
 

 

  September 2022  Newsletter 

Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
Director of Christian Ed.     Jessica Gomez                         
Organist                                         Karen Archer                                            
Administrative Assistant        Ivia Leamon 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 
Email: office@firstprescleveland.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Paul Jones ‘22, Ed McClintock ‘22 
  

Christian Education:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Donna Gallagher ‘24,  
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Rachel Merriman ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Rachel Merriman ‘23 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
 

Fellowship & Service:  Paul Jones ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22, 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
  
Personnel:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Ed McClintock ‘22, Connie Spencer ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22 
  

Worship:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Donna Gallagher ‘24, 
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Ed McClintock ‘22 
 

Clerk:  Connie Spencer ‘23 

ALL WHO LABOR 
AND ARE HEAVY LADEN 
AND I WILL GIVE YOU 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Music is powerful.  Music has the ability to make you think 

and move your spiritual barometer.  I continue sharing with 

you some songs that have influenced or are influencing my 

life.  These may or not be songs that you are familiar with, 

but I ask that you read the lyrics and my commentary.  I 

welcome your thoughts or feedback.  

 

I would like to think I am a positive influence on my family, 

especially our girls.  But sometimes the roles get reversed 

and I find them guiding me.  The past two summers Logan 

has attended a day camp here in Cleveland called Johnston 

Woods.  It is affiliated with the church where both Logan 

and now Lucy attend(ed) Parent’s Day Out.  Days are spent 

taking hikes, doing crafts, learning about Jesus, and singing 

songs/dances.  The past two summers Logan has almost 

constantly been singing the song above.  I was familiar with 

it prior to her singing, but she has forced me to think about it 

in greater detail.  Prior to the widespread use of the GPS, 

the lighthouse served to warn mariners of dangerous 

shallows and perilous rocky coasts, and they help guide 

vessels safely into and out of harbors.  We visited a couple 

of lighthouses this summer in Maryland and it allowed us to 

see up close the function of these structures.  

 

Not to get lost in the analogy, the Trinity of God, Jesus, and 

the Holy Spirit is our lighthouse.  The world wants to distract 

us, scare us, and get us off course, but may we always turn 

to back to Jesus.  We will talk more about this at Family 

Camp at Camp John Knox.  

 

I look forward to continuing to share more words of 

inspiration in the months to come.  If you haven’t heard the 

song, I encourage you to Google it.  Blessings! 

 

 Your Brother in Christ, 

 

 -Kyle    

My Lighthouse  
Rend Collective (2014)  
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In my wrestling and in my doubts  

In my failures You won't walk out 

Your great love will lead me through  

You are the peace in my troubled sea, oh oh  

You are the peace in my troubled sea  

 

In the silence, You won't let go  

In the questions, Your truth will hold  

Your great love will lead me through  

You are the peace in my troubled sea, oh oh  

You are the peace in my troubled sea  

 

My Lighthouse, my lighthouse  

Shining in the darkness, I will follow You  

My Lighthouse, my lighthouse  

I will trust the promise,  

You will carry me safe to shore  

Safe to shore 

Safe to shore 

Safe to shore 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I won't fear what tomorrow brings  

With each morning I'll rise and sing  

My God's love will lead me through  

You are the peace in my troubled sea, oh oh  

You are the peace in my troubled sea, oh oh  

 

You are my light  

My Lighthouse, my lighthouse  

Shining in the darkness, I will follow You  

My Lighthouse, my lighthouse  

I will trust the promise,  

You will carry me safe to shore  

 

Fire before us, You're the brightest  

You will lead us through the storms  

 

My Lighthouse, my lighthouse  

Shining in the darkness, I will follow You  

My Lighthouse, my lighthouse  

I will trust the promise,  

You will carry me safe to shore  
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 The study is The Girl's Still Got It by  
best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs. You 

know Ruth’s story. Now meet her in person. 
And prepare to be changed. 

 
Walk with Ruth as she travels from Moab to 

Bethlehem, certain of her calling, 
yet uncertain of her future. Hold Naomi’s 
hand and watch love put the pieces of her 

broken life back together. And hang out with 
Boaz, their kinsman-redeemer, who blesses 

both women and honors God, big time. 
 

With  author Liz Curtis Higgs by our side, 
we’ll tarry in the corners of their homes, 

listen to their conversations, and consider 
every word of every verse until you can say, 
“I totally get the book of Ruth. And I see what 
God is trying to teach me through this rags-to
-riches redemption story—he has a plan for 

my life.” 
 

Girl, does he ever! 
 

Think of it as time travel without gimmicks, 
gizmos, or a DeLorean: a novel approach 

to Bible study that leaps from past to present, 
gleaning timeless truths that will draw 

us nearer to the One who knows us fully, 
loves us completely, and holds us close to 

his heart. 

 
We hope to see you there. 

 
PS. Can't make it on Thursdays but would like to do the study? The book is available on Amazon. 

Presbyterian Women will 
resume meeting on Thursday, 

September 8th at 10:30am.  

Mark your calendars and please plan to join us for 
fellowship, good eats (after all we are Presbyterian!) and 

a continuation of the study in the book of Ruth.  
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When I travel I'm 
always surprised 
how places and 
things I have read 
about our heard of 
look so different in 
person then in my 
imagination.  The Sea 
of Galilee was one of 
those places. 

 
The Sea (or lake) was much smaller then 
I had thought it would be.  The sea is fed 
by the river Jordan, rainfall and springs 
on the northern side and measures 13 
miles long and 7 miles wide.  At its 
deepest point the lake is only 150 feet.  
Having lived on Lake Superior the 
worlds largest freshwater lake by 
surface area, for 28 years I was 
expecting something much larger. 
 
Galilee is the lowest freshwater lake on 
earth and the second-lowest lake in the 
world, at a level of 705  feet  below sea 
level.  That my account for the 
temperature of 110 when I was there.  It 
is located in northeast Israel between 
the Golan Heights and the Galilee region 
of the Jordan Valley. 
 
This is were Jesus walked on water, 
calmed the storm and made Peter and 
Andrew into “fisher of men.”  Jesus 
lived on its shore in Capernaum, 
preached the Sermon the Mount and fed 
the masses with a few loaves and fish. 
 
Three type of fish were primarily sought 
by fishermen in antiquity in these 
waters.  Sardines likely were the “two 
small” fish the boy brought to the 
feeding of the 5,000.  Sardines and 
bread were the staple products of the 
locals.  Barbels are so known fro the 
barbs at the corner of their mouths and 
the  third type is a fish that is popularly 
known today as “St. Peter's Fish”. 

 
The peaceful clam of the Sea of Galilee 
can quickly become transformed by a 
violent storm.  Winds funnel through 
the east -west aligned Galilee hill 
country and stir up the waters quickly. 
More violent are the winds that come 
off the Golan Heights to the east. 
Trapped in the basin, the winds can be 
deadly to fishermen . 
 
Galilee is was where Jesus felt at home. 
This is where he grew up, where his 
ministry began, away from the Roman 
authorities in Jerusalem.  The area is 
filled with beauty and history. 
 

Submitted by: Linda Gamble 

The Sea of Galilee 
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Project Free to Fly Our story began in the winter of 2013 when Hailey Johnston, our President and CEO, 
started to dream of a way to support, nurture, and empower women in need in her community.  Hailey 
gathered other women who had the same passion and formed Free 2 Fly’s first Board of Directors.  Over the 
next year they started forming a program that would assist women who were coming out of a variety of 
situations such as homelessness, addiction, crisis pregnancy and more.  
 
Hailey paired her love of sewing and her passion for helping women and Free 2 Fly was born.  In April of 
2015 Free 2 Fly’s vision was introduced to the community and later that year, the now well known ‘bird & 
barn’ fundraiser was launched.  This fundraiser is a market like event where a variety of local handmade 
vendors gather to sell their products and a percentage of all sales benefit Free 2 Fly.  Over the years this 
event has grown into our favorite day of the year and our biggest fundraiser!  
 
In January 2015 we rented our first official office and workspace in downtown Cleveland, TN and a month 
later we welcome our first woman into our program.  Later that summer we hired Joanna Ivey as our 
Creative Director and from there, our program, product line and organization grew! We were selling 
products both online and in pop-up shops around town.  
 
Over the next year we welcomed more women into our program and we quickly realized we would need a 
new workspace and office to operate.  In September of 2016 we moved to a new location and opened our 
first storefront.  But we didn’t get too comfortable, because as our organization became more well-known 
and the buzz about our handmade bags and jewelry grew, we knew we needed to yet again expand.  We 
then moved our storefront and offices next door and expanded our workspace to accommodate more 
women for our program.  
 
By the spring of 2018 we were now working with a variety of local organizations to refer women to our 
program.  Women at the Well, Family Promise, Foundation House Ministries, and Women of Hope.  By 
creating these community partnerships we were able to continue to grow and welcome women into our 
program from all walks of life and provide them with financial, emotional, and spiritual support to get them 
on the path to sustainability.  
 
Later that year an opportunity presented itself to purchase a building around the block from our current 
location.  The building had been used as a storage facility for some time, but we could see the potential it 
had, and knew that it meant our organization could continue to grow for years to come.  Purchasing this 
building was a major step of faith for our organization, but we knew this was an opportunity only God could 
have orchestrated.  There were rental apartments on the top floor that were occupied. Because of the rental 
income, we realized that that would allow our organization to be able to pay the monthly mortgage & 
expenses on the building.  With that plan in place, we knew we would next need to raise the construction 
expenses to be able to restore the space.  
 
In January of 2019 we launched our Capital Campaign for our “Forever Home”.  We set a goal of $150,000 to 
get it move in ready.  Over the next year our staff, board, women, and volunteers worked around the clock 
to fundraise, clean, and restore the building.  
 
Finally in February of 2020, Free 2 Fly moved into our “Forever Home” where we still (and will always) 
remain.  
 
Our organization has seen so much growth over the years- not only in the number of women we have 
served, but in our staff, volunteers and supporters.  We are now in the perfect space to continue to support, 
nurture, and empower the women in our community.  
 

Website: https://projectfree2fly.com  

FPC will have a special offering opportunity for Free to fly on Sunday, September 18th.  All cash collected 
and checks with “Free to Fly” in the memo line will be donated.  We pray God’s blessing upon all ministries 

seeking to empower and expand the Kingdom.  Rev. Kyle Schmidt on behalf of Amy Schmidt. 

https://projectfree2fly.com
https://projectfree2fly.com/
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Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
  

September 4: Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18, Sermon: A New Thing  
 

September 14: Psalm 14; 1 Timothy 1:12-17, Sermon: Living 
 

September 21: Psalm 79:1-9; 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Sermon: All People 
 

September 20: Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; 1 Timothy 6:6-19, Sermon: Good Fight 

We are looking for some additional folks to serve as ushers on Sunday 

mornings.  A smiling face, with a welcoming personality, and the ability to 

complete some simple tasks are all that are required.   

Contact Rev. Kyle Schmidt or Dr. Blayne Carroll for more information.  

 

Wayne and Lisa Carter     7th 

Justin and Courtney Wolfe     13th 

Nathan and Ivia Leamon     15th 

Edward and Laura Caylor     16th 

Kevin and Donna Gallagher     19th 

Tom and Polly Whitsitt     25th 

Bill and Karen Archer     27th 

 
 

 

Donna Gallagher     25th 

Bridget Barnick     27th 

Hannah Robb     3rd 

Rev. Rolando Cueller    5th 

Kevin Gallagher     5th 

Peggy Walkup     10th 

Jacqueline Smith     17th 

Marge Wofford     18th 

Ann Holiday     19th 

Deb Akins     20th 

Rev. Kyle Schmidt     21st 

Lee McChesney     24th 
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The Worship Committee has decided to offer 

communion on both Sunday, September  4th, and 

at Camp John Knox on September 11th.   

COMMUNION IN SEPTEMBER 

 

Mark your calendar!! 

Fall Spiritual Day Retreat 

October 8, 2022 at John Knox Center 

10:00am (Registration begins at 9:30)  

Nancy Miller Dimmock, the second in three generations of 

Presbyterian mission co-workers, will speak at the beautiful 

John Knox Center. Join this presbytery-wide event for lunch and a 

day-long retreat. We’ll hear about Nancy’s mission experiences, 

how missions have changed over the years, and what the Presbyterian 

Church doing in missions now. Most important, we’ll talk about how we can be 

God’s caring hands and feet on the ground. 

Lunch will be available for $10 per person 

See Sherri Torp to Register : Registration deadline is Friday, September 23rd  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SPIRITUAL DAY RETREAT 

Everyone is welcome to join in as we cheer on the Lookouts! 

Please contact Paul Jones to reserve your tickets.  

 

We will meet at FPC and leave at 6:00pm.  

LOOKOUTS BASEBALL 

September 16th 
First pitch is at 7:15 

 

Tickets: $13 
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WE ARE STILL COLLECTING PULL TABS AND CANS 

Pop tabs, the little rings on top of many 

cans, are not only very easy to collect, but 

they teach people of all ages about 

philanthropy and provide awareness about 

the mission of the Ronald McDonald House. 

When you make a donation, you are giving the 

gift of togetherness during trying times to 

families with ill children. Even though it costs 

$66.00 per night to house a family, RMHC of 

Greater Chattanooga allows families in need to 

stay with us at no cost. Your support will ensure 

that the Ronald McDonald House® will always 

be a place where ill children and their families 

can set aside some of their worries, at least for 

a little while.  

….and while you are pulling those  tabs 

Save Those Cans 
For the boy scouts! 
A bin will  be placed in the Narthex for the 

collection of your cans. These will be donated to 

our local Boy Scout chapter.  

 

When you help the Boy Scouts you are supporting  

your friends and neighbors. These kids are active 

are very active in our community in a program that 

helps develop wonderful values while having lots 

of fun learning and experiencing new things.  
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We are proud to say that we made and donated 25 hygiene bags in July to 
the Cleveland Emergency Shelter. We plan on providing additional 
donations in October, so please be on the lookout for that information! 
 
In the meantime, we will still be collecting hygiene items. At the moment, 
we are blessed with plenty of toothbrushes and toothpaste. Take a look at 
the remaining items to see where you can help.  

Items to Donate:   

Shampoo • Conditioner • Body Soap • Wash Cloths • Deodorant  • Lotion 

We are also pleased to include in this newsletter that we as 
a church donated $1,030 to the Ukraine Fund through 
PCUSA from our offering collected on Pentecost Sunday. 
 
You can continue to support the PDA’s response by   
designating gifts to DR000156 or text PDAUKR to 41444.  

https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine/
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From Galaxy Music Notes 
Submitted by: Linda Gamble 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR EVERY AGE 
9:30-10:30 Sunday mornings 

C. I. A. CLASS—“Christians in Action” is led by Joe Spencer and meets in the 

Education Building.  This is a Christian topical study class that is discussion oriented 

about current issues and how they relate to your personal faith.  They offer a flexible, 

fun learning environment and invite all ages to join.  This class is facilitated by Joe 

Spencer.   

 

COLLEGE AND CAREERS—This class focuses on living a Faith Filled Life. This class is 

facilitated Wayne Carter and meets in the Remembrance Room.  

 

S.W.A.G. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—(6th-12th grades)  Youth Room.  This program 

is designed to involve youth in ministry while answering questions for everyday life 

and growing their own personal faith in Christ. This class is facilitated by Jessica 

Gomez. 

 

1st-5th SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Meeting in Room 24 of the Education Building.  

Your child will learn many different Bible stories with fun activities to grow their 

knowledge and love of Christ. This class is facilitated by Linda Pflug.   

 

F.R.O.G. PRE-K—KINDERGARTEN CLASS—This program offers Bible studies, 

crafts, games, and engages children hands-on at a young age preparing them in the 

church as they learn about Christ! This class is facilitated by Jill Rice. 

 

SPROUTS NURSERY  (Infants-3yrs.)—Our nursery is a safe and loving Christian 

environment for “Sprouting Faith” in your children.  This is a great opportunity for the 

little ones to be involved and learn early about the love of Christ.  This class is 

facilitated by Madison Martin. 
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I have invited the church to join me on a reading of the Bible in 2022.  Have 

you ever closed your Bible and thought, “What did I just read?”  Or maybe 

you've tried to read through the Bible in a year, but quit when it felt 

confusing or impersonal?  Are you one of the many who has read through 

the book of Genesis approximately 20 times, but hasn't read anything 

beyond that?  The Bible Recap is here to help!  It’s a short daily podcast (~8 

minutes) hosted by Tara-Leigh Cobble.  She will highlight and summarize 

that day’s Bible reading in a casual, easy to understand way.  The Bible 

Recap will not only help you read scripture but help you love reading 

it!  Each day you’ll read the assigned reading, then tune in to The Bible 

Recap each day after you've finished reading! NOTE:  Please do not buy a 

print Chronological Bible; it will likely be laid out differently than our 

reading plan. All you need is a regular Bible. 
 

Check out this link for detailed info: http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start  
 

With many people having “Smart” phones today you can utilize a Bible 

app and Podcast app to help keep you on track.  Please let me know if you 

have any questions.  
 

As I update this invitation, I have finished my annual reading of the Bible.   

I will restart my personal plan and invite the church to join me on  

January 1st, 2023.  If you are still working through the plan…stick with it.   

God’s word changes everything.   

Blessings.   

~Rev. Kyle 

Read the Bible with FPC 

http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start
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Saturday, September 10th 

 

12:00-5:30    Free Time—You may enjoy swimming, canoeing,  
  fishing, horseshoes, volleyball, or just  relaxing   
  (Lifeguard is on duty until 5:30pm). 

 5:30 Bell—30 minutes until dinner 

 6:00 Dinner 

 7:30 Camp Activities & Vespers 

 11:00 Lights out…PLEASE 

 

Sunday, September 11th 

 

 7:00am  Wake Up Bell! 

 8:30   Breakfast 

 8:45   Clean Up 

 10:00   Sing-a-long at Pavilion 

 10:45   Break 

 11:00  Worship Service at Pavilion 

 12:00   Lunch 

 12:30--?  Free Time—You may stay as long as you wish. 
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First Presbyterian Church, Cleveland TN, to John Knox Center,  
591 W Rockwood Ferry Rd, Ten Mile, TN 37880 

 
Drive 55.5 miles, 1 hr 2 min  

These directions are for planning 
purposes only. You may find that 
construction projects, traffic, weather, 
or other events may cause conditions 
to differ from the map results, and 
you should plan your route 
accordingly. You must obey all signs 
or notices regarding your route.  
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MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL: 

*Other Children & Youth Ministry September dates TBA  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

September 11th & 12th 
Camp John Knox 

Church Wide Activity 

 
 

 September 16th  
Lookout’s Game  

Meet @church: 6:00pm  

Game Starts: 7:15pm  

 

September 11th & 12th  
Camp John Knox  

Church Wide Activity 
 

September 13th  
“Taco ‘Bout Jesus”  Youth Bible Study at Taco Bell 6:00pm   

A fun night of tacos, fellowship and devotion.  

We will meet at the Keith Street Taco Bell  
 

September 17th 

Youth Mission Day at Chattanooga Community Kitchen 

All Day Event  - See Jessica Gomez for more details 
  

September 23rd & 24th  
Middle School Retreat at Camp John Knox  

Sign up with Jessica Gomez 
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Kids/Youth Food & Snack Pantry 
 

Walmart gift cards  
Little Caesar pizza gift cards  
Money donations 
Goldfish  
Teddy grahams  
Fruit snack gummy’s 
Animal crackers  
Box of individual (variety) chip 
bags  
Cheese crackers  
Kids juice boxes/capri suns  
Soda drink cans  
Candy 

Help support our children 
and Youth’s ministries by 
feeding Our kids that are 

continually telling us that 
they are hungry.  

 

They are bottomless pits.  
 

Please help, like Seriously. 

For he satisfies the thirsty and fills 
the hungry with good things. 

Psalm 107:9 
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MARK 16:17 
TACO BELL 

2491 Keith St NW  
Cleveland, TN 37311  

TACO’ BOUT 
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“Flat Jesus” Journeys 
Jesus is with you ALWAYS!  

See you next summer! 
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9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

6:00pm  

Boy Scout 
Leadership Meeting 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:45pm Studies 
7:30pm Adult Choir 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:45pm Studies 
7:30pm Adult Choir 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:45pm Studies 
7:30pm Adult Choir 

10:30am 

Presbyterian  

Women—FH  

Camp John Knox 

6:00pm 
Session 
Meeting—FH 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

Newsletter 
Info Due 

Office Closed 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:45pm Studies 
7:30pm Adult Choir 

Youth Mission Day 

at Chattanooga 
Community 

Kitchen 

Youth Bible Study 

6:00pm @ Keith St.  
Taco Bell 

Camp John Knox 

Camp John Knox 

Meet @church: 6:00pm  
Game Starts: 7:15pm  

OFFERING 


