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Worship Opportunities 
 
8:45 am 
First Service 
 
9:45 am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00 am 
Second Service 
 
 
2239 NC Hwy 181 
Morganton, NC 28655 
828.433.5308 
 
www.ohumc.com 

November Sermon Series: 

 

Passion for the Lost 
 

November 5 
All Saints Day 

“Part 1- God  and You” 
Luke 19:1-10 

 
November 12 

Veteran’s Day Sunday 
“God’s Heart & All People” 

Luke 15:1-10 
 

November 19 
“One Shepherd, One Flock” 

John 10:1-18 
 

November 26 
Christ the King Sunday 
Hanging of the Greens 
“Living For Our King” 

Matthew 25:31-46 
Ephesians 1:15-23 

 

GIVING THANKS! 
               

Words cannot express the gratitude Stephanie and I feel for you, and for your 
hospitality and generosity.  We thank you for all the ways you have welcomed us, 
and for the ways you support God’s work through the mission and ministries of 
Oak Hill United Methodist Church.  God has blessed you to be a blessing for this 
community, and lives are being touched and shaped each week thanks to your 
prayers, gifts, service, and God’s grace.  For all these reasons and more, we “give 
thanks to God for all of you,” for “your work of faith and labor of love,” and for your 
steady hope in Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3). 
                     

When we share our personal and financial gifts, we provide the means to realize 
our hopes and prayers for Oak Hill’s ministries in service with our neighbors.  In 
recent weeks, when you learned of the church’s financial needs, you responded 
generously!  We cannot thank you enough!  Please note the summary “Financial 
Update & Overview” in this newsletter.  We plan to keep you informed with more 
financial updates in your upcoming 2018 quarterly newsletters, and there will be 
more detailed quarterly discussions at the church for all church members to re-
view current church finances and stewardship strategies.  We hope all church 
members will prayerfully consider how you can continue giving with a grateful 
heart and as a way to thank and worship God together. 
           

We can thank God every day for our blessings, and for the privilege of blessing 
others.  The Apostle Paul said, “ Rejoice always.  Pray continually.  Give 
thanks in every situation, because this is God's will for you in Christ Je-
sus” (1 Thess. 5:16-18; CEB).  Paul did not say be grateful for every situation, but 
IN every situation.  We do not need to be grateful for tragic or dark times, but in 
every moment, including financially stressful times, we can be thankful that Jesus 
is our Lord and Savior.  We can give thanks that we are not alone.  God is with 
us, strengthening and guiding us.  Even in hardship we are blessed. 
                       

“Don’t worry about anything; but in everything give thanks with prayer and 
bring your requests to God” (Philippians 4:6; plm).  Giving thanks to God lifts us 
above our situation and opens our souls to receive and share God’s blessings.  
We are in this together.  We celebrate together, and we pray, serve, work through 
differences, and overcome challenges together.  I invite you to pray, give thanks, 
and become part of God’s good plan for Oak Hill United Methodist Church.  
Thank you for being so gracious, welcoming, and generous.  Stephanie and I look 
forward to serving with you in the years ahead. 
                 

~ Paul McClure    (11-02-2017) 



“THE SONG HEARD ‘ROUND THE WORLD”   

A CANTATA FOR CHRISTMAS 

December 10th during 11:00am worship. 
A lunch brunch will follow the service, hosted by 

Jude 21 Sunday school class and the Lemon Drops.  
Cost: Donation 

 

Be sure to mark your calendar for the annual Bake and Craft sale put on by the United Methodist Women’s Organiza-
tion. Brenda Hicks asks that if you wish to rent a table for your crafts to please call her or get in contact with any of the 
United Methodist Women’s members. Also calling all bakers who wish to donate baked goods to please bring them to 
the church early Saturday the 18th…all kinds of baked goods are needed. 

To All members, non-members, and groups who use the church facilities:   Fall Clean-Up of our church and church 

yard is underway now through Thanksgiving. Even though we clean up before we leave the sanctuary, classrooms, fel-
lowship hall, kitchen, etc., there are more areas that need attention. If each one of us could spend 15 to 30 minutes clean-
ing up an area of our choice we could brighten up God’s House significantly.  Children should be supervised by a re-
sponsible adult while cleaning. Always discard food and containers into the dumpster outside before leaving the church 
to deter pests such as mice, roaches, etc. Report any damages or problems to our secretary, Shari. A log sheet to record 
progress of your cleaning project will be posted on the Bulletin Board in the upstairs hall. Please describe your project 
and sign your name (if you so choose) upon completion of your project.  Thank you for your help and service! 
 
