
 

 

  August 2022  Newsletter 

First Presbyterian Church                    
 433 N. Ocoee St.  Cleveland, TN  37311                  phone 423-476-5584 

Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
Director of Christian Ed.     Jessica Gomez                         
Organist                                         Karen Archer                                            
Administrative Assistant        Ivia Leamon 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 
Email: office@firstprescleveland.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Paul Jones ‘22, Ed McClintock ‘22 
  

Christian Education:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Donna Gallagher ‘24,  
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Rachel Merriman ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Rachel Merriman ‘23 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
 

Fellowship & Service:  Paul Jones ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22, 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
  
Personnel:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Ed McClintock ‘22, Connie Spencer ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22 
  

Worship:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Donna 
Gallagher ‘24, Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney 
‘23, Ed McClintock ‘22 
 

Clerk:  Connie Spencer ‘23 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Music is powerful.  Music has the ability to make you think 

and move your spiritual barometer.  I continue sharing with 

you some songs that have influenced or are influencing my 

life.  These may or not be songs that you are familiar with, 

but I ask that you read the lyrics and my commentary.  I 

welcome your thoughts or feedback.  

 

This song was shared and sung by our congregation 

recently in worship.  As we sang just the first verse and 

refrain, I felt like I was transported to my childhood.  

Feelings and memories rushed back of my mother singing 

this to my sister and me before we went to bed. It was 

comforting, soothing, and a great reminder of Truth.  As one 

who professes a belief in the Trinity, I believe that Jesus 

died for my sins, for your sins, for the world’s sins.  The 

Bible contains many stories and examples of Jesus great 

love for humanity.  The Bible has been called God’s love 

story.  As you read the lyrics and think about the 

significance of this song to your life, I pray that you know 

that Jesus does in fact love you.  When Amy and I became 

parents to Logan I would sing this song to her each night as 

she went to bed.  I am not sure if it was my soothing voice 

that put her to sleep or a rush to sleep on her part to make 

me stop singing, but either way, it worked.  I hope that as 

she ages she will hold onto the fond memories and meaning 

of this great song.  If you have never thought abut the love 

of Jesus, or accepted Him as your Lord and Savior, I would 

love to chat with you.  The gift of Jesus is not only love in all 

of your days on earth, but for all eternity for those who 

believe in Jesus.  

 

I look forward to continuing to share more words of 

inspiration in the months to come.  If you haven’t heard the 

song, I encourage you to Google it.  Blessings! 

 

 Your Brother in Christ, 

 

 -Kyle    

Jesus Loves Me 
Anna Bartlett Warner (1859)  
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Jesus loves me, this I know,  

for the Bible tells me so.  
Little ones to Him belong;  

they are weak, but He is strong.  
 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  
The Bible tells me so.  

 
Jesus loves me He who died  

 heaven's gate to open wide.  
He will wash away my sin,  

let His little child come in.  
 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  
The Bible tells me so.  

 
Jesus loves me, this I know,  

as He loved so long ago,  
taking children on His knee,  

saying, "Let them come to Me."  
 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  
The Bible tells me so.  

Jesus Loves Me 
Anna Bartlett Warner (1859)  
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The children's hymn was written in 
1859 by Susan and Anna Warner, who 
were daughters of a New York lawyer. 
The two young women were very 
talented writers and in 1859 published 
a novel entitled, Say and Seal. It 
became a best seller. However, even 
the very best of novels remain popular 
for only a limited time, and Say and 
Seal eventually went the way of all the 
rest. But, as long as “Jesus Loves Me” 
is still sung by children, it will never be 
entirely forgotten. The poem, which is 
now an all-time favorite hymn, first 
appeared within the pages of the 
Warner girls’ novel. 
 
In Say and Seal, two of the characters, 
Faith Derrick and John Endecott 
Linden, are greatly concerned for a 
very sick little fellow named Johnny 
Fax. Johnny’s condition becomes 
critical and he asks Mr. Linden, who 
was also the Sunday School teacher, 
to take him up in his strong arms and 
comfort him. Mr. Linden readily does 
so, and picking up the feverish and 
very sick little boy, walks slowly back 
and forth across the room trying to 
console him. 
 
Suddenly Johnny pleads, “Sing.”  
 

 
As Faith listens, she hears John Linden 
sing a beautiful song which neither 
she nor Johnny have ever heard 
before: 
 
Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong, 
They are weak, but He is strong. 
 
