
 

 

  July  2022  Newsletter 

First Presbyterian Church                    
 433 N. Ocoee St.  Cleveland, TN  37311                  phone 423-476-5584 

Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
Director of Christian Ed.     Jessica Gomez                         
Organist                                         Karen Archer                                            
Administrative Assistant        Ivia Leamon 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 
Email: office@firstprescleveland.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Paul Jones ‘22, Ed McClintock ‘22 
  

Christian Education:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Donna Gallagher ‘24,  
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Rachel Merriman ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Rachel Merriman ‘23 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
 

Fellowship & Service:  Paul Jones ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22, 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
  
Personnel:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Ed McClintock ‘22, Connie Spencer ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22 
  

Worship:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Donna Gallagher ‘24, 
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Ed McClintock ‘22 
 

Clerk:  Connie Spencer ‘23 

Sunday, 7/3, we will worship outside on the grass by the 
playground.  Due to heat, we will worship at 9:30am and have 
Sunday school following.  We will have chairs, or bring your 

own.  We will celebrate communion.  If weather is inclement, 
we will move inside to the Sanctuary, using the same schedule. 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Music is powerful.  Music has the ability to make you think 

and move your spiritual barometer.  I continue sharing with 

you some songs that have influenced or are influencing my 

life.  These may or not be songs that you are familiar with, 

but I ask that you read the lyrics and my commentary.  I 

welcome your thoughts or feedback.  

 

The angels of heaven fall prostrate (lying flat on one’s face 

and chest) as a sign of reverence and worship. And they 

sing, “Holy is the Lord” over and over, for eternity. If we, like 

the angels, will spend eternity worshipping the LORD, we 

should get some quality practice in while we have 

opportunity. I want to encourage you to consider joining us 

in worship. We are making some subtle modifications and 

prayerful hope to draw us all closer to God in the process. 

May our gaze be upon the LORD and our worship bring 

honor and glory to the King of Kings. May our breath be 

taken away as we acknowledge the Creator of all loves us 

and wants to be with us…forever!  

 

I look forward to continuing to share more words of 

inspiration in the months to come.  If you haven’t heard the 

song, I encourage you to Google it.  Blessings! 

 

 Your Brother in Christ,  

 

 -Kyle    

Echo Holy 
Red Rocks Worship 
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Gathered at the highest throne  

Welcomed by a melody  

An anthem I have always known  

A song that’s always been in me  

 

All glory and honor  

Dominion and power  

to You  

 

A million angels fall  

Face down on the floor  

All to echo  

Holy is the Lord  

My heart can’t help but sing  

With all of heaven roar  

Forever echo  

Holy is the Lord  

 

Oh, Oh, forever echo  

holy is the Lord  

 

 

 

Memorized by every heart  

Written in eternity  

Every lifted voice a part  

Joining in the symphony  

 

All glory and honor  

Dominion and power  

to You  

 

All wisdom and wonder  

belong to no other  

but You  

 

Standing at  

The end of time  

There  

Before the throne of grace  

Majesty before my eyes  

Let it take my breath away  

Echo Holy  
by Red Rocks Worship 
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5 July  2022  Newsletter 

Jennifer Lynn (Spors) Whittaker was born on July 21 in Janesville, 
Wisconsin into a military family. She lived in Wisconsin until she was 
7 years old. When her father was transferred to the Chattanooga Army 
Reserves, the family moved to Cleveland, TN. Jenni and her sister, 
Abbey, attended public school in Cleveland and Jenni graduated from 
Walker Valley High School in 2008.  
 
During Jenni’s life, she has lived back and forth between Tennessee and 
Wisconsin. Her father, Chris, is a contractor in the Cleveland area that 
builds custom homes. Her mother, Vicki, lives in Wisconsin. Jenni said 
she has helped her father with some of his building projects. She has 
also volunteered with Habitat for Humanity and Keep America 
Beautiful. Jenni is a pharmacy tech at CVS on Stuart Road in Cleveland. 
  
Jenni said she became interested in attending First Presbyterian Church 
after seeing posts on Facebook about all the events of the church. She 
was happy to see they were oriented toward youth activities and wanted 
to get her four-year-old son, Kai (Kaiser), involved. They began to 
attend church and various activities.  
 
On May 12, 2022, Jenni met with the Session and joined by profession 
of faith. Kai was baptized on June 26, 2022, during church. 
 
Kai attends Children’s Church regularly and attended Vacation Bible 
School while his mother helped with arts and crafts. Jenni says she 
would like to help with the kid’s program and activities.  
  
Both, Jenni and Kai are involved in sports. Kai plays baseball and loves 
to go to Dollywood. Jenni’s hobbies include scrapbooking, playing 
softball, and being involved in Kai’s activities. 

Article by Peggy Walkup 
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Since 1719, “Joy to the World” has been a 
Christmas staple. Its lyrics were crafted by Isaac 
Watts, and to date, it remains one of the most-
published hymns in Northern America. However, 
the fun fact is, the song wasn’t even intended to 
be a Christmas carol, as its original version had 
no such link with Christmas. It wasn’t even 
supposed to be a song! 

 
According to church history, Isaac Watts was one 
of the most prolific and celebrated creators of 
hymns. However, his most famous creation, “Joy 
to the World” was born of coincidence, rather 
than desire. In 1719, Watts published “The 
Psalms of David,” a collection of poems where 
each verse was based on a psalm. But, instead of 
translating the original texts of the “Old 
Testament,” he made some subtle adjustments. 
His poems referred more explicitly towards the 
works of Jesus, thus seeking inspiration from the 
New Testament. 

 

The majority of the hymns of “The Psalms of 
David“ have now fallen into obscurity, except for 
the second part of “Psalm 98.” Ironically, the poet 
had no intention of creating a Christmas carol 
when he composed the verse. However, in 1836, 
Lowell Mason composed a riveting melody for this 
second part and combined with its popularity in 
the church. “Joy to the World” started its journey 
into the music stratosphere. 

 
The musical origin of “Joy to the World” is 
somewhat mystical. Lowell Mason’s version 
remains the most prevalently utilized to date, 
which was the fourth revised interpretation of the 
carol. Lowell named it “ANTIOCH,” the tune of 

which is attributed to George Frideric Handel. The 
choruses of Handel’s oratorio, titled “Messiah” 
shared a chance resemblance with “ANTIOCH.” A 
theme of this musical accompaniment also 
portrayed an eerie similarity with the orchestral 
inception of “Comfort ye,” a recitative. 
 
Further, the first four notes also bear a striking 
similarity to the opening of the choruses “Glory to 
God” and “Lift up your heads,” all belonging to 
the same oratorio. However, this claim has its 
loose ends, since no autographed score by 
George Frideric Handel exists. This, added with 
zero documentary evidence suggesting Handel’s 
involvement offers “ANTIOCH” the benefit of the 
doubt. In 1986, John Wilson further unearthed 
the fact that the initial publication of “Joy to the 
World” was in two separate English collections. 
One of these versions, titled “Comfort” is dated 
back to 1833. This again creates a theory 
excluding Lowell Mason from the list of the 
composer, as his first version is dated three years 
after. 

 

Since 1719, “Joy to the World” has been a 
Christmas staple. Its lyrics were crafted by Isaac 
Watts, and to date, it remains one of the most-
published hymns in Northern America. However, 
the fun fact is, the song wasn’t even intended to 
be a Christmas carol, as its original version had 
no such link with Christmas. It wasn’t even 
supposed to be a song! 

 
 

 

 

 

Continued on next page... 
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According to church history, Isaac Watts was one 
of the most prolific and celebrated creators of 
hymns. However, his most famous creation, “Joy to 
the World” was born of coincidence, rather than 
desire. In 1719, Watts published “The Psalms of 
David,” a collection of poems where each verse 
was based on a psalm. But, instead of translating 
the original texts of the “Old Testament,” he made 
some subtle adjustments. His poems referred more 
explicitly towards the works of Jesus, thus seeking 
inspiration from the New Testament. 

 

Although Isaac Watts is well appreciated today, he 
was considered to be a black sheep back in his 
time. He severely disturbed the status quo of his 
contemporary musical culture and was also termed 
as a heretic for his lyrics. He grew up in a society 
that consisted only of sections of scriptures and 
psalms being incorporated with  

 

The poem in focus was an adaptation of “Psalm 
98.” The poet interpreted this particular verse to 
celebrate of the impact of the Almighty on 
the world. After a century, the second 
part of this verse was adapted to 
music, which culminated in on one of 
the most celebrated Christmas 
carols of all time. 
 
In 1911, the Trinity Choir 
recorded a version of “Joy to 
the World” which became 
extremely popular. Since 
then, several renditions 
have been recorded by an 
array of artists, namely 
Mariah Carey, Pat Boone, 
Johnny Cash, Walter 
Cherry, Bing Crosby, and 
Andy Williams. The musical 
group “The Supremes” and 
acapella group “Pentatonix,” 
also created alternate versions 
of the track. 

 

The vision of “Psalm 98” is to bring 
joy to people. “Joy to the World” 
inspires the listeners to look forward to 
the future, at times when the sin will 
finally be evicted, and all of humanity will 
bask in the glory of the Almighty’s righteousness. 
The message, “We must hope, and rejoice - the 

future will be bright” was accompanied well with 
melody and harmonies that are uplifting and in the 
forward motions. Watts and Mason succeeded 
profoundly in their mission. Although, they had no 
clue that the work will spark a tune that will bask 
through the ages. 

 

 
 

From Galaxy Music Notes 
Submitted by: Linda Gamble 
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We are collecting items again to make hygiene bags for the Cleveland 

Emergency Shelter. We plan on putting bags together, along with delivery, 
on Tuesday, 7/26/22 at 5:30pm 

 
We will be collecting items or monetary donations up until Sunday, 7/24/22. 

All who wish to participate please contact  
Jessica Carter or Rachel Merriman.   

 
Items to Donate:  

Shampoo •  Conditioner •  Body Soap •  Wash Cloths   

Toothbrushes   Toothpaste •  Deodorant •  Lotion  

Hygiene Bags 
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We will continue meeting in the Remembrance Room at 9:30am on Sundays.   

Our summer topics will include: Scripture • Creation • Providence  

• The 10 Commandments • The Trinity • Kingdom of God • The Lord’s 

Supper • Baptism • The Church • The Gospel • Creeds (revisited)  

• The Lord’s Prayer (Revisited) 

Young Adults Sunday School 

Fellowship Hall Followers Sunday School  

Join us as we continue The Power of Knowing God. Get to Know God as He Really Is. Dr. Tony 

Evans believes seeking to know God is life’s greatest purpose. In this practical, six-session 

video series, he shares strategies and skills for how you can live victoriously as a child of 

God. Your connection with God can be so much more than going to church, reading the 

Bible, and attending study groups. Using in-depth scriptural studies alongside stories from 

his own life, Dr. Evans will equip you with the tools you need for pursuing an authentic and 

life-transforming relationship with your Savior. We begin about 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  
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Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
  

July 3: Psalm 30; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20, Sermon: Sent  
 

July 10: Psalm 82; Luke 10:25-37, Sermon: Mr. Roger’s Theology  
 

July 17: Psalm 52; Luke 10:38-42, Sermon: Distracted  
 

July 24: Psalm 85; Luke 11:1-13, Sermon: Hammer Time 
 

July 31: Psalm 107: 1-9, 43; Luke 12:13-31, Sermon: Summer Heat  

We are looking for some additional folks to serve as ushers on Sunday mornings.   

A smiling face, with a welcoming personality, and the ability to complete some simple 

tasks are all that are required.   

Contact Rev. Kyle Schmidt or Dr. Blayne Carroll for more information.  

 

 

Rev. Kyle & Amy Schmidt 10th 

Arlynn & Olivia Blazer 16th 

Hank & Jami Smith 23rd 

Marcus & Ann Holiday 29th 

A committee is being formed and a plan devised to identify God’s choice for our 

next Coordinator of Church Music role. We ask for your prayers and welcome 

your feedback and constructive comments.  

Karen Archer 1st 

Amos Blazer 1st 

Cherie Sneed 2nd 

Charlotte Spencer 2nd 

Rachel Savage 6th 

Bill McGrath 8th 

Abigail Blazer 11th 

Zachery Johnson 11th 

Benny Daigle 14th 

Bim Rollens 14th 

Haley Eidson 20th 

Ben McChesney 21st 

Jen Whittaker 21st 

Max Pflug 22nd 

Olivia Blazer 23rd 

James McGrath 28th 

Brenda Bowker 30th  
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When: Wednesday, July 6th  

Where: Home of Richard & Becky 

Merriman  
(668 Baugh Springs Road, McDonald, TN 37353) 

Time: 5:00 p.m. Swimming    

          6:00 p.m. Covered dish supper 
 

**Bring your swimsuit, towel, floaties,  

and favorite dish to share. 

CHURCH POOL PARTY 

Camp John Knox - September 10th & 11th 

SAVE THE DATE 

The First Presbyterian Church Memorial Scholarship Fund was started in 1957.  The Fund was 

created to serve members of our church by providing financial assistance for their post high 

school education including college, university, trade school or vocational education. 

