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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Music is powerful.  Music has the ability to 

make you think and move your spiritual 

barometer.  I continue sharing with you some 

songs that have influenced or are influencing 

my life.  These may or not be songs that you 

are familiar with, but I ask that you read the 

lyrics and my commentary.  I welcome your 

thoughts or feedback.  
 

As the colors outside change and the 

temperatures fall, I am reminded that God is 

the Creator of all the beauty around us.  Do 

we celebrate the light?  Do we acknowledge 

God as the Lord of Heaven and Earth?  I 

know that some of you out there. 
  
I pray this song brings a smile to your face 

and. Heart.  As we have done, this will be the 

final song each week of October, prior to 

service.  I look forward to continuing to share 

more words of inspiration in the months to 

come.  If you haven’t heard the song, I 

encourage you to Google it.  Blessings! 
 

 Your Brother in Christ, 

 

 -Kyle  

  

God of Wonders 



 

 

The universe declares Your majesty (You are holy)  

You are holy (yes you are), holy (holy You are)  

Holy (Jesus saves), holy  

Lord of all creation  

Lord of water, earth and sky  

The heavens are your Tabernacle  

Glory to the Lord on high  

 
 

 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy  

You are holy, holy  

The universe declares Your majesty  

You are holy, holy  

 
Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth  
Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth  
Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth  

The God of wonders beyond our galaxy (You)  
You are holy, holy  

Precious Lord, reveal Your heart to me  
Father, holy, holy (Lord God Almighty)  

And God of wonders beyond our galaxy  
You are holy, holy  
The universe declares Your majesty  
You are holy, holy  
Lord of heaven and earth  
Lord of heaven and earth  

So early in the morning  

I will celebrate the light  

As I stumble in the darkness  

I will call your name by night  

Lord of heaven and earth 

Lord of heaven and earth 

Lord of heaven and earth 

Lord of heaven and earth 

Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth  

Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth  

Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth  

Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth  

Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth  

Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth .  



 

 

Regarding Stewardship Sunday 
 

My name is Benny Daigle and, together with Carolyn Hendrix, serve our church as 
Treasurer.  Sunday, October 30th was Stewardship Sunday.  This is the day we ask our 
membership to indicate how much financial support they can pledge for the following year’s 
Operating Budget and Building Fund. 
 
You should have received our Stewardship letter along with a pledge card.  If you did not, 
there are extra letters and pledge cards in the Sanctuary and Narthex.  Your completed 
pledge card can be dropped it into a future offering or mailed to the church office. 
 
But Stewardship is more than financial support.  As we all know, Stewardship includes 
volunteering your talents and your time to the Christian mission of First Presbyterian 
Church.  I have a feeling that Darius Barber would welcome more voices into our choir.  I 
have a feeling that our Worship Committee would welcome more ushers to assist in greeting 
those attending our worship services and gathering the offering.  We have a need for 
volunteers to help with our online streaming service.  If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact our Pastor who will put you in contact with the right committee. 
 
And thank you very much for the generous financial support you have provided to our 
church this year.  We have plans for 2023 that include fair wages for our staff, support of 
various missions, various building maintenance projects, and programs such as Vacation 
Bible School and Family Camp.  Please support as you are able. 
 
In closing, I would like to point out an anniversary our congregation should have recently 
celebrated.  Mounted to the front of the Sanctuary, above the entryway, is a date:   
October 22, 1858.  This is the date our Sanctuary was dedicated and our congregation began 
to meet in this building to worship God and celebrate the gift of his son Jesus Christ.  This 
building has survived 164 years.  Through the Civil War, World War I, the Great Depression, 
World War II, and various pandemics including the one we are dealing with today. 
 
How was this possible? 
 
Through the Stewardship and Commitment of congregations  
that preceded us. 
 
How will it continue to survive and thrive? 
 
Through the Stewardship and Commitment of our congregation as we 
strive to share the Good News with Cleveland, TN and Bradley County. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Darius Barber was born and raised in Cleveland, TN until the ninth 
grade.  At that time, he moved to Athens, Georgia where he 
continued his education and graduated from Athens High School.  
After graduation, Darius returned to Cleveland to attend Lee 
University.  He graduated from Lee with a bachelor’s in music 
education.  He began working in the Hamilton County School 
system as a chorus and general music teacher.  Later he transferred 
to the Cleveland City Schools to work as a chorus and music 
teacher for two years.  He returned to the Hamilton County School 
system to work.  This school year (2022-23) he is at Brainerd High 
School as a chorus and general music teacher. 
 

