
 

 

  December 2022  Newsletter 

First Presbyterian Church                    
 433 N. Ocoee St.  Cleveland, TN  37311                  phone 423-476-5584 

Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
Director of Christian Ed.     Jessica Gomez  
Coordinator of Church Music Darius Barber                        
Organist                                         Karen Archer                                            
Administrative Assistant        Ivia Leamon 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 
Email: office@firstprescleveland.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Paul Jones ‘22, Ed McClintock ‘22 
  

Christian Education:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Donna Gallagher ‘24,  
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Rachel Merriman ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Rachel Merriman ‘23 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
 

Fellowship & Service:  Paul Jones ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22, 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
  
Personnel:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Ed McClintock ‘22, Connie Spencer ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22 
  

Worship:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Donna Gallagher ‘24, 
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Ed McClintock ‘22 
 

Clerk:  Connie Spencer ‘23 

Every good and 
perfect gift is from 

above, coming down 
from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who 
does not change like 

shifting shadows.  
 

James 1:17 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Music is powerful.  Music has the ability to make 

you think and move your spiritual barometer.  I 

continue sharing with you some songs that have 

influenced or are influencing my life.  These may 

or not be songs that you are familiar with, but I 

ask that you read the lyrics and my commentary.  

I welcome your thoughts or feedback.  
 

Occasionally I am asked to explain God to a non-

believer.  I find myself talking about the roles and 

work of God.  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, Life-

giver...the list goes on.  It is hard to describe God 

in just a few words.  God is love, and loved us so 

much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to earth for us. 

I pray that Jesus might be born anew in your 

heart this Christmas season.  May we all grow in 

our awe of the LORD as we look to deepen our 

relationship.  
  
I pray this song brings a smile to your face and. 

Heart.  As we have done, this will be the final 

song each week of December, prior to service.  I 

look forward to continuing to share more words of 

inspiration in the months to come.  If you haven’t 

heard the song, I encourage you to Google it.  

Blessings! 
 

 Your Brother in Christ, 

 

 -Kyle    

1,000 Names  
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I call You maker 
You give life an eternal spark 
I call You healer 
You can mend any broken heart 
I call You faithful Father 
You finish everything You start 
My soul was made To respond 
 
 
 

 

Chorus 
You are Rock of Ages 
You're the Great I Am 
You are King forever 
The Beginning and the End 
You are Lord and servant 
You're the Son of Man 
You're the Lion of Judah 
You're the risen Lamb 
You're the second Adam 
       Here to lead us on 
           You are Yahweh's glory 
                Now revealed in flesh and bone 
                 You are ocean parter 
                   You will make a way 
                      You are death defeated 
                           You have risen from the grave 
                                You are full of mercy 
                                       You are rich in love 
                                              You are Jesus Messiah 
                                                       The One to come 
 

 Chorus  
 I know You 
 By a thousand names 
 And You deserve every 
 Single one 
 You've given me 
 A million ways 
 To be amazed at      
 What You've done    
 And I am lost in wonder 
 At all You do 
 I know You 
 By a thousand names 
 So I'll sing them back 
 Sing them back 
 Sing them all back to You  

Chorus  
I know You  

by a thousand names 
And You deserve every single one 

You've given me so many ways 
I'm amazed I'm amazed 

 
 

I know You By a thousand names 
And You deserve every 

Single one 
You've given me A million ways 

To be amazed at 
What You've done 

And I am lost in wonder  
At all You do 

I know You By a thousand names 
And I'll sing Them back to You 

Your love is boundless 
Beyond what I could dream 

Your grace is patient 
Cause You're never giving 

up on me 
I call You bondage breaker 
'Cause You're handing out 

the prison keys 
My soul was made yeah 

To be free 

Sean Curran 
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 The study is The Girl's Still Got It by  
best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs. You 

know Ruth’s story. Now meet her in person. 
And prepare to be changed. 

 
Walk with Ruth as she travels from Moab to 

Bethlehem, certain of her calling, 
yet uncertain of her future. Hold Naomi’s 
hand and watch love put the pieces of her 

broken life back together. And hang out with 
Boaz, their kinsman-redeemer, who blesses 

both women and honors God, big time. 
 

With  author Liz Curtis Higgs by our side, 
we’ll tarry in the corners of their homes, 

listen to their conversations, and consider 
every word of every verse until you can say, 
“I totally get the book of Ruth. And I see what 
God is trying to teach me through this rags-to
-riches redemption story—he has a plan for 

my life.” 
 

Girl, does he ever! 
 

Think of it as time travel without gimmicks, 
gizmos, or a DeLorean: a novel approach 

to Bible study that leaps from past to present, 
gleaning timeless truths that will draw 

us nearer to the One who knows us fully, 
loves us completely, and holds us close to 

his heart. 

 
We hope to see you there. 

 
PS. Can't make it on Thursdays but would like to do the study? The book is available on Amazon. 

