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Pastor                                    Rev. Kyle Schmidt  
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Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

  First Presbyterian Church Cleveland, TN 
Website: www.firstprescleveland.com 
Email: office@firstprescleveland.com 

 SESSION MEMBERS 
  
Buildings and Grounds:  Paul Jones ‘22, Ed McClintock ‘22 
  

Christian Education:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Donna Gallagher ‘24,  
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Becky Merriman ‘22,  
Rachel Merriman ‘23 
  

Evangelism & Missions:  Jessica Carter ‘23, Rachel Merriman ‘23 
 

Fellowship & Service:  Paul Jones ‘22, Becky Merriman ‘22 
  
Personnel:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Ed McClintock ‘22, Connie Spencer ‘23 
  

Stewardship & Commitment:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22 
  

Worship:  Blayne Carroll ‘24, Sandy Daigle ‘22, Donna Gallagher ‘24, 
Linda Gamble ‘24, Robin McChesney ‘23, Ed McClintock ‘22 
 

Clerk:  Connie Spencer ‘23 

OH, HOW 
HE LOVES US. 

 
(1 JOHN 4:10) 
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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

 
Music is powerful.  Music has the ability to make you think and move your spiritual barometer.  I continue 
sharing with you some songs that have influenced or are influencing my life.  These may or not be songs that 
you are familiar with, but I ask that you read the lyrics and my commentary.  I welcome your thoughts or 
feedback.  
 
A phrase that Jonathan Pflug used during worship recently was “7-11 song”.  I want to be sure you know what 
this means before I share this month’s song.  “7-11 song” is a term given to songs which have seven words, 
sung eleven times.  The criticism is that it is pointless, even stupefying, to say the same thing over and over 
again.  But before all such songs are dismissed wholesale, let me remind you…the heavenly beings 
themselves incessantly chant “Holy, Holy, Holy…” over and over and over again before the throne of God 
(Revelation 4:8).  If the angels do it, there must be some value…so please indulge me and love God in the 
process.  One of my most repeated prayers during this season of life has been, “LORD, help me to be faithful 
during the trying times.”  I have shared with some that seemingly no matter what decision I and the Session 
make on a given topic (especially worship) it makes some outspokenly unhappy.  While you might expect this 
behavior, it doesn’t make ministry easy.  I was reminded in our recent Wednesday night discussion, my job/
calling as your Pastor is to bring you and others closer to Jesus, not to make you happy.  
 

 

Whether you are a cradle Christian or new to the faith it is beneficial to be reminded that in the ups and downs 
of life, God is with you.  God’s love is all around us, comforting, uplifting, and with us whether we feel it or not.  
This season of life is challenging for many and I encourage you to press on and in toward Jesus.  Don’t allow 
the evil one to distract you from the King of Kings and LORD of Lords.  May we hold onto Jesus as our lifeline, 
not just for this life, but for all eternity.  
 
I look forward to continuing to share more words of inspiration in the months to come.  If you haven’t heard the 
song, I encourage you to Google it.  Blessings!  
   

—Your Brother in Christ 
Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Faithful 

Lord You search me, how You know me  

You perceive my every thought from afar  

In all my wandering, still You love me  

King of glory You pursue my anxious heart  

 

Even when I’m not, You're faithful  

Even when I doubt Your truth holds  

Even when I’m lost You won’t let me go  

 

When my heart is dry Your grace flows  

No matter where I run, I’m not far from home  

Yea, I may be weak but You’re able  

Even when I’m not, You’re faithful  

Even when I’m not, You’re faithful  

 

Where can I go from Your Spirit  

Where can I hide from Your face  

Where can I flee from Your presence  

Where would I go, where would I go  

 

If I rise to the heavens You’re with me  

If I fall to the depths of the sea  

Even there it’s Your hand that will lead me  

Wherever I go, wherever I go  

Faithful by Erik Nieder  
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Submitted by: Linda Gamble 

Several time in the 
last few weeks I 
have heard the 
phrase you don't 
walk alone.  Each 
time it brought to 
mind the song from  
the Broadway 
musical Carousel.  I 
felt moved to share 

this with you it is not a hymn although it most 
certainly could be. 

