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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

 Music is powerful.  Music has the ability to make you think and move your spiritual barometer.  I continue 
sharing with you some songs that have influenced or are influencing my life.  These may or not be songs that you are 
familiar with, but I ask that you read the lyrics and my commentary.  I welcome your thoughts or feedback.  
 
 Sometimes songs tell stories, inviting us to think about moments in time.  The song I share this month could 
be a song about my life.  Don’t get bogged down in the words…just talk to Jesus and listen for the Holy Spirit 
speaking to your life.  
 

Talking to Jesus by Elevation Worship and Maverick City Worship  

 We all have different stories…different events that have led us to this point.  Some were raised in the church, 
while others came to faith later in life.  Don’t be intimidated, but have reverence for our LORD.  I’ll remind you…You 
are loved!  Just talk to Jesus.  I look forward to continuing to share more words of inspiration in the months to come.  
If you haven’t heard the song, I encourage you to Google it.  Blessings!  
   

—Your Brother in Christ 
Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Talking to Jesus 

Grandma used to pray out loud 
By her bed every night 

To me, it sounded like mumbling 
Like she was out of her mind 

She said, "Boy, this kind of praying 
Is what saved my life 

You outta try it some time" 
And now I know she was right 

 
She was talking to Jesus 
She was talking to Jesus 

She'd been talking to Jesus 
For all of her life 

 
Mama used to drag me to church 

Sunday mornings and  
Wednesday nights 

Khaki pants and a polo shirt 
Boy, I put up a fight 

She said, "Son, one day you'll thank 
me for having God in your life" 
And yeah I know she was right 

Yeah my mama was right 
 

‘Cause now I'm talking to Jesus 
She got me talking to Jesus 
She got me talking to Jesus 
Yeah my mama was right 

 
'Cause now I'm talking to Jesus 

Yeah I love talking to Jesus 
And I'll be talking to Jesus 

For the rest of my life 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus 

Don't you know 
What a friend we have in Jesus 

Oh-oh-oh, what a friend we have 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus 

Oh-oh-oh 
 

I've got 3 of my own now 
Trying to raise them up right 

My oldest is fifteen 
And I remember what that was like 

Trying to deal with the drama 
Trying to figure out  
the questions in life 

And I've been looking for a way to 
show him how to make it alright 

 
Then He walked in my room 

While I was saying my prayers the 
other night 

He said, "I'll come back later 
I can tell you got a lot on your mind" 

I said it's not an interruption 
You couldn't have picked a better time 

'Cause I was just talking to Jesus 
Come over and give it a try 

 
We started talking to Jesus 
We started talking to Jesus 
We started talking to Jesus 

Oh-oh-oh 
And now He's talking to Jesus 

Thank God He's talking to Jesus 
I hope He's talking to Jesus 
For the rest of his life, yeah 

What a friend we have in Jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus 

Oh-oh-oh, what a friend we have 
What a friend we have in Jesus  

(aren't you glad we have a friend?)  
What a friend we have in Jesus  

(none more thankful, none more true) 
What a friend we have in Jesus 

Oh-oh-oh 
 

There's no wrong way to do it 
There's no bad time to start 
It don't have to sound pretty 

Just tell Him what's on your heart 
'Cause it's not a religion 

'Cause it's more like a friendship 
Just talk to your Father 

Like you are his kid 
 

Just start talking to Jesus 
Just start talking to Jesus 

You can talk to Jesus 
Oh, whenever you like 

 
Just start talking to Jesus 
Just start talking to Jesus 
Just keep talking to Jesus 
For the rest of your life 

Oh, just talk, oh-oh 
Just talk, just talk, just talk to Jesus 

 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus 

Oh-oh-oh, what a friend we have 

 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus  

(so faithful, so true) 
What a friend we have in Jesus 

Oh-oh-oh, oh 
Oh-oh, oh-oh, oh-oh 

Oh the cross, too much for words 
Just let it out, let it out,  

let it out right now 
Let it out, let it out, let it out,  

let it out right now 
Let it out, let it out, let it out 

 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus 

Oh-oh-oh,  
He's so close, He's so close 

 
What a friend we have in Jesus  

(yeah, He's right in front of you) 
What a friend we have in Jesus  

(just talk to Jesus) 
What a friend we have in Jesus 

Oh-oh-oh, what a friend 
What a friend we have in Jesus  

(just keep talking to Jesus) 
What a friend we have in Jesus  

(just keep talking to Jesus) 
What a friend we have in Jesus  

(just keep talking to Jesus) 
Oh  
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Contemporary Christian Music had 
been around awhile when Steven 
Curtis Chapman came on the 
scene, but what an impact he has 
made on the world!  As you will 
read. he has won more Dove 
awards than any other artist in 
history.  But, he is SO MUCH more 

than a singer/songwriter.  I hope this will cause you to 
want to know more about him and the Big God he/we 
serve(s). We’re just going to hit on some highlights, so 
please google him to see more! 