In 2012, Darius became the FPC coordinator of music.  He 
continued that position until 2016, when he resigned to spend more 
time with his growing family.  Darius and his wife, Christin (Chris), 
have three children (Brahms, Deloria and Selah).  

 
Darius is continuing his education and has received a master’s in education from Liberty University. 
Currently, he is pursuing a doctorate in music education at Liberty.  

 
Over the years, Darius has been involved in FPC children’s activities, including vacation bible 
school, Joy School, children’s church and Wednesday evening children’s activities.  He says he helps 
Jessica (Gomez) as needed. 

 
  

First Presbyterian Church of Cleveland  
Welcomes Darius Barber back as the Coordinator of Church Music. 

DARIUS BARBER 

Welcome, Darius. We are so happy to have you back! 
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 The study is The Girl's Still Got It by  
best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs. You 

know Ruth’s story. Now meet her in person. 
And prepare to be changed. 

 
Walk with Ruth as she travels from Moab to 

Bethlehem, certain of her calling, 
yet uncertain of her future. Hold Naomi’s 
hand and watch love put the pieces of her 

broken life back together. And hang out with 
Boaz, their kinsman-redeemer, who blesses 

both women and honors God, big time. 
 

With  author Liz Curtis Higgs by our side, 
we’ll tarry in the corners of their homes, 

listen to their conversations, and consider 
every word of every verse until you can say, 
“I totally get the book of Ruth. And I see what 
God is trying to teach me through this rags-to
-riches redemption story—he has a plan for 

my life.” 
 

Girl, does he ever! 
 

Think of it as time travel without gimmicks, 
gizmos, or a DeLorean: a novel approach 

to Bible study that leaps from past to present, 
gleaning timeless truths that will draw 

us nearer to the One who knows us fully, 
loves us completely, and holds us close to 

his heart. 

 
We hope to see you there. 

 
PS. Can't make it on Thursdays but would like to do the study? The book is available on Amazon. 

Presbyterian Women will 
resume meeting on Thursday, 
November 10th at 10:30 a.m.  

Mark your calendars and please plan to join us for 
fellowship, good eats (after all we are Presbyterian!) and 

a continuation of the study in the book of Ruth.  



 

 

The Spirit as a Dove 

I receive two morning devotions by email 
each morning.  One is from Max Lucado  
and it's my favorite.  Last month my 
devotions were focused on the Holy Spirit 
and I would like to share one with you. 
 
The Holy Spirit works within each of us 
daily and I just really liked this explanation 
of the spirit and the Trinity.  I pray it will 
speak to you as it did to me. 
 
“When He had been baptized, Jesus…saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting upon Him” (Matthew 3:16 
NKJV). 
 
The Holy Spirit is depicted in many 
different forms in Scripture.  But here at 
the coronation of Christ, the Spirit chose 
to descend gently as a dove.  Why?  Well 
part of the answer might lie in the 
maternal tenderness of the Holy Spirit.  
In biblical times the dove was a feminine 
symbol, and the Hebrew word for spirit 
was feminine. 
There are occasions when we need a 
father’s strength, and God, our Father, 
provides it.  There are occasions when we 
need the friendship of a brother, and 
Jesus, our spiritual sibling, offers it.  Yet 
there are many times in which our spirits 
are troubled and anxious.  We long for the 
tranquil assurance of a loving mother.   
For this we turn to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Read more Help Is Here 

By: Linda Gamble 

https://maxlucado.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bed511e434184985961d50fcb&id=586bae57a6&e=198f3743f8


 

 

Sunday, November 6th, we will honor the friends and family who 
have gone before us with an All Saints’ service.  
 
All Saints’ Day is a time to rejoice in all who through the ages 
have faithfully served the Lord.  The day reminds us that we are 
part of one continuing, living communion of saints.  It is a time to 
claim our kinship with the “glorious company of apostles … the 
noble fellowship of prophets … the white-robed army of martyrs”. 
It is a time to express our gratitude for all who in ages of darkness 
kept the faith, for those who have take the gospel to the ends of 
the earth, for prophetic voices who have called the church to be 
faithful in life and service, for all who have witnessed to God’s 
justice and peace in every nation.   
 