It was 1945 when the score of the musical 
Carousel was written by American composer 
Richard Rogers; Oscar Hammerstein II added the 
lyrics.  Even if you’re not familiar with the 
Broadway musical Carousel (and Hollywood 
movie in 1956), you’ve likely heard the uplifting 
message and melody of the song "You’ll Never 
Walk Alone." 
 
Its roots in the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical 
extend far beyond the story of love and loss for the 
characters in Carousel.  It has also been adopted 
as a soccer anthem in Europe.  Sung at every 
Liverpool match and all matches in Ireland and 
Germany, it is also the seventh most popular song 
at weddings and funerals in the UK (United 
Kingdom).  From 1964 through 2010, Jerry Lewis 
concluded the annual Jerry Lewis Labor Day MDA 
Telethon by singing this song. 

It has provided hope and inspiration in other ways 
as well.  The Feb 23, 2015, issue of Guidepost 
Magazine (a faith-based publication) had a story 
about a woman who was struggling with the recent 
loss of her husband.  The story follows... 

Outside my window the sun was shining and the 
birds were singing.  Inside things were different. It 
had been a year that spring Sunday since my 
husband, George, had passed away, and I was 
still finding it hard to face the world alone. 
 
I remembered one afternoon following an intense 
chemo treatment, George came home and 
collapsed onto the couch.  The 1956 movie 
Carousel was on TV.  In the film a man returns 
from heaven to visit his wife and daughter he sang 
to them “You’ll Never Walk Alone,”  “At the end of 
the storm/there’s a golden sky/And the sweet 
silver song of the lark.”  George reached across 
the couch and took my hand as we watched 
together.  Those words suddenly held special 
meaning for both of us. 

And yet, I do walk alone, I told God on the way to 
church.  Or at least that’s how I felt. 
 
After communion, I returned to my seat just as the 
soprano began to sing: “When you walk through a 
storm/hold your head up high.”  The melody was 
vaguely familiar.  But this was no hymn I’d ever 
come across.  No, these were the opening lines of 
“You’ll Never Walk Alone.” 
 

Our church had never played a commercial song 
before, from as far back as I could remember.  But 
today, for me, God had something very special in 
mind.  Life’s carousel spun round through all 
seasons, but I would never ride it alone. 

 

It has been a rough two years for each and 
everyone of us, indeed for the whole world.   
As we move forward in this new year remember 
You never walk alone. 

"Be strong. Be brave. Be fearless.  
You are never alone." Joshua 1:9 



 

 4 www.firstprescleveland.com  |             www.facebook.com/firstprescleveland 

 

Presbyterian Women will meet 
again on Thursday, February 10th 

at 10:30 a.m.  

 
 

 The study is The Girl's Still Got It by  
best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs. You know Ruth’s story. 

Now meet her in person. And prepare to be changed. 
 

Walk with Ruth as she travels from Moab to Bethlehem, 
certain of her calling, yet uncertain of her future. Hold 

Naomi’s hand and watch love put the pieces of her 
broken life back together. And hang out with Boaz, their 
kinsman-redeemer, who blesses both women and honors 

God, big time. 
 

With  author Liz Curtis Higgs by our side, we’ll tarry in the 
corners of their homes, listen to their conversations, and 
consider every word of every verse until you can say, “I 

totally get the book of Ruth. And I see what God is trying to 
teach me through this rags-to-riches redemption story—he 

has a plan for my life.” 
 

Girl, does he ever! 
 

Think of it as time travel without gimmicks, gizmos, or a 
DeLorean: a novel approach to Bible study that leaps from 

past to present, gleaning timeless truths that will draw 
us nearer to the One who knows us fully, loves us completely, 

and holds us close to his heart. 