-Joan Smith,  
 Coordinator of Church Music 

 
Steven Curtis Chapman 
is an American 
contemporary Christian 
music singer, songwriter, 
record producer, actor, 
author, and social activist. 
  
Chapman began his career 
in the late 1980s as a 
songwriter and performer 
of contemporary Christian 
music and has since been 
recognized as the most 
awarded artist in Christian 
music, releasing over 25 
albums. He has also won 
five Grammy awards and 
59 Gospel Music 
Association Dove Awards, more than any other artist in 
history. His seven "Artist of the Year" Dove Awards are 
also an industry record. As of 2014, Chapman has sold 
more than 10 million albums and has 10 RIAA-certified 
Gold or Platinum albums.  
 
Chapman is also a vocal advocate for adoption along with 
his wife Mary Beth. They started a charity organization 
called Show Hope (formerly called Shaohannah's Hope) 
which mobilizes individuals and communities to care for 
orphans through its international orphan care work, as 
well as offering adoption grants to help put orphans in 
families. In 2009, Show Hope finished building Maria's 
Big House of Hope, a medical center in China that 
provides care to orphans with special needs.  
 
Chapman was recognized in the Fall 2010 issue of Wood 
& Steel discussing the new Taylor 714 Signature Series 
guitar in honor of his youngest daughter Maria Sue. The 
guitar features the flower from Maria's picture and the 
word "SEE" on the 12th fret in Maria's handwriting. In 
2003, Chapman starred in the Christian film Christmas 
Child.  
 
Steven Curtis Chapman was born to Judy and Herb 
Chapman in Paducah, Kentucky, on November 21, 1962. 
Chapman's father is a guitar teacher in Paducah, and 
young Steven and older brother Herb Jr. grew up playing 
the guitar and singing.  

 
Upon finishing high school, Chapman enrolled as a pre-
med student at Georgetown College in Kentucky. After 
several semesters he transferred to Anderson College in 
Indiana, but soon dropped out and went to Nashville to 
pursue a career in music. While in Nashville he briefly 
attended Belmont University. He began working a music 
show at Opryland USA while dedicating time to 
songwriting. 
 
On April 20, 2008, Chapman was awarded a star on 
Nashville's Walk of Fame for his contributions in Christian 
music. On November 3, 2009, Chapman released his 
seventeenth album Beauty Will Rise. Many of the songs 
from this album are inspired by the death of his daughter, 
Maria Sue. He claims that the songs on the album are his 
"personal psalms". Chapman, his wife and two sons each 
got a tattoo of the flower that Maria drew before her 
untimely death.  
 
Chapman is a devout Christian and is married to Mary 
Beth Chapman (née Chapman). The couple met in the 
early 1980s at Anderson University in Anderson, Indiana, 
and married in the fall of 1984. 
 
The couple currently live in Franklin, Tennessee, and 
have three biological children, Emily Elizabeth, Caleb 
Stevenson, and Will Franklin. They also have three 
daughters that they adopted from China. Shaohannah 
Hope Yan, Stevey Joy Ru and Maria Sue Chunxi. (Maria 
passed away in 2008 as the result of a tragic accident.)  
 
Together, Chapman and his wife have written three 
children's books with adoption themes (2006). Chapman's 
modern fairytale, Cinderella: The Love of a Daddy and 
His Princess (2008) chronicles and celebrates the 
blessings of childhood, family, love, and life. Together 
with minister Scotty Smith, Chapman has authored two 
books for the adult inspirational market: Speechless 
(1999), and Restoring Broken Things (2005). Chapman's 
song "All About Love" has been featured in commercials 
for the Fox television show Celebrity Duets  In 2016, he 
released the memoir Between Heaven and the Real 
World: My Story. 

continued on next page 
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Death of Maria Sue Chunxi Chapman 
Maria Sue Chunxi Chapman died from her injuries 
and blood loss in a driveway accident on May 21, 
2008. The accident happened eight days after 
Maria's 5th birthday. Will Franklin was pulling into 
the driveway of their house after he auditioned for 
a musical at school and Maria Sue was running to 
meet him so she could ask Will to put her on the 
monkey bars. They didn't see each other in time 
and Will accidentally ran over Maria. Maria was 
life flighted via air medical services to Vanderbilt 
Children's Hospital. The paramedics tried to save 
Maria on the way to the hospital, but they couldn't. 
Maria was pronounced dead on arrival. At the 
time of Maria's death, the Chapman family was 
preparing to celebrate Caleb's high school 
graduation from Christ Presbyterian Academy and 
Emily's engagement just hours before the 
accident.  
 