To rejoice with all the faithful of every generation expands our 
awareness of a great company of witnesses above and around us 
like a cloud (Hebrews 12:1).  
 
It lifts us out of a preoccupation with our own immediate situation 
and the discouragements of the present. In the knowledge that 
others have persevered, we are encouraged to endure against all 
odds (Hebrews 12:1-2).  Reminded that God was with the faithful 
of the past, we are reassured that God is with us today, moving us 
and all creation toward God’s end in time.  
 
This service will include a time for you to name the Saints who 
have joined our Creator in heaven. May we all find comfort in the 
loving arms of Jesus.  



 

 



 

 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
 
 

November 6: Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14, Sermon: Praise the Pillars  
 

November 13: Psalm 66:1-12; 2 Timothy 2:8-15, Sermon: Prepare 
 

November 20: Jeremiah 31:27-34; Luke 18:1-8, Sermon: Strength in Jesus  
 

November 27: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14, Sermon: Our Time  
 

WORSHIP SERVICE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

We are looking for some additional folks to serve as ushers on Sunday 

mornings.  A smiling face, with a welcoming personality, and the ability to 

complete some simple tasks are all that are required.   

Contact Rev. Kyle Schmidt or Dr. Blayne Carroll for more information.  

 

Jeff Johnson  1st 

Danielle Kazy  5th 

Julie Melton  5th 

Dominic Barnick  6th 

Tom Whitsitt  9th 

Nancy Sellers  11th 

Jami Smith  11th 

Rebecca McGrath  17th 

John Spencer  24th 

April Kelly  25th 

 

 

Emily and Michael Ridge 3rd 

 

Jonathan and Rhonda Merriman 22nd 

 

Norm and Sue Partain 26th 

Come, let us worship.   
Psalm 95 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP READINGS  



 

 

  

Wednesday, November 16th  

Following Service  
 

Time to Decorate! 
 

When hung for Advent, the symbolism of evergreens 

points to the unending life of the age to come when 

Christ returns, the dead are raised, and the righteous 

enter life in the new creation.   

 

We will be “hanging our greens” after service on 

Wednesday, November 16th  

 

We are in need of a few folks to bring some boxes and wreaths up from the 

basement following worship on 11/13.  This should take 10-15 minutes.   

Please let Kyle know if you are able and willing to help.   

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Wednesday, November 30th  

5:30pm - 7:30pm  
 

Let's enjoy a time of fellowship and yummy soup! 
 

The Fellowship Committee will be providing several 

different soups, bread and salad this night to warm our 

bellies while we paint.  So make sure to save the date 

for this special night!   

 

Canvas and Paint will be provided.  However, since the 

Haven Place is now closed, donations for future supplies  

will be greatly appreciated.  

HOLIDAY PAINT NIGHT 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
 

NOVEMBER 6th 
 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back before going to bed! 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS  



 

 

We continue our fall church programming on Wednesday nights. We have programming for 

all ages. We have listed a simple schedule below: 

 

 Children’s Choir: 5:30-6:00 

Dinner: 6:00-(potluck/covered dish) 

  Programs for Children and Adults: 6:30-7:15 

 Program for Youth: 6:45-8:00 

 Adult Choir: 7:30-8:30 

 

 

 

We will have a two-part series on prayer  

November 2nd and 9th.  The study begins at 

6:30 pm.  Cover dish meal precedes at 6:00pm.  

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

(November 19th -  Christmas on the Square 12pm) 
 

December 3rd - Downtown Christmas Parade 6pm 

 

December 4th - Moravian Church Service 6pm  

& 

Youth Group Mission Event  

“Christmas @ The Nursing Home”  

12:00pm lunch, 1:30pm event.  

 

December 7th - Christmas Cookie Party 5:30-7:30pm 

 

December 14th - Christmas Game Night 6pm  

(last Wednesday night) 

 

December 18th - Youth Group Sunday School Party 

9:30am & Christmas Children’s Church Party 

 

December 24th - Christmas Eve Service 5pm 

 

December 25th - Christmas Service (no Sunday school) 

Kids can come in their Christmas pajamas and have a special 

“Happy Birthday, Jesus!” celebration for Children’s Church!  

DATES TO KNOW IN DECEMBER 



 

 

Need an evening 

Without 
The kids? 
First Presbyterian Church 

is hosting a 

Friday, November 18th  
 5:30-8:30PM 

Pre-k to 5th Grade FPC Kids Only 
433 North Ocoee Street, Cleveland TN 37311 

Please contact Jessica Gomez for questions or to book your spot. 