In order to help our Church reduce its carbon footprint, become more energy efficient, and reduce oper-
ating costs, please remember to turn off lights and/or fans in the church before leaving.  If using the 
kitchen, be sure the coffee pots, air conditioner, and gas range are turned off before leaving. 

Choir Invitation:  Anyone who loves to sing is welcome 
to join us for our Christmas Cantata rehearsals on 
Wednesday nights from 7:30-8:15.  Our dress rehearsal 
will be on Saturday, December 9th, from 10am to 12pm. 

 

*******       ******* 
 

WESLEYAN MORAVIAN 

LOVE FEAST 

DECEMBER 13th  

5:30 - Friendship Soup in MPAC 

6:30 - Love Feast Service in Sanctuary 

After a delicious meal prepared by the United Methodist 

Women, come to the sanctuary for a meaningful service 

provided by the Jude 21 Class, The Lemon Drops circle, 

and our ministers. 

Moravian Love Feasts evolved from meals described in 
the Acts of the Apostles, and are shared in the spirit of 
harmony, goodwill, and Christ-like love among the faith-
ful.  Please bring family and friends for our Friendship 
Soup in the MPAC, and Love Feast in the sanctuary. 

Christmas Covered Dish dinnerChristmas Covered Dish dinnerChristmas Covered Dish dinnerChristmas Covered Dish dinner 

December 6
th

 – 6:00 pm 

 

Bring your favorite 

 holiday dish to share. 

December 3rd during 11:00am worship 

All children are invited to be a part of 
this year’s play. We practice during wor-
ship each Sunday in November (children 
will begin in worship and leave after the 
Children’s Message to practice). 



Sign up for Church News Alerts to get important announcements and reminders of  events & other information.  
 
To receive alerts via text, please text @ohum to 81010. For e-mail alerts, send an e-mail to ohum@mail.remind.com 

Oak Hill United Methodist Church — Financial Update & Overview 
             

    The table below (shared in an October email), shows that overall giving to Oak Hill’s General Fund gradually 
declined over the last 2+ years during the same period that expenses increased.  Figures in this table represent 
trends thru the end of September.  After you learned of the church’s current financial needs in October, you re-
sponded with Sunday offerings of $6,434 on Oct. 22, and $13,597.50 Oct. 29 (includes additional $488 in gifts 
thru Oct. 31)! 1   THANK YOU for your generous gifts that have helped us regain more solid footing!  We cannot 
let up from our increased commitment to funding the vital mission and ministries of Oak Hill UMC.  Since the 
General Fund covers all ministries for children, youth, adults, outreach, Sunday School resources, worship, 
staff, administration, buildings & grounds (etc.), we ask all members to consider how you may give regularly to 
Oak Hill’s General Fund, and we thank you for your devoted gifts. 
             

    Starting in 2018, we will provide quarterly summary financial updates in the newsletter and a discussion at the 
church for all church members to review current church finances and stewardship strategies.  We thank you 
again for your prayerful gifts and ongoing support. 2   
        

Giving and Expense Trends for Oak Hill United Methodist Church: 2014 thru Sept. 2017 

  Operating Account Historical Funds Flow Analysis OHUM CHURCH 

          

Year *Tithes & Offerings Expenses Surplus/ (Deficit) Bank Balance 

12/31/2013       $13,731.16 

12/31/2014 $271,927.22 $255,573.61 $16,353.61 $30,084.77 

12/31/2015 $265,321.80 $263,769.66 $1,552.14 $31,636.91 

12/31/2016 $240,766.08 $262,043.41 (-$21,277.33) $10,359.58 

9/30/2017 $170,320.43 $179,421.22 (-$9,100.79) $1,258.79 

1 As a goal and reference, we will need weekly Sunday offerings in the amount of $5,925 to meet our proposed 
2018 Budget.  We normally do not spend our full budget, but it is our planned spending guide.  

                   

2 Reminder:  If you prefer giving online, visit our church website, www.ohumc.com, click “DONATE” at the 
top of the page, and follow instructions to give by credit or debit card, or your PayPal account.  Like other church 
members, you might prefer setting up automatic bank drafts or recurring card charges for your convenience and 

to maintain timely giving.  Whatever ways and whatever you can give: THANK YOU! 

From the Staff Parish Relations Committee 
 
October was Pastor Appreciation Month, and at Oak Hill we chose to honor our entire paid staff 
by personally telling them how much we appreciate them, praying to our Lord for continued 
blessings on them in their ministries at Oak Hill, and by collecting a love offering to share with 
them.  So, thanks to everyone in the congregation that participated in these endeavors.  Most 
of all,  a BIG thank you to Amy Absher (pianist at our 2nd service), Grace Hartley (Treasurer), 
Shari LeGoullon (Administrative Assistant), Deacon Shannon LeMaster-Smith, and Pastor Paul 
McClure for your leadership and service to all of us at Oak Hill. 