Presbyterian Women will 
resume meeting on Thursday, 
January 12, 2023 at 10:30 a.m.  

Mark your calendars and please plan to join us for 
fellowship, good eats (after all we are Presbyterian!) and 

a continuation of the study in the book of Ruth.  
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Chrismons 

The word “Chrismon” is a combination of the 
words “Christ” and “monogram”.  The word 
Chrismon has been adopted to refer to special 
Christmas tree ornaments that have been 
developed to display symbols of Christ.  The 
designs of the Chrismons has over the years been 
extended to represent symbols of Christianity.  
All the ornaments are done in white and gold.  In 
1957 Chrismon ornaments were made and 
displayed on a Christmas tree at the Lutheran 
Church of the Ascension in Danville, Virginia.  
Through this church patterns were made 
available, and the idea of having a Chrismon tree 
has spread.  Over the years more ornaments have 
been developed so that now a Chrismon may be a 
monogram, a sign, a symbol, a type, or a 
combination of such figures.  The only 
requirement is that it refer primarily to Christ and 
God. 
  
A  few examples of the symbols used as 
chrismons and found in churches all year long. 
 
The hand represents God the Father. 
Throughout Scripture, the right hand symbolizes 
strength, victory and protection. It also saves. 
“Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things!  His right hand and his holy 
arm have worked salvation for him” (Ps 98:1).  

It is Jesus who sits at the right hand of God the 
Father; it is Jesus who saves us.  The three fingers 
pointing up represent the three persons of the 
Trinity, and the circle around it is called a nimbus. 
In Christmas artwork, Jesus, Mary, Joseph and 
the angels are often portrayed with a nimbus 
around their heads as a sign of sanctity, but 
Jesus’ nimbus contains three rays within it to 
represent deity. 
 
The fish represents Jesus, the Son of God. 
The Greek word for fish is ichthus. In the Greek 
language, it is spelled “IXΘYC.”  These letters are 
an acronym, representing the first letter of five 
Greek words that in English mean “Jesus (I), 
Christ (X), God’s (Θ), Son (Y), Savior (C).” Early 
Christians who were subject to persecution used 
this code to identify themselves to each other. 
  
The dove  represents the Holy Spirit. 
At Jesus’ Baptism, “the Holy Spirit descended on 
him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came 
from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I 
am well pleased’” (Luke 3:22).  The dove is 
pointing downward as a symbol of the Holy Spirit 
descending from heaven to live in us.  Notice 
again the three-rayed nimbus. 
 

By: Linda Gamble 
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DECEMBER WORSHIP READINGS  

 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
 
 

 

December 18: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Matthew 1:18-25, Sermon: Restoration 
 

December 24: Psalm 96; Luke 2:1-14, Sermon: He is almost here!  
 

December 25: Psalm 98; John 1:1-14, Sermon: He is here!  
 

 

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

The Worship stream will start at 10:30 am Sunday, with Worship service starting at 10:45 am.  

At the conclusion of service, the worship video will be available on our Youtube channel.     

 

We thank you for your faithfulness.  To God be all glory! 

  Lucy Schmidt      3rd 

  Owen Kilgore      3rd 

  Stephanie Baker      4th 

  Andrea Kilgore      6th 

  Amy Schmidt      7th 

  Hank Smith, Jr.      7th 

  Katelyn McChesney      10th 

  Don Rollens      10th 

  Jan Stutzman      10th 

  Taylor Wolfe      21st 

  Jonathan Pflug      26th 

  Emily Ridge      30th  

 

Paul & Sherry C. Torp      8th 

Anthony & Kati Brazier      11th 

Jonathan & Linda Pflug      12th 

Wade & Marie Melton      23rd 

Ed & Sandra McClintock      28th 

Blayne & Carolyn Carroll      30th 

Don & Bim Rollens      30th  

Come, let us worship.   
Psalm 95 
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CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

Saturday, December 24th, 5:00pm 
 

Join us on Saturday, December 24th, for our candlelight Christmas 

Eve worship service.  Carols, candles, and the birth of Jesus will all 

be shared.  Invite a friend or family member to join us.   

CHRISTMAS  CANTATA  

 

Sunday, December 18th  

During Worship Service  

 

“Christmas is a Birthday” 
 

Presented by the First Presbyterian Church Choir 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS BINGO & GAME NIGHT 

Join us for fun games & prizes!  

December 14th at 6:00pm  
Food will be provided!   

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE  

On December 25th we will be having Christmas service.  There will not be 

Sunday school, however, we encourage kids to come in Christmas pajamas and 

have a special “Happy Birthday, Jesus” celebration for Children’s Church!  
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Read the Bible with FPC: I would like to invite the church to join me on a 

reading of the Bible (again) in 2023.  Have you ever closed your Bible and 

thought, “What did I just read?”  Or maybe you've tried to read through the 

Bible in a year, but quit when it felt confusing or impersonal?  Are you one 

of the many who has read through the book of Genesis approximately 20 

times, but hasn't read anything beyond that?  The Bible Recap is here to 

help!  It’s a short daily podcast (~8 minutes) hosted by Tara-Leigh 

Cobble.  She will highlight and summarize that day’s Bible reading in 

a casual, easy to understand way.  The Bible Recap will not only help you 

read scripture but help you love reading it!  Each day you’ll read the 

assigned reading, then tune in to The Bible Recap each day after you've 

finished reading!  

 

NOTE:  Please do not buy a print Chronological Bible; it will likely be laid 

out differently than our reading plan. All you need is a regular Bible. 

 

Check out this link for detailed info:  

http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start  
 

Here is an invitation to start on January 1st with me:  

https://bible.com/p/55162570/37ddb3df850d3a4c04960657af812799  

 

Last year I started about three months early, and finished about the same. 

This year I am going to wait and start on January 1st and stay as close to 

the outlined plan as possible.  There is always something to discover, 

learn, and reflect upon when reading through the Bible, especially as a 

church. With many people having “Smart” phones today you can utilize a 

Bible app and Podcast app to help keep you on track.  Please let me know 

if you have any questions...I will give periodic updates and words of 

encouragement.  

~Rev. Kyle 

http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start
https://bible.com/p/55162570/37ddb3df850d3a4c04960657af812799
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WE ARE STILL COLLECTING PULL TABS AND CANS 

Pop tabs, the little rings on top of many 

cans, are not only very easy to collect, but 

they teach people of all ages about 

philanthropy and provide awareness about 

the mission of the Ronald McDonald House. 

When you make a donation, you are giving the 

gift of togetherness during trying times to 

families with ill children.  Even though it costs 

$66.00 per night to house a family, RMHC of 

Greater Chattanooga allows families in need to 

stay with us at no cost.  Your support will ensure 

that the Ronald McDonald House® will always 

be a place where ill children and their families 

can set aside some of their worries, at least for 

a little while.  

….and while you are pulling those  tabs 

Save Those Cans 
For the boy scouts! 
A bin will  be placed in the Narthex for the 

collection of your cans.  These will be donated to 

our local Boy Scout chapter.  

 

When you help the Boy Scouts you are supporting  

your friends and neighbors.  These kids are active 

are very active in our community in a program that 

helps develop wonderful values while having lots 

of fun learning and experiencing new things.  
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From Galaxy Music Notes 
Submitted by: Linda Gamble 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR EVERY AGE 
9:30-10:30 Sunday mornings 

C. I. A. CLASS—“Christians in Action” is led by Joe Spencer and meets in the Education Building.  

This is a Christian topical study class that is discussion oriented about current issues and how they 

relate to your personal faith.  They offer a flexible, fun learning environment and invite all ages to 

join.  This class is facilitated by Joe Spencer.   

 

YOUNG ADULTS—This class focuses on living a Faith Filled Life.  This class is facilitated Wayne 

Carter and meets in the Remembrance Room.  

 

FELLOWSHIP HALL FOLLOWERS—Sunday School in the Bible—To go along with the Read the 
Bible with FPC program, Rev. Kyle Schmidt will be facilitating a Sunday school class that meets in the 

Gibson Fellowship Hall to discuss the past weeks readings.  Whether you have read the assigned 

materials or not, you are invited to join us on a journey towards Jesus.  

 

S.W.A.G. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—(6th-12th grades)  Youth Room.  This program is designed to 

involve youth in ministry while answering questions for everyday life and growing their own personal 

faith in Christ. This class is facilitated by Jessica Gomez. 

 

1st-5th SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Meeting in Room 24 of the Education Building.  Your child will 

learn many different Bible stories with fun activities to grow their knowledge and love of Christ.  This 

class is facilitated by Linda Pflug.   

 

F.R.O.G. PRE-K—KINDERGARTEN CLASS—This program offers Bible studies, crafts, games, and 

engages children hands-on at a young age preparing them in the church as they learn about Christ! 

This class is facilitated by Jill Rice. 

 

SPROUTS NURSERY  (Infants-3yrs.)—Our nursery is a safe and loving Christian environment for 

“Sprouting Faith” in your children.  This is a great opportunity for the little ones to be involved and 

learn early about the love of Christ.  This class is facilitated by Madison Martin. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

Newsletter Info Due 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

5:30pm Kid’s Choir 

6:00pm Dinner 
6:45pm Studies 

7:30pm Adult Choir 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am  
“Christmas is a 
Birthday” Cantata 

10:45am Worship 

5:30pm Kid’s Choir 

 
 

 

 

6:45pm Studies 
7:30pm Adult Choir 

Office Closed 

5:00pm 

Office Closed 

6:00– Dinner 

Private Event 

Private Event 

6:00pm  
Moravian Service 