 

 

Operation Christmas Child  
 
The Evangelism & Mission Committee of FPC 
have decided to embark upon a long standing 
ministry.  Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is a 
ministry of Samaritan’s Purse 
(www.samaritanspurse.org).  Click here to go 
directly to the OCC site where you can get ideas, 
information, and much more.   
 

Sunday, November 20th will be the final day to 
drop supplies or completed shoeboxes to our church during worship.  
 

Please let Pastor Kyle or Jessica Carter know if you have any questions.  
We look forward to continuing and growing this ministry for years to come.  

Keep a lookout in our Highlights for the lists below. 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org


 

 

Celebrate the Season 
with a  

We are now taking orders for Christmas! 
Help decorate the Sanctuary in honor of 

or memory of a loved one or friend.  
 

$7 PER PLANT 
 

Please contact the church office by November 16th to 
place your order . 



 

 

Moravian Love Feast”  Service 
In the life of the early Christian Church, the “agape meal” was 
looked upon as a witness to the bond of Christian unity.  Rich and 
poor, widows and orphans, ordinary people, master and slave met 
together as equals, sharing in a common meal.  It was a time of 
rich blessing. 
 
The town of Old Salem, North Carolina was founded in 1766.  Its 
roots stretch back to 15th–century Czechoslovakia and a reformer 
by the name of John Hus. In 1457, Hus and a group of his 
followers founded the Unitas Fratrum – the Union of Brethren – 
and became the earliest Protestant reformers. Soon however, Hus 
and his followers gave up hope of overall church reform and 
sought their own peace away from Roman authority. 
 
The Moravians sailed to America with three clear purposes. First, 
they were devoted to mission work among the natives. Secondly, 
they sought to spread their faith to the other settlers in the 

colony.  Their third purpose was a practical one: the Moravians were devoted to a system of common work for the 
common goal of supporting their missionary interests. 
 
The first Moravian settlement in Georgia was short-lived. They then traveled to Pennsylvania, where they founded the 
city of Bethlehem. The Pennsylvania settlements were a great success, so much so that they caught the attention of 
Earl Granville, owner of a vast tract of Carolina land who was looking for reliable settlers.  At Granville’s invitation, 
the Moravians founded a small colony in the Carolina wilderness and called it Salem, meaning “peace,” dedicated “to 
God and the service of our fellow man.” 
 
The Moravian way of life in Salem was structured and disciplined, but also peaceful and content.  While some settlers 
were farmers, Salem was, from the beginning, a center for crafts and trades. 
The purpose of their community was to support the church’s mission 
program. 
 
This focus on community provided Salem’s craftspeople with a constant 
and shared motivation.  They flourished, transforming their simple 
missionary settlement into a center for crafts, from woodworking to 
carriage-making and bookbinding. Salem also produced America’s first 
symphony orchestras and her first composers. Music was a vital part of 
Moravian religious and social life and the same motive drove the musicians 
as well as the craftspeople. 
 

Our worship service on December 4th is a festival of 
worship during Advent and a tribute to a group of early 
Americans who devoted their lives to spreading the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  It is a tradition celebrated in the 
Moravian Church and has been a part of First 
Presbyterian’s worship for over 25 years.  It is a 
celebration of worship that reminds us yet again of the 
grace and mercy found in the Christ child, Jesus, our 
Lord and Savior. 



 

 

 

From Galaxy Music Notes 
Submitted by: Linda Gamble 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR EVERY AGE 
9:30-10:30 Sunday mornings 

C. I. A. CLASS—“Christians in Action” is led by Joe Spencer and meets in the 

Education Building.  This is a Christian topical study class that is discussion oriented 

about current issues and how they relate to your personal faith.  They offer a flexible, 

fun learning environment and invite all ages to join.  This class is facilitated by Joe 

Spencer.   

 

YOUNG ADULTS—This class focuses on living a Faith Filled Life. This class is 

facilitated Wayne Carter and meets in the Remembrance Room.  

 

S.W.A.G. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—(6th-12th grades)  Youth Room.  This program 

is designed to involve youth in ministry while answering questions for everyday life 

and growing their own personal faith in Christ. This class is facilitated by Jessica 

Gomez. 

 

1st-5th SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Meeting in Room 24 of the Education Building.  

