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First Presbyterian Church                    
433 N. Ocoee St.  Cleveland, TN  37311                    phone 423-476-5584  
   

July 2021 Newsletter                                                                    
 

Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
Director of Christian Ed.     Jessica Gomez                        
Director of Music Ministries Joan Smith        
Organist                                         Karen Archer                                            
Administrative Assistant        Ivia Leamon 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 
Email: office@firstprescleveland.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Kevin Gallagher ‘21, Jonathan Pflug ‘21, 
Ed McClintock ‘22, Paul Jones ‘22, Darrell Akins ‘23 
  

Christian Education:  Billy Smith ‘21, Robin McChesney ‘23,  
Jessica Carter ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jennifer Johnson ‘21, Paul  Jones ‘22,  
Darrell Akins ‘23, Jessica Carter ‘23 
  

Fellowship & Service:  Becky Merriman ‘22, Jennifer Johnson ‘21, 
Johnathan Pflug ‘21 
  

Personnel:  Jennifer Johnson ‘21, Ed McClintock  ‘22, Darrell Akins ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Sandy Daigle ‘22, Kevin Gallagher ‘21 
  

Worship:  Billy Smith ‘21, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Ed McClintock ‘22, Paul Jones ‘22  
 

Clerk:  Connie Spencer ‘23 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Disclaimer: this article is not a political statement, but hopefully an inspiration… 
 
 This coming Sunday is July 4th.  It is a day when our nation will have 
fireworks, parades, and a famous hot dog eating contest.  We are not going to fire 
up the grill and cook some hot dogs, but I wanted to give you something to consider 
as we celebrate this holiday.  
 
 “I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all,” If you grew up here in the United States you have likely said this 
pledge hundreds of times (or more).  Growing up it was a ritual for me in school and 
at various civic meetings.  In recent years the Flag, allegiance, and National anthem 
have all been in the news a fair amount. Certain sports players and other notable 
individuals have “taken a knee” during the anthem for assorted reasons.  Some are 
making political statements for race relations, perceived abuse of power, and other 
agendas.  While I stand in solidarity for the equal treatment of all people, regardless 
of skin color, economic status, or other, I want to be turn us back to the “United” 
nature of our country.  As believers in God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, we are united to 
one another as the body —family of God.  
 
 I believe that one of the glorious aspects about being Presbyterian is that we 
are not asked/forced to conform to a particular set of beliefs.  I have heard it said 
that if you ask 5 Presbyterians about a particular Scripture you might get 7 different 
answers.  We hold at our core a belief that Jesus was the incarnate God that came to 
give us freedom from the bondage and sentence of death in sin.  As we celebrate our 
country’s freedom, I want to remind you of the freedom we have in Jesus.  Sin no 
longer condemns us to death and eternity apart from God, but confession, 
forgiveness, and specifically grace as a gift from God allow for true freedom.  
 
 So as you enjoy some fireworks, eating some watermelon or hot dogs, and 
spending time together with family…remember to celebrate the freedom we have in 
Jesus.  And may we all be united to Christ, through faith, as the author and perfecter 
of our faith.  
   

—Your Brother in Christ 
Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Allegiance 



 

 

3 July 2021 Newsletter 

 

 
 
 
Berlin described how he wrote “God Bless 
America” in a letter of July 19, 1954, to 
Abel Green, editor of Variety:  
 
"I wrote 'God Bless America' at Camp 
Upton in 1918 to be the finale of Yip, Yip, 
Yaphank.  As you may remember, the show 
opened on August 19th at the Old Century 
Theater.  The finale - the boys were alerted 
in the scene before that they were going 
overseas, and in overseas outfits, including 
helmets, they marched through the Theater, 
went out to the street and backstage where 
they boarded a transport, and as the lights 
lowered, the transport, on wheel, slowly 
moved off stage.  It was a very touching and 
emotional scene.  As I remember, the song 
they sang was 'In the Y.M.C.A.' as the 
curtain came down.  Having that finale in 
mind, it seemed painting the lily to have 
soldiers sing 'God Bless America' in that 
situation, so I didn’t use it.  
 