  

The Scholarship Fund has benefited from several very generous donations in memory of: 

  

• John Milne • Joe Donaldson • Margaret Weeks • Beverly Flatter • Rob Rittenhouse  

• Robert Waline • Reverend Arthur Pflug • Clancy Henley 

  

These donations have aided numerous members of our congregation over the past years. 

  

Applications are now being accepted for 2022 Memorial Scholarships.  
 

Applicants must be members of First Presbyterian Church.  To apply please email, mail or 

drop off at the church a letter explaining your post high school education plans and the 

activities in which you have participated at First Presbyterian Church of Cleveland, TN. 

  

Applications will be accepted until August 21st with the awards to be presented during 

worship service on August 28th.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Daigle for more information. 

2022 MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
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WE ARE STILL COLLECTING PULL TABS AND CANS 

Pop tabs, the little rings on top of many 

cans, are not only very easy to collect, but 

they teach people of all ages about 

philanthropy and provide awareness about 

the mission of the Ronald McDonald House. 

When you make a donation, you are giving the 

gift of togetherness during trying times to 

families with ill children. Even though it costs 

$66.00 per night to house a family, RMHC of 

Greater Chattanooga allows families in need to 

stay with us at no cost. Your support will ensure 

that the Ronald McDonald House® will always 

be a place where ill children and their families 

can set aside some of their worries, at least for 

a little while.  

….and while you are pulling those  tabs 

Save Those Cans 
For the boy scouts! 
A bin will  be placed in the Narthex for the 

collection of your cans. These will be donated to 

our local Boy Scout chapter.  

 

When you help the Boy Scouts you are supporting  

your friends and neighbors. These kids are active 

are very active in our community in a program that 

helps develop wonderful values while having lots 

of fun learning and experiencing new things.  
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I have invited the church to join me on a reading of the Bible in 2022.  Have 

you ever closed your Bible and thought, “What did I just read?”  Or maybe 

you've tried to read through the Bible in a year, but quit when it felt 

confusing or impersonal?  Are you one of the many who has read through 

the book of Genesis approximately 20 times, but hasn't read anything 

beyond that?  The Bible Recap is here to help!  It’s a short daily podcast (~8 

minutes) hosted by Tara-Leigh Cobble.  She will highlight and summarize 

that day’s Bible reading in a casual, easy to understand way.  The Bible 

Recap will not only help you read scripture but help you love reading 

it!  Each day you’ll read the assigned reading, then tune in to The Bible 

Recap each day after you've finished reading! NOTE:  Please do not buy a 

print Chronological Bible; it will likely be laid out differently than our 

reading plan. All you need is a regular Bible. 

 

Check out this link for detailed info: http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start  

 

As I update this invitation, I am over 282 days into my current cycle.  I find 

it encouraging, inspiring, with great insights and background.  With many 

people having “Smart” phones today you can utilize a Bible app and 

Podcast app to help keep you on track.  Please let me know if you have any 

questions. 

 

~Rev. Kyle 

Read the Bible with FPC 

http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start


 

 14 www.firstprescleveland.com  |             www.facebook.com/firstprescleveland 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL: 

*Other Children & Youth Ministry July dates TBA  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

 

Date TBD 

Splash Pad & Picnic Outing 

11:00am  

All families are invited to join us as 

we go enjoy the water fun together,  

 

Parents: 

Please let Jessica know if you are 

interested in this event. 

Date TBD 
Youth Trip 

Sign Up with Jessica 

 

Please see Jessica for further information.  



 

 

15 July  2022  Newsletter 
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Please send the pictures to Ivia at office@firstpresecleveland.com or text Kyle @ 423.994.0350.  
Our Flat Jesus fun will conclude at the end of July.  

“Flat Jesus” Journeys 
He is with us everywhere and in everything we do. 

mailto:office@firstpresecleveland.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Newsletter Info Due 

 

 

6:00pm  

Boy Scout 
Leadership Meeting 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Scouts 

 

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Scouts 

 

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Scouts 

 

10am 

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Scouts 

J.O.Y. School 9:00am—2:00pm 

J.O.Y. School 9:00am—2:00pm 

J.O.Y. School 9:00am—2:00pm 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

Upcoming Events in august 

August  10th: Back to Church Picnic 

August 14th: Rally Day 

Office Closed 

9:30am Worship 
10:45am Sunday 

School 


