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  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
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 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Paul Jones ‘22, Ed McClintock ‘22 
  

Christian Education:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Donna Gallagher ‘24,  
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Rachel Merriman ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Rachel Merriman ‘23 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
 

Fellowship & Service:  Paul Jones ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22, 
Ann Holiday ‘24 
  
Personnel:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Ed McClintock ‘22, Connie Spencer ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22 
  

Worship:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Donna Gallagher ‘24, 
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Ed McClintock ‘22 
 

Clerk:  Connie Spencer ‘23 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Music is powerful.  Music has the ability to make you think and 

move your spiritual barometer.  I continue sharing with you some 

songs that have influenced or are influencing my life.  These may 

or not be songs that you are familiar with, but I ask that you read 

the lyrics and my commentary.  I welcome your thoughts or 

feedback.  
 

Manna in the Morning comes from our upcoming VBS 

soundtrack, Food Truck Party.  My daughters and I have been 

listening to the songs in our travels both to introduce the music, 

but also to begin talking about the themes expressed.  In Exodus 

16.  In the midst of their wandering in the desert, after their 

escape from Egypt and prior to their entry to the Promised Land, 

the Israelites grumble and complain, “If only we had died by the 

Lord’s hand in Egypt!  There we sat around pots of meat and ate 

all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this 

desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”  The LORD, 

through Moses responds, “I will provide for your daily needs.”  

 

As much as we may not like to admit it, we are a lot like the 

Israelites.  We do a pretty good job of complaining and a not so 

good job of trusting.  We look at our lot in life and say, “If only...”. 

As the song says, “We trust that God will never fail.”  God doesn’t 

make mistakes or give us more than we can handle with His help. 

May we trust in the Lord always.  If you are not familiar with the 

story I encourage you to read it.  It may encourage you to trust 

God in the challenging times of life.  We invite your prayers for 

the VBS that FPC will offer and ask that God would work through 

us to reach a hurting world.  

 

I look forward to continuing to share more words of inspiration in 

the months to come.  If you haven’t heard the song, I encourage 

you to Google it.  Blessings! 

 

 Your Brother in Christ,  

 

 -Kyle    

Manna in the Morning 
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0o la la la la la, oo la la la la la, 0o la la la la la la la la la la la la la (2X) 
 

Hey, hey, whatcha say?  What'd ya have for lunch today? 
 

Manna, M-A-N-N-A, Manna (Mmm yeah) 
 

Hey, hey that sounds nice what about dinner tonight? 
 

Quail, Q-U-A-I-L, Quail (Mmm yeah) 
 

What's for breakfast?  Same as you!  Cause every night it's raining food! 
 

And by the time evening comes God provides birds -yum, yum! 
 

We wander through the desert and you think we wouldn't eat 
 

But God is rich in mercy and provides all that we need 
 

We know that we are not alone because our God provides 
 

The manna in morning and the quail every night! 
 

Manna in the morning and the quail every night. 
 

We get the manna in the morning and the quail every night (repeat x7) 
 

We gather up but not too much 
 

It's how we learn; we learn to trust 
 

We trust that God will never fail 
 

Faithfulness beyond compare  

Manna in the Morning by Andy Wilson 
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We will be collecting donations to go to the PCUSA 
Ukraine Fund through the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
program until Pentecost Sunday, June 5th. 
 
On Pentecost Sunday, cash offerings collected that day and 
any checks that specifically noted “Ukraine” will also go to 
the PCUSA Ukraine Fund. 
 
For more information on the PCUSA Ukraine Fund, please 
visit: https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine/ 

As a church, we provide a yearly fund to the Hope House on 
the campus of UTC.  The Hope House has made it a goal to 
provide UTC students with the hospitality and support of 
Jesus Christ.  Hope House was founded on the desire to reach 
out to different students and give them the opportunity to 
worship God.  The students are provided with a home, food, 
and a warm environment to join and be involved in.  In an 
attempt to support a Christ-like community, our church has 
come together to aid them in their journey of living. 
 
For more information about the Hope House, visit Home 
(hopeutc.org)  

Hygiene Bags 
We are collecting items again to make hygiene bags for the Cleveland 

Emergency Shelter. We plan on putting bags together, along with delivery, on 
Tuesday, 7/26/22 at 5:30pm 

 
We will be collecting items or monetary donations up until Sunday, 

7/24/2022. All who wish to participate please contact Jessica Carter or 
Rachel Merriman.   

 
Items to Donate:  

Shampoo •  Conditioner •  Body Soap •  Wash Cloths   Toothbrushes   
Toothpaste •  Deodorant •  Lotion  

https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine/
https://pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine/
http://www.hopeutc.org
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We will continue meeting in the Remembrance Room at 9:30am on Sundays.   

Our summer topics will include: Scripture • Creation • Providence  

• The 10 Commandments • The Trinity • Kingdom of God • The Lord’s 

Supper • Baptism • The Church • The Gospel • Creeds (revisited)  

• The Lord’s Prayer (Revisited) 

Young Adults Sunday School 

Fellowship Hall Followers Sunday School  

Join us Sunday, June 5th, as we begin The Power of Knowing God. Get to Know God as He 

Really Is. Dr. Tony Evans believes seeking to know God is life’s greatest purpose.  In this 

practical, six-session video series, he shares strategies and skills for how you can live 

victoriously as a child of God.  Your connection with God can be so much more than going to 

church, reading the Bible, and attending study groups.  Using in-depth scriptural studies 

alongside stories from his own life, Dr. Evans will equip you with the tools you need for 

pursuing an authentic and life-transforming relationship with your Savior.  We begin about 

9:30 in the Fellowship Hall. 
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JUNE WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
  

June 5: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:14-17, Sermon: Red Letter Life   
 

June 12: Trinity and VBS Sunday  
 

June 19: Guest Speaker: Jonathan Pflug 
 

June 26: Psalm 67; Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62, Sermon: First Things First 

WORSHIP SERVICE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

We are looking for some additional folks to serve as ushers on Sunday mornings.   

A smiling face, with a welcoming personality, and the ability to complete some simple 

tasks are all that are required.   

Contact Rev. Kyle Schmidt or Dr. Blayne Carroll for more information.  

 

 

Ben & Lindsey McChesney 1st 

Lee & Robin McChesney 16th 

Ted & Karen Smith 16th 

Joe & Charlotte Spencer 21st 

John & Connie Spencer 21st 

Ken & JoAnn Scannapiego 22nd 

Richard & Becky Merriman 23rd 

JUNE WORSHIP NOTE 

As you should have read or heard by now, the FPC Personnel committee and Session came to 

the decision to make a change in our Coordinator of Church music staff position.  

Joan Smith’s last Sunday was 5/22. A committee is being formed and plan devised to identify 

God’s choice for this role. We ask for your prayers and welcome your feedback and 

constructive comments.  

Tucker Bentley 1st 
Zander Gomez 7th 
Jon Merriman 7th 
Ruth Cuellar 10th 
Carrie Pflug 10th 
Linda Pflug 11th 
John Hendrix 12th 
Sam Daigle 15th 
Shyann Johnson 15th 
Kati Brazier 20th 
Patsy Smith 22nd 
Jana Strange 23rd 
Courtney Wolfe 24th 
Karen Smith 27th 
Carol Farley 28th 
Connie Spencer 28th 
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Celebrate the special men in your life! 
 

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 
 

Sunday, June 19th at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 

When: Wednesday, June 15th  
Where: Home of The Blazers                                                          

(6825 Candies Creek Ridge Road, Charleston, 37310) 
Time: 5:00 p.m. Swimming    

          6:00 p.m. Covered dish supper 
 

**Bring your swimsuit, towel, floaties, and favorite dish. 

CHURCH POOL PARTY 

LOOKING TO HELP - JOSEY BISCOE  

• 17 years old (upcoming senior at Walker Valley High School)  

• Member of First Presbyterian Church 

• Active member of FPC Youth Group  

• Has volunteered and worked with the kids at FPC for 3 years 

• Student taught at Michigan Avenue Elementary this past school 

year 

• Hours Available: completely free on Tuesday’s, Thursday’s & 

weekends. 

• Mondays, Wednesday’s, Fridays soccer from 9-11am.  

• Can babysit, pet sit, house sit, clean/yard work if needed 
 

(Will not be available June 11-16 or June 29-July 8th)  

 

Contact number:(423) 284-1212 

Reference: Jessica Gomez  
 

Friday, June 17th 
Game Starts 7:15pm | Meet at church at 6:00pm  

Presbytery of East TN is hosting a Presbytery night at the Chattanooga 
Lookouts game on June 17th at 7:15! Tickets are $9.  Some tickets can be 
purchased from Paul Jones, or can be purchased through the Presbytery 

website (presbyteryeasttn.org) 
Don’t wait until the last minute, go buy your tickets now!  

CHATTANOOGA LOOKOUTS GAME  

https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/
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WE ARE STILL COLLECTING PULL TABS AND CANS 

Pop tabs, the little rings on top of many 

cans, are not only very easy to collect, but 

they teach people of all ages about 

philanthropy and provide awareness about 

the mission of the Ronald McDonald House. 

When you make a donation, you are giving the 

gift of togetherness during trying times to 

families with ill children. Even though it costs 

$66.00 per night to house a family, RMHC of 

Greater Chattanooga allows families in need to 

stay with us at no cost. Your support will ensure 

that the Ronald McDonald House® will always 

be a place where ill children and their families 

can set aside some of their worries, at least for 

a little while.  

….and while you are pulling those  tabs 

Save Those Cans 
For the boy scouts! 
A bin will  be placed in the Narthex for the 

collection of your cans. These will be donated to 

our local Boy Scout chapter.  

 

When you help the Boy Scouts you are supporting  

your friends and neighbors. These kids are active 

are very active in our community in a program that 

helps develop wonderful values while having lots 

of fun learning and experiencing new things.  
 
 
 



 

 

9 June 2022  Newsletter 

I have invited the church to join me on a reading of the Bible in 2022.  Have 

you ever closed your Bible and thought, “What did I just read?”  Or maybe 

you've tried to read through the Bible in a year, but quit when it felt 

confusing or impersonal?  Are you one of the many who has read through 

the book of Genesis approximately 20 times, but hasn't read anything 

beyond that?  The Bible Recap is here to help!  It’s a short daily podcast (~8 

minutes) hosted by Tara-Leigh Cobble.  She will highlight and summarize 

that day’s Bible reading in a casual, easy to understand way.  The Bible 

Recap will not only help you read scripture but help you love reading 

it!  Each day you’ll read the assigned reading, then tune in to The Bible 

Recap each day after you've finished reading! NOTE:  Please do not buy a 

print Chronological Bible; it will likely be laid out differently than our 

reading plan. All you need is a regular Bible. 

 

Check out this link for detailed info: http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start  

 

As I update this invitation, I am over 257 days into my current cycle.  I find 

it encouraging, inspiring, with great insights and background.  With many 

people having “Smart” phones today you can utilize a Bible app and 

Podcast app to help keep you on track.  Please let me know if you have any 

questions. 

 

~Rev. Kyle 

Read the Bible with FPC 

http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start
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MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL: 

*Other Children & Youth Ministry June dates TBA  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

June 5th 

End Of School Party 

9:00am 

All kids are invited to join us for a fun party during 

church before moving up to the next class!  

 

June 6th – 10th 

Vacation Bible School 

5:30pm—8:15pm 

Food Truck Party!  

VBS Sunday - June 12th 

 

June 15th 

Cinema Outing to UEC Theater 

10:00am Cost: $1 

Parents & kids can join us for a fun summer movie 

trip at the theater!  Meet Jessica there.  

June 19th 

Children’s Summer Party 

9:00am 

Our kids will join their new teachers and class for 

some fun in Children's church  

 

June 23rd 

Splash Pad & Picnic Outing 

11:00am @ Athens Regional Park 

All families are invited to join us as we go enjoy 

the water fun together, bring a lunch to eat and 

will stop for ice cream at the Dairy Barn after!  

We will carpool if needed.  

June 27th - 29th 
Youth Camping Trip 

Sign Up with Jessica 

Join us for a fun few days as we camp at 

the Chilhowee campground.  We will 

leave early Monday morning and come 

back Wednesday morning.  We intend to 

enjoy some tent camping, picnicking, 

campfires, swimming at the lake, hikes 

and fun fellowship! 

June 22nd 
Youth Pool Party  

@ Madison Martin's House 5pm  

1516 Everhart Drive NW 37311  

Swimming, food & fun!  
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5.27.22  3:39pm 
4 LB  9 OZ  17 in 

 

Proud Parents: 
Justin & Courtney Wolfe 

 
Proud Grandparents: 

Bill & Karen Archer 
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Caden Michael Brazier  
Graduated Cleveland High School, Friday, May 13, 2022.  He 
was a member of the baseball team and played the baritone 
in the marching band, receiving several music awards and 
music opportunities throughout his years at Cleveland High 
School.  He plans to study business management beginning in 
the fall at Cleveland State, taking advantage of TN promise, 
and then going on to a University to pursue his Bachelor’s 
Degree. 

Bentley Spencer  
(John and Connie’s 
granddaughter) 
Hebron High School,  
Plano, TX 
High School Diploma 
To attend Collin County 
Community College and 
become a nurse. 

Emerson Spencer 

(John and Connie’s 
granddaughter) from 
Plano, TX, and is 
graduating a year early 
from high school.  She is 
homeschooled and 
wants to go into acting.  

Rachel Merriman  
This First Presbyterian Church Youth & Elder 
graduated Walker Valley High School on 
May 12, 2022.  She will be attending Lee 
University this fall to pursue her Bachelors of 
Science in Business. 
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Psalm 139 
You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.  You know when I sit and when I rise; 
you perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out and my lying down; you 
are familiar with all my ways.  Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it 
completely.  You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.  Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.  Where can I go from 
your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence?  If I go up to the heavens, you are 
there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.  If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle 
on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me 
fast.  If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,” even the 
darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to 
you.  For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  My 
frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in 
the depths of the earth.  Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were 
written in your book before one of them came to be.  How precious to me are your thoughts, 
God!  How vast is the sum of them!  Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of 
sand—when I awake, I am still with you.  If only you, God, would slay the wicked!  Away from me, 
you who are bloodthirsty!  They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your 
name.  Do I not hate those who hate you, Lord, and abhor those who are in rebellion against 
you?  I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies.  Search me, God, and know my 
heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting. 
 
 God is (already) everywhere.  You may think to yourself…Kyle we know this…but do you 
really know it.  When we come to church we can expect to encounter God, but what about at the 
grocery store or shopping at the mall?  Did you know God is there for those late night trips to the 
refrigerator?  God is there when you think no one notices or sees…God is always there.   
 This can be both a frightening thought, but also should bring a sense of comfort.  In the 
midst of the difficult doctor visits, God is there.  When there are challenges at home or work, God 
is there.  In those moments when you think the world doesn’t care or that you are all alone, God is 
there.  As the Psalmist notes in Psalm 139 (bold for emphasis), we cannot “flee from the presence 
of God.” 
 
 We are going to re-try a fun little activity through the summer.  Above you will notice a 
small “flat Jesus”.  There is a larger version elsewhere in the newsletter.  You are encouraged to 
take the “flat Jesus”, cut it out if you would like, and take it with you wherever you go.  If you go 
the park, take Jesus.  If you go to the lake, take Jesus.  If you go to work, take Jesus.  If you go on 
vacation, take Jesus.  We would love for you to take a picture with Jesus at the various places you 
go.  We then ask for you to send those pictures to the church for us to share with one another where 

we see/find Jesus.  Have fun with this activity.  We pray that as you picture 
Jesus in various places that you will consider that He is already there…
before you arrived, and after you leave.  May God’s blessings be upon all as 
we seek to serve Him.   
 
Please send the pictures to Ivia at office@firstpresecleveland.com or text 
Kyle @ 423.994.0350.  We will use the pictures for bulletin boards, 
Facebook, and our website.   

“Flat Jesus” Journeys 

...with Matthew Smith and Jessica Gomez on the playground. 

mailto:office@firstpresecleveland.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12  13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Newsletter Info Due 

6:00pm 
Session Meeting 
Via Zoom 

 

10:45am Worship 

Children’s Church 

Summer Party 

 

VBS Decorating Week 

Youth Swim Party 

6:00pm  

Boy Scout 
Leadership Meeting 

VBS Week - Food Truck Party 5:30pm—8:15pm 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

J.O.Y. School 9:00am—2:00pm 

J.O.Y. School 9:00am—2:00pm 

J.O.Y. School 9:00am—2:00pm 

Youth Camping Trip June 27th - 29th 

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Scouts 

 

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Scouts 

 

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Scouts 

 

5PM 

Church Pool Party 

5PM 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
10:45am Worship 

9:15am 

10am 
Cinema  

Meet @church: 6:00pm  
Game Starts: 7:15pm  

 
 

11am 
Family 
Outing 

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Scouts 

VBS Sunday 

9:30am 
Sunday School 
 


