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First Presbyterian Church                    
433 N. Ocoee St.  Cleveland, TN  37311                    phone 423-476-5584  
   

June 2021 Newsletter                                                                    
 

Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
Director of Christian Ed.     Jessica Gomez                        
Director of Music Ministries Joan Smith        
Organist                                         Karen Archer                                            
Administrative Assistant        Ivia Leamon 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 
Email: office@firstprescleveland.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Kevin Gallagher ‘21, Jonathan Pflug ‘21, 
Ed McClintock ‘22, Paul Jones ‘22, Darrell Akins ‘23 
  

Christian Education:  Billy Smith ‘21, Robin McChesney ‘23,  
Jessica Carter ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jennifer Johnson ‘21, Paul  Jones ‘22,  
Darrell Akins ‘23, Jessica Carter ‘23 
  

Fellowship & Service:  Becky Merriman ‘22, Jennifer Johnson ‘21, 
Johnathan Pflug ‘21 
  

Personnel:  Jennifer Johnson ‘21, Ed McClintock  ‘22, Darrell Akins ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Sandy Daigle ‘22, Kevin Gallagher ‘21 
  

Worship:  Billy Smith ‘21, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Ed McClintock ‘22, Paul Jones ‘22  
 

Clerk:  Connie Spencer ‘23 

I have no 

greater 

joy than 

to hear 

that my  

children 

walk in 

truth. 
 3 John 4 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

 The following devotion comes from Glynnis Whitwer of Proverbs 31 ministries, from August 17, 2018. It is titled, The Simple 
Blessing of Slowing Down. You might think this is an odd selection for a devotion on the (hopeful) backside of our society’s COVID 
shutdown, but I think there is Truth contained that we should all hear.  
 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is 
no law.” Galatians 5:22-23 (ESV) 
 
A slower life sounds delightful! Maybe that’s why farmhouse living is such a popular idea.  We idealize a lifestyle led by simple faith and 
slower daily routines.  But I’ll be honest, my farmhouse needs good Wi-Fi.  I like the idea of a slower lifestyle, but not when it comes to my 
computer speed.  Even a 3-second delay has me worried I might need an upgrade!  (And I’m still waiting for my smartphone to make me 
smarter.)   
 
The truth is, some of us would be miserable if things slowed down.  We’d much rather things hurry up.  The problem is, my soul wasn’t 
created for hurry.  And as a result, hurry is the enemy of what matters most in life.  For so many years it seemed someone pressed fast-
forward on my life.  And I say “someone” because I felt like a victim.  It was always someone else’s fault we were rushing around in the 
morning or racing out the door in a frenzy.  It took years for me to realize hurry wasn’t a mandate.  There were other options, especially 
those that made me a nicer person.  Hurry didn’t bring out my best.  In fact, I can be pretty self-centered when I rush.  And the work I think 
I’m crushing is really crushing me.  The “why” behind living an overcrowded life isn’t easy to discover — and mine certainly wasn’t.   
 
The reasons I jam-packed my schedule were complicated.  Clearly having the right planner or time management program wasn’t the 
answer.  Because underneath it all, I was searching for significance and believed doing more was the answer.  The more you do, the faster 
you have to work to get it all done.  And the hurry cycle begins.   
 
Here’s the problem: Hurry never gets me what I really want.  I want deeper relationships with God and others; hurry makes them shallow. 
I want to think more deeply about the Lord and the world around me; hurry makes it impossible.  I want to do better work; hurry steals 
any excellence I hope to have.  I want to serve others well; hurry causes me to brush over their needs.   
 
Hurry steals the best from me, and so I must ruthlessly eliminate hurry from my life.  We were designed to go at a slower pace, to ponder, 
to process thoughts one at a time, to focus on the face in front of us with tender care.  And when we try to go at computer-speed, we miss 
out on what’s important in life.   
 
The Apostle Paul penned a list of the characteristics a Christian should exhibit when the Spirit of God lives in them.  And not one of them is 
possible when I’m in a hurry: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control …” (Galatians 5:22).   
 
Hurry robs us of the beauty God has placed in front of us and the grace others so desperately need.  Sometimes dealing with hurry is as 
simple as deciding to slow down.  Walk more slowly … talk more slowly.  Sometimes it means editing our schedules and removing half (if 
not more) of our optional responsibilities.  We can uncover the root of our hurry, but it takes time.   
 
