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Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

 
Music is powerful. Music has the ability to make you think and move your spiritual barometer. I continue sharing with 
you some songs that have influenced or are influencing my life. These may or not be songs that you are familiar with, 
but I ask that you read the lyrics and my commentary. I welcome your thoughts or feedback.  
 
Does life happen according to your plan, to your timing? I imagine that we have all wanted certain aspects of life to 
come more quickly while preserving the moment in other situations. Isaiah 40:31 says, “But those who hope in the 
Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk 
and not be faint. There is a lot of repetition to my song selection this month, but the central point is powerful.  
 

 
When life doesn’t happen according to your plan or according to your timing, wait on the LORD…Pray to the LORD…
Trust in the LORD.  
 
I look forward to continuing to share more words of inspiration in the months to come.  If you haven’t heard the song, 
I encourage you to Google it.  Blessings!  
   

—Your Brother in Christ 
Rev. Kyle Schmidt 

Wait on You  

I don't believe in fairytales,  

I guess I've outgrown them  

But that doesn't mean that I don't believe 

That there's something bigger than me  

'Cause I've seen it in a hospital room  

When the doctors said, " 

Sorry, there's nothing more we can do"  

Well, it wasn't through  

 

I've never seen a pot of gold  

at the end of the rainbow  

But I've got a promise I can hold in the 

middle of the struggle  

God, if you said it, You'll perform it  

May not be how I want You to  

But here's what I'll do  

 

I'm gonna wait on You  

I'm gonna wait on You  

I've tasted Your goodness  

I'll trust in Your promise  

I'm gonna wait on You  

Yes, I'm gonna wait on You  

(yeah) I've tasted Your goodness  

I'll trust in Your promise  

I'm gonna wait on You  

Yes, I will, yes, I will  

I will, I will, I will (I will), yeah  

 

I know You ordered every step  

Yeah, You are the Author  

And there's no predicting what is next  

But You hold the future  

And all the questions they come second  

To the one I know is true, yeah  

Oh, you've always been true  

 

So wait on the Lord Wait on the Lord  

He will renew your strength So wait I say  

Stay right there (stay right there)  

Stay right there (stay right there)  

He will renew your strength (so wait)  

So wait I say  

Somebody worship while you wait  

Strength is rising, faith is rising, hope is rising 

(so wait I say)  

You mount up on wings as eagles  

You shall walk, and not get weary  

You shall run, but not faint  

Just wait on the Lord, wait  

You should just wait  

You should just wait (You should just wait) 

Instead of trying in your own strength  

You should just wait 

Instead of calculating what would happen if 

you go wrong You should just wait  

My steps are ordered by the Lord, yeah  

I should just wait  

They that wait on the Lord  

Shall renew their strength  

They shall mount up, up on wings  

Like an eagle, and they soar  

They shall walk, and not get weary  

They shall run, and not faint  

That's what happens when you wait  

Happens when you wait  

They that wait on the Lord  

Shall renew their strength  

They shall mount up, up on wings  

Like an eagle, and soar  

They shall walk, and not get weary  

They shall run, and not faint  

That's what happens when you wait  

Hey, you get a little stronger  

That's what happens when you wait  
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I am fairly certain that anyone 
reading this article will be familiar 
with at least one of Fanny 
Crosby’s hymns.  Blessed 
Assurance, He Hideth My Soul, I 
Am Thine, O Lord and Redeemed 
are just a few of the names of the 
hymns she penned.  Her gifts 

were many and all she wanted to do was to see lost souls 
come to Jesus! 

-Joan Smith,  
 Coordinator of Church Music 

 
Fanny Crosby, given name 
of Frances Jane Crosby, married 
name Fanny Van Alstyne, born 
March 24, 1820, N.Y.—died 
February 12, 1915, Bridgeport, 
Conn.  
 