Of course, I always had it in back of my 
mind to use someday on the right occasion.  
That occasion came after I returned from 
London in 1938 where I had gone to see the 
opening of Alexander’s Ragtime Band, the 
picture.  I was there during Chamberlain’s 
visit to Hitler and the beginning of the 
Munich pact.  On my way back, I tried to 
write a song that I felt at that time.  I 
remember finishing a chorus of a song 
called 'Thanks America' which I tore up 
because it was very bad.  It seemed a bad 
editorial set to music.  I then recalled 'God 
Bless America' and rewrote it.  I underline 
rewrote because that is a very important 
part of the story of 'God Bless America.' " 
 

"The original version was as follows: 'God 
Bless America /  land that I love / Stand 
beside her / And guide her /To the right with 
a light from above / Make her victorious on 
land and foam / God Bless America, my 
home sweet home.' It is obvious that the 
word 'right' had to be changed because in 
1918 “guide her to the right” meant the 
right road.  In 1938, there was a right and a 
left and it had a different significance.  So in 
changing it the song was improved when I 
said 'stand beside her and guide her, thru 
the night with a light from above.'  Then 
again, in 1918 it was written as a war song, 
which the phrase 'make her victorious on 
land and foam' indicates.  In 1938, I didn’t 
want it to be a war song.  I wanted it to be a 
song of peace.  On Armistice Day, 1938, I 
spoke to Ted Collins [Smith’s manager] and 
he wanted a song for Kate Smith to sing on 
that program, where she introduced it." 

 
Excerpt(s) from  

The Complete Lyrics of Irving Berlin 
[Spoken Introduction:] 

"While the storm clouds gather  
far across the sea 

Let us swear allegiance to a land that's free 
Let us all be grateful for a land so fair 

As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer. " 
 

[Song:] 
God bless America 

Land that I love 
Stand beside her and guide her 

Thru the night with a light from above 
 

From the mountains, to the prairies 
To the oceans white with foam 

God bless America 
My home, sweet home 

God bless America 
My home, sweet home 

God Bless America by Irving Berlin 

Submitted By: Linda Gamble 
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This is not the type of article I 
would normally offer you to read, 
but this one, this woman has 
touched my heart. She is a singer/
songwriter and she’s someone I 
would like to know. Please pray for 
her. Her name is Jane, but when 
she sings she goes by Nightbirde.   

 -Joan Smith,  
 Director of Music Ministries 

These are her words: 

Originally published at https://www.nightbirde.co/ 

I don’t remember most of Autumn, because I lost my 
mind late in the summer and for a long time after that, I 
wasn’t in my body. I was a lightbulb buzzing somewhere 
far. 

After the doctor told me I was dying, and after the man I 
married said he didn’t love me anymore, I chased a 
miracle in California and sixteen weeks later, I got it. The 
cancer was gone. But when my brain caught up with it 
all, something broke. I later found out that all the tragedy 
at once had caused a physical head trauma, and my brain 
was sending false signals of excruciating pain and panic. 
 
I spent three months propped against the wall. On nights 
that I could not sleep, I laid in the tub like an insect, 
staring at my reflection in the shower knob. I vomited 
until I was hollow. I rolled up under my robe on the tile. 
The bathroom floor became my place to hide, where I 
could scream and be ugly; where I could sob and spit 
and eventually doze off, happy to be asleep, even with 
my head on the toilet. 
 
I have had cancer three times now, and I have barely 
passed thirty. There are times when I wonder what I 
must have done to deserve such a story. I fear 
sometimes that when I die and meet with God, that He 
will say I disappointed Him, or offended Him, or failed 
Him. Maybe He’ll say I just never learned the lesson, or 
that I wasn’t grateful enough. But one thing I know for 
sure is this: He can never say that He did not know me.  
 
I am God’s downstairs neighbor, banging on the ceiling 
with a broomstick. I show up at His door every day. 
Sometimes with songs, sometimes with curses. 
Sometimes apologies, gifts, questions, demands. 
Sometimes I use my key under the mat to let myself in. 
Other times, I sulk outside until He opens the door to me 
Himself.  
 
I have called Him a cheat and a liar, and I meant it. I 
have told Him I wanted to die, and I meant it. Tears have 
become the only prayer I know. Prayers roll over my 
nostrils and drip down my forearms. They fall to the 

ground as I reach for Him. These are the prayers I repeat 
night and day; sunrise, sunset. 
 
Call me bitter if you want to—that’s fair. Count me among 
the angry, the cynical, the offended, the hardened. But 
count me also among the friends of God. For I have seen 
Him in rare form. I have felt His exhale, laid in His 
shadow, squinted to read the message He wrote for me 
in the grout: “I’m sad too.”  
 
If an explanation would help, He would write me one—I 
know it. But maybe an explanation would only start an 
argument between us—and I don’t want to argue with 
God. I want to lay in a hammock with Him and trace the 
veins in His arms. 
 
I remind myself that I’m praying to the God who let the 
Israelites stay lost for decades. They begged to arrive in 
the Promised Land, but instead He let them wander, 
answering prayers they didn’t pray. For forty years, their 
shoes didn’t wear out. Fire lit their path each night. Every 
morning, He sent them mercy-bread from heaven.  
 
I look hard for the answers to the prayers that I didn’t 
pray. I look for the mercy-bread that He promised to 
bake fresh for me each morning. The Israelites called it 
manna, which means “what is it?”  
 
That’s the same question I’m asking—again, and again. 
There’s mercy here somewhere—but what is it? What is 
it? What is it? 
 
I see mercy in the dusty sunlight that outlines the trees, 
in my mother’s crooked hands, in the blanket my friend 
left for me, in the harmony of the wind chimes. It’s not 
the mercy that I asked for, but it is mercy nonetheless. 
And I learn a new prayer: thank you. It’s a prayer I don’t 
mean yet, but will repeat until I do. 
 
Call me cursed, call me lost, call me scorned. But that’s 
not all. Call me chosen, blessed, sought-after. Call me the 
one who God whispers his secrets to. I am the one 
whose belly is filled with loaves of mercy that were 
hidden for me. 
 
Even on days when I’m not so sick, sometimes I go lay 
on the mat in the afternoon light to listen for Him. I know 
it sounds crazy, and I can’t really explain it, but God is in 
there—even now. I have heard it said that some people 
can’t see God because they won’t look low enough, and 
it’s true. Look lower. God is on the bathroom floor. 
 

If you can’t see Him, look lower. 
 
 
 

 

God is on the Bathroom Floor   
(Blog entry by Jane Marczweski) 
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Dr. Russell Dyer, director of Cleveland City Schools, announces that the 
Tennessee Department of Education has selected Sheron Smith as one of 
nine finalists for 2021-2022 Tennessee Teacher of the Year. Ms. Smith is a 
second grade teacher at Arnold Memorial Elementary School and has 
completed her seventeenth year at the school. 

Ms. Smith’s principal, Mr. Mike Chai, shared this about her, “Sheron Smith 
works tirelessly to ensure student mastery of the 
content. Her excellent knowledge of the curriculum and 
what students need for success is apparent in her 
classroom teaching and students’ academic results.” 

Dr. Dyer also shared this about the selection, “Ms. 
Smith is an excellent example of the high quality 
educators teaching in Cleveland City Schools. We are 
very proud of her selection as a finalist for Tennessee 
Teacher of the Year. There is no doubt that she will be 
a wonderful representative of Cleveland City Schools as 
she continues to represent us across the State 
of Tennessee. We wish her well as she moves on to the 
finals.” 

Grand Division winners and, ultimately, the Tennessee 
Teacher of the Year will be selected from this group of 
finalists and announced during an honorary celebration 
this fall following a panel interview with each finalist. 
The final winner will represent Tennessee in the 
National Teacher of the Year competition and serve as 
an ambassador for education in the state throughout 
the 2021-22 school year. Finalists will also have the 
opportunity to serve on Commissioner Schwinn’s Teacher Advisory Council 
for the duration of the 2021-22 school year. The council is composed of 
"expert teachers who provide feedback and inform the work of 
the department throughout the academic year." 

Published in The Chattanoogan June 8, 2021 
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EVENT DETAILS 

The Caring Place has served over 50,000 families in need, provided 500,000 food pantry bags to 
the hungry, and connected over 9,000 individuals to community resources and this year they 
celebrate 20 years of “meeting needs with love.” Dinner will be provided while nationally-touring 
comedian Karen Mills entertains guests. A portion of ticket sales will go towards The Caring 
Place with an anonymous donor matching all donations up to $50,000.  Executive Director 
Corinne Freeman says they believe the community they serve is a gift, and it ’s this spirit of 
giving, tradition, and family that inspired the “Christmas in July” theme. Please come celebrate 
and enjoy this wonderful evening with us! 



 

 8 www.firstprescleveland.com  |             www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianclevelandtn 

 

JULY WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
 
 
July 4:  Psalm 48; Mark 6:1-13, Sermon: Reach, Teach, Unleash 
 

July 11: Psalm 24; Ephesians 1:3-14, Sermon: Inheritance  
 

July 18: Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56, Sermon: Rejuvenation  
 

July 25: Psalm 14; Ephesians 3:14-21, Sermon: More  

JULY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

The Worship stream will start at 10:30 am Sunday, with Worship service 
starting at 10:45 am. At the conclusion of service, the worship video will be 

available on our Youtube channel.     
 

We thank you for your faithfulness.  To God be all glory! 

Come, let us worship.   
Psalm 95 

We have resumed weekly in-person worship and invite you to prayerfully join us. We continue to 
closely monitor the county COVID numbers, and while we have safeguards in place, like sitting in 

alternating rows, we respect the decisions of your family unit. Beginning July 4th we will 
begin singing again, all hymns and responses. We will continue to circulate any updates via 

the highlights emails, church Facebook page, and website.  
 

Our worship committee welcomes your feedback and any suggestions.  May God continued to be our 
guide and may we be ever faithful.  We will meet again Tuesday, July 19, 2021 at 6:00 PM via Zoom 

 

Worship Committee: Sandra Daigle, Ed McClintock, Becky Merriman, Sherry Torp, Robin McChesney, Blayne Carroll, 
Paul Jones, Bill Smith (chair); Joan Smith (choir director), Karen Archer (organist), Rev. Kyle Schmidt (pastor).       

WORSHIP UPDATE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

All Sunday school classes, along with Children’s 
Church, have resumed. Checkout a brief description 
of each class online at www.firstprescleveland.com, 

within our Highlights email, and this newsletter 
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Karen Archer 1st 

Amos Blazer 1st 

Cherie Sneed 2nd 

Charlotte Spencer 2nd 

Rachel Savage 6th 

Bill McGrath 8th 

Abigail Blazer 11th 

Zachery Johnson 11th 

Benny Daigle 14th 

Bim Rollens 14th 

Joan Smith 14th 

Haley Eidson 20th 

Ben McChesney 21st 

Max Pflug 22nd 

Olivia Blazer 23rd 

James McGrath 28th 

Brenda Bowker 30th  

Rev. Kyle & Amy Schmidt 10th 

Arlynn & Olivia Blazer 16th 

Hank & Jami Smith 23rd 

Marcus & Ann Holiday 29th 

Rev. Kyle Schmidt, Pastor: Kyle@firstprescleveland.com              

Jessica Gomez, Director of Christian Education: DCE@firstprescleveland.com 

                Joan Smith, Director of Music Ministries: praise@firstprescleveland.com 

                Karen Archer, Organist: karcher@firstprescleveland.com 

Ivia Leamon, Admin: office@firstprescleveland.com 
 

Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 

New Email Addresses 

Parents and grandparents - if you have a high school or college 
graduate this spring, we need information from you so we can 

recognize your student. Please send the following information to Ivia 
at office@firstprescleveland.com 

 
 

GRADUATE INFORMATION NEEDED - Last Call! 