To start, the next time you feel hurry start to sneak in and push the gas pedal, pause and breathe deeply.  Refuse to be rushed.  Declare 
that hurry has no place in the good work you’re doing or the beautiful life God’s placed before you.   
 
Lord, thank You for Your patience with me.  You are never in a rush when I come to You.  Help me turn to You more often and invite Your 
Spirit to have His way in me, bringing a calmness I desperately need.  In Jesus’ Name, AMEN.  May God’s Spirit of Peace and speed of 
slowdown remind me that God is in control and has a plan for each moment of our lives.   Love and blessings to all.  
   

—Your Brother in Christ 
Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Summer Slowdown?  
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Maltbie D. Babcock was quite an athlete in his day, not only competing, but also excelling in 
several sports.  He was born into a well-to-do and aristocratic family.  In addition to all of 
this, he was an outstanding scholar. 
 
The Lord blessed him with one more thing - a heart for his Heavenly Father.  He followed the 
Lord's humble call and became a pastor in a Presbyterian church in upstate New York. It was 
a beautiful area known as the "escarpment".  He loved to walk through what he called, "my 
Father's world." In the distance, he could often see Lake Ontario. 
 
Legend says that these walks are what inspired him to write "This Is My Father's World".  The 
hymn, however, wasn't published in his lifetime.  In 1901, at the age of 42, he set out on a tour 
of the Holy Land.  During the Atlantic crossing, he contracted a bacterial infection and died at 
an international hospital. 
 
After his death, his wife went through his papers and complied them into the book "Thoughts 
for Everyday Living". That book contained this hymn.  Frank L. Sheppard, an accomplished 
musician, set the words to an old English tune and published in 1915 in his book "Alleluia", a 
Presbyterian Sunday school book. 
 

1. This is my Father’s world: 
The birds their carols raise, 
The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their Maker’s praise. 
This is my Father’s world: 
He shines in all that’s fair; 
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, 
He speaks to me everywhere. 
 
2. This is my Father’s world: 
Oh, let me ne’er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father’s world, 
The battle is not done: 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, 
And earth and Heav’n be one. 

The Story Behind This Is My Father's World 
Submitted By: Linda Gamble 
Taken from Hymns We Love  
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Dianne Hodnett was born at Clay County 
Hospital in Ashland, Alabama on October 25. 
She grew up in Cleveland, TN where she 
attended school. Becky Merriman, Carolyn 
Hendrix and Dianne were classmates in the 
first graduating class at Cleveland High 
School. After high school, Dianne began her 
college education at Cleveland State. When 
she and her husband moved to Miami, FL she 
attended the University of Miami briefly 
before their son’s Aaron and Joshua were 
born. 

Dianne was away from Cleveland for 18 
years before she and her boys moved back. 
After her return to Cleveland, she met her 
second husband in Chattanooga. The family 
relocated to North Carolina and while in 
Winston-Salem, her third son Benjamin was 
born. After several years, the family returned 
to Cleveland; however, shortly after moving, 
her husband, Steven, was diagnosed with 
cancer and died soon after. 

It was rough having three kids to raise alone. 
Later as an adult, she and her son, Benjamin, 
decided to attend Tennessee College of 
Applied Technology in Athens, where they 
studied nursing. Dianne and Benjamin both 
received their nursing degree and began to 
work at Bradley Healthcare here in 
Cleveland. Dianne left Bradley Healthcare, 
planning on retiring, but began a job in the 
city school system as an in-the-classroom 
nurse for the developmentally challenged. 
She found it an amazing and rewarding 
experience. Her last job was as a private duty 
nurse for an Alzheimer’s patient who passed 
away in December. 

Several years ago, a friend told Dianne a high 

school classmate, Jack Howard, was going to 
be playing the clarinet at First Presbyterian 
Church (FPC). She and the friend came to 
church that Sunday to hear Jack play. She 
says that is when she decided she wanted to 
attend FPC, especially since two other 
classmates are members of the church. May 
2, 2021, Dianne joined FPC. She is a member 
of the C.I.A. Sunday School class and has 
been helping in the kitchen and doing other 
things as needed. 