Crosby lost her sight to an eye 
infection and medical ignorance 
at the age of six weeks. She 
nonetheless grew up an active 
and happy child. From 1835 to 
1843 she attended the New 
York Institution for the Blind 
in New York City. Her inclination 
to versify was encouraged by a 
visiting Scottish phrenologist, 
who examined her and 

proclaimed her a poet. Thereafter she was the school’s chief 
ornament. After her graduation, Crosby remained at the New York 
Institution for the Blind as a teacher of English grammar 
and rhetoric and of ancient history until 1858. That year she 
married Alexander Van Alstyne, also blind, a former pupil, and then 
a teacher at the school. About 1864 Crosby began writing hymns. 
“In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.” How wonderfully apt 
are Einstein’s words in relation to Fanny Crosby as we remember 
the one hundred year passing of the legendary American hymn-
writer on February 12th 2015. 
 
Over the years countless church congregations and choirs have 
sung her inspirational songs of praise and even today, as the 
contemporary worship style flourishes and often exceeds more 
traditional expressions, her hymns continue to thrive. Known as the 
‘Queen Of Gospel Song Writers’, titles such as “Blessed Assurance”, 
“To God be The Glory”, “All The Way My Savior Leads Me” and “Safe 
In The Arms Of Jesus”, are just a few examples from her vast 
quantity of work. As hearts become enlivened by the honesty and 
poetry of her lyrics, I wonder how many realize the depth of her 
courage and the magnitude of her story.  
 
Born in New York in 1820, an early illness left Frances Jane Crosby 
blind. According to popular account, this was after a ‘questionable’ 
doctor applied mustard poultices to discharge arising from 
inflammation in her eyes. Some modern physicians have since 
attributed her blindness to a congenital condition but whatever the 
cause, by the tender age of two months, Fanny was capable of only 
seeing bright lights. 

A few months later her Father died, leaving her Mother to find work 
as a maid to support the family. Fanny’s daily care fell to her wise 
Grandmother who would nurture her by reading Bible stories and 
encourage her to memorize them, and this surely played a 
significant part in her ability to write lyrics bursting with a wealth of 
scriptural content. 
 
At the age of 8, Fanny wrote her first poem, disclosing in rhyme an 
incredible peace about her blindness. Later in life Fanny 
commented, “Blindness cannot keep the sunlight of hope from the 
trusting soul. One of the easiest resolves that I formed in my young 
and joyous heart was to leave all care to yesterday and to believe 
that the morning would bring forth its own peculiar joy.” 
 
In many respects, her childhood ode to being content in all things 
set the template for the remainder of her life and her steadfast 
enthusiasm for learning and writing endured every twist and turn of 
the journey. When she left home to study at the New York Institute 
for the Blind, it was this innate enthusiasm that propelled a 15year-
old student into becoming an accomplished musician, a poet for 
Presidents, a political lobbyist for education for the blind, a city 
mission worker and the most prolific of all nineteenth-century 
American sacred songwriters.  
 
During the 1849 Cholera Epidemic, Crosby experienced a spiritual 
epiphany while nursing the sick. Tragic times often prompt serious 
self-examination and it would appear the death-cloud of Cholera 
awakened a soul-searching that ultimately led to conversion and an 
association with the Methodist denomination and the Wesleyan 
Holiness movement. Such connections encouraged co-writes – for 
example “Blessed Assurance” written with Phoebe Knapp.  
 
More than a century later, these timeless hymns are still captivating 
hearts and minds.  
 
With over 8000 hymns, 1000 poems, 5 cantatas, 2 autobiographies 
and numerous secular songs, the word prolific comes to mind when 
describing her artistic output. Even though regard for lyricists was 
low and copyright conventions favoring the composer led to claims 
of exploitation, Crosby remained resolute in her desire to serve God 
with everything she had. She insisted on writing hymns in a 
“sanctified manner” - never for financial or commercial 
considerations - and set a goal of winning a million people to Christ 
through her hymns. 
 
By celebrating Fanny Crosby’s catalogue of high caliber and time-
enduring hymns, not only is the life-story of an overcomer honored, 
but also we have an opportunity to join with her and proclaim ‘To 
God be the glory!’. 
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 Submitted by: Linda Gamble 

The ancient Babylonians are said to have been the first people to make New Year's resolutions, some 
4,000 years ago. They were also the first to hold recorded celebrations in honor of the new year—though 
for them the year began not in January but in mid-March, when the crops were planted. During a massive 
12-day religious festival known as Akitu, the Babylonians crowned a new king or reaffirmed their loyalty 
to the reigning king. They also made promises to the gods to pay their debts and return any objects they 
had borrowed. These promises could be considered the forerunners of our New Year’s resolutions. If the 
Babylonians kept to their word, their (pagan) gods would bestow favor on them for the coming year. If 
not, they would fall out of the gods’ favor—a place no one wanted to be. 

 

A similar practice occurred in ancient Rome, after the reform-minded emperor Julius Caesar tinkered with 
the calendar and established January 1 as the beginning of the new year circa 46 B.C. Named for Janus, 
the two-faced god whose spirit inhabited doorways and arches, January had special significance for the 
Romans. Believing that Janus symbolically looked backwards into the previous year and ahead into the 
future, the Romans offered sacrifices to the deity and made promises of good conduct for the coming 
year. 

 

For early Christians, the first day of the new year became the traditional occasion for thinking about one’s 
past mistakes and resolving to do and be better in the future. In 1740, the English clergyman John 
Wesley, founder of Methodism, created the Covenant Renewal Service, most commonly held on New 
Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day. Also known as known as watch night services, they included readings 
from Scriptures and hymn singing, and served as a spiritual alternative to the raucous celebrations 
normally held to celebrate the coming of the new year. 

Now popular within evangelical Protestant churches, especially African American denominations and 
congregations, watch night services held on New Year’s Eve are often spent praying and making 
resolutions for the coming year. 

Despite the tradition’s religious roots, New Year’s resolutions today are a mostly secular practice. Instead 
of making promises to the gods, most people make resolutions only to themselves, and focus purely on 
self-improvement (which may explain why such resolutions seem so hard to follow through on). 
According to recent research while as many as 45 percent of Americans say they usually make New 
Year’s resolutions, only 8 percent are successful in achieving their goals. But that dismal record probably 
won’t stop people from making resolutions anytime soon—after all, we’ve had about 4,000 years of 
practice. 
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Presbyterian Women will meet 
again on Thursday, January 13th 

at 10:30 a.m.  

 
 

 The study is The Girl's Still Got It by  
best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs. You know Ruth’s story. 

Now meet her in person. And prepare to be changed. 
 

Walk with Ruth as she travels from Moab to Bethlehem, 
certain of her calling, yet uncertain of her future. Hold 

Naomi’s hand and watch love put the pieces of her 
broken life back together. And hang out with Boaz, their 
kinsman-redeemer, who blesses both women and honors 

God, big time. 
 

With  author Liz Curtis Higgs by our side, we’ll tarry in the 
corners of their homes, listen to their conversations, and 
consider every word of every verse until you can say, “I 

totally get the book of Ruth. And I see what God is trying to 
teach me through this rags-to-riches redemption story—he 

has a plan for my life.” 
 

Girl, does he ever! 
 

Think of it as time travel without gimmicks, gizmos, or a 
DeLorean: a novel approach to Bible study that leaps from 

past to present, gleaning timeless truths that will draw 
us nearer to the One who knows us fully, loves us completely, 

and holds us close to his heart. 

 
We hope to see you there. 

 
PS. Can't make it on Thursdays but would like to do the study? The book is available on Amazon. 

Mark your calendars and please plan 
to join us for fellowship, good eats 

(after all we are Presbyterian!)  
and our study in the book of Ruth.  

 
This month we will be meeting in the 

FPC Fellowship Hall. 
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In our December newsletter we highlighted our Kid’s Comfort Bags. In that article, we 
stated that Jessica Gomez had started this mission, however, there’s a little more to the 
story that we need to share which starts with the 
Girl Scouts and our Abigail Blazer. 
 
Around two years ago, Abigail needed to 
complete a project within her Girl Scout troop and 
she really wanted it to make an impact. At the 
same time, she had recently decided to part with 
a bunch of her own stuffed animals. Abigail 
always remembered a time that she had been 
given a stuffed animal when she had gone to the 
hospital and felt that other kids in stressful 
situations would do well with her donated 
toys.  She decided that this was going to be her 
Girl Scout project. She started with the local 
police and fire department, but it turned out that 
this wasn’t the path that she felt was in her heart. 
Abigail felt that she should focus on hospitals 
instead. Afterall, this is the place that inspired her 
heart in the first place! With her goals 
straightened and her mission clear, Abigail met 
with our Session to ask permission to ask for 
donations from the church. She then passed the 
project onto the youth of FPC. This ultimately 
sparked the Kid’s Comfort Bags for Tennova 
which has evolved to the mission it is today.  
 
We are grateful for Abigail and the fire that our Father has set in her heart for missions!   
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JANUARY WORSHIP READINGS  
 

Real Bible: Here and Now with Rev. Kyle Schmidt 
  

January 2: Psalm 147:12-20; John 1:10-18, Sermon: by Wayne Carter 
 

January 9: Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29, Sermon: A Piece of Peace  
 

January 16: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10, Sermon: Be Silent?  
 

January 23: Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, Sermon: Body by God  
  

January 30: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6, Sermon: Fully Known  

JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

The Worship stream will start at 10:30 am Sunday, with Worship service starting at 10:45 am.  

At the conclusion of service, the worship video will be available on our Youtube channel.     

 

We thank you for your faithfulness.  To God be all glory! 

 

Worship Note: We will have communion and circulate our STAR words on Sunday, 1/9.  

Come, let us worship.   
Psalm 95 

 

 Rusty McAmis     1st 

 Tommy Strange     3rd 

 William Atchley     8th 

 Jordyn Biscoe      9th 

 Richard Merriman     14th 

 Casey Atchley     17th 

 Caden Brazier     18th 

 Leslie Young     27th 

 Jessica Carter     29th 

 Rev. Joe Tanner  30th  

 

Darrell & Deb Akins     7th 

 
Your FPC Staff says 
“THANK YOU” from 
the bottom of their hearts 
for the generous 
Christmas gifts provided 
by the church family.  We 
are  truly humbled to 
serve the Lord and you.  
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Starting January 12th, 6:45pm 

 

Purpose Driven Life.  

The most basic question everyone faces in life is Why am I here? What is my purpose? 

Self-help books suggest that people should look within, at their own desires and 

dreams, but Rick Warren says the starting place must be with God and His eternal 

purposes for each life. Real meaning and significance comes from understanding and 

fulfilling God’s purposes for putting us on earth. 

 

The Purpose-Driven Life takes the groundbreaking message of the award-winning 

Purpose-Driven Church and goes deeper, applying it to the lifestyle of individual 

Christians. This book helps readers understand God’s incredible plan for their lives. 

The Purpose-Driven Life is a manifesto for Christian living in the 21st century…a 

lifestyle based on eternal purposes, not cultural values. Using biblical stories and 

letting the Bible speak for itself, Warren clearly explains God’s five purposes for each 

of us: 

 

1. We were planned for God’s pleasure so your first purpose is to offer real worship. 

2. We were formed for God’s family so your second purpose is to enjoy real fellowship. 

3. We were created to become like Christ, so your third purpose is to learn real 

discipleship. 

4. We were shaped for serving God so your fourth purpose is to practice real ministry. 

5. We were made for a mission so your fifth purpose is to live out real evangelism. 

 

I have ordered some books. (There are two versions, but either should suffice). The cost 

will be $8/book and can be picked up from the church office. We will begin our 

discussion January12th. May God work through our study, discussion, and reading. 

 

~Rev. Kyle 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS IN 2022  
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Read the Bible with FPC: I would like to invite the church to join me on a 

reading of the Bible in 2022.  Have you ever closed your Bible and thought, 

“What did I just read?”  Or maybe you've tried to read through the Bible in 

a year, but quit when it felt confusing or impersonal? Are you one of the 

many who has read through the book of Genesis approximately 20 times, 

but hasn't read anything beyond that?  The Bible Recap is here to help!  It’s 

a short daily podcast (~8 minutes) hosted by Tara-Leigh Cobble.  She will 

highlight and summarize that day’s Bible reading in a casual, easy to 

understand way.  The Bible Recap will not only help you read scripture but 

help you love reading it!  Each day you’ll read the assigned reading, then 

tune in to The Bible Recap each day after you've finished reading! 

NOTE:  Please do not buy a print Chronological Bible; it will likely be laid 

out differently than our reading plan. All you need is a regular Bible. 

 

Check out this link for detailed info: http://www.thebiblerecap.com/start  

 

As I write this invitation, I am 90 days into my current cycle.  I find it 

encouraging, inspiring, with great insights and background.  With many 

people having “Smart” phones today you can utilize a Bible app and 

Podcast app to help keep you on track.  Please let me know if you have any 

questions…I will give periodic updates and words of encouragement. 

 

~Rev. Kyle 
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January 3rd  

Family Skate Night  

4:00pm - 6:00pm 

@ Cleveland Skating Rink 

(private event for our group!) 

$6.25 (3 & under free) 

snacks/food available to 

purchase! All Families & 

friends are invited to join us!  

 

 

 

January 5th  

Soups & Strokes 

5:30pm - 7:30pm 

Churchwide event with 

several soup options, bread 

and Salad served.  

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL: 

*Other Children & Youth Ministry January dates TBA  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Children’s Sermon/ Children’s Church - Sundays 10:45am  

January 2nd 
New Year’s Celebration 

12:00pm (following worship) 

Lunch & a Movie 
 

January 16th  
Youth Mission Day 

Please plan for this  

whole day event 

Save The Date!  
Youth Summit High-School Retreat 2022  

Holston Presbytery Camp (NC) 

Feb 25-27th  

Activity: Skiing  

(More details to come)  

January 23rd  

New’s Years Celebration 

12:00pm—2:00pm 

(Toddler—5th) 

January 3rd  
Family Skate Night  

4:00pm - 6:00pm 

@ Cleveland Skating Rink 

(private event for our group!) 

$6.25 (3 & under free) snacks/

food available to purchase! All 

Families & friends are invited to 

join us!  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
9:30am 
Sunday School 
 

10:45am Worship 

Office Closed 

9:30am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am Worship 
 

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

9:15-Staff Meeting 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

6:00pm 
Worship 
Committee 
Meeting Via 
Zoom 

10:30am 
Presbyterian 
Women, FH 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Cub Scouts  

Newsletter Info Due 

9:30am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am Worship 
 

 

9:30am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am Worship 

9:30am 

Sunday School 
 

10:45am Worship 
 

6:00- Dinner 
6:30- Children’s 
 Choir 
6:45  Bible Studies 
 

6:00- Dinner 
6:30- Children’s 
 Choir 
6:45  Bible Studies 
 

6:00- Dinner 
6:30- Children’s 
 Choir 
6:45  Bible Studies 
 

4:00-6:00pm 
Skate Night 

12:00pm 
Youth New 
Year’s 
Celebration 

5:30 - 7:30pm 
Soups & Strokes 
Paint Night with 

Dinner 

12:00pm 
Youth 
Mission 
Day 

12:00pm 
Kid’s New Year’s 
Celebration 

6:00pm 
Session Meeting 
Via Zoom 
 

 

5:30– Eagle Scout 

Board of Review 


