
                                                          Our ROCK                                    ~ Paul McClure  (01-24-2023) 

 
   Given all we have experienced in recent years in our personal lives, as a church, as a denomination, and as citizens of 
this nation and world, it is a redundantly trite understatement to say, “these are challenging times.”  However, as challeng-
ing as they have been and are (and promise to be…), for believers it is never trite but always true to reassure each other 
that Jesus, the Christ, is our unchanging, unshakeable ROCK we can cling to, stand on, rely and rest upon no matter what 
else is shaking. 

 
“The LORD lives! Blessed be my rock, and exalted be the God of my salvation…” (Psalm 18:46) 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O LORD, 
my rock and my redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14) 

 
   I was privileged to attend another Catawba Valley District Clergy meeting on Monday (Jan. 23rd), with WNCC Bishop 
Ken Carter as guest speaker.  Bishop Carter encouraged all UMC’ers to reaffirm our “rocks” of faith, the core foundations, 
values and beliefs we do share, and to respect different views or “opinions” of doctrine as we continue working out ways 
to move forward together.  [Please note: unless I use quotation marks, I am always paraphrasing our Bishop here, recol-
lecting his words as closely as possible from choppy notes on my smart phone – which is apparently smarter than me….] 
 
   Bishop Carter recognizes people disagree on whether or not we hold to the same core beliefs rooted in scripture and out-
lined for Methodists in our Doctrinal Standards (Para. 104, Book of Discipline); but he firmly believes that he lives by our 
core doctrines, and he knows all who disagree with him also believe firmly that they are living by our core doctrines.  Re-
ferring to John Wesley’s struggle with opposing views and beliefs among Methodists, he implores United Methodists to 
hold fast and stay united in the foundational beliefs that we share – from who Jesus is, all He has done, to our universal 
need of God’s grace, the reality of our unique Methodist connection as the body of Christ, and our shared call to holiness.  
Those last three are the “rocks” Bishop Carter focused on for his heartfelt exhortation for moving forward together:  grace, 
connection, and holiness.   
 
   People may disagree on the full meaning and implications of those three words and values, but Bishop Carter said we are 
on a journey together toward holiness, and no one is in any position to judge another’s holiness.  For him, Wesleyan holi-
ness is to love God, self and neighbor.  With Jesus, the Holy Spirit and scripture as our guides, people still disagree on 
how loving God, self, and neighbor is genuinely expressed and demonstrated as we live our call to holiness.  He said we 
all have flaws, but we also have "this treasure in earthen vessels."  We all need God’s grace daily, and as people who have 
been so profoundly forgiven, we are called to extend that grace and forgiveness to others on this journey. 
 
   “We do have differences in our church and always have,” Bishop Carter continued, but why we are “so obsessed in this 
one matter” of human sexuality issues, while still ignoring the “reckoning with our racism as a matter of discipleship and 
sanctification” is confounding.  He noted how in one generation we were able to adapt in matters of divorce and remar-
riage.  Not many years ago divorced persons were practically shunned by their U.M. and other churches, and over the 
years we have come to accept divorce and remarriage even among clergy.  The Bishop said that we (UMC’ers) need to 
empathize and be disciples with LGBTQ+ people in our churches, embracing and including all in God’s love, and work to 
move forward in Christ together. 
 
   Responding to questions from the gathered clergy, Bishop Carter said he and other bishops are working on ways to keep 
traditional congregations in the fold, and there is no desire to impose progressive views and practices on traditional 
churches.  He does not foresee the Book of Discipline requiring traditional churches or clergy to operate against their be-
liefs, but he does expect the current statements related to homosexuality to be removed from the Book of Discipline.  In 
the absence of those statements, churches will be free to operate in their context as they see fit. 
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If you have a prayer concern, or know 
of someone in need of prayer, please 
let us know. 
 

When a church member or a family 
member is ill, hospitalized, or has 
passed away, please let Pastor Paul or 
the church office know of the need 

for pastoral care and for prayer. This will help Pastor Paul 
and the congregation to better care for, pray for, and offer 
support to our church family. 
 

Paul: 336-908-6002;  Office: 828-433-5308;  
ohumc.morganton@gmail.com 
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   Over the preceding weeks, and as recently as this past Monday (Jan. 23rd), I have received emails with questions on 
these matters, most of which we addressed in our meeting on October 16th.  That October meeting concluded with the 
general spirit that Oak Hill is moving forward as a United Methodist congregation focused and united in God’s love, and 
that the meeting on January 29th will focus on renewing our commitment and practical steps toward fulfilling our mission.  
So, in preparation for our upcoming meeting this Sunday (January 29th, 4:00pm), let me address the most recent questions 
in view of our October 16th meeting and the Bishop’s comments noted above.   
 
