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March 2021 Newsletter                                                                    

Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
Director of Christian Ed.     Jessica Gomez                        
Director of Music Ministries Joan Smith        
Organist                                         Karen Archer                                            
Administrative Assistant        Ivia Leamon 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: http://www.firstprescleveland.com 

Email: fpcclevelandtn@gmail.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Kevin Gallagher ‘21, Jonathan Pflug ‘21, 
Ed McClintock ‘22, Paul Jones ‘22, Darrell Akins ‘23 
  

Christian Education:  Billy Smith ‘21, Robin McChesney ‘23,  
Jessica Carter ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jennifer Johnson ‘21, Paul  Jones ‘22,  
Darrell Akins ‘23, Jessica Carter ‘23 
  

Fellowship & Service:  Becky Merriman ‘22, Jennifer Johnson ‘21, 
Johnathan Pflug ‘21 
  

Personnel:  Jennifer Johnson ‘21, Ed McClintock  ‘22, Darrell Akins ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Sandy Daigle ‘22, Kevin Gallagher ‘21 
  

Worship:  Billy Smith ‘21, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Ed McClintock ‘22, Paul Jones ‘22  
 

Clerk of Session:  Connie Spencer ‘23 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

 As I thought about what I wanted to share this month, my heart and mind kept returning to the topic 
captivating the media, our minds, and seemingly every facet of society…the COVID epidemic.  Before you turn 
the page, as you think I don’t want to hear anymore, please be patient with me.  I hope this article brings you a 
glimmer of hope and peace in the midst of these trying times.   
 Understatement of the article…Things are not going as we want them in the world today.  We can’t visit 
people as we would like.  We can’t go (safely) where we would like. Some people are acting like they are under 
house arrest, while others are behaving like there is not an epidemic taking place.  These are crazy/unusual times 
that remind me the we are “Not Home Yet.”  As Christians, followers of Christ, how are we to respond/act during 
these tumultuous times?  Should we bury our heads in the sand and say God will take care of it all?  Should we 
live our lives as if nothing has changed, thinking God will take care of it all?   
 When we look to the Bible to find answers and insight we can read the following: Deuteronomy 6:16 says, 
“Do not put the Lord your God to the test….”  We are not to simply think God will protect those that God wants to 
protect.  We should not go out and bungee jump without a rope, or jump out of a plane without a parachute.  
God is not a Genie in a bottle that we can simply beckon to our current wish.  God is God and we are called to be 
worshipful and faithful in all circumstances.   
 In the Gospel of Matthew (6:34) it says, “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own.”  Worrying if we are going to get sick, if we are going to die, 
if we are going to find love, or really worrying about anything is not going to bring the peace that surpasses all 
understanding.  As Proverbs 3:5-6 states, we need to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding;  in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.”  God is a God of love, 
compassion, and a myriad of other amazing qualities, but God will not give us each desire of our (selfish) hearts.  
For many Christians trying to wrap their heads around this concept is challenging.  “If God loves me, why does 
God not give me what I want?”  I can’t help but think of the people that love us the most, or that we love the 
most.  Our parents and spouses don’t give us all our desires, just as we don’t grant each request of our significant 
others and children. Love has limits…financial limits, time limits, and others, but the God of Creation, our God 
knows no limits.  God allowed Jesus to be sacrificed for us.  There truly is no greater Love.  John 15:13 says, 
“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  The commonly known John 3:16 
states, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” 
 In Philippians 4:4-7, Paul writes, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your 
gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 Until we take our last breath and join God in heaven, we are not home yet.  The world will have struggle 
and conflict, but God has overcome the world.  I pray that you find peace in the Giver of Peace (Jesus).  Live life 
knowing that God loves you, even when you don’t feel it.  Your friends and family here at FPC Cleveland also love 
and miss you.  We look forward to being back together again soon.   

—Your Brother in Christ 
Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Not Home Yet 
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"Music, with me has been a side issue," confessed Robert Lowry. 
". . . I would rather preach a gospel sermon to an appreciative 
audience than write a hymn. I have always looked upon myself 
as a preacher and felt a sort of depreciation when I began to be 
known more as a composer." 
 
Whatever his feelings, when Robert Lowry died on this day, 
November 23, 1899, in Plainfield, New Jersey, it was as a 
hymnwriter that he was best known; and that is how he is still 
remembered. 