When asked about hobbies, Dianne says she 
loves to read and “play in the dirt”  
(gardening). She has done crafts and 
woodworking in the past. She also admits she 
loves to watch TV shows. Dianne’s son, 
Aaron (an oral surgeon) and his wife Gina, 
have two kids, (Granddaughter) Hailey and 
(Grandson) Hunter. Dianne says Hailey is a 
senior at Belmont College and after she 
graduates, she plans on getting married. 
Hunter is a senior at Baylor in Chattanooga. 
Son Joshua lives in Portland, Oregon where 
he is a musician, singer, songwriter and a 
health coach. Benjamin lives in Cleveland 
and recently left Bradley Healthcare to work 
at Signature. 

Dianne Linder is enjoying FPC and looks 
forward to getting to know more members 
and making new friends. 
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JUNE WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
 
 
June 6:  Psalm 138; Mark 3:20-35, Sermon: Unified 
 

June 13: Vacation Bible School Sunday 
 

June 20: Psalm 130; Mark 5:21-43, Sermon: Linda Gamble Message 
 

June 27: 1 Samuel 17:1-49, Sermon: Killing Giants  

JUNE WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
The Worship stream will start at 10:30 am Sunday, with Worship service 

starting at 10:45 am. At the conclusion of service, the worship video will be 
available on our Youtube channel.     

 
We thank you for your faithfulness.  To God be all glory! 

Come, let us worship.   
Psalm 95 

We continue to prayerfully navigate the uncharted waters of COVID.  Our Worship 
Committee met on 5/25/21 and came to the following God-inspired decisions:  

 

 • Singing: We agreed to bring the choir back for singing (starting 6/6).   

• We will continue to not have hymn singing as a congregation. 

 • We will continue to have seating in every other pew. 

 • Collection plates will remain at the doors. 

 • We will continue to limit in-person contact when possible. 

 • Communion will remain from pre-filled cups. 

 • We will no longer have staggered dismissal. 

Our worship committee welcomes your feedback and any suggestions.  May God continued to be our 
guide and may we be ever faithful.  We will meet again Tuesday, June 22, 2021 at 6:00 PM via Zoom 

 

Worship Committee: Sandra Daigle, Ed McClintock, Becky Merriman, Sherry Torp, Robin McChesney, Blayne Carroll, 
Paul Jones, Bill Smith (chair); Joan Smith (choir director), Karen Archer (organist), Rev. Kyle Schmidt (pastor).       

WORSHIP UPDATE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

All Sunday school classes, along with Children’s Church, have 
resumed. Checkout a brief description of each class online at 
www.firstprescleveland.com or within our Highlights email.  
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Parents and grandparents - if you have a high school or college 
graduate this spring, we need information from you so we can 

recognize your student. Please send the following information to Ivia 
at office@firstprescleveland.com 

 
 

GRADUATE INFORMATION NEEDED  

  
When: Wednesday, June 16th  

Where: Home of Becky & Richard Merriman                                                          
(668 Baugh Springs Rd. McDonald, TN  37353) 

Time: 5:00 p.m. Swimming    
          6:00 p.m. Covered dish supper 
 

**Bring your swimsuit, towel, floaties, and favorite dish. 

Tucker Bentley 1st 
Zander Gomez 7th 
Jon Merriman 7th 
Ruth Cuellar 10th 
Carrie Pflug 10th 
Linda Pflug 11th 
Bud Chittenden 12th 
John Hendrix 12th 
Corbin Kelly 13th 

Sam Daigle 15th 
Shyann Johnson 15th 
Kati Brazier 20th 
Patsy Smith 22nd 
Jana Strange 23rd 
Courtney Wolfe 24th 
Karen Smith 27th 
Carol Farley 28th 
Connie Spencer 28th 

Ben & Lindsey McChesney 1st 

Jean & Lee Schmidt 1st 

Eric & Meg Buchanan 1st 

Lee & Robin McChesney 16th 

Karen & Ted Smith 16th 

Charlotte & Joe Spencer 21st 

Connie & John Spencer 21st 

JoAnn & Ken Scannapiego 22nd 

Becky & Richard Merriman 23rd 

Celebrate the wonderful men in your life! 

 

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 
 

Sunday, June 20th at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 

CHURCH POOL PARTY 

Student Name:   

Graduating from:   

Degree:   

Honors:   

Future Plans:   
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 

 
 

Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

June 7th - 11th - VBS 5:30pm - 8:00pm 

 June 13th - Church VBS Celebration  

 Children will share moments from VBS week!  