** Please visit our new church website for events, church calendar & more! 
Go to:  www.ohumc.com. ** 



 

Oak Hill UMC youth  *winter 2017* 
(7th-12th graders) 

November:  
***THE YOUTH ARE SERVING AS USHERS/GREETERS THIS MONTH!!*** 
5th: Youth Group (5pm-7pm) 
12th: Setup/Prep for Italian Drive-By (5pm-7pm) 
14th: Italian Drive-By Fundraiser (4pm-6pm)    
19th: Lunch & Laughs (noon-3pm) *bring $12 for “Give Cheese a Chance!” 
26th: NO Youth Group – Thanksgiving Weekend *enjoy time with your fami-
lies!  
 

December 
3rd: Youth Group (5pm-7pm)  
6th: Church-wide Covered Dish Christmas Supper -6pm 
10th: Youth Group (5pm-7pm) 
17th: No Youth Group (Shannon gone) 
21st Youth Christmas Lock-in (7pm-8am)  
        NO Youth Group during Christmas Break 
   

Save the Date 2018 
January 7th: Missional Network Youth Gathering at 
St. Matthews UMC (5pm-7:30pm) 
January 14th: Messy Church Meal & Worship (5pm) 
January 27th: CCYM mtg – Tie Dye 
February 16th-19th: Winter Youth Retreat to Lake Junaluska (Search and Discovery & Youth Group) 
March 23rd-25th: Senior High Beach Retreat 
April 13th-15th: Middle School IgniteUs Retreat 
June 24th-30th Youth Mission Trip 
 
 

 

Service Opportunity:  
Wednesdays (3pm-5:30pm) 

*help with Wednesday 
Church and/or CLUB 

*see Deacon Shannon for details 

Check out our youth Instagram for the latest info: 

oakhillumcyouth 

Join our Facebook Group: Oak Hill UMC Youth 

Like our church facebook page: facebook.com/
oakhillmethodist 

Sign up for REMIND texts: 

Send 81010 the message: @ohumcy 
 

Youth Sunday SchoolYouth Sunday SchoolYouth Sunday SchoolYouth Sunday School    
Sundays at 9:45am with Deacon Shannon 

(7th-12th graders) 

 

Did you know… 
∗ We have 13 youth 

serving each week at 
Wednesday Church!  

∗ We have ten youth in 
the Freedom High School 
Marching Band!  

∗ We have two youth serving 
on the Conference Council 



 

Our 23rd year of Wednesday church is off to an amazing start!  We have been 
averaging 90+ kids. We have 24 leaders, half of which are high school youth. Our 
theme this year is Prayer.  We are exploring and practicing different ways of 
praying. We are also building community with the children in Family Groups. 
Praise God for this amazing ministry and for all who support it with their 

prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 

We have 30 children who stay after Wednesday Church for CLUB—4:30-5:30. We offer Basketball, Cooking, and Na-
ture clubs. Children learn valuable life skills and develop deeper relationships with our CLUB 
leaders and one another.  We began our monthly meals in November, on the first Wednesday of 
each month, for CLUB participants and their families (and Burke ALP students, tutors, and their 
families). If you would like to attend the monthly meals to learn more about these minis-
tries and get to know participants, RSVP to Deacon Shannon by the Monday before.  

PURSE AUCTION A SUCCESS 
 

Bidding was fast and furious during the purse auction on Oc-
tober 14th!  Purses stuffed with high-valued prizes, including 
certificates for cabin getaways, lake tours, and airplane tours, 
plus big-ticket items like an armoire, Kayak, Yeti Cooler, a 
shotgun and more drew nearly 150 bidders.  Along with a 
tasty lunch and desserts, the auction raised an amazing 
$8,155 for the MPAC building fund.  A huge OHUMC 
“Thank you!” to Helen Morrow and all the “Bag Ladies” for 
devoting a year to the planning and preparations, and to all 
the U.M. women, men, and youth who helped promote, set 
up and conduct the auction and serve food.  NOTE:  Bags not 
sold at the auction will be for sale at the U.M. Women’s Fall 
Fundraiser & Bake Sale, Nov. 18th!  Bag proceeds will go to 
the MPAC building fund. 