Your child will learn many different Bible stories with fun activities to grow their 

knowledge and love of Christ. This class is facilitated by Linda Pflug.   

 

F.R.O.G. PRE-K—KINDERGARTEN CLASS—This program offers Bible studies, 

crafts, games, and engages children hands-on at a young age preparing them in the 

church as they learn about Christ! This class is facilitated by Jill Rice. 

 

SPROUTS NURSERY  (Infants-3yrs.)—Our nursery is a safe and loving Christian 

environment for “Sprouting Faith” in your children.  This is a great opportunity for the 

little ones to be involved and learn early about the love of Christ.  This class is 

facilitated by Madison Martin. 



 

 

*Other Children & Youth Ministry November dates TBA  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

November 18th  

Parent’s Night Out 

FPC Fellowship Hall 

5:30pm to 8:30pm  

Toddler through Elementary ages  

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL: 
 

November 8th  
Youth “Friendsgiving”  

5:30pm-7:30pm 

Youth join us as we cook dinner together  

& enjoy some table games!  
 

November 15th  
“The Lord’s Chicken” Bible Study  

6:00pm @Chick-Fil-A 

Dinner, devotion & fellowship!   
 

November 19th  
Youth Mission & Fun Day 

All Day Event  

Youth are invited to join us as we share Jesus‘ love with 

some members of our church and then enjoy a fun 

activity after!  

November 20th  

Kid’s Children’s Church Party 

5:30pm - 7:30pm  

Stencils and Pizza provided 



 

 

Kids/Youth Food & Snack Pantry 
 

Walmart gift cards  
Little Caesar pizza gift cards  
Money donations 
Goldfish  
Teddy grahams  
Fruit snack gummy’s 
Animal crackers  
Box of individual (variety) chip 
bags  
Cheese crackers  
Kids juice boxes/capri suns  
Soda drink cans  
Candy 

Help support our children 
and Youth’s ministries by 
feeding Our kids that are 

continually telling us that 
they are hungry.  

 

They are bottomless pits.  
 

Please help, like Seriously. 

For he satisfies the thirsty and fills 
the hungry with good things. 

Psalm 107:9 



 

 

WE ARE STILL COLLECTING PULL TABS AND CANS 

Pop tabs, the little rings on top of many 

cans, are not only very easy to collect, but 

they teach people of all ages about 

philanthropy and provide awareness about 

the mission of the Ronald McDonald House. 

When you make a donation, you are giving the 

gift of togetherness during trying times to 

families with ill children. Even though it costs 

$66.00 per night to house a family, RMHC of 

Greater Chattanooga allows families in need to 

stay with us at no cost. Your support will ensure 

that the Ronald McDonald House® will always 

be a place where ill children and their families 

can set aside some of their worries, at least for 

a little while.  

….and while you are pulling those  tabs 

Save Those Cans 
For the boy scouts! 
A bin will  be placed in the Narthex for the 

collection of your cans. These will be donated to 

our local Boy Scout chapter.  

 

When you help the Boy Scouts you are supporting  

your friends and neighbors. These kids are active 

are very active in our community in a program that 

helps develop wonderful values while having lots 

of fun learning and experiencing new things.  
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

Newsletter Info Due 
9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

5:30pm Kid’s Choir 

6:00pm Dinner 
6:30pm Studies 

7:30pm Adult Choir 

6:00pm 
Session Meeting 
in Fellowship 
Hall 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 
 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

No Programs 

Holiday Paint Night 

5:30-7:30pm  

5:30pm Kid’s Choir 

6:00pm Dinner 
6:30pm Studies 

7:30pm Adult Choir 

5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Office Closed 

5:30-7:30  

 

Private Event 

Fellowship Hall 

10:30am 

Presbyterian Women  
5:00pm 

Worship Committee  

6:00 

B&G Committee  

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

10:00am  
Presbytery Meeting 

6:30pm Scouts 

 

6:00pm Youth 

5:30pm Kid’s Choir 

6:00pm Dinner 
6:30pm Studies 

7:30pm Adult Choir 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 

Downtown  
Christmas Tree  

Lighting 
12:00pm 

 

Youth  
Mission Day 

9:15am–  
Thanksgiving 
Breakfast 
 

10:45am Worship 
 

 

10:45am- 
Children’s Church 
Party 
 

Hanging of 

the Greens 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    
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