifying. Let’s keep tracking 
the information on this. Zoom is the likely technology. Shawn just introduced a concept of youth small 
group video chats using Zoom. 

7. What about giving!? Please give generously to the church at this time, particularly to the general 
budget and the “Deacon Fund” which will be our main source for helping our Body and Neighbors. 
Giving online is secure and easy, and you can designate your funds, here - 
https://www.communitygrace.org/give.  You can also mail checks to the church, or bring them by in person 
when the office is open. Today, that is 1:00-5:00PM. After today, email office@communitygrace to find out 
when that is.  

8. Finally, for me the biggest question: “How are we going to maximize the ministry and mission 
opportunities?” There are MANY possibilities being shared and explored. Because this email is already 
long, I’m going to save that for future communication. Pray for leadership and for our mobilization to 
best serve Jesus!  

 
I am very hopeful about this “interruption” in our normal routines. I will conclude with a quote from Jesus 
which summarizes our entire response to this situation, and then Psalm 91 which Steve and Rose Clason said 
blessed them in their morning worship at home this week. These keep our focus where it needs to stay fixed.  

Matthew 25:37-40 

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 

thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 

needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 

and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 

Psalm 91 

1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.[a] 

2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 

    my God, in whom I trust.” 

3 Surely he will save you 

    from the fowler’s snare 

    and from the deadly pestilence. 

4 He will cover you with his feathers, 
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    and under his wings you will find refuge; 

    his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 

5 You will not fear the terror of night, 

    nor the arrow that flies by day, 

6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, 

    nor the plague that destroys at midday. 

7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

    ten thousand at your right hand, 

    but it will not come near you. 

8 You will only observe with your eyes 

    and see the punishment of the wicked. 

9 If you say, “The LORD is my refuge,” 

    and you make the Most High your dwelling, 

10 no harm will overtake you, 

    no disaster will come near your tent. 

11 For he will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you in all your ways; 

12 they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 

13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; 

    you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 

14 “Because he[b] loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue him; 

    I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 

15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; 

    I will be with him in trouble, 

    I will deliver him and honor him. 

16 With long life I will satisfy him 

    and show him my salvation.” 

 
 
All for God’s glory and our joy,  
 
Pastor Reg  
 

Reg Overstreet 
Lead Pastor 
Warsaw Community Grace Brethren Church 
communitygrace.org 
574-269-2443 
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