
 

 

  October 2022  Newsletter 

Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
Director of Christian Ed.     Jessica Gomez  
Coordinator of Church Music Darius Barber                        
Organist                                         Karen Archer                                            
Administrative Assistant        Ivia Leamon 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 
Email: office@firstprescleveland.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Paul Jones ‘22, Ed McClintock ‘22 
  

Christian Education:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Donna Gallagher ‘24,  
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Rachel Merriman ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Rachel Merriman ‘23 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
 

Fellowship & Service:  Paul Jones ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22, 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
  
Personnel:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Ed McClintock ‘22, Connie Spencer ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22 
  

Worship:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Donna Gallagher ‘24, 
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Ed McClintock ‘22 
 

Clerk:  Connie Spencer ‘23 

keep on praying 

Be patient 

Rejoice 

in our confident hope. 

in trouble, and 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Music is powerful.  Music has the ability to make you think and 

move your spiritual barometer.  I continue sharing with you 

some songs that have influenced or are influencing my life.  

These may or not be songs that you are familiar with, but I ask 

that you read the lyrics and my commentary.  I welcome your 

thoughts or feedback.  
 

I realize that the saying “Different strokes, for different folks” 

rings true. The same song can bring one to tears and 

seemingly annoy another. The first time I can recall hearing 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing was at a youth retreat. 

As the singer played the guitar and shared the message I 

began to wonder what prompted the writing of this beloved 

hymn? I was captured by the words and the raw disclosure of 

the writer's heartfelt prayer to be ever-tethered to the Lord. 

Each stanza of this popular song conveys both praise and 

deep prayer in being captured by God’s goodness and grace 

despite the heart’s proneness to wander. The story told within 

this well-known hymn holds many beautiful truths for us still 

today. 
 

As a believer I understand that mercy never ceases. God’s 

love never changes, I later learned that an Ebenezer was a 

stack of stones that marked/signified an interaction or altar 

with/to God. Jesus sought us all when we were sinful 

strangers and continues to desire a strengthened relationship 

with each of us. We are all prone to wander and walk away 

from God’s love and desires for us. All we can offer the LORD 

is our hearts, and pray that He seal it for our remaining time.  
 

I pray this song brings a smile to your face and. Heart. As we 

have done, this will be the final song each week of October, 

prior to service. I look forward to continuing to share more 

words of inspiration in the months to come.  If you haven’t 

heard the song, I encourage you to Google it.  Blessings! 
 

 Your Brother in Christ, 

 

 -Kyle    

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
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Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,  

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;  

Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  

Call for songs of loudest praise.  

Teach me some melodious sonnet,  

Sung by flaming tongues above;  

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,  

Mount of God's unchanging love!  

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer,  

Hither by Thy help I'm come;  

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,  

Safely to arrive at home.  

Jesus sought me when a stranger,  

Wandering from the fold of God;  

He, to rescue me from danger,  

Interposed his precious blood.  

 

O to grace how great a debtor  

Daily I'm constrained to be!  

Let that grace now, like a fetter,  

Bind my wandering heart to Thee:  

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  

Prone to leave the God I love;  

Here's my heart, O take and seal it,  

Seal it for Thy courts above.  

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
Robert Robinson c. 1758  
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 The study is The Girl's Still Got It by  
best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs. You 

know Ruth’s story. Now meet her in person. 
And prepare to be changed. 

 
Walk with Ruth as she travels from Moab to 

Bethlehem, certain of her calling, 
yet uncertain of her future. Hold Naomi’s 
hand and watch love put the pieces of her 

broken life back together. And hang out with 
Boaz, their kinsman-redeemer, who blesses 

both women and honors God, big time. 
 

With  author Liz Curtis Higgs by our side, 
we’ll tarry in the corners of their homes, 

listen to their conversations, and consider 
every word of every verse until you can say, 
“I totally get the book of Ruth. And I see what 
God is trying to teach me through this rags-to
-riches redemption story—he has a plan for 

my life.” 
 

Girl, does he ever! 
 

Think of it as time travel without gimmicks, 
gizmos, or a DeLorean: a novel approach 

to Bible study that leaps from past to present, 
gleaning timeless truths that will draw 

us nearer to the One who knows us fully, 
loves us completely, and holds us close to 

his heart. 

 
We hope to see you there. 

 
PS. Can't make it on Thursdays but would like to do the study? The book is available on Amazon. 

Presbyterian Women will 
resume meeting on Thursday, 
October 6, 2022 at 10:30 a.m.  

Mark your calendars and please plan to join us for 
fellowship, good eats (after all we are Presbyterian!) and 

a continuation of the study in the book of Ruth.  
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Hugh Thomson Kerr, a pastor at Shadyside 
Presbyterian in Pittsburgh, began the tradition of 
World Communion Sunday in 1933.  He had come 
up with the idea in 1930.  This is when he served 
as a moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church.  In 1936, the U.S. 
Presbyterian Church adopted World Communion 
Sunday.  Each year, other denominations in the 
country began to embrace the day.  In 1940, the 
National Council of Churches endorsed World 
Communion Sunday and promoted it to churches 
across the globe. 

On the first Sunday in October, World 
Communion Sunday encourages those of the 
Christian faith to experience Holy Communion 
together.  The day also demonstrates unity 
among various denominations in the church. 
 
Many Christians observe communion because 
Jesus commanded them to do so. Communion is 
a way for Christians to recognize they are part of 
the body of believers and that Jesus is the head 
of the Church. 
 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

World Communion Sunday is a  day to remember that Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church and that 
every Christian Church and any denomination that promotes Christian unity are one. 

The Last Supper 
 
In the Bible, Jesus and his disciples shared their last meal together 
before Jesus was crucified on the cross. This meal is called the Last 
Supper. During the meal, Jesus broke bread with his disciples and 
shared wine. The bread signified the body of Christ and the wine 
his blood. This event constitutes the biblical basis for the practice 
of Holy Communion. 
 
The book of Luke states, “And he took bread, gave thanks and 
broke it, and gave to them saying, “This is my body given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after the supper 
he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” 
Luke 22:19-20. 
 
Years after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul instituted the Lord’s Supper. 
In 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 it says, “For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that 
the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” In the same manner, He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 
Through the years, many Christian denominations have observed their own version of Holy 
Communion. Even though it might look different, there is always bread and wine or grape juice 
present during the observance. Communion is also a time of prayer, worship, scripture reading, and 
self-reflection. 

By: Linda Gamble 

First Presbyterian Church will observe World Communion Sunday on Sunday, October 2, 2022. 
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We are proud to say that we made and donated 25 hygiene bags in 

July to the Cleveland Emergency Shelter. We plan on providing 

additional donations on October 25th. 

 

At the moment, we are blessed with plenty of toothbrushes and 

toothpaste. Take a look at the remaining items to see where you can 

help.  

Items to Donate:   

Shampoo  

Conditioner  

Body Soap  

Wash Cloths  

Deodorant   

Lotion 
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OCTOBER WORSHIP READINGS  

 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
  

October 2: Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14, Sermon: Worldwide  
 

October 9: Psalm 66:1-12; 2 Timothy 2:8-15, Sermon: Ceaseless Worship 
 

October 16: Jeremiah 31:27-34; Luke 18:1-8, Sermon: Coming Days 
 

October 23: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14, Sermon: Walk the Walk 
 

October 30: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10, Sermon: Good Fight 

WORSHIP SERVICE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

We are looking for some additional folks to serve as ushers on Sunday 

mornings.  A smiling face, with a welcoming personality, and the ability to 

complete some simple tasks are all that are required.   

Contact Rev. Kyle Schmidt or Dr. Blayne Carroll for more information.  

 

 

Tommy and Paula Hendrix 3rd 

 

Jeff and Jennifer Johnson 16th 

 

Benny and Sandra Daigle 19th 

 

Manny and Jessica Gomez 19th 

WORSHIP NOTE 

We welcome back Darius Barber as the new Coordinator of Church Music. 

Please look for an article about him in our November newsletter.  

Ron Sellers  02 

Joshua Melton  06 

Rachel Merriman 08 

Rhonda Merriman 09 

Ted Smith, Jr.  09 

Cele Curtis  10 

Henry Smith Sr  11 

Carol Walters 13 

Myles Sneed 14 

Patrick Bowker  15 

Will Daigle  15 

Evan Archer  19 

Manny Gomez 19 

Amelia Archer 19 

Josey Biscoe 21 

Becky Merriman 21 

Paula Hendrix  22 

Tommy Hendrix  23 

Billy Smith  23 

Dianne Linder 25 

Carolyn Carroll  31 
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Thursday, October 6th  

12:00pm - 2:00pm  

 

It’s Pumpkin Patch time!  
 

 Bring a sack lunch and come picnic with us 

at this Churchwide event!  Afterwards, 

enjoy a hayride, corn maze & more! Let’s 

fill this reservation church fam!   

 

$10-hay ride to pumpkin patch, pumpkin 

and farm activities  
 

$12- all activities plus large corn maze.   

Sign up with Jessica. 

 

OCOEE RIVER MAZE 

Sunday, October 9th  

5:00pm - 7:00pm  

 
Let's enjoy a time of fellowship that includes Lasagna, 

sides, games and most importantly love for all who 

attend.  

 

There is limited seating so please bring your chairs!  

 

Rev. Kyle and Amy Schmidt  
1709 Weston Hills Dr NW Cleveland, TN 37312  

SCHMIDT FALL FELLOWSHIP  
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• At LEAST 10 volunteers for TRUNKS  

• 10 volunteers for BOOTHS 

• Individually wrapped candy     

 • Supervisors/helpers in games & booths/

cook/clean up after etc. 

October 16th, 2:30 – 4:30 pm 

Providing a safe, Christian environment for trick or treaters!  

Church volunteers park their cars in 
the parking lot, open their family-
friendly decorated trunks, or the 
backs of their vehicles, and pass out 
candy to the trick or treaters.   
 

 

Other activities include food, 
information booths, 

Halloween fun booths,  
and live animals! 

 

We encourage you to dress in costume and enjoy the fun! 
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PUMPKIN 
CARVING NIGHT 

October 19, 2022  
 

Drop by anytime between  
5:30-7:30  

 
We will be supplying the carving tools and stencils.  All you 

have to do is bring your pumpkin and your appetite.  
 

Pizza and Chili will be on the menu!  
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Located at:  
Westwood Baptist Church Pavilion  

4001 Georgetown Rd NW 
Cleveland, TN 

Lets have fun roasting Hotdogs & 
S’mores together!  Then the fun 

continues with a Hayride! 
 

Please bring your skewer, a chair, 
and a side to share! 
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WE ARE STILL COLLECTING PULL TABS AND CANS 

Pop tabs, the little rings on top of many 

cans, are not only very easy to collect, but 

they teach people of all ages about 

philanthropy and provide awareness about 

the mission of the Ronald McDonald House. 

When you make a donation, you are giving the 

gift of togetherness during trying times to 

families with ill children. Even though it costs 

$66.00 per night to house a family, RMHC of 

Greater Chattanooga allows families in need to 

stay with us at no cost. Your support will ensure 

that the Ronald McDonald House® will always 

be a place where ill children and their families 

can set aside some of their worries, at least for 

a little while.  

….and while you are pulling those  tabs 

Save Those Cans 
For the boy scouts! 
A bin will  be placed in the Narthex for the 

collection of your cans. These will be donated to 

our local Boy Scout chapter.  

 

When you help the Boy Scouts you are supporting  

your friends and neighbors. These kids are active 

are very active in our community in a program that 

helps develop wonderful values while having lots 

of fun learning and experiencing new things.  
 
 
 



 

 14 www.firstprescleveland.com  |             www.facebook.com/firstprescleveland 

 

From Galaxy Music Notes 
Submitted by: Linda Gamble 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR EVERY AGE 
9:30-10:30 Sunday mornings 

C. I. A. CLASS—“Christians in Action” is led by Joe Spencer and meets in the 

Education Building.  This is a Christian topical study class that is discussion oriented 

about current issues and how they relate to your personal faith.  They offer a flexible, 

fun learning environment and invite all ages to join.  This class is facilitated by Joe 

Spencer.   

 

YOUNG ADULTS—This class focuses on living a Faith Filled Life. This class is 

facilitated Wayne Carter and meets in the Remembrance Room.  

 

S.W.A.G. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—(6th-12th grades)  Youth Room.  This program 

is designed to involve youth in ministry while answering questions for everyday life 

and growing their own personal faith in Christ. This class is facilitated by Jessica 

Gomez. 

 

1st-5th SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Meeting in Room 24 of the Education Building.  

Your child will learn many different Bible stories with fun activities to grow their 

knowledge and love of Christ. This class is facilitated by Linda Pflug.   

 

F.R.O.G. PRE-K—KINDERGARTEN CLASS—This program offers Bible studies, 

crafts, games, and engages children hands-on at a young age preparing them in the 

church as they learn about Christ! This class is facilitated by Jill Rice. 

 

SPROUTS NURSERY  (Infants-3yrs.)—Our nursery is a safe and loving Christian 

environment for “Sprouting Faith” in your children.  This is a great opportunity for the 

little ones to be involved and learn early about the love of Christ.  This class is 

facilitated by Madison Martin. 
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October 6th  
Ocoee River Maze  

12:00am - 2:00pm 

Ocoee River Maze 

1371 US-64 

Benton, TN 37307 

Bring a Sack Lunch. 

 

 October 19th  
Pumpkin Carving Night 

5:30pm - 7:30pm  

Tools, Stencils, Pizza & Chili provided 

 

October 16th  
Trunk or Treat 

FPC Parking Lot 

2:30pm to 4:30pm  

Come in your costume! 

October 23rd 
Children’s Church Halloween Party 

During Church Service  

 

October 26th  
All Saints Bonfire 

Westwood Baptist Pavilion 

6:00pm  

Bring your skewer and chair 

 

October 30th  
Kids Children Church  

Costumes & Movie Tradition  

During Church Service  

Kids can wear Halloween costumes to church 

and join us for a special viewing of the 

Spookley Movie!   

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL: 

*Other Children & Youth Ministry October dates TBA  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

October 6th  
Ocoee River Maze 

12:00am - 2:00pm 

Ocoee River Maze 

1371 US-64 

Benton, TN 37307 

Bring a Sack Lunch. 

 

October 9th  
“Ghouls Day Out” 

 After Church Service 

Youth girls are invited to stay after lunch for 

some spooky fun activities together. 

  

October 11th  
“I’m lovin’ Him”  

Youth Bible Study @ McDonald’s  

6:00pm 

Meet @ McDonald’s on 25th street for food, 

devotion & fellowship!  

 

October 15th  
Youth Spooktackular!  

6:00pm 

Youth Group Halloween Trip to  

Lake Winnepespookah  . 

 

October 19th  
Pumpkin Carving Night  

5:30pm - 7:30pm  

Tools, Stencils, Pizza & Chili provided 

 
October 27th  

All Saints Bonfire 

Westwood Baptist Pavilion 

6:00pm  

Bring your skewer and chair 
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Kids/Youth Food & Snack Pantry 
 

Walmart gift cards  
Little Caesar pizza gift cards  
Money donations 
Goldfish  
Teddy grahams  
Fruit snack gummy’s 
Animal crackers  
Box of individual (variety) chip 
bags  
Cheese crackers  
Kids juice boxes/capri suns  
Soda drink cans  
Candy 

Help support our children 
and Youth’s ministries by 
feeding Our kids that are 

continually telling us that 
they are hungry.  

 

They are bottomless pits.  
 

Please help, like Seriously. 

For he satisfies the thirsty and fills 
the hungry with good things. 

Psalm 107:9 
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9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Newsletter Info Due 9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:30pm Kid’s Choir 
6:45pm Studies 

7:30pm Adult Choir 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:30pm Kid’s Choir 
6:45pm Studies 

7:30pm Adult Choir 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 
12:00 Youth 
“Ghoul’s” Halloween “I’m Lovin’ Him” 

Youth Bible Study 

6:00pm  6:00pm - 11:00pm 

Youth Trip 

2:30pm - 4:30pm
5:30pm-7:30pm  

Pumpkin 
Carving Night 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 
Children’s Church 
Halloween Party 

Cook Out  
at Westwood 

Pavilion  
6:00pm 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 
Children’s 
Church  
Costume & 
Movie Party  

6:00pm 
Hygiene Bag 
Assembly 

12:00am - 2:00pm 
Pumpkin Patch Trip 

10:00am  

Presbytery Meeting 
 

6:00pm  

Boy Scout 

Leadership Meeting 

Apple Festival 

6:00pm 
Session Meeting in 
Fellowship Hall 

10:30am 

Presbyterian Women  


