
 

THE BLE$$ED LIFE 
Week 3: The Principle of the Test 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

RECAP 
In the third sermon of this series on money and giving, Josh discusses the Principle of the Test and looks 
at Malachi 3:6-12 to discuss the biblical basis behind giving and how to go to the next level in our giving. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Last week’s homework was to brainstorm some specific ways to put God first in your relationship 

with God, marriage, parenting/family and career. Discuss with your group how you did with your 
homework? 

2. Josh started his talk with discussing a common nightmare among students: walking into class and 
realizing that there was a test that day that you didn’t study for. Did that ever happen to you? What 
was the worst experience you had with a test? 

3. Josh introduced the Principle of the Test: Every time you get paid, you take a test. The test builds off 
of the idea of first fruits (introduced last week), that what you do with the first portion of your income 
constitutes an act of worship. Leaving God and the church out of it for a moment, where does the 
first fruits of your income typically go to? 

4. Read Malachi 3:10-12 together. For those in the group who tithed before on a consistent basis, talk 
about how promise of provision (v. 10) and protection (v. 11) have come true in your life. 

5. Josh spent time talking about online, automatic giving as a secret that has helped him nail the 
Principle of the Test every time. From your paycheck, what deductions are made automatically 
without your input? What regular bills have you opted to pay for every month through online 
automatic billing? What are most common reasons why people don’t do the same thing with tithing? 

NEXT STEP 
Josh listed five different categories of giving: Taking, Tipping, Trusting, Threshold, and Transformational 
giving. What would constitute the next level for you?


