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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

 
Music is powerful. Music has the ability to make you think and move your spiritual barometer. I continue sharing with 
you some songs that have influenced or are influencing my life. These may or not be songs that you are familiar with, 
but I ask that you read the lyrics and my commentary. I welcome your thoughts or feedback.  
 
Could you share about Jesus to a friend? To a person at the store? To a neighbor or person you met on the street?  
 

 

Jesus changes lives. We, sharing Jesus with others, have the ability to change lives. Jesus makes a difference in my 
life, your life, and the lives of others. Tell people about Jesus.  
 
I look forward to continuing to share more words of inspiration in the months to come.  If you haven’t heard the song, 
I encourage you to Google it.  Blessings!  
   

—Your Brother in Christ 
Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

My Jesus 

Are you past the point of weary? 

Is your burden weighin' heavy? 

Is it all too much to carry? 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

Do you feel that empty feeling? 

'Cause shame's done all its stealin' 

And you're desperate for some healin' 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

 

He makes a way where there ain't no way 

Rises up from an empty grave 

Ain't no sinner that He can't save 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

His love is strong and His grace is free 

And the good news is I know that He 

Can do for you what He's done for me 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

And let my Jesus change your life 

 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah, Amen 

Amen 

Who can wipe away the tears 

From broken dreams and wasted years 

And tell the past to disappear? Oh 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

And all the wrong turns that you would 

Go and undo if you could 

Who can work it all for your good 

Let me tell you about my Jesus 

 

He makes a way where there ain't no way 

Rises up from an empty grave 

Ain't no sinner that He can't save 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

His love is strong and His grace is free 

And the good news is I know that He 

Can do for you what He's done for me 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

And let my Jesus change your life 

 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah, Amen 

Amen, Amen 

Who would take my cross to Calvary? 

Pay the price for all my guilty? 

Who would care that much about me? 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus, oh 

He makes a way where there ain't no way 

Rises up from an empty grave 

Ain't no sinner that He can't save 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

 

His love is strong and His grace is free 

And the good news is I know that He 

Can do for you what He's done for me 

Let me tell you 'bout my Jesus 

And let my Jesus change your life 

 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah, amen 

Amen 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Let my Jesus change your life 

My Jesus by Anne Wilson  
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Back in the day, contemporary 
Christian music was birthed  as a result 
of the Jesus movement revival in the 
19??’s, well let’s just say before Kyle 
was born.  One of my favorite artists is 
Amy Grant.  I checked a poll and out of 
100 other people or groups she was 
ranked the fourth favorite Christian 

artist of all time.  I was sad when Pat Boone wasn’t even on the 
list, but I’m happy for Amy. Enjoy! 

-Joan Smith,  
 Coordinator of Church Music 

 
Amy Grant was born on 
November 25, 1960, in 
Augusta, Georgia. She grew 
up in Nashville, Tennessee, 
in a close-knit, religious 
family. It was in church that 
Grant was exposed to the 
hymns and Christian 
stories that would 
influence her work. 
 
As a teenager, Grant taught 
herself how to play guitar 
and worked part-time at a 
recording studio. She made 
a tape of her music for her 
parents, which had been 
discovered by a producer 
with Word Records. This 

led to a recording contract, and her first album was released in 
1977. The self-titled album was a big success in the world of 
Christian music. With her unique style, Grant charted new territory. 
She fused elements of existing genres of gospel, hymns, and Jesus 
music—which used rock music to convey Christian teachings—to 
create a fresh, new sound, not heard before. Her songs are often 
deeply personal as well as reflecting her spiritual faith. 
 
Grant continued recording and performing throughout high school 
and college. After a couple of years at Furman University, she 
transferred but eventually dropped out of Vanderbilt University to 
pursue her career full-time. Grant met songwriter Gary Chapman 
while making My Father’s Eyes (1979) and he joined her on tour as 
her opening act for the album Never Alone (1980). The couple 
married in 1982. That same year, she released Age to Age, which 
received numerous critical accolades. It won a Grammy Award for 
Best Gospel Performance—Grant’s first. She also earned several 
Dove Awards from the Gospel Music Association (GMA), including 
for Performer of the Year. 
 
Amy Grant has built a long, successful career on music that matters. 
She helped to bring contemporary Christian music to the forefront 
of American culture, the Nashville native gained a reputation for 
creating potent songs that examined life’s complexities with an 
open heart and keen eye. She became the first artist in Christian 
music to have a platinum record and went on to become a 
crossover sensation, her musical gifts transcending genre 
boundaries to make her a household name. 
 

