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First Presbyterian Church                    
433 N. Ocoee St.  Cleveland, TN  37311                    phone 423-476-5584  
   

May 2021 Newsletter                                                                    
 

Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
Director of Christian Ed.     Jessica Gomez                        
Director of Music Ministries Joan Smith        
Organist                                         Karen Archer                                            
Administrative Assistant        Ivia Leamon 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 
Email: office@firstprescleveland.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Kevin Gallagher ‘21, Jonathan Pflug ‘21, 
Ed McClintock ‘22, Paul Jones ‘22, Darrell Akins ‘23 
  

Christian Education:  Billy Smith ‘21, Robin McChesney ‘23,  
Jessica Carter ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jennifer Johnson ‘21, Paul  Jones ‘22,  
Darrell Akins ‘23, Jessica Carter ‘23 
  

Fellowship & Service:  Becky Merriman ‘22, Jennifer Johnson ‘21, 
Johnathan Pflug ‘21 
  

Personnel:  Jennifer Johnson ‘21, Ed McClintock  ‘22, Darrell Akins ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Sandy Daigle ‘22, Kevin Gallagher ‘21 
  

Worship:  Billy Smith ‘21, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Ed McClintock ‘22, Paul Jones ‘22  
 

Clerk:  Connie Spencer ‘23 

Proverbs 3:15 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

 I would imagine there have been moments in all of our lives when we questioned why certain things 
happened.  These are not usually moments when things are going well or desirable, but instead these are typically 
moments when life has given us less than we desired.  Maybe it was the loss of a job, the passing of a loved one, 
the hardships within a relationship, a poor grade at school, a negative note from the bank, some sort of natural 
disaster…the list goes on.  There are times in life when life is not much fun (to put it kindly).  I can’t help but think 
of the proverbial question, “Why does God allow bad stuff to happen to good people?” 
 Amy, my wife, has a good friend named Ginger.  The two of them knew each other in high school and were 
later roommates at Covenant College in Chattanooga.  Amy and Ginger have remained close.  To make a long 
story short, Ginger is married to Dan and they now live outside Chicago, in the town where Dan grew up.  Dan and 
Ginger have three children.  Their eldest is an adorable son named Brouwer who will be nine in November.  
Shortly before his third birthday, Brouwer was diagnosed with cancer.  He has a tumor which doctors determined 
as inoperable.  Really God? 
 When I was about eight years old one of my friends, his younger brother, and father were all killed in a 
boating accident.  To this day, my parents say the funeral service is the saddest moment of their lives.  Really 
God? Another of my friends drowned during a Spring Break trip with friends, a couple weeks before graduating 
from UCLA.  Really God?  
 I am sure we could all think of multiple examples of circumstances that made us question what God was 
doing? Where was God when the bad thing happened? Why didn’t God answer my prayers that I prayed so hard? 
How could a loving God allow these things to happen to people who love Him? Really God? 
 I share these thoughts this month not to give you a profound answer, but to say that we are not alone in 
these feelings.  Within our church, within your family, within your circle of friends, people throughout the ages 
have experienced feelings of frustration with God.  There are many examples of people within the Bible, especially 
in the Psalms, where people are frustrated, upset, mad, confused, and many other ill feelings with God.   
 A faith journey with God is frequently described as a relationship.  Someone might ask, “How is your 
relationship with God,” or “How is your walk with God going?” It is my estimation that all relationships experience 
highs and lows.  There are moments of exhilaration and times of hurt, and many feelings in between.  If our 
interaction with God is a relationship, why would we not expect to have these feelings as well? We are not the 
first to be frustrated with God, and likely not the last, but I believe the important part of faith is how we respond 
to these feelings of frustration.  We could get mad, turn our back on God, and walk away…(this is not the right 
answer), or we can express our frustration, through prayer or some other medium, and continue to work though 
the difficult times with God.  Many of our hurts will not go away, but a relationship with God is the ultimate 
answer for eternity.  Share your thoughts, feelings, pains…God is big enough to hear them.  Ask for understanding, 
peace, help, and then let God be God.  Things in this life may not turn out the way you want them, but a 
relationship with God leads to an eternity of the best feelings you could ever imagine.  May God allow us to walk 
alongside our brothers and sisters in the midst of life’s challenges.   
  
  

—Your Brother in Christ 
Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Not Alone 
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Psalm 119:18 is a prayer for spiritual insight. It 
asks God, “Open my eyes, so that I may behold 
wondrous things out of your law.” Reading that 
verse inspired Clara Scott to write the hymn 
“Open My Eyes.” The opening verse of the hymn 
asks, “Open my eyes, that I may see 
glimpses of truth thou hast for me.”  
 
But Clara was not satisfied to pray for open eyes. 
She also wrote, “Open my ears, that I may hear 
voices of truth thou sendest clear.”  
 

And she was not satisfied to ask God to receive blessings. She also prayed that 
God would make her a blessing by helping her to speak to others about what 
God had revealed to her. 
 
She wrote, “Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth 
everywhere.”  
 
Clara understood, and helped countless others to understand, that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive —and that we, as Christians, are called to share 
the good news that we have received.   
 
Clara wrote a number of other hymns, and even published a book entitled, Truth 
in Song for Lovers of Truth—but “Open My Eyes” is the hymn for which she is 
remembered today.   
 
Clara published “Open My Eyes” in 1895. Two years later, as she was riding in 
a carriage, her horse was spooked and began running crazily through the 
streets. Clara was thrown from the carriage and killed. Reflecting on that, one of 
her biographers commented that she never knew how popular her hymn, “Open 
My Eyes” had become. 
 
But I believe that one of her heavenly blessings will be to know just how many 
people have been blessed by the hymn that she wrote so late in her life. 
 
 

Open My Eyes 
Submitted By: Linda Gamble 

Taken from article By Richard Niell  
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MAY WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
 
 
May 2:  1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8, Sermon: More Love  
 

May 9: 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17, Sermon: Even More  
 

May 16: 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19, Sermon: True Joy  
 

May 23: 1 Romans 8:22-27; John 15:26-27, 16:4-15, Sermon: Groaning  
 

May 30: Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17, Sermon: Suffering to Glorification 

MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

The Worship stream will start at 10:30 am Sunday, with Worship 
service starting at 10:45 am. At the conclusion of service, the 

worship video will be available on our Youtube channel.     
 

We thank you for your faithfulness.  To God be all glory! 

Come, let us worship.   

Psalm 95 

  

We have resumed weekly in-person worship and invite you to prayerfully join us. 
We continue to closely monitor the county COVID numbers, and while we have 

safeguards in place, like sitting in alternating rows and masks in motion, we respect 
the decisions of your family unit. We will circulate any updates via the highlights 

emails, church Facebook page, and website.  
      

WORSHIP TOGETHER 
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Friday, May 28, 2021, 8:00pm  
Everyone is invited to join us in our church parking lot with our giant 

blowup screen! Popcorn and candy provided.  

DRIVE-IN MOVIE NIGHT 

  

Wednesday, May 16, 2021 
Westwood Baptist Church Pavilion                               

(4001 Georgetown Rd. NW) 
6:00pm 

Burgers, hot dogs, sides & drinks provided 

Jessica Gomez  1st 
Arlynn Blazer  1st 
Barbara Bennett          3rd 
Eleanor Jones 6th 
Tom Cloud 6th 
Anthony Brazier  10th 
Blayne Carroll, Jr. 11th 
Larry Young  11th 
Lorenzo Barnick 11th 
Sue Partain  12th 
Paul Jones 19th 

Michael Ridge              18th 
Harrison Brazier  19th 
Turner Hendrix  23rd 
Timothy Pflug 25th 
Norm Partain  26th 
Jan Martin  28th 
Amy McGrath 28th 
Linda Gamble 29th 

Andrea & Owen Kilgore 6th 
 
Will & Haley Daigle   7th 
  

Celebrate the special women in your life! 
 

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 
 

Sunday, May 9th at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

The truth is that we continue to not know what the future holds.  We 
announce events and make plans hopeful that the end to this epidemic is 

near.  We will continue to make updates via our church Facebook, website, 
and phone-tree mediums.  Thank you for remaining faithful to the church, 

and more importantly to God, in the midst of this time of uneasiness.   

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 

COOKOUT AT WESTWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 

 
 

Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays at 10:45am  

May 5th & 12th - Bible Study 6:30pm 

May 19th - Cookout at Westwood Baptist Church Pavilion 6:00pm 

May 28th -  Drive-In Movie Night 8pm  

  

 

 

Middle and High School: 

 
May 5th & 12th - Bible Study 6:30pm 

May 19th - Cookout at Westwood Baptist Church Pavilion 6:00pm 

May 22nd - Jump Jam Concert 10:00am - 1:00pm 

May 28th -  Drive-In Movie Night 8pm  

 

  

*Other Children & Youth Ministry May dates TBA  
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At Knights of North Castle VBS, your students will enjoy an 

interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time as they go on a 

quest in search of the King’s Armor. They will become Knights 

and discover how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives. 

 

After a high-energy opening assembly time, the Knights make their 

way to the Bible Story Station. Interactive Bible lessons reveal 

Castle Callouts to equip your Knights for an active life with God. 

Your Knights will discover a Banner Verse (Bible memory verse) 

that will remain with them in their faith long after VBS. 

 

The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by 

participating in a variety of activities: making their own art 

projects at the Craft Station, exploring wonders at the Science 

Station, playing games at the Recreation Station, and enjoying 

dinner at the Meal Station.   

Ages 

VBS items people can purchase, 

donate or let the church borrow: 

 

Christmas Trees (any size-borrow) 

Pool Noodles (50) 

Snowflakes-cut out 

Polyester fiberfill bags (lots) 

Blue cellophane 

Medium/large boxes 

Brown paper bags 

Newspaper 

Silver Duck tape (lots) 

Aluminum foil (lots) 

Aluminum trays (lots)  

join the volunteer team 

as we begin the quest for 

the king’s armor! 

 

For more information or 

to find out how you can 

help, call  

Jessica Gomez at  

(423) 790-4116,   

or email 

office@firstprescleveland.com 

and let us know your job 

preference! 
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“FAITH THROUGH FLOWERS” 
Our youth group boys enjoyed spending an entire Sunday afternoon in April going by some of our members homes to clean 
up yards and plant flowers! We also visited a few members at apartments and dropped off indoor plants & goodies! The boys 
not only worked so unbelievably hard they initiated doing more after we were done. They offered to clean extra areas and 
went above & beyond our plan for the day that resulted in us not being done until way in the night because they loved 
helping so much! Words can’t describe how proud we are of these teenagers and their servant hearts. They are an amazing 
group of boys and truly disciples of God! We had the absolute BEST day ever getting to visit with our church family their 
smiles and kindness brought us so much joy! Every house made us laugh, smile and feel Christ’s love! We all agreed it was one 
of our favorite mission days! Thank you to every member for allowing us to come by and visit we love you all!  
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Photo Booth 
Spotlight 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

7:00-Boy Scouts 

6:00-Session/

Zoom 

 

7:00-Boy 

Scouts 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

 
 

Newsletter Info  

Due 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

 

 

6:00-Supper 

6:30-Bible Study 

7:30-Adult Choir 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  
 

 

  

9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 

5:30– Eagle Scout 

Board of Review 

 

 

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

 

9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 
 

 

6:00– Boy Scout 

Leadership Meeting 

 

 

 

6:00-Supper 

6:30-Bible Study 

7:30-Adult Choir 

 

May 

9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 

 

 

Youth  

Jump Jam  

Concert 

10am - 1pm 

 

6:00-Cookout at 

Westwood BC 

Pavilion 
 

7:30-Adult Choir 

 

9:15am 

Mother’s Day 

Breakfast 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 

6:00-Supper 

6:30-Bible Study 

7:30-Adult Choir 

Drive-In  

Movie Night 

8pm 

 

 

7:00-Boy Scouts 9:15am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 