 
We hope to see you there. 

 
PS. Can't make it on Thursdays but would like to do the study? The book is available on Amazon. 

Mark your calendars and please plan 
to join us for fellowship, good eats 

(after all we are Presbyterian!)  
and our study in the book of Ruth.  

 
This month we will be meeting in the 

FPC Fellowship Hall. 
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
  

February 6: Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 138, Sermon: Special Delivery  
 

February 13: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1, Sermon: Trust Fall 
 

February 20: Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40, Sermon: God’s Plan 
 

February 27: Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99, Sermon: Skin Deep  
 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

The Worship stream will start at 10:30 am Sunday, with Worship service starting at 10:45 am.  

At the conclusion of service, the worship video will be available on our Youtube channel.     

 

We thank you for your faithfulness.  To God be all glory! 

Come, let us worship.   
Psalm 95 

 

 Angelo Barnick     3rd 

 Wayne Carter      10th 

 Willow Holiday     10th 

 Sandy Daigle     16th 

 Matthew Smith     19th 

 Amy Atchley         20th 

 Anthony Barnick     21st 

 Logan Schmidt     21st 

 Jennifer Johnson     23rd 

 Ed McClintock     24th 

 Ann Chittenden     27th  
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SERVING WITH LOVE 

Serving With Love  
 

A Valentine Dinner hosted by our Youth 
 

Wednesday, February 9th, 6:00pm 

 
Love is in the air as all adults are invited to this special Wednesday night meal 

that will be prepared and served by our FPC Youth!   
 

Please RSVP your spot with Jessica by February 6th.   

Childcare provided.   

VALENTINE BAGS 

Now through February 13th, Drop off a 

valentine for our kids and youth!  

 

A table is set up in our Narthex  

for 13 kids and 13 youth.  

Kids 

Knox, Willow, Lucy, Zander, Amos, Lucas, Harrison, Jackie, Logan, Sawyer, Amelia, Max, Dyson 

 

Youth 

Caden, Myles, Jake, Zach, Madison, Josey, Bri, Caleb, Turner, Matthew, Abigail, Carrie, Jacqueline 

SAVE THE DATES FOR VBS 

Theme: Food Truck Party 

This summer our kids will become chefs 

as we travel on a food truck to learn about 

God‘s love! 

We will be pre-ordering t-shirts in 

February and starting registration so save 

the dates!  

mailto:dce@firstprescleveland.com?subject=Serving%20With%20Love%20RSVP
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The Purpose Driven Life 

 

The most basic question everyone faces in 

life is Why am I here? What is my purpose? 

Self-help books suggest that people should 

look within, at their own desires and 

dreams, but Rick Warren says the starting 

place must be with God and His eternal 

purposes for each life. Real meaning and 

significance comes from understanding 

and fulfilling God’s purposes for putting us 

on earth. 

 
The Purpose-Driven Life takes the 

groundbreaking message of the award-
winning Purpose-Driven Church and goes 

deeper, applying it to the lifestyle of 

individual Christians. This book helps 

readers understand God’s incredible plan 
for their lives. The Purpose-Driven Life is a 

manifesto for Christian living in the 21st 

century…a lifestyle based on eternal purposes, not cultural values. Using 

biblical stories and letting the Bible speak for itself, Warren clearly 

explains God’s five purposes for each of us: 
 

1. We were planned for God’s pleasure so your first purpose is to offer real worship. 

2. We were formed for God’s family so your second purpose is to enjoy real fellowship. 

3. We were created to become like Christ, so your third purpose is to learn real 

discipleship. 

4. We were shaped for serving God so your fourth purpose is to practice real ministry. 

5. We were made for a mission so your fifth purpose is to live out real evangelism. 

 

I have ordered some books. (There are two versions, but either should suffice). The cost 

is $8/book and can be picked up from the church office. We began our discussion 

January12th. May God work through our reading, study, and discussion. 

 

 ~Rev. Kyle 
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Read the Bible with FPC: I would like to invite the church to join me on a 

reading of the Bible in 2022.  Have you ever closed your Bible and thought, 

“What did I just read?”  Or maybe you've tried to read through the Bible in 

a year, but quit when it felt confusing or impersonal? Are you one of the 

many who has read through the book of Genesis approximately 20 times, 

but hasn't read anything beyond that?  The Bible Recap is here to help!  It’s 

a short daily podcast (~8 minutes) hosted by Tara-Leigh Cobble.  She will 

highlight and summarize that day’s Bible reading in a casual, easy to 

understand way.  The Bible Recap will not only help you read scripture but 

help you love reading it!  Each day you’ll read the assigned reading, then 

tune in to The Bible Recap each day after you've finished reading! 

NOTE:  Please do not buy a print Chronological Bible; it will likely be laid 

out differently than our reading plan. All you need is a regular Bible. 

 

Check out this link for detailed info: http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start  

 

As I write this invitation, I am 136 days into my current cycle.  I find it 

encouraging, inspiring, with great insights and background.  With many 

people having “Smart” phones today you can utilize a Bible app and 

Podcast app to help keep you on track.  Please let me know if you have any 

questions…I will give periodic updates and words of encouragement. 

 

~Rev. Kyle 
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MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL: 

*Other Children & Youth Ministry February dates TBA  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

February 9th 
Church Valentine Dinner  

6:00pm  

Youth will be cooking & serving din-

ner to all the church members!  
 

February 16th  
Boys Valentine’s Night Out  

6:00pm 

All of the middle-high school boys are 

invited to join Manny for a fun night to 

celebrate Valentine’s Day! This will be 

in place of the normal Wednesday 

program for the boys they will eat and 

go to do a fun event locally together. 

More details to come.  

Save The Date!  
Youth Summit High-School Retreat 2022  

Holston Presbytery Camp (NC) 

Feb 25-27th  

Activity: Skiing  

See Jessica Gomez for registration details 

February 20th  

Kids Valentine’s Party! 

12:00pm—2:00pm 

Toddler to 5th Grade are invited 

to stay after church for food, fun & 

activities! We can’t wait to share 

the love with the kids!  

February 11th  
Galentine’s Night Out!   

 All of the middle-high school 

girls are invited to join Jessica for 

a girls night out after school to 

celebrate Valentine’s Day! More 

details to come.  



 

 10 www.firstprescleveland.com  |             www.facebook.com/firstprescleveland 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28      
9:30am 
Sunday School 

10:00am 
Children’s Choir 
10:45am Worship 

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Boy Scouts 

6:30pm Cub Scouts  

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Boy Scouts 

6:30pm Cub Scouts  

6:00pm 
Worship 
Committee 
Meeting Via 
Zoom 

10:30am 
Presbyterian 
Women, FH 

Newsletter Info Due 

9:30am 

Sunday School 
10:00am 

Children’s Choir 
 

10:45am Worship 
 

 

9:30am 

Sunday School 
10:00am 

Children’s Choir 

10:45am Worship 
 

 

9:30am 

Sunday School 
10:00am 

Children’s Choir 

10:45am Worship 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:45pm  
Bible Studies 

6:00pm 
Session Meeting 
Via Zoom 
 

 

5:30pm  

Eagle Scout 
Board of Review 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:45pm  
Bible Studies 

6:00pm Dinner 

6:45pm  
Bible Studies 

 

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Boy Scouts 

6:30pm Cub Scouts  

10:00am 
Presbytery 
Meeting 

10:00am 
Scout Derby  

10:00am 
Scout Derby  

9:15am  

Staff Meeting 
6:30pm Boy Scouts 

6:30pm Cub Scouts  6:00pm 
Serving with 
Love Dinner 

Youth 
Galentine’s 

Dinner 

Youth 
Malentine’s 

Dinner 

Kid’s 
Valentine’s 

Party 

  Youth Summit Retreat 
February 25th - 27th 


