
Last Week…God’s Church  
Jesus: “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
Matthew 16:18 (ESV)

Concept: “Stockdale Paradox” Definition: “Retain absolute faith that you can and 
will prevail in the end, regardless of the difficulties, and at the same time confront 
the most brutal facts of your current reality, whatever they might be.”

What’s required?  GOD and the cooperation and participation of God’s People
What’s needed?  A Maverick, a Movement of God or a Miracle

Resuming Jesus’ Talk on the Hill…
The Door - “…unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of God.” 
– Matthew 5:20

Word Up: Matthew 5:9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”

Today’s Question: Is peace possible?  Is peacemaking possible?  Are you willing 
to become a peacemaker?

Big Idea: When you _____________ peace, you can ____________ peace with 
others.
 
Exploring How to…
KNOW Peace
BECOME a Peacemaker with Others

Definition: “Peacemakers actively seek resolution to conflict, take initiative in 
reconciling relationships and eagerly offer forgiveness to those who have hurt 
you.”

“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to 
change the things I can; and wisdom to know the difference. Living one day at 
a time; enjoying one moment at a time; accepting hardships as the pathway to 
peace; taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; trusting 
that He will make all things right if I surrender to His Will; that I may be reasonably 
happy in this life and supremely happy with Him forever in the next.” –Serenity 
Prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr

Questions for Consideration:
1. Do you know peace?  Explain.
2. What is preventing you from becoming an active peacemaker?
3. Identify a relationship or environment where God is inviting you to engage in 
peacemaking.  What is God inviting you to do? 

Sermon notes can also be found on the homepage at newharvestchurch.com
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