Student Name:   

Graduating from:   

Degree:   

Honors:   

Future Plans:   

When: Wednesday, July 14th  
Where: Home of Tommy & Paula Hendrix 

 (1107 Sunset Avenue NW, Cleveland, TN 37311) 
Time: 6:00 p.m. Swimming    

          7:00 p.m. Covered dish supper 
 

**Bring your swimsuit, towel, floaties, and favorite dish. 

CHURCH POOL PARTY 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR EVERY AGE 

9:30-10:30 Sunday mornings 

C. I. A. CLASS—”Christians in Action” is led by Joe Spencer and 
meets in the Education Building.  This is a Christian topical study class 
that is discussion oriented about current issues and how they relate to 
your personal faith.  They offer a flexible, fun learning environment 
and invite all ages to join.  Relentless is the current book of study.   
 
FELLOWSHIP HALL FOLLOWERS— Join us as we strive to become 
better followers of Jesus.  We utilize media and discussion to try and 
discern God’s will.  Topics include marriage enrichment, parenting, and 
books of the Bible.  We are a welcoming group always looking to add 
one more. This class is facilitated by Rev. Kyle Schmidt.   
 
S.W.A.G. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—(6th-12th grades)  Led by 
Jessica Gomez and meets in the Youth Room.  This program is 
designed to involve youth in ministry while answering questions for 
everyday life. 
 
1st-5th SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Led by Linda Pflug and meets in 
Room 24 of the Education Building. The children will learn many 
different Bible stories with fun activities to grow their knowledge and 
love of Christ. Curriculum from Awesome Adventures. 
 
F.R.O.G. PRE-K—KINDERGARTEN CLASS—This program offers 
Bible studies, crafts, games, and engages children hands-on at a 
young age preparing them in the church as they learn about Christ!  
Jill Rice, teacher. 
 
SPROUTS NURSERY  (Infants-3yrs.) - Our nursery is a safe and 
loving Christian environment for your children.  This is a great 
opportunity for the little ones to be involved and learn early about the 
love of Christ.  Jill Wooden, teacher. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 

 
 

Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

July 9th - Movie Night 8:00pm 

Everyone (All Ages) is invited for a fun movie night in our Parking Lot.  
 

 July 10th - Kid’s Summer Trip to Athen’s Splash Pad 10:30am  

Lunch & Ice-cream at The Dairy Barn 
 

July 14th - Hendrix Pool Party 6:00pm  
 

August 11th -  Back to Church Celebration  

Everyone (All Ages) is invited for a fun night of fellowship.  

 

 

Middle and High School: 

 
July 3rd - SWAG Youth Fourth of July Party 6:30pm 

at the Biscoe Residence  
 

July 9th -  Movie Night 8:00pm  

Everyone (All Ages) is invited for a fun movie night in our Parking Lot.  
 

July 14th -  Hendrix Pool Party 6:00pm  
 

July 18th -  Dolly’s Splash Country  
 

July 19th -  Hike/ Lake Chilhowee Day 10:30am  
 

July 20th -  Youth Movie Theatre Night 7:00pm  

Black Widow 
 

August 11th -  Back to Church Celebration  

Everyone (All Ages) is invited for a fun night of fellowship.  

*Other Children & Youth Ministry July dates TBA  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

 
 

Newsletter Info  

Due 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

 

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  
 

 

  

5:30– Eagle Scout 

Board of Review 

 

 

6:00– Boy Scout 

Leadership Meeting 

 

 

 

7:00-Boy Scouts 9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

Worship 

7:30-Adult Choir 

 

 

9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

Worship 

7:30-Adult Choir 

7:30-Adult Choir 9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

Worship 

9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

Worship 

 
 

 

6:00-Pool Party 

at The Hendrix’s 
 

7:30-Adult Choir 

Youth  

4th of July 

Party 

@ Biscoe 

Residence 

6pm 

 

8:00– Drive-In 

Movie Night 

 

Kids Trip to 

Athens SplashPad 

- 10:30am 

 

 

10:30am 

Youth Hike 
 

6:00-Session/

Zoom 
 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

7:00 Youth Movie 

 Night 



 

 14 www.firstprescleveland.com  |             www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianclevelandtn 