COUNTRY HAM DINNER FUNDRAISER 
 
The United Methodist Men hosted a country ham din-
ner that was not only delicious, but provided a fun 
evening for everyone that attended.  Approximately 
150 dinners were served. The country hams were do-
nated by Deron Morrow and cooked on big grills by 
Johnny Lancaster. They had vegetables, potatoes, and 
desserts baked by the Church women. The dinner 
raised $950 dollars to be used by the United Men’s 
Organization to help with community and church 
needs. Richard Smith wishes to thank all those who 
brought food, helped cook, set up and clean up. Spe-
cial kudos to the Church women, Deron Morrow, Ken 
Clark, and Johnny Lancaster. What a deliciously suc-
cessful night for all. ~ From Richard Smith 

Oak Hill Outdoors — Connecting with God’s Creation 
 
Oak Hill Hikers: Since July, church and community members have gathered on the third Saturday of each month for hik-
ing, fellowship, and devotion. We’ve explored Mount Mitchell, the Fonta Flora Trail around Lake James, the First Broad 
River Trail in Shelby, and most recently, the Julian Price Park Lake Trail. We have one more hike planned for this 2017 
year to Table Rock on Saturday, November 18th, at 8am. Meet at Oak Hill UMC. Dress for the weather and wear sturdy 
shoes. This is a strenuous hike so bring plenty of water and know we will take our time. It is 2.2 miles round trip. Bring a 
bag lunch for a picnic to follow. Allow 4-5 hours for travel and hike. 
 
There will be NO DECEMBER HIKE. However, join Jonathan for a special New Year’s Day Hike. Meet at Oak Hill 
UMC at 10:00am. We will travel to Catawba Falls for a Baptismal Reaffirmation as we touch the headwaters of the Ca-
tawba River. Dress for the weather and bring water to drink. This is an easy to moderate hike with at least one creek crossing. 
 
January Hike – Crowder’s Mountain State Park, January 20th, 2018- 8am. Trail: TBD. 

More hikes coming in the spring, as well as camping, tubing, and whitewater rafting trips! Stay Tuned! 
 
Wednesday Church Nature Club: Since the beginning of October, ten Wednesday church kids have been participating in 
Nature Club. We’ve been learning about the different trees which grow on the nature trail between Oak Hill UMC and Oak 
Hill Elementary and around the church campus. We’ve learned that you can chew on sourwood leaves, that persimmons 
are not ripe yet, that hickory nuts look like pig noses, and that white pines were once used for shipbuilding because they 
are so tall! We’ll learn about a few more trees this fall and then work on tree identification signs for the trail so that anyone 
walking along that trail can learn about the trees! 

In the spring we hope to build a native plants garden to attract pollinators to the area! Stay tuned for more info.! 
 

For information on both groups, contact Jonathan LeMaster-Smith: 336-880-2545 or j.lemastersmith@gmail.com. 



rooted in gracerooted in gracerooted in gracerooted in grace    
                                                growing in lovegrowing in lovegrowing in lovegrowing in love    
                                                                                blessing the worldblessing the worldblessing the worldblessing the world    

www. ohumc.com 

www.facebook/

oakhillm
ethodist  

Oak Hill United Methodist Church 
2239 NC Hwy 181 
Morganton, NC 28655 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
November 2017 

 Nov.  5 – New Worship Times: 8:45 and 11:00 
 Nov.  5 –  Annual Charge Conference, 4:00 
 Nov.  5 – Youth Group, 5:00 
 Nov. 11– Veteran’s Day 
 Nov. 12 – Youth Group, 5:00 
 Nov. 14 – Italian Drive-By, 4:00-6:00 
 Nov. 18 – UMW Fall Fundraiser/Bake Sale, 7:00-noon 
 Nov. 18 – Oak Hill Hikers to Table Rock 
 Nov. 23 – Thanksgiving Day 
 Nov. 19 – Council meeting, 4:00; Charge Conf., 4:30 
 Nov. 19 – Community Thanksgiving service at El Bethel 
                  5:00-Meal; 6:00-Choir practice; 6:30-Service 
 Nov. 26 – Hanging of the Greens 

 
  

Save the dates! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
December 2017 

Dec.  3 – First Sunday in Advent 
Dec.  3 – Children’s Play during 11:00 worship service 
Dec.  3 – Youth Group, 5:00 
Dec.  6 – Christmas covered dish meal & Santa, 6:00 pm 
Dec. 10 – Cantata, 11:00 am; Brunch after worship 
Dec. 10 – Youth Group, 5:00 
Dec. 13 – 5:30-Friendship Soup; 6:30-Love Feast Service 
Dec. 21 – Youth Christmas Lock-in (7th-12 graders), 6:00 
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve candlelight services:  
                 Formal-11:00 am; Informal-7:00 & 11:00 pm 


