
CHURCH @ HOME 
DISCUSSION & APPLICATION GUIDE 

Why does God allow so much suffering in the world? And is he doing anything about it? In this 

study, we look at God’s mission to counteract evil and suffering through his partnership with 

humanity. Like any real partnership, it comes with real-world consequences?  

1. Watch the video, “Image of God” (sjcog.com/messages) 

2. Read & Discuss 

 What image stood out to you in the video and why? 

 Scripture Readings: 2 Kings 25:8-12 

The Bible doesn’t answer all of our questions about why God allows suffering, but it does 

tell us a story about how God responds to human suffering. God has chosen to partner 

with humans to deliver communities from suffering, and he chose to enter our pain by   

becoming human himself. Jesus took up the worst of human suffering, shoved it into a 

grave, and rose again to give us a new future—one that’s free of injustice and grief. But our 

questions around suffering are still valid. God hears us and understands our pain. Today, 

let’s tune into the question God has for us. As we face suffering in the world, will we     

partner with him to be a part of his solution? 

Feel free to reflect on all the questions, or just a few right now. You can also reflect 

throughout the week by focusing on one question per day.  

• The Babylonian captivity was full of chaos and sorrow. Today’s readings from 2 Kings 

offer small glimpses of hope that show how God was not done blessing his people. How 

do these moments of hope point to the blessing God would one day make full for 

his people? 

• Review today’s passage from Romans. What are some of the hopes we have in the 

midst of our suffering? How did God show us his love through his own suffering? 

• What is one way your community is suffering right now? 
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• As you observe and grieve the suffering around you, what are some glimpses of hope 

you notice? 

• Consider God’s character of justice, mercy, and love. How does he want to comfort and 

restore your community? 

• What is one step you can take this week to reflect God’s character and join in his plan 

of restoration for your community? 

• Turn your reflections into a prayer now. Point out areas of pain and glimpses of hope in 

your community. Ask for hope to expand and for all his restoration plans to be done on 

Earth as it is in Heaven. 