During the memorial service for Maria, the family 
expressed their faith in God and their love for one 
another.  
 
After Maria's accident, the Chapman family spoke 
publicly about their loss and the role that faith 
played in their healing. They have appeared on 
Good Morning America, Larry King Live, in 
People, The 700 Club, and Huckabee. Maria was 
buried in the flower girl dress that she was 
planning to wear to Emily's October wedding. The 
family put Maria's ballet shoes, her favorite doll, 
letters from her brothers and sisters, and other 
personal mementos to Maria in her coffin. During 
the funeral service, Will kept Maria's security 
blanket around his shoulders. Maria Sue is buried 
in Williamson Memorial Gardens in Franklin, 
Tennessee. Chapman's subsequent album, 
Beauty Will Rise, focuses on Maria's death and its 
aftermath. Chapman almost quit his singing 
career due to Maria's death and he nearly chose 
to never sing "Cinderella" again, but soon realized 
that Maria would have wanted him to continue 
singing and to honor her memory by singing 
"Cinderella". An investigation of Maria's death was 
performed by the Tennessee Highway Patrol. It 
was ruled as a tragic accident and no charges 
were filed. In November 2009, a year after Maria 
died, Chapman performed at a special concert at 
Harvest Christian Fellowship. Greg Laurie, the 
pastor of Harvest, suffered the loss of his own 
son, Christopher Laurie, just months after 
Chapman's loss. Chapman performed several 
songs from Beauty Will Rise. 

 
 

 

Since Maria's unexpected death, Mary Beth Chapman has written and released a book about the death of her 
daughter called Choosing to SEE: A Journey of Struggle and Hope. Steven and Mary Beth eventually honored 
Maria's memory by opening Maria's Big House of Hope.  
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How do you study God’s word? 
 
I get a morning devotional from Bible Gateway each morning and I want to share one that I received 
last week that gave me a lot of food for thought. I have highlighted the part that has really stuck with 
me. I hope that you give this some thought also. 

 
How do I study God’s Word? (Hebrews 5:11–6:3) 
The Bible is unlike any other narrative. It is God’s story chock-full of amazing depth and application for 
our lives. Jesus reminds us that the condition of our heart is important when we hear or read God’s 
Word. If we are open and receptive to God’s words, they will take root in our lives and transform us. 
 
But how does our heart open up to God in order to be receptive to his words? Jesus told his disciples 
that after he returned to heaven, the Holy Spirit would come to reside in them and to remind them of 
everything he had said. This same Spirit lives in all believers today. 
 
The desired outcome of studying God’s truth is transformation. It guides us along a path of maturity in 
Christ. We get into the Bible and the Bible turns around and gets into us and changes us for the good. 
(See Hebrews 5:11-6:3 ). 
 
Key Verse 
For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  
(Hebrews 4:12) 
 
Key Idea 
We study the Bible to know God and his truth and to find direction for our daily life. 

Key application: What difference does this make in the way I live? 
We regularly read and study God’s Word. We come to see that studying God’s Word in community with 
other believers is of great value. We align our lives to the Bible because we believe it is from God. 
 
Consider this: 
What if for one week you exchanged your mobile phone for your Bible? Anywhere you normally 
take your phone, you take your Bible instead. Anytime you normally look at your phone, you 
look at God’s Word instead. The time you spend calling, texting, and browsing online with your 
phone is traded for time reading Scripture. If you normally place your phone next to you at a 
business meeting or by your plate at dinnertime, you now put your Bible there. What difference 
would this exchange make in your life in just one week? Whose life would be impacted? This 
line of questions is not intended to trigger guilt, but rather to inspire us to increase our 
engagement with the one instrument that can truly change not only our lives but the lives of 
those around us. 

Taken from NIV Believe 
Submitted by: Linda Gamble 

https://link.biblegateway.com/click/25333727.34700/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmlibGVnYXRld2F5LmNvbS9wYXNzYWdlLz9zZWFyY2g9SGViLjUuMTEtSGViLjYuMw/600ec6ff55d79e0cbb65ef53B6a5dbdee


 

 6 www.firstprescleveland.com  |             www.facebook.com/firstprescleveland 

 

 
 

 The study is The Girl's Still Got It by  
best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs. You 

know Ruth’s story. Now meet her in person. 
And prepare to be changed. 

 
Walk with Ruth as she travels from Moab to 

Bethlehem, certain of her calling, 
yet uncertain of her future. Hold Naomi’s 
hand and watch love put the pieces of her 

broken life back together. And hang out with 
Boaz, their kinsman-redeemer, who blesses 

both women and honors God, big time. 
 

With  author Liz Curtis Higgs by our side, 
we’ll tarry in the corners of their homes, 

listen to their conversations, and consider 
every word of every verse until you can say, 
“I totally get the book of Ruth. And I see what 
God is trying to teach me through this rags-to
-riches redemption story—he has a plan for 

my life.” 
 

Girl, does he ever! 
 

Think of it as time travel without gimmicks, 
gizmos, or a DeLorean: a novel approach 

to Bible study that leaps from past to present, 
gleaning timeless truths that will draw 

us nearer to the One who knows us fully, 
loves us completely, and holds us close to 

his heart. 

 
We hope to see you there. 

 
PS. Can't make it on Thursdays but would like to do the study? The book is available on Amazon. 

Presbyterian Women will 
resume meeting on Thursday, 
November 11th at 10:30 a.m.  

Mark your calendars and please plan to join us for 
fellowship, good eats (after all we are Presbyterian!) and 
a study in the book of Ruth. We will start the first chapter 

in November so please join us and bring a friend! 
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First Presbyterian is a proud supporter of The Caring Place in Cleveland, TN. 
Their mission is to provide access to the basic resources and opportunities 

our neighbors need. 
 

 At The Caring Place they CARE by meeting needs with love as they: 
Connect, Advocate, Restore, Empower and Equip. Their desire is to partner 

with others in the community to make lasting, positive change.  
 
 
 

First Presbyterian supports The Caring Place’s 
mission by providing donations of non-perishable 
foods, clothing, and household items. There is a 
blue shopping cart placed in the narthex for any 
donations congregation members would like to 
contribute. In addition, the Missions Committee will 
be planning a day where we will go and volunteer in 
the near future. If you’d like to learn more about 
The Caring Place you can visit their website at 
thecaringplaceonline.org.  
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
  
 
 November 7:  Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Mark 12:38-44, Sermon: Sacrifice 
 

 November 14:  1 Samuel 2:1-10; Mark 13:1-8, Sermon: Sitting 
 

 November 21:  Psalm 132:1-12; John 18:33-37, Sermon: Titanic 
 

 November 28:  Guest Preacher: Benny Daigle, Sermon: Gratitude 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

The Worship stream will start at 10:30 am Sunday, with Worship service 
starting at 10:45 am.  At the conclusion of service, the worship video will be 

available on our Youtube channel.     
 

We thank you for your faithfulness.  To God be all glory! 

Come, let us worship.   
Psalm 95 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

 

We continue our fall church programming on Wednesday nights. We have 
programming for all ages. We have listed a simple schedule below: 

 
 Dinner: 6:00-(potluck/covered dish) 
 Children’s Choir: 6:30-6:45 
 Programs for Children and Adults: 6:45-7:30 
 Program for Youth: 6:45-8:00 
 Adult Choir: 7:30-8:30 
 
The adults will conclude our discussion of the book Being 
Presbyterian in the Bible Belt: A Theological Survival Guide for 
Youth, Parents, & Other Confused Presbyterians. This month we 
will look at: “Why Don’t You Repent in Dust and Ashes?”, and “Who’s 
in Charge?” Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt  is helping us 
articulate our faith and respond to these questions from a mainline 
point of view. This is a discussion-based class and a great chance to 
bond with one another.  
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Jeff Johnson  1st 

Danielle Kazy  5th 

Julie Melton  5th 

Dominic Barnick  6th 

Tom Whitsitt  9th 

Nancy Sellers  11th 

Jami Smith  11th 

Rebecca McGrath  17th 

John Spencer  24th 

April Kelly  25th 

 

Emily and Michael Ridge 3rd 

 

Jonathan and Rhonda Merriman 22nd 

 

Norm and Sue Partain 26th 

SCHMIDT FALL FELLOWSHIP  

Sunday, November 7th, 4:00pm - 6:00pm 
 

Let's enjoy a time of fellowship that includes soups, snacks, 

games and most importantly love for all who attend.  There is 

limited seating so please bring your chairs!  

 

Rev. Kyle and Amy Schmidt 

1709 Weston Hills Dr NW 

Cleveland, TN  37312 

 

The College and Careers Sunday School class would like to share that they 

have just completed a great series on the Book of Daniel using RightNow 

Media. They will begin a new 5 week series called “Race and the Gospel” 

by Bryan Loritts. Followed by Advent by J.D. Greear.  