With this he sought to comfort the 
final moments of the dying lad. 
Indeed, a few hours later, little Johnny 
Fax went to be with the Lord, the One 
who loved him so much. 
 
The lines of the poem came to the 
attention of the famous composer, 
William Bradbury, and in 1861 he set 
them to music and added the chorus: 
 
  Yes, Jesus loves me, 
  Yes, Jesus loves me, 
  Yes, Jesus loves me, 
  The Bible tells me so. 
 

Submitted by: Linda Gamble 

The Story of the 
‘Jesus Loves Me  

Song 



 

 6 www.firstprescleveland.com  |             www.facebook.com/firstprescleveland 

Back to Church Kick-Off! 

August  10, 2022 at 6:00pm 

Picnic At Westwood Pavilion 
(4001 Georgetown Rd. NW) 

Join us as we kick off a new season of 
fellowship and connection as we celebrate 

renewal!  Burgers, hot dogs & drinks provided.   
 

Bring your favorite picnic side dish!  
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It’s time to kick-start the fall and the 
return from summer!  Throughout our 

summer, many of our members and 
friends have been away on vacation, 
some of our ministries have been on 

pause or only with limited gatherings.   
 Rally Day celebrates everything 

starting back up again! 
 

“Rally” literally means “a renewal of 
energy in joint action”, and that’s what 

we’ll be doing on August 14th. 
 

Everyone is invited to meet in the 
Fellowship Hall at 9:30am for 

refreshments as we renew ourselves for 
this next program year. 

9:30am 

10:45am During worship 
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From Galaxy Music Notes 
Submitted by: Linda Gamble 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR EVERY AGE 
9:30-10:30 Sunday mornings 

C. I. A. CLASS—“Christians in Action” is led by Joe Spencer and meets in the 

Education Building.  This is a Christian topical study class that is discussion oriented 

about current issues and how they relate to your personal faith.  They offer a flexible, 

fun learning environment and invite all ages to join.  This class is facilitated by Joe 

Spencer.   

 

COLLEGE AND CAREERS—This class focuses on living a Faith Filled Life. This class is 

facilitated Wayne Carter and meets in the Remembrance Room.  

 

S.W.A.G. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—(6th-12th grades)  Youth Room.  This program 

is designed to involve youth in ministry while answering questions for everyday life 

and growing their own personal faith in Christ. This class is facilitated by Jessica 

Gomez. 

 

1st-5th SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS—Meeting in Room 24 of the Education Building.  

Your child will learn many different Bible stories with fun activities to grow their 

knowledge and love of Christ. This class is facilitated by Linda Pflug.   

 

F.R.O.G. PRE-K—KINDERGARTEN CLASS—This program offers Bible studies, 

crafts, games, and engages children hands-on at a young age preparing them in the 

church as they learn about Christ! This class is facilitated by Jill Rice. 

 

SPROUTS NURSERY  (Infants-3yrs.)—Our nursery is a safe and loving Christian 

environment for “Sprouting Faith” in your children.  This is a great opportunity for the 

little ones to be involved and learn early about the love of Christ.  This class is 

facilitated by Madison Martin. 
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Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
  

August 7: Psalm 50:1-8; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16, Sermon: Faith  
 

August 14: Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19; Hebrews 11:29-12:2, Sermon: Witness 
 

August 21: Psalm 71:1-6; Luke 13:10-17, Sermon: Rescue 
 

August 20: Psalm 81:1, 10-16; Hebrews 13:1-, 15-16, Sermon: All 

We are looking for some additional folks to serve as ushers on Sunday mornings.   

A smiling face, with a welcoming personality, and the ability to complete some simple 

tasks are all that are required.   

Contact Rev. Kyle Schmidt or Dr. Blayne Carroll for more information.  

 

 

Rev. Rolando & Ruth Cuellar  2nd  

Bridget and Clifford Barnick  8th  

Dave & Peggy Walkup  27th  

A committee has been formed and a plan devised to identify God’s choice for 

our next Coordinator of Church Music role.  We ask for your prayers and 

welcome your feedback and constructive comments.  