   As “holy conversations” (explained in the October newsletter), that meeting and the upcoming meeting on January 29th 
are simply an open meeting of hearts and minds, not to vote on any question, but to help us discern how the core of this 
congregation is being led.  At the October 16th meeting: we reviewed the current denominational issues; I answered in 
detail questions that members raised well before and during the meeting about the disaffiliation process; and we had an 
open discussion that included some differing views and concerns; but overall the conversation emphasized a desire to con-
tinue in the love of Christ shared in this congregation, to seek to avoid painful strife, division and loss, and to work toward 
ways we can help all people experience God’s love and be welcomed in the fellowship.  The prevailing spirit of hearts and 
voices in that conversation was for Oak Hill UMC to continue as a United Methodist church, to respect one another’s dif-
ferent views on all other matters, to intentionally live together in God’s love and grace for each other and for all people, 
and to grow in grace, love, and numbers of souls who need Jesus.  “Prevailing” means that, even with differing viewpoints 
on specific issues, there is a prevalent, common heart expressed on one key point – in this case remaining UMC, for which 
no vote is needed.  I asked questions to clarify that all present were hearing the same thing, and there was no spoken disa-
greement on the matter of remaining United Methodist.  According to that session, no official vote or action is needed.  
The church carries on and will deal with issues as a United Methodist church.   
 
   As I said in October, this still is not “smooth sailing,” but if we are willing to row the boat together, all can still grow in 
faith and faithfulness in Christ, who calms and walks over stormy waters.  Genuine love takes genuine effort, working out 
how the congregation will move forward on matters of marriage, policies, staff and pastors, etc.  Every year in December, 
the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) completes a “Church Profile,” and clergy also complete their “Clergy Pro-
file” so the WNC Cabinet can discern the best “fit” in appointing clergy to congregations.  Bishop Carter said he has spent 
much time in conversation with congregations who describe themselves as adhering to traditional, scriptural marriage, 
struggling with issues of ordination, or being open to more diversity in pastoral leadership.  Moving forward, all United 
Methodist SPRC’s will need guidance from their Church Council discussions so they can provide accurate Church Profiles 
to assist the Cabinet’s appointment decisions.  These are just some of the practical considerations, and they are historically 
typical for Methodists and now United Methodists moving forward. 
 
   Beneath all of these issues and “challenging times” is the unshakeable, solid rock and faithfulness of Jesus Christ, Him-
self, not just the principles or core values, but the Reality of God’s saving love and grace, Whom we all need desperately.  
I recall that first verse in “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me….” (by A.M. Toplady, 1776): “…let me hide myself in thee; let the 
water and the blood, from thy wounded side which flowed, be of sin the double cure; save from wrath and make me pure.”  
Many see the scripture’s pronouncements as crystal clear, while many others see them differently, others are in between, 
and yet all turn to Jesus.  Because of deeply held convictions, some will separate and unite with others of like heart and 
mind, hoping to reach and appeal to all in Christ; while others remain united, open, and embracing all in Christ; and ALL 
are hoping to be faithful to our Lord and Savior, our Rock and our Redeemer.  It ain’t easy between a Rock and a hard 
place; but when Jesus is our Rock…..   



Oak Hill Church Family, 
God truly blesses us every day and we were so blessed in 2022.   In the area of finance, Oak Hill Methodist Church 
accomplished over one quarter of a million dollars in ministry.  I would not limit all that God is doing to a dollar 
figure but I am sharing that all funds are accounted for, all current obligations are paid in full and I share with you a 
budget summary for the year.  Some highlights for the year include full support for our pastor and staff, mainte-
nance, utilities and care for our church and facilities, worship, Sunday School, programs and outreach for Oak Hill 
and the community.  General fund revenues were $209,807 and expenses were $244,820.  Special fund receipt $65,261 and expenses 
were $56,284.  Some of the special fund activity included paying $36,000 for the MPAC building; $2,050 receipts for the backpack min-
istry; $5,489 special offerings for Ukraine, flood victims with the flood in Kentucky and relief for losses with Hurricane Ian; $3,276 Gifts 
for Christ with the funds divided between the Meeting Place Mission and Burke United Christian Ministries; $7,265 for the Howard 
Searcy scholarship fund and $4,366 special offerings for youth missions. 
   
This year we expect many similar activities and opportunities.  We are starting the year with a general fund balance of $10,825.  We need 
to be good stewards and regular in giving in order to pay all obligations in a timely manner.  We have a balance of about $36,000 in the 
MPAC loan and look forward to retiring this obligation.  Our church family has always met the financial needs and many things happen 
which are much greater than we can express in financial accounting. 
 
I thank God, thank each of you and ask for God’s continued blessings on this church and pray our church and all we do is to the Glory of 
God. 
 
Respectfully,  Scott Lookadoo, Finance Chairperson 

 
 
The 2022 Year-End Giving Statements are on the table in the hall. Please stop by and pick yours up. 
If you have any questions, contact Annette Henson, 828-448-7803, annettehenson25@yahoo.com. 



2023 thru 2025 Church Officers & Leaders  
 
Church Council 
Church Council Chair       Ken Clark (2025) 
Church Lay Leader       William Brown III (2023) 
Lay Delegate / Member of Annual Conference:              David Butler (2024) 
Finance Chair        Scott Lookadoo (2023) 
Staff Parish Chair            Lisa Byland (2023) 
Trustees Co-Chairs       Gary Barrier; Jeff Clark  
United Methodist Men President      Richard Smith 
United Methodist Women President     Joyce Allman 
Children’s Ministries Representative(s)     Pam Lookadoo; Heather Smith 
U.M. Youth Fellowship