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First Presbyterian Church                    
433 N. Ocoee St.  Cleveland, TN  37311                      phone 423-476-5584   fax 423-476-5773  
   

April 2021 Newsletter                                                                    

Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
Director of Christian Ed.     Jessica Gomez                        
Director of Music Ministries Joan Smith        
Organist                                         Karen Archer                                            
Administrative Assistant        Ivia Leamon 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 
Email: office@firstprescleveland.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Kevin Gallagher ‘21, Jonathan Pflug ‘21, 
Ed McClintock ‘22, Paul Jones ‘22, Darrell Akins ‘23 
  

Christian Education:  Billy Smith ‘21, Robin McChesney ‘23,  
Jessica Carter ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jennifer Johnson ‘21, Paul  Jones ‘22,  
Darrell Akins ‘23, Jessica Carter ‘23 
  

Fellowship & Service:  Becky Merriman ‘22, Jennifer Johnson ‘21, 
Johnathan Pflug ‘21 
  

Personnel:  Jennifer Johnson ‘21, Ed McClintock  ‘22, Darrell Akins ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Sandy Daigle ‘22, Kevin Gallagher ‘21 
  

Worship:  Billy Smith ‘21, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Ed McClintock ‘22, Paul Jones ‘22  
 

Clerk of Session:  Connie Spencer ‘23 

We are back…every Sunday.   
The Worship Committee met 4/1 via Zoom to discuss the worship service and related topics.  A motion was 
made and unanimously supported to gather weekly for in-person worship at 10:45am.  We will continue to 

have safe guards in place to help keep us safe and socially distanced.  We pray that you prayerfully consider 
joining us.  Our services will be streamed live to our YouTube channel, and recorded for later viewing.   

We welcome your constructive feedback.  May God be glorified!    
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

 Henry T. Blackaby is the founder of Blackaby Ministries International and an influential 
evangelical pastor.  I have used his devotional book Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of 
God multiple times in my personal life and teaching ministry.  It is challenging to put into a concise 
manner the positive impact this study has had on my personal spiritual life.  I know God is at work in 
our midst through various people and methods, including teachers, theologians, and other life 
circumstances.  I encourage you to take notice of God’s work in your personal life and respond to 
opportunities to join Him.  This month I share a devotion from blackaby.net.   

Too Late!  (Daily Devotional for Monday, March 27th, 2017) 
Then He came the third time and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting?   

It is enough!"   Mark 14:41a 
 “It is enough!”  How these words from the Master stung the disciples!  They were given the 
opportunity to share a sacred moment with Jesus.  They failed Him.  This time, not even Peter had an 
answer for Jesus. 
 Jesus forgave them, and they went on to experience God working powerfully through their 
lives, but that unique moment with their Lord was lost.  The angels had comforted the Savior on that 
lonely night as He prepared for the cross, not the disciples.  Scripture indicates that the disciples 
later became diligent in prayer, but the memory of that night would remain with them for the rest of 
their lives. 
 Like the disciples, you receive unique opportunities to serve your Lord.  There are times when 
Jesus will ask you to join Him as He is at work in the life of your friend, family, or coworker.  If you 
are preoccupied with your own needs, you will miss the blessing of sharing in His divine activity. 
 God is gracious; He forgives, and He provides other opportunities.  He will even use our 
failings to bring about good, but it is critical that we respond in obedience to every prompting from 
God.  God does not need our obedience; He has legions of angels prepared to do His bidding when 
we fail Him.  The loss is ours as we miss what God wants to do in our lives. 
Respond immediately when God speaks to you.  His will for you is perfect, and it leads to abundant 
life. 
 
 These are challenging times and we all have varying comfort levels with interacting with 
others,  but I encourage you to find an opportunity to partner with God in God’s work and go for it.  
May God be glorified in all we do.   
  

—Your Brother in Christ 
Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

It Is Enough 
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Submitted By: Linda Gamble 

The song "It Is Well With My Soul" was written by a successful Christian lawyer and 
Presbyterian elder Heratio Spafford. His only son died at age 4 in 1871. In 1872, the great 
Chicago fire wiped out his vast estate, made from a successful legal career. In 1873 he sent 
his wife and four daughters over to Europe on a summer trip on the ill fated SS Ville du 
Havre. Since he had a lot of work to do, he planned to follow them later. The ship sank and he 
lost his four daughters with the wife being the only survivor. She sent him a famous telegram 
which simply read, "SAVED ALONE......". On his return home, his Law firm was burned down 
and the insurance company refused to pay him. They said, “it's an act of God." He had no 
money to pay for his house and no work, he also lost his house. Then while sitting and 
thinking what's happening to him, being a spiritual person, he wrote a song - "Whatever, my 
Lord, You have taught me to say - It is well, it is well with my soul." 
 
Friends, a good attitude will determine your altitude. When you look at your life, career, job 
or family life, what do you say? Do you praise God? Do you blame the devil? A good attitude 
towards God makes Him move on your behalf. Just sit down and say, "Today, God, it is well 
with my soul, I am thankful I had a peaceful sleep, I am thankful I am alive with possibilities, 
I am thankful I have a roof over me, I am thankful I have a job, I am thankful that I have 
family and friends. Above all, I am thankful that I have the Lord Jesus Christ on my side." Be 
blessed and don't be envious or shocked when others are prospering because you don't know 
what they have been through to get there (test, trials and tribulation) so thank God for what 
you have. "Little is much when God is in it. It is well With my soul!"  If God is for us, who can 
be against us? God bless you. 
 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 
 
It is well, with my soul, 
It is well, with my soul, 
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 
 
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blessed assurance control, 
That Christ has regarded my helpless   estate, 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 
 
My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! 
My sin, not in part but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 
And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight 
The clouds be  back as a scroll; 
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, 
Even so, it is well with my soul. 
 

It is Well With My Soul 
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Submitted by: Joan Smith 

 

Horatio G. Spafford was a successful lawyer and 
businessman in Chicago with a lovely family - a wife, 
Anna, and five children. However, they were not 
strangers to tears and tragedy. Their young son died 
with pneumonia in 1871, and in that same year, much 
of their business was lost in the great Chicago fire. 
Yet, God in His mercy and kindness allowed the 
business to flourish once more. 

On Nov. 21, 1873, the French ocean liner, Ville du 
Havre was crossing the Atlantic from the U.S. to 
Europe with 313 passengers on board. Among the 
passengers were Mrs. Spafford and their four 
daughters. Although Mr. Spafford had planned to go 
with his family, he found it necessary to stay in 
Chicago to help solve an unexpected business 
problem. He told his wife he would join her and their 
children in Europe a few days later. His plan was to 
take another ship. 

About four days into the crossing of the Atlantic, the 
Ville du Harve collided with a powerful, iron-hulled 
Scottish ship, the Loch Earn. Suddenly, all of those on 
board were in grave danger. Anna hurriedly brought 
her four children to the deck. She knelt there with 
Annie, Margaret Lee, Bessie and Tanetta and prayed 

that God would spare them if that could be His will, or 
to make them willing to endure whatever awaited 
them. Within approximately 12 minutes, the Ville du 
Harve slipped beneath the dark waters of the Atlantic, 
carrying with it 226 of the passengers including the 
four Spafford children. 

A sailor, rowing a small boat over the spot where the 
ship went down, spotted a woman floating on a piece 
of the wreckage. It was Anna, still alive. He pulled her 
into the boat and they were picked up by another 
large vessel which, nine days later, landed them in 
Cardiff, Wales. From there she wired her husband a 
message which began, “Saved alone, what shall I do?” 
Mr. Spafford later framed the telegram and placed it 
in his office. 

Another of the ship’s survivors, Pastor Weiss, later 
recalled Anna saying, “God gave me four daughters. 
Now they have been taken from me. Someday I will 
understand why.” 

Mr. Spafford booked passage on the next available 
ship and left to join his grieving wife. With the ship 
about four days out, the captain called Spafford to his 
cabin and told him they were over the place where his 
children went down. 

According to Bertha Spafford Vester, a daughter born 
after the tragedy, Spafford wrote “It Is Well With My 
Soul” while on this journey. 

When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll, 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Chorus: 

It is well with my soul, 

It is well, it is well with my soul 

Anna gave birth to three more children, one of which 
died at age four with dreaded pneumonia. In August 
1881, the Spaffords moved to Jerusalem. Mr. Spafford 
died and is buried in that city. 

And the peace of God which surpasses all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts, your minds 
through Christ Jesus. - Philippians 4:7. 

For those of you who think you are seeing double or think the FPC staff has made a mistake…we received two different contributions 
with the same song/topic.  Rather than pick one over the other, we put forward both for your review.  May all be well with your soul. 
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APRIL WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
 
 
April 4:  Acts 10:34-43; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Sermon: Last, But Not Least  
 
April 11: 1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-31, Sermon: Locked Out  
 
April 18: 1 John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36b-48, Sermon: True Peace  
 
April 25: 1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18, Sermon: True Love  

APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
The Worship stream will start at 10:30 am Sunday, with 

Worship service starting at 10:45 am. 
At the conclusion of service, the worship video will be 

available on our Youtube channel.     
 

We thank you for your faithfulness.  To God be all glory! 

Come, let us worship.   

Psalm 95 

  

In-Person  April 4th 
In-Person  April 11th 
In-Person  April 18th 
In-Person  April 25th 

April 11 - 9:30 am 
The plan for now is to resume all Sunday school classes, children’s 
church & Wednesday programs this week! Join us as we kick off 

our small group church ministries!      

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF 
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WE 

Speaking of website, FPC is revamping our page and hope to have a new,  
fresh site up soon.  Stay tuned.   

  
  

Robin McChesney 2nd 
Lucas Smith 7th 
Sherry Torp 8th 
Marcus Holiday 10th 
Nancy McClure 22nd 
Fred Stutzman 27th 
JoAnn Scannapiego 29th 

Fred & Jan Stutzman  8th 
 
Bill & Amy McGrath  20th 
  

Beginning April 7th (the Wednesday following Easter) we will relaunch our 
Wednesday evening programs with some modifications.  Becky Merriman is going 

to prepare a meal for those who would like to eat from 5:30-6:30.  At 6:30 we will 
have a good ol’ fashioned Bible study and discussion of James.  This letter could 
be considered a how-to book on Christian living.  Confrontation, challenge, and a 

call to commitment await us in the letter.   

The truth is that we continue to not know what the future holds.  We 
announce events and make plans hopeful that the end to this epidemic is 

near.  We will continue to make updates via our church Facebook, website, 
and phone-tree mediums.  Thank you for remaining faithful to the church, 

and more importantly to God, in the midst of this time of uneasiness.   

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS TOGETHER  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR EVERY AGE 

9:30-10:30 Sunday mornings 

C. I. A. CLASS—”Christians in Action” is led by Joe Spencer and meets in the 
Education Building.  This is a Christian topical study class that is discussion oriented 
about current issues and how they relate to your personal faith.  They offer a 
flexible, fun learning environment and invite all ages to join.  Relentless is the 
current book of study.   
 
DAN-HO CLASS—“Doers and Not Hearers Only”. This class meets in the Library.  
They use various Bible resources and utilize primarily a discussion oriented model to 
deepen their understanding of the Bible.  They are always looking for new 
participants.  Benny Daigle is teaching this class.  
  
FELLOWSHIP HALL FOLLOWERS— Join us as we strive to become better 
followers of Jesus.  We utilize media and discussion to try and discern God’s 
will.  Topics include marriage enrichment, parenting, and books of the Bible.  We 
are a welcoming group always looking to add one more. This class is facilitated by 
Rev. Kyle Schmidt.   
 
S.W.A.G. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—(6th-12th grades)  Led by Jessica Gomez 
and meets in the Youth Room.  This program is designed to involve youth in 
ministry while answering questions for everyday life. 
 
1st-5th SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Led by Linda Pflug and meets in Room 24 of 
the Education Building. The children will learn many different Bible stories with fun 
activities to grow their knowledge and love of Christ. Curriculum from Awesome 
Adventures. 
 