Grant went through a time of personal upheaval in the late 1990s. 
Her pain was apparent on 1997’s Behind the Eyes. The usually 
upbeat Grant seemed more maudlin this time around on such 
tracks as “Cry a River,” “Missing You” and “The Feeling I Had.” Not 
long after this album, news of Grant’s impending divorce from her 
husband of 16 years broke. 
 
Grant ended the 1990s by branching out professionally, acting in 
the 1999 television movie A Song from the Heart, in which she 
played a blind music teacher. She also made other changes in her 
life around this time. She married Vince Gill in 2000, and a year 
later, the couple had a daughter together named Corrina Grant Gill. 
Corrina is Grant’s fourth child; she has three children from her first 
marriage: Matthew Garrison, Gloria Mills “Millie” and Sarah Cannon. 
Since marrying, Grant and Gill have continued to work together on 
a number of projects. Gill acted as a producer on her 2002 Legacy 
Hymns & Faith album and the couple sang a duet entitled 
“Beautiful” on 2003’s Simple Things. 
 
She’s earned six Grammy Awards and numerous Gospel Music 
Association Dove Awards as well as three multi-platinum albums, 
six platinum albums and four gold albums. She’s achieved 10 Top 
40 pop singles and placed 17 hits on the Top 40 Adult 
Contemporary chart as well as scoring numerous hits on the 
contemporary Christian charts. A longtime and active Nashville 
resident, Grant is as well known for her philanthropy as her music. 
She and husband, Vince Gill, are tireless in their efforts to aid 
worthy causes. 
 

 
  
In June 2020, Grant had open-heart surgery to fix a condition called 
partial anomalous pulmonary venous return (PAPVR), which she's 
had since birth. "The only way I can explain my experience would be 
to ask you to imagine a non-runner who was signed up for a 
marathon. I didn’t want it, but I had to have it anyway," she wrote on 
Instagram. 
 
In Nashville, TN on November 2, 2021 - Six-time Grammy-
winner Amy Grant was officially inducted into The Nashville 
Songwriters Hall of Fameas the Classes of 2020 and 2021 were 
officially honored during NaSHOF's supersized 50th and 51st 
Anniversary Hall of Fame Gala. To honor her induction, Grant's 
husband Vince Gill took the stage to perform her song "Breath of 
Heaven.” 
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The Circle 

Traditional wreaths are in the form of a 
circle. This circle has numerous meanings, 
both to Christians and non-Christians 
alike: 

 The eternal presence of God, with no 
beginning and no end 

 The cycle of the seasons, from spring 
to winter and eventually to spring again 

 The hope of life renewing itself 

 The hope of eternal life through Christ, 
the Savior 

 The unending love of God 

Origins and Meaning of the Christmas Wreath 

The Christmas wreath is a beautiful decoration full of religious symbolism from various 
cultures. It denotes the spiritual belief in life everlasting and the rebirth of the spirit. To 
Christians, it is a way of professing the miracle birth of the Christ child. 

The traditional Christmas 
colors of red and green also 
have symbolic meaning.  

 Green represents the life 
and growth. For Christians, 
it stands for the eternal life 
of the soul.  

 Red signifies the blood 
Christ shed on the cross. 

Materials in the Wreath 

The early wreaths were made out of several evergreen materials. The evergreens in 
general represent continuity and survival through difficult times. Each evergreen used, 
however, also has a meaning: 
 

 Holly represents the crown of thorns that 
Christ wore at the Crucifixion 

 Pine, holly and yew symbolize eternal life 

 Cedar stands for healing 

 Laurel represents the conquest over pain 
and suffering 

 Pine cones, seeds, and nuts represent birth 
and rebirth 

Colors 

https://christmas.lovetoknow.com/Artificial_Christmas_Wreath
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Advent Wreath Meaning 

The Advent wreath was adapted from the Germanic custom of the tabletop wreath. It has 
become a popular custom in several Christian denominations, originating with the 
Lutheran church and adopted by the Catholic, Episcopal, and Anglican churches. 

Candle Colors of Advent Wreaths 

Advent wreath are a part of our celebration. Advent wreaths usually consist of an 
evergreen circle, three purple candles, one rose candle and one white candle (center of 
wreath). Some people forego the white candle, opting only for four candles. The purple 
and pink candles represent the four weeks before Christmas, called Advent and the white 
candle represents the Birth of Christ. A Bible verse is usually read and a short prayer 
follows. 
 The lighting of the Advent wreath candles reminds that Christ is the Light of the world. 

 The color purple advent wreath candles symbolizes reverence and prayer. 

 The white candle represents the purity of Christ and the Virgin Birth. 