Marie Melton  2nd  

Jacob Johnson  2nd  

Nancy Tanner  3rd  

Chuck Atchley  9th  

Keller Melton  12th  

Blayne Carroll, Sr. 13th  

Greg Serum  13th  

Carolyn Hendrix  14th  

Ellen Cranford  18th  

Dwight Martin  25th  

 

 

Sheron Smith  27th  

Mary Anne Gibson 29th  

Bill Archer  30th  

Sawyer Bowman  31st  
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Pastor Kyle will be leading a Confirmation course beginning 

8/21, concluding about Thanksgiving.  This class, offered 

during Sunday school, will allow young people, grades 6-12 

the opportunity to explore and deepen their faith.  We will 

explore topics including How Do We Know and Trust God?, 

What Does it Mean to Show Christ’s Love?, as well as creating 

personal statements of faith.  If you would like more 

information, or want to sign up, please contact Pastor Kyle. 

CONFIRMATION 

We're Sending FPC Students & Educators Back To School  

With Our Prayers & Blessings! 

 

Students & Educators are encouraged to bring their backpacks & 

briefcases to the service to be prayed over and Blessed during our 

worship service Sunday, August 14th. 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

The First Presbyterian Church Memorial Scholarship Fund was started in 1957.  The Fund was 

created to serve members of our church by providing financial assistance for their post high 

school education including college, university, trade school or vocational education. 

  

The Scholarship Fund has benefited from several very generous donations in memory of: 

  

• John Milne • Joe Donaldson • Margaret Weeks • Beverly Flatter • Rob Rittenhouse  

• Robert Waline • Reverend Arthur Pflug • Clancy Henley 

  

These donations have aided numerous members of our congregation over the past years. 

  

Applications are now being accepted for 2022 Memorial Scholarships.  
 

Applicants must be members of First Presbyterian Church.  To apply please email, mail or 

drop off at the church a letter explaining your post high school education plans and the 

activities in which you have participated at First Presbyterian Church of Cleveland, TN. 

  

Applications will be accepted until August 21st with the awards to be presented during 

worship service on August 28th.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Daigle for more information. 

2022 MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
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WE ARE STILL COLLECTING PULL TABS AND CANS 

Pop tabs, the little rings on top of many 

cans, are not only very easy to collect, but 

they teach people of all ages about 

philanthropy and provide awareness about 

the mission of the Ronald McDonald House. 

When you make a donation, you are giving the 

gift of togetherness during trying times to 

families with ill children. Even though it costs 

$66.00 per night to house a family, RMHC of 

Greater Chattanooga allows families in need to 

stay with us at no cost. Your support will ensure 

that the Ronald McDonald House® will always 

be a place where ill children and their families 

can set aside some of their worries, at least for 

a little while.  

….and while you are pulling those  tabs 

Save Those Cans 
For the boy scouts! 
A bin will  be placed in the Narthex for the 

collection of your cans. These will be donated to 

our local Boy Scout chapter.  

 

When you help the Boy Scouts you are supporting  

your friends and neighbors. These kids are active 

are very active in our community in a program that 

helps develop wonderful values while having lots 

of fun learning and experiencing new things.  
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Saturday, September 10th 

 
12:00-5:30   Free Time—You may enjoy swimming, 

 canoeing, fishing, horseshoes, volleyball, or just 
 relaxing (Lifeguard is on duty until 5:30pm). 

5:30 Bell—30 minutes until dinner 

6:00 Dinner 

7:30 Hayride 

9:30 Vespers 

11:00 Lights out…PLEASE 

 
Sunday, September 11th 

 
7:00am Wake Up Bell! 

8:00  Breakfast 

8:45  Clean Up 

10:00  Sing-a-long at Pavilion 

10:30  Break 

10:45  Worship Service at Pavilion 

12:00  Lunch 

12:30--? Free Time—You may stay as long as you wish. 

 

Registration Form:  

 Registration Due by August 31st 
(Please complete and return by email, leave in office, or mail in.) 