 

Now is a great time to join this class! 

COLLEGE AND CAREERS - Sunday School Update  

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
 

NOVEMBER 7th 
 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back before going to bed! 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR EVERY AGE 
9:30-10:30 Sunday mornings 

C. I. A. CLASS—“Christians in Action” is led by Joe Spencer and meets in the Education 
Building.  This is a Christian topical study class that is discussion oriented about current 
issues and how they relate to your personal faith.  They offer a flexible, fun learning 
environment and invite all ages to join.   
 
FELLOWSHIP HALL FOLLOWERS— Join us as we strive to become better followers of 
Jesus.  We utilize media and discussion to try and discern God’s will.  Topics include marriage 
enrichment, parenting, and books of the Bible.  We are a welcoming group always looking to 
add one more.  This class is facilitated by Rev. Kyle Schmidt.   
 
COLLEGE AND CAREERS— This class will focus on Living a Faith Filled Life.  
 Teacher: Wayne Carter 

Curriculum: Right Now Media 
 
S.W.A.G. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—(6th-12th grades)  Youth Room.  This program is 
designed to involve youth in ministry while answering questions for everyday life and growing 
their own personal faith in Christ. 

Teacher: Jessica Gomez 
Curriculum: Inspire 

 
1st-5th SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Meeting in Room 24 of the Education Building.  Your 
child will learn many different Bible stories with fun activities to grow their knowledge and 
love of Christ.  

Teacher: Linda Pflug 
Curriculum: Awesome Adventures 

 
F.R.O.G. PRE-K—KINDERGARTEN CLASS—This program offers Bible studies, crafts, 
games, and engages children hands-on at a young age preparing them in the church as they 
learn about Christ!  

Teacher: Jill Rice  
Curriculum: God Made Me Special 

 
SPROUTS NURSERY  (Infants-3yrs.) - Our nursery is a safe and loving Christian 
environment for “Sprouting Faith” in your children.  This is a great opportunity for the little 
ones to be involved and learn early about the love of Christ.   

Teacher: Jill Wooden 
Curriculum: Play through the Bible: A Toddler’s Introduction to God’s Story 
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November 17th  

Kid’s Mission Project  

6:00pm 

Special Food Provided 

 

 

  

November 19th  

Parent’s Night Out 

FPC Fellowship Hall 

5:30pm to 8:30pm  

Toddler through Elementary ages  

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL: 
 

November 9th  
Youth Dinner 5:30pm-7:30pm 

Youth join us as we cook dinner together  

& enjoy some table games!  
 

November 17th  
Youth Mission Project  

6:30pm  

Special Food Provided 
 

November 20th  

Youth Mission Day 

All Day Event  

 

*Other Children & Youth Ministry November dates TBA  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

November 20th  

Kid’s Children’s Church Party 

5:30pm - 7:30pm  

Stencils and Pizza provided 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     
Gingerbread House Contest- December 1st 

Community Christmas Parade– December 4th 
Moravian Service– December 5th 

Christmas Bingo Night– December 8th 
SWAG Christmas Party- December 10th 
Kids Christmas Party– December 12th 

Kid’s Christmas Lights Trip– December 15th 
Christmas Eve Service - December 24th 

What’s Happening... 

5:30– Eagle Scout 

Board of Review 

 

 
6:00–  

Session Meeting  

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts 

 

 

6:00– Boy Scout 

Leadership Meeting 

 

 

10:30am 
Presbyterian 
Women, FH 
 
6:00pm 
Worship 
Committee 
Meeting Via Zoom 

6:00– Dinner 

6:30–  

Children’s Choir 

6:45– Bible Studies 

7:30-Adult Choir 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
 

10:45am Worship 
 

All Saints Sunday 
9:30am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am Worship 

Newsletter Info Due 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

5:30pm - 8:30pm 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
 

10:45am Worship 
 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

6:00– Dinner 

6:30–  

Children’s Choir 

6:45– Bible Studies 

7:30-Adult Choir 

5:30-7:30  

Youth Dinner 
4:00-6:00  

Schmidt 

Fellowship 

6:00pm 

Youth/Kids  

Mission Projects 

& 

Hanging 

of the 

Greens 

Private Event 

Fellowship Hall 

Youth Mission 

Day 

9:15am–  
Thanksgiving 
Breakfast 
 

10:45am- 
Children’s 
Church Party 
 

10:45am Worship 

Office Closed No Wednesday 

Night Programs 