Robert was born in Philadelphia in 1826. Seventeen years later, 
he became a Baptist. Soon afterward he entered the University of 
Lewisburg (now Bucknell) with the intention of becoming a 

pastor. After graduation, he took a church in West Chester. Over the next 45 years, he 
pastored five churches in Pennsylvania, New York and New Jersey. From 1869 on, he 
pastored while teaching at his alma mater and then serving as its chancellor. 

The stories behind several of Robert's hymns are intriguing. "Christ Arose" came to his mind 
as he was enjoying his devotions one evening. He was impressed by the words of the angel at 
Christ's empty tomb, who said to the frightened women, "He is not here, but is risen!" The 
tune he composed moves from the somber verse to the joyful chorus. 

 

 

Up from the grave He arose,  
With a mighty triumph o'er His foes,  
He arose a Victor from the dark domain,  
And He lives forever,  
with His saints to reign.  
He arose! He arose!  
Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

 

 

Whether he liked it or not, Robert's songs, not his 
sermons, made him famous. 

Dan Graves, MSL 
Submitted by: Linda Graves 

Robert Lowry's “Christ Arose” 
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MARCH WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
 
 
March 7:  Exodus 20:1-17, Psalm 19, Sermon: Do’s and Don’ts 
 
March 14: Numbers 21:4-9, Ephesians 2:1-10, Sermon: (Can’t Get) No Satisfaction 
 
March 21: Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm 51:1-12, Sermon: Have Mercy 
 
March 28: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, Mark 11:1-11, Sermon: Steadfast 

MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Our Worship videos will be available beginning at 6:00am 
on Sundays on our Facebook page and YouTube 

channel.  Worship when best for you.   
 

We thank you for your faithfulness.  To God be all glory! 

Come, let us worship.   

Psalm 95 

We are closely monitoring the numbers and continue to pray that we will be 
able to (safely) be back together again soon.  We are tentatively planning to 
be together in worship on Sundays: March 14, 28, and Easter (April 4th).  

We will continue to circulate updates via the highlights emails, church 
Facebook page, and website.   

Online  March 7th 
In-Person  March 14th 
Online  March 21st 
In-Person  March 28th 

Online giving accepted through our Presbytery: 
https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/donate 

Make sure to:  
“Click to Donate” 

“Local Church” in drop-down menu 
Type "FPC Cleveland” in box 

ONLINE GIVING 
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WEBSITE NEWS  
 

First Presbyterian is revamping our page and hope to have new, fresh site up 
soon. Stay tuned... 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL 

As we consume our journey through Lent, we encourage you to read a Lenten 
devotional at:   https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/lent2021/   

 
We hope you find it to be a spiritually uplifting experience.   

Clancy Henley 1st 
Sandra McClintock 2nd 
Wade Melton 13th 
Jessica Merriman 13th 
Dave Walkup 16th 
Clifford Barnick 18th 
Joe Spencer 19th 
Beth McAmis 26th 
Joyce Vanderpool 28th 

Josh and Julie Melton  11th 
 
Henry and Patsy Smith  21st 
 
Tommy and Jana Strange 23rd 
  

Day 143 (3/1): Psalm 143 
Day 144 (3/2): Psalm 144 
Day 145 (3/3): Psalm 145 
Day 146 (3/4): Psalm 146 

Day 147 (3/5): Psalm 147 
Day 148 (3/6): Psalm 148 
Day 149 (3/7): Psalm 149 
Day 150 (3/8): Psalm 150 

You Did It! 

The truth is that we continue to not know what the future holds.  We 
announce events and make plans hopeful that the end to this epidemic is 

near.  We will continue to make updates via our church Facebook, website, 
and phone-tree mediums.  Thank you for remaining faithful to the church, 

and more importantly to God, in the midst of this time of uneasiness.   
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Moment for Mission  

Hello Church Family! The Evangelism & Missions Committee is excited to present 
a new mission opportunity! Havenplace is a non-profit outreach organization that 
service the at risk and homeless population in Cleveland. Their mission is to reach 
these individuals with the love of Jesus Christ through developing relationships with 
them and providing a safe location for them to gather for activities and events. 
Havenplace accomplishes  their mission by providing meals, snacks, clothing and 
hygiene products to their guest. They also have a variety of games, painting and other 
arts and crafts available for guest to do when they visit. Havenplace has a continual 
need of single serve food/snack/drink products, hygiene items, gently used clothes, 
art supplies and cleaning products. They also are in need of volunteers to provide 
regular meals which are served on Tuesday and Thursday nights. 

 
To support Havenplace we would like First Presbyterian to have one family a 

month commit to providing a meal. This meal can be cooked or bought and would be 
served on the first Thursday of the month beginning in March of 2021. If you would 
like to sign-up to provide a meal please get with Jessica Carter by phone at  
423-331-8678 or email at jessica.r.carter@tn.gov. In addition, we will placing a box in 
the narthex for single serve food items (jello/pudding cups, chips, crackers, Slim Jim’s, 
canned/bottled drinks, easy open canned meals, etc.) and hygiene products (soap, 
shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste/brushes, feminine products, etc.). If you have any 
additional questions about this mission please feel free to contact Jessica Carter. 

mailto:jessica.r.carter@tn.gov
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Originally Published: https://americansongwriter.com/
members/jonlittle/profile/home/ By: Jon Little 
Submitted by: Joan Smith 

From a 19th century Swiss poet to Ukrainian missionaries 
to a singing cowboy, this is the improbable story of one of 
the world’s best-known hymns. 

If you’ve heard two hymns in your life, chances are you’ve 
heard “How Great Thou Art.” In terms of popularity, it’s 
generally considered second only to “Amazing Grace”. 
Covered by everyone from Elvis to Carrie Underwood, the 
beloved hymn didn’t start its life as a song. It began as a 
poem, a Swedish poem at that. 

In 1885, Carl Boberg, a Swedish editor and future 
politician, was walking home in the bayside town 
of Mönsterås, located on Sweden’s south-eastern coast. A 
thunderhead appeared on the horizon. Lightning flashed. 
Thunderclaps shook the air, sending Boberg running for 
shelter. 

When the storm began to relent, he rushed home. He 
opened his windows to let in the fresh bay air, and the 
vision of tranquility that greeted him stirred something 
deep in his soul. The sky had cleared. Thrushes sang, and 
in the distance, the resonant knell of church bells sounded. 
With the juxtaposition between the roaring thunderstorm 
and such bucolic calm as background, Boberg sat down 
and wrote “O Store Gud”—the poem that, through a 
winding series of events would become “How Great Thou 
Art.” 

After being published in a local newspaper, an unknown 
Swede put “O Store Gud” to the tune of a Swedish folk 
song, whose name has also been lost to history. In the late 
1800s several versions were published, but it wasn’t until 
the early 1900s that “O Store Gud,” which translates 
literally to “O Mighty God,” hopped the Swedish border. 

In the first decade of the 20th century the song was 
translated into German. A handful of years later a Russian 
version appeared. The first English language version 
wouldn’t be penned until 1925. But this English iteration, 
translated by the Swedish-American E. Gustav Johnson, is a 
far cry from the song we know today. It took another 
quarter century, a British missionary, and a new translation 
before the song developed into its now recognizable form. 

In the early 1930s, Stuart K. Hine, an English missionary, 
first heard the Russian version of “O Store Gud” while in 
the Ukraine. For years he and his wife sang the song with 
locals before he finally sat down and translated it into 
English. Translation is of course more art than science, and 
Hine took some liberties, most particularly with the title, 
which in 1949 he rechristened “How Great Thou Art.” 

 

Hine published his English translation alongside the 
Russian version in Grace and Peace, a magazine that he 
published and was circulated to missionaries in over 15 
countries. The story of “How Great Thou Art” might have 
ended here, in relative obscurity, were it not for a British-
American theologian traveling to India, a singing cowboy, 
and a popular American evangelist on a self-described 
crusade. 

When J. Edwin Orr, a British-American theologian and 
evangelist, travelled to India in 1954, music was the 
farthest thing from his mind. He was there to preach. But 
while there he heard an English version of “How Great 
Thou Art” sung by a Naga choir from the state of Assam in 
north-eastern India. He was so impressed by the song he 
brought it back to America and had it performed at a 
conference for college students where he was speaking. 

In attendance at that fateful conference were the children 
of Tim Spencer, a singing cowboy and actor who had 
found fame singing in the Sons of the Pioneers alongside 
Bob Nolan and Roy Rogers. At that time, Spencer owned 
Mana Music, Inc, a publisher of Christian music. He quickly 
arranged to buy the rights to the song and then did what 
all good publishers do—he started pushing the song. 

As late as 1954, “How Great Thou Art” remained all but 
unknown in the U.S., but with Mana Music’s backing the 
song eventually landed in the hands of George Beverly 
Shea, famed soloist in Billy Graham’s travelling crusade. 
Graham reportedly loved the song and quickly made it his 
evangelical crusade’s signature song. Given Graham’s 
reach, Shea all but introduced the song to the nation. He 
sang it live on radio, before stadiums filled with thousands 
of people—and during nationally televised events like the 
1957 Madison Square Garden Crusade, which ran for 16 
weeks and was viewed by an estimated 96 million people. 

Then came Elvis. Though Shea and other popular artists 
like Tennessee Ernie Ford and Loretta Lynn recorded 
versions before him, Elvis’s recordings—his more 
restrained studio version from 1967 and his slightly looser 
live version from 1974, both of which earned him 
Grammys—are generally considered the canonical versions 
against which all others are compared. That said, many 
people today think first of Carrie Underwood’s chart-
topping rendition from 2011. 

Regardless of your favorite recording, when we reflect 
upon the various chance encounters and serendipitous 
occurrences that combined to birth “How Great Thou Art” 
and bring it to prominence, it’s hard not to be awed by the 
sheer improbability of it all; fate, dumb luck, God’s grace, 
call it what you will, the path from “O Store Gud” to “How 
Great Thou Art” is nothing if not unlikely. 

Found in Translation: The Improbable Origin of “How Great Thou Art” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%B6nster%C3%A5s
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 

 
 

Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church 10:45am  

 

Mar 7th-  Sprout Your Faith Activities 11 –12 

Pre K & JAM Group 12– 2 pm  

(games, activities, snacks & fun social distanced in Fellowship Hall)   

 

Mar 21st -  Sprout Your Faith Activities 11 –12 

Pre K & JAM Group 12-2pm  

(games, activities, snacks & fun social distanced in Fellowship Hall)   

 

 

Middle and High School: 

 
Mar 3rd-Swag Youth Group 6-8pm   

(games, activities, snacks & fun social distanced in Fellowship Hall)  

 

Mar 9th - SWAG Youth Mission Event  

more details TBA  

 

Mar 17th - Swag Youth Group 6-8pm   

(games, activities, snacks & fun social distanced in Fellowship Hall)  

 

Mar 24th- Swag Youth Group 6-8pm 

(games, activities, snacks & fun social distanced in Fellowship Hall)  

 

  

*Other Children & Youth Ministry March dates TBA  
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The Jelly Bean 
Red is for the blood He gave, 

Green is for the grass He made, 
Yellow is for the sun so bright, 
Orange is for the edge of night, 
Black is for the sins we made, 

White is for the grace He gave, 
Purple is for His hours of sorrow, 

Pink is for our new tomorrow. 
 

May every day be Easter in your heart. 
May the joy you feel on Easter morning be the joy of each day of life. 

 

He is Risen, He is Risen, He is Risen indeed. 
 

Happy Easter. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

7:00-Boy Scouts 

6:00-Session/

Zoom 

 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

 

 

 

Worship Deadline 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

 
 

 

  

9:15-Staff Meeting 

 

 

 

Worship Deadline 

Newsletter Info  

Due 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

7:00-Boy Scouts 

6:00— 

Youth Group  

 

6:00— 

Youth Group  

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 
 

Youth Mission 

Event 
 

  

6:00– Boy Scout 

Leadership Meeting 

 

 

 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 

10:45am 

In-Person Worship 
 

 

All Schools Spring Break 

6:00— 

Youth Group  

 

5:30– Eagle Scout 

Board of Review 

 

 

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

 
 

 

Worship Deadline 

Online Worship 

available at 6am 

 

11:00-Sprout Event 

12:00-PreK & Jam 

Event 

 

Online Worship 

available at 6am 

 

11:00-Sprout Event 

12:00-PreK & Jam 

Event 

Online Worship 

available at 6am 

 

11:00-Sprout Event 

12:00-PreK & Jam 

Event 