Wreath on Door Meaning 

There are several ancient customs of hanging a wreath on the front door. For example, 
Ancient Greeks left a wreath on their lover's door as a token of devotion. According to the 
Windsor Garden Club, hanging a wreath on the door of your home has ancient roots 
throughout Europe. Harvest wreaths were common and consider sacred symbols of 
preparation for harsh winter months. 

Fun Facts About Wreaths 

From door wreaths to the religious Advent wreaths, there are many meanings and symbols tied 
to the use of wreaths. Each one has specific meanings to various cultures. 

 In ancient times, wreaths were given as prized gifts. 

 The Advent wreath represents the anticipation of the coming of the Christ child. 

 Pagan rituals often included a type of wreath that represented the current season. 

 In colonial days, American colonists used evergreens to fashion wreaths and decorated with 
harvest crops. 

 Herbal wreaths were used to ward off evil and diseases. 

 Ancient Romans wore wreaths made of specific greenery or flowers to signify their social 
status. 

 Wreaths were often given as gifts for weddings, births and to signify/celebrate other life 
events. 

 Rosemary wreaths were often worn by brides as symbols of their love, symbol of her 
previous life circling into her new life and everlasting love. 

https://candles.lovetoknow.com/Advent_Candle_Meaning
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Presbyterian Women will meet 
again on Thursday, December 11th 

at 10:30 a.m.  

 
 

 The study is The Girl's Still Got It by  
best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs. You know Ruth’s story. 

Now meet her in person. And prepare to be changed. 
 

Walk with Ruth as she travels from Moab to Bethlehem, 
certain of her calling, yet uncertain of her future. Hold 

Naomi’s hand and watch love put the pieces of her 
broken life back together. And hang out with Boaz, their 
kinsman-redeemer, who blesses both women and honors 

God, big time. 
 

With  author Liz Curtis Higgs by our side, we’ll tarry in the 
corners of their homes, listen to their conversations, and 
consider every word of every verse until you can say, “I 

totally get the book of Ruth. And I see what God is trying to 
teach me through this rags-to-riches redemption story—he 

has a plan for my life.” 
 

Girl, does he ever! 
 

Think of it as time travel without gimmicks, gizmos, or a 
DeLorean: a novel approach to Bible study that leaps from 

past to present, gleaning timeless truths that will draw 
us nearer to the One who knows us fully, loves us completely, 

and holds us close to his heart. 

 
We hope to see you there. 

 
PS. Can't make it on Thursdays but would like to do the study? The book is available on Amazon. 

Mark your calendars and please plan to join us for 
fellowship, good eats (after all we are Presbyterian!) and 

our study in the book of Ruth.  
 

This month we will be meeting 
at the home of: 

 
Becky Merriman 

668 Baugh Springs Road 
McDonald, TN 37353 
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For going on two years now, we have contributed donations to provide comfort bags to 
children at Tennova Hospital in Cleveland, TN.  This project was started by our Director 
of Christian Education, Jessica Gomez, and has been very successful at positively 
impacting our community.  Church members provide either donated supplies or money, 
and the bags are put together by Jessica along with our children and youth. Other 
churches have also begun to join our efforts. 

Kid’s 

Comfort 

Bags  
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DECEMBER WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
  

December 5: Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6, Sermon: Preparation  
 

December 12: Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18, Sermon: Jumping for Joy  
 

December 19: Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:39-55, Sermon: Magnificent Love  
 

December 24: Christmas Eve Service, Sermon: Break Through 
 

December 26: Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52, Sermon: Who Are You Wearing? 
  

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

The Worship stream will start at 10:30 am Sunday, with Worship service 

starting at 10:45 am.  At the conclusion of service, the worship video will be 

available on our Youtube channel.     

 

We thank you for your faithfulness.  To God be all glory! 

Come, let us worship.   
Psalm 95 

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

Friday, December 24th, 5:00pm 
 

Join us on Friday, December 24th, for our candlelight Christmas Eve 

worship service.  Carols, candles, and the birth of Jesus will all be 

shared.  Invite a friend or family member to join us.   
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 Lucy Schmidt 3rd 

 Owen Kilgore 3rd 

 Stephanie Baker 4th 

 Andrea Kilgore 6th 

 Amy Schmidt 7th 

 Hank Smith, Jr. 7th 

 Katelyn McChesney 10th 

 Don Rollens 10th 

 Jan Stutzman 10th 

 Taylor Wolfe 21st 

 Jonathan Pflug 26th 

 Emily Ridge 30th 

 

Paul & Sherry C. Torp 8th 

Anthony & Kati Brazier 11th 

Jonathan & Linda Pflug 12th 

Tom & Jeanie Cloud 17th 

Wade & Marie Melton 23rd 

Ed & Sandra McClintock 28th 

Blayne & Carolyn Carroll 30th 

Don & Bim Rollens 30th 

 

Sending out Christmas cards can quickly get expensive and the stress of 

choosing who gets them and not can be overwhelming.  With this in 

mind, FPC will be providing an electronic delivery of submitted 

Christmas cards or family pictures for your church family to 

enjoy.  Please email Ivia at office@firstprescleveland.com or drop one 

off at the church. 
  