F.R.O.G. PRE-K—KINDERGARTEN CLASS—This program offers Bible studies, 
crafts, games, and engages children hands-on at a young age preparing them in the 
church as they learn about Christ!  Jill Rice, teacher. 
 
SPROUTS NURSERY  (Infants-3yrs.) - Our nursery is a safe and loving Christian 
environment for your children.  This is a great opportunity for the little ones to be 
involved and learn early about the love of Christ.  Jill Wooden, teacher. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 

 
 

Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays at 10:45am  

 

Apr 2nd -  Glow for God Egg Hunt 

Apr 11th -  Sunday School Kickoff 9am 

Apr 14th - Bible Study 6:30pm 

Apr 18th -  Sprout Your Faith, Pre K & JAM Group Activities 1- 3pm  

Apr 21st - Bible Study 6:30pm 

 

 

 

Middle and High School: 

 
Apr 7th - Swag Youth Group 6-8pm   

(games, activities, snacks & fun socially distanced in Fellowship Hall)  

 

Apr 10th - SWAG Youth Mission Event  

“Faith & Flowers” 

 Join us from 10am-late afternoon as we serve members in our church by 

cleaning up yards & planting flowers! Contact Jessica to sign up!  
 

Apr 11th -  Sunday School Kickoff 9am 

Apr 14th - Bible Study 6:30pm 

 Apr 21st - Bible Study 6:30pm 

 

  

*Other Children & Youth Ministry April dates TBA  
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At Knights of North Castle VBS, your students will enjoy an 

interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time as they go on a 

quest in search of the King’s Armor. They will become Knights 

and discover how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives. 

 

After a high-energy opening assembly time, the Knights make their 

way to the Bible Story Station. Interactive Bible lessons reveal 

Castle Callouts to equip your Knights for an active life with God. 

Your Knights will discover a Banner Verse (Bible memory verse) 

that will remain with them in their faith long after VBS. 

 

The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by 

participating in a variety of activities: making their own art 

projects at the Craft Station, exploring wonders at the Science 

Station, playing games at the Recreation Station, and enjoying 

dinner at the Meal Station.   

Ages 

VBS items people can purchase, 

donate or let the church borrow: 

 

Christmas Trees (any size-borrow) 

Pool Noodles (50) 

Snowflakes-cut out 

Polyester fiberfill bags (lots) 

Blue cellophane 

Medium/large boxes 

Brown paper bags 

Newspaper 

Silver Duck tape (lots) 

Aluminum foil (lots) 

Aluminum trays (lots)  

join the volunteer 

team as we begin the 

quest for the king’s 

armor! 

 

For more information 

or to find out how you 

can help, call  

Jessica Gomez at  

(423) 790-4116,   

or email 

fpcclevelandtn@gmail.com 

and let us know your 

job preference! 
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Anna Melton is the granddaughter of Wade and Marie Melton 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

7:00-Boy Scouts 

6:00-Session/

Zoom 

 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

Newsletter Info  

Due 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

7:00-Boy Scouts 6:00— 

Youth Group  

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

 

 

6:00-Supper 

6:30-Bible Study 

7:30-Adult Choir 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  
 

 

  

Faith & Flowers 

Youth Mission 

Day 

 

 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 

9:00 Sunday 

School Kickoff 
 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 
 

12:30pm  

Kati Brazier  

Baby Shower 

5:30– Eagle Scout 

Board of Review 

 

 

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:00— Worship 

Committee Meeting 

via Zoom 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 

 

 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 

 

1 –3 pm 

Sprout, PreK & Jam 

Event 

6:00– Boy Scout 

Leadership Meeting 

 

 

 

6:00-Supper 

6:30-Bible Study 

7:30-Adult Choir 

 

6:00-Supper 

6:30-Bible Study 

7:30-Adult Choir 

 

7:30— 

Kid’s  

“Glow for God” 

Egg Hunt 

 

6:00— 

Worship 

Committee 

Meeting 

via Zoom 

 