 
 
Name:    

 

# of Adults:    # of Children under 10:     

 

We would like to stay in an 8 person cabin with: 

 

   

 

Please mark one of the following: 

Staying all weekend 

(Saturday dinner, cabin lodging, Sunday breakfast and lunch) 

 Adults: $20 Children 6-10: $10 5 & under: FREE 

 

Saturday only (Saturday activities and dinner) 

Adults:  $9 Children 6-10:  $5   5 & under: FREE 

 

Sunday only (Sunday worship, lunch, and activities) 

Adults:  $9 Children 6-10:  $5 5 & under: FREE 



 

 

13 August 2022  Newsletter 

I have invited the church to join me on a reading of the Bible in 2022.  Have 

you ever closed your Bible and thought, “What did I just read?”  Or maybe 

you've tried to read through the Bible in a year, but quit when it felt 

confusing or impersonal?  Are you one of the many who has read through 

the book of Genesis approximately 20 times, but hasn't read anything 

beyond that?  The Bible Recap is here to help!  It’s a short daily podcast (~8 

minutes) hosted by Tara-Leigh Cobble.  She will highlight and summarize 

that day’s Bible reading in a casual, easy to understand way.  The Bible 

Recap will not only help you read scripture but help you love reading 

it!  Each day you’ll read the assigned reading, then tune in to The Bible 

Recap each day after you've finished reading! NOTE:  Please do not buy a 

print Chronological Bible; it will likely be laid out differently than our 

reading plan. All you need is a regular Bible. 

 

Check out this link for detailed info: http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start  

 

As I update this invitation, I am over 325 days into my current cycle.  I find 

it encouraging, inspiring, with great insights and background.  With many 

people having “Smart” phones today you can utilize a Bible app and 

Podcast app to help keep you on track.  Please let me know if you have any 

questions. 

 

~Rev. Kyle 

Read the Bible with FPC 

http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start
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MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL: 

*Other Children & Youth Ministry August dates TBA  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

August 10th  
Back to Church Kickoff @Westwood Pavilion! 6:00pm  

Everyone (All Ages) is invited for a fun night of fellowship as we kick 

off a new season of fellowship and connection.  

 

August 13th  
Kid’s End of Summer Event at Athens Splash Pad 11:00am  

All age kids & families are invited to join us for some water fun!   

Bring a sack lunch for a picnic, bathing suits, towel,  

and enjoy time together to celebrate!  

 

August 14th  
Rally Day & Blessing of the Backpacks 9:30am  

Everyone is invited to meet in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30am for 

refreshments as we renew ourselves for this next program year.  

Students are encouraged to bring their backpacks to service to be 

prayed over and Blessed during our worship service.  

 

 

August 10th  
Back to Church Kickoff @Westwood Pavilion! 6:00pm  

Everyone (All Ages) is invited for a fun night of fellowship as we kick off a 

new season of fellowship and connection.  

 

August 14th  
Rally Day & Blessing of the Backpacks 9:30am  

Everyone is invited to meet in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30am for 

refreshments as we renew ourselves for this next program year.  Students 

are encouraged to bring their backpacks to service to be prayed over and 

Blessed during our worship service.  

 

August 14th  
Youth End of Summer Event  

After Church - More Details to be Announced 
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Kids/Youth Food & Snack Pantry 
 

Walmart gift cards  
Little Caesar pizza gift cards  
Money donations 
Goldfish  
Teddy grahams  
Fruit snack gummy’s 
Animal crackers  
Box of individual (variety) chip 
bags  
Cheese crackers  
Kids juice boxes/capri suns  
Soda drink cans  
Candy 

Help support our children 
and Youth’s ministries by 
feeding Our kids that are 

continually telling us that 
they are hungry.  

 

They are bottomless pits.  
 

Please help, like Seriously. 

For he satisfies the thirsty and fills 
the hungry with good things. 

Psalm 107:9 
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Our Flat Jesus Journeys have concluded for the summer. See you next year!  

“Flat Jesus” Journeys 
He is with us everywhere and in everything we do. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Newsletter Info Due 

6:00pm  

Boy Scout 
Leadership Meeting 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

 

August 

6:00pm  

Buildings & Grounds 
Committee Mtg. 

6:00pm  

Wednesday Night 
Kickoff @ 

Westwood Pavilion 

10:00am  

Presbytery 
Meeting 
 

11:00am  

Kid’s End of 
Summer Event 

6:00pm 
Session Meeting 
in FH 

9:30am 
Rally Day 
10:45am Worship 
12:00 Youth End of 
Summer Event 

Wednesday Nights 

Resume 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:30pm Kid’s Choir 
6:45pm Studies 

7:30pm Adult Choir 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:30pm Kid’s Choir 
6:45pm Studies 

7:30pm Adult Choir 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:30pm Kid’s Choir 
6:45pm Studies 

7:30pm Adult Choir 

9:15am Staff Mtg. 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

Confirmation  

Class Starts 