All kids please arrive early at 10am to meet in the sanctuary to practice. 
 

June 26th - Summer Trip to Athen’s Splash Pad 6:00pm 

A fun day to celebrate summer! Contact Jessica Gomez for more details. 
 

June 30th -  Church Summer Fun 5:30pm  

Everyone (All Ages) is invited for a fun night of fellowship.  

 

 

Middle and High School: 

 
June 5th - Youth Summer Kick-Off 

 

June 22nd - SWAG Youth Summer Fun Night 5:00pm 

Join us for tie dye, water games & more!  
 

June 30th -  Church Summer Fun 5:30pm  

Everyone (All Ages) is invited for a fun night of fellowship.  
 

  

*Other Children & Youth Ministry June dates TBA  
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At Knights of North Castle VBS, your students will enjoy an 

interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time as they go on a 

quest in search of the King’s Armor. They will become Knights 

and discover how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives. 

 

After a high-energy opening assembly time, the Knights make their 

way to the Bible Story Station. Interactive Bible lessons reveal 

Castle Callouts to equip your Knights for an active life with God. 

Your Knights will discover a Banner Verse (Bible memory verse) 

that will remain with them in their faith long after VBS. 

 

The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by 

participating in a variety of activities: making their own art 

projects at the Craft Station, exploring wonders at the Science 

Station, playing games at the Recreation Station, and enjoying 

dinner at the Meal Station.   

Ages 

VBS items people can purchase, 

donate or let the church borrow: 

 

Christmas Trees (any size-borrow) 

Pool Noodles (50) 

Snowflakes-cut out 

Polyester fiberfill bags (lots) 

Blue cellophane 

Medium/large boxes 

Brown paper bags 

Newspaper 

Silver Duck tape (lots) 

Aluminum foil (lots) 

Aluminum trays (lots)  

join the volunteer team 

as we begin the quest for 

the king’s armor! 

 

For more information or 

to find out how you can 

help, call  

Jessica Gomez at  

(423) 790-4116,   

or email 

office@firstprescleveland.com 

and let us know your job 

preference! 
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Mary Elise Putman Sellers, 93, of Cleveland, passed away peacefully, 

surrounded with her family close beside her, on Thursday, May 13, 2021, into 

the loving arms of her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, after an extended illness. 

She was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, aunt, 

great-aunt, sister, friend, and mentor to all her beloved family. Her husband, 

Ron’s tribute to his wife of 75 years is from Proverbs 31, verses 10, 26-27: 

“Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies... She opens 

her mouth with wisdom and the teachings of kindness is on her tongue. She 

looks to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.” 

 

A native of Lawrenceburg, she was a 1944 graduate of Lawrence County High 

School and 1946 graduate of Nashville Business College. She was an active 

and devoted member of First Presbyterian Church of Cleveland. Elise dearly 

loved her family & friends - entertaining, baking and preparing sumptuous 

meals for all on every birthday, holiday and other special occasion. She 

remembered and sent birthday and anniversary cards to every family 

member and never missed a one. Her hobbies included caring for her 

beautiful flower gardens, painting still-life and landscape scenes, antiquing 

and going to estate auctions and collecting beautiful glassware and china that 

she has shared with our family members over the years. 

 

The family gives special thanks to her dedicated caregivers, Kim Rogers, 

Serita Wells, Wanda Allen and Denise Satterfield, for their sweet care and 

love they have given her and our family over these past several months of her 

illness and for the Caris Healthcare Hospice team of nurses and staff.  

 

Memorials may be given to the Education Fund, First Presbyterian Church of 

Cleveland; Habitat for Humanity of Cleveland; Siskin Hospital for 

Rehabilitation in Chattanooga; or St. Jude’s Hospital in Memphis. 

Remembering Elise Sellers 
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A family had three small children who were determined to have a 
puppy. Mom protested because she knew that somehow or other, she 
would end up caring for the critter. True to form, the children 
solemnly promised that they would take care of it. 
 
Eventually, she relented and they brought their little puppy home. 
The children named him Danny and cared for him diligently - at first. 
But, sure enough, as time passed, Mom found herself becoming more 
and more responsible for taking care of the dog. 
 