We will collect cards/pictures and send them out to the congregation 

right before Christmas. We will also display the actual cards just outside 

the church office.  Hope to see yours!  
 

Please send in your cards by December 21st  

SEND US YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS! 

Wednesday, December 8th, 5:30pm - 7:30pm 
 

Join us for some holiday fun and come decorate a pre-made 

gingerbread house! $5 to purchase a house & decorating tools 

supplied. 
 

A special holiday meal will be prepared by Becky Merriman  

GINGERBREAD HOUSE COMPETITION 

Friday, December 17th, 6:30pm 

 

Let’s experience Cleveland’s holiday lights together!  

We’ll meet at the church and then caravan together to different 

Christmas light displays.  

FAMILY CHRISTMAS LIGHTS OUTING  
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December 12th  

Kid’s Christmas Party  

12:00pm - 2:00pm 

(Toddler - Elementary) 

Stay after church for lunch & 

fun festive activities!!!  

 

 

December 19th  

Children’s Church Party 

10:45am  

During service kids will have 

their own holiday fun!  

 

 

December 17th  

Christmas Lights Trip 

6:30pm  

Families will meet at the 

church and then follow each 

other or carpool to different 

light displays.  

 

December 24th  

Christmas Eve Service 

5:00pm  

Kids will participate in a live 

nativity during the program 

and sing!  

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL: 

*Other Children & Youth Ministry December dates TBA  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

December 5th  
Youth at Signature Nursing Home    

2:00pm 

Christmas crafts & bingo!  

Very limited spots! 

Sign-up with Jessica! 
 

December 15th  
Youth Christmas Night  

5:30-7:30pm  

Movie, ornaments & hot chocolate 
 

December 10th  
Youth Christmas Party 

6:00pm - 10:00pm 

Lots of fun & festive activities 

planned for the holiday! 

 

December 19th  
Youth Sunday School Party 

9:30am 

Youth will bring a food to share and 

join in some activities. 

Save The Date!  
Youth Summit High-School Retreat 2022  

Holston Presbytery Camp (NC) 

Feb 25-27th  

Activity: Skiing  

(More details to come)  
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Youth Thanksgiving Mission Day!  
 

Our youth group spent Saturday, November 20th, visiting members of our church to help with different 

projects around their homes! We had a blast and are SO proud of how hard the youth worked! They 

really poured a lot of energy into making things look good! We raked yards and a lot of leaves, blew 

off driveways, cleaned up tree branches, fixed a tv, made Christmas ornaments and enjoyed lots of 

yummy snacks from our sweet members! We love our group and are proud of their servant hearts!  
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Parents Night Out!  
We had a blast spending Friday evening, November 19th, with the kids while the parents enjoyed date 

nights! Dinner, snacks, lots of fun “turkey” themed group games, 3 crafts, more play time and ended 

with the Grinch movie! A huge thank you to all our youth volunteers for spending their Friday helping 

and loving on the kids we appreciate you! It was so much fun! So thankful to make these memories! 
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Our Traditional Church Thanksgiving Breakfast! 
Thank you to ALL the volunteers for all your hard work to make such an amazing meal!  

On November 21st, everyone enjoyed food and fellowship. Together it was the perfect way to kick 

off Thanksgiving week! We were full as turkeys!  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

9:30am 
Sunday School 
 

10:45am  
Worship & 

Kid’s Christmas 

Party 

Newsletter Info Due 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

9:30am 
Sunday School 
 

10:45am 
Worship 
 

Office Closed 

9:30am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am Worship 
 

 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

9:30am 
Sunday School & 
Youth & Kid’s 
Sunday School 
Christmas Party 
 
 

10:45am Worship 
 

6:00– Dinner 
 

7:30-Adult Choir 

6:00– Dinner 
 

7:30-Adult Choir 

7:30-Adult Choir 

6:00pm 

7:30-Adult Choir 

5:00pm 

Private Event 

Private Event 

6:30–  
 5:30-7:30 

Youth 

Christmas 

Night 

6:00pm 
Worship 
Committee 
Meeting Via 
Zoom 

10:30am 
Presbyterian 
Women, FH 
 
 

6:00pm 
Worship 
Committee 
Meeting Via 
Zoom 
 

5:30– Eagle Scout 
Board of Review 

 


