
 

Unanswered 
Week 6: How Can God Be Good With So 

Much Suffering in the World? 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

RECAP 
In this final sermon in the Unanswered series Josh addresses the issue of how God can be all-loving and 
all-powerful with so much suffering in the world. Looking at John 9 and John 11, Jesus talks about the 
importance of perspective and encourages us to keep trusting in God. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. What are some reasons you’ve heard or believed why God allows so much suffering in the world? 

How can God be all-good and all-loving and yet allow suffering? 

2. Have you ever had an experience as a child where you experienced something painful (in the 
moment) that in the end worked out for your good? How did perspective help your view of that 
painful event? 

3. What’s an example where you as a parent or adult have had to allow someone to go through 
something painful for their good? Why did you allow them to go through that painful experience? 

4. Read John 9:1-2. The disciples gave Jesus multiple choice reasons for why the blind man was born 
blind. When we try to ascribe reasons to God why he allows suffering in the world, what are the most 
common reasons we assume? 

5. Josh shared a very personal story about he and his wife’s infertility and he said “faith doesn’t become 
faith until you actually have to use it.” Is there something you’ve gone through recently or are going 
through right now that is forcing you to depend on God?  

6. What happens in the extreme cases where sickness ends in death and there seems to be no real 
reason behind it. How can perspective help us in even the most difficult cases of suffering? 

NEXT STEP 
Spend some time in prayer as a group praying for those in your group that are walking through difficult 
circumstances, that they would continue to trust in God even when they can’t fully understand why 
they’re having to walk through suffering.