Finally, she decided that the children were not living up to their 
promise so she began to search for a new home for Danny. When she 
found one and broke the news to the children, she was quite surprised 
that they had almost no reaction at all. One of them even said rather 
matter-of-factly, ''We'll miss him.'' 
 
''I'm sure we will,'' Mom answered, ''but he is too much work for one 
person and since I'm the one that has to do all the work, I say he 
goes.'' ' 
 
'But,'' protested another child, ''if he wouldn't eat so much and 
wouldn't be so messy, could we keep him?''  Mom held her ground, 
''It's time to take Danny to his new home.'' Suddenly, with one voice 
and with tears in their eyes, the children exclaimed, ''Danny? We 
thought you said Daddy!'' 
 

Submitted by: Linda Gamble 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

June 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

6:00-Session/

Zoom 

 

7:00-Boy 

Scouts 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

 
 

Newsletter Info  

Due 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

 

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  
 

 

  

5:30– Eagle Scout 

Board of Review 

 

 

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

6:00– Boy Scout 

Leadership Meeting 

 

 

 

7:00-Boy Scouts 9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 

7:30-Adult Choir 

 

 

6:00-Pool Party 

at The 

Merriman’s 
 

7:30-Adult Choir 

9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 
 

 

9:15am 

Father’s Day 

Breakfast 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 

 

Youth 

Summer Fun 

Night - 5pm 

 

 

Kid’s 

Trip to Athen’s 

Splashpad 

11am  

 

9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 

 

VBS Celebration 
 

VBS DECORATE WEEK  

7:30-Adult Choir 

7:30-Adult Choir 

VBS  

Youth  

Summer Kick-off 

 

 

FPC Church 

Summer Fun  

5:30 
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Psalm 139 
You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.  You know when I sit and when I rise; 
you perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out and my lying down; you 
are familiar with all my ways.  Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it 
completely.  You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.  Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.  Where can I go from 
your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence?  If I go up to the heavens, you are 
there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.  If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle 
on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me 
fast.  If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,” even the 
darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to 
you.  For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  My 
frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in 
the depths of the earth.  Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were 
written in your book before one of them came to be.  How precious to me are your thoughts, 
God!  How vast is the sum of them!  Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of 
sand—when I awake, I am still with you.  If only you, God, would slay the wicked!  Away from me, 
you who are bloodthirsty!  They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your 
name.  Do I not hate those who hate you, Lord, and abhor those who are in rebellion against 
you?  I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies.  Search me, God, and know my 
heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting. 
 
 God is (already) everywhere.  You may think to yourself…Kyle we know this…but do you 
really know it.  When we come to church we can expect to encounter God, but what about at the 
grocery store or shopping at the mall?  Did you know God is there for those late night trips to the 
refrigerator?  God is there when you think no one notices or sees…God is always there.   
 This can be both a frightening thought, but also should bring a sense of comfort.  In the 
midst of the difficult doctor visits, God is there.  When there are challenges at home or work, God 
is there.  In those moments when you think the world doesn’t care or that you are all alone, God is 
there.  As the Psalmist notes in Psalm 139 (bold for emphasis), we cannot “flee from the presence 
of God.” 
 
 We are going to re-try a fun little activity through the summer.  Above you will notice a 
small “flat Jesus”.  There is a larger version elsewhere in the newsletter.  You are encouraged to 
take the “flat Jesus”, cut it out if you would like, and take it with you wherever you go.  If you go 
the park, take Jesus.  If you go to the lake, take Jesus.  If you go to work, take Jesus.  If you go on 
vacation, take Jesus.  We would love for you to take a picture with Jesus at the various places you 
go.  We then ask for you to send those pictures to the church for us to share with one another where 

we see/find Jesus.  Have fun with this activity.  We pray that as you picture 
Jesus in various places that you will consider that He is already there…
before you arrived, and after you leave.  May God’s blessings be upon all as 
we seek to serve Him.   
 
Please send the pictures to Ivia at office@firstpresecleveland.com or text 
Kyle @ 423.994.0350.  We will use the pictures for bulletin boards, 
Facebook, and our website.   

“Flat Jesus” Journeys 

...with Matthew Smith and Jessica Gomez on the playground. 

mailto:office@firstpresecleveland.com


 

 14 www.firstprescleveland.com  |             www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianclevelandtn 


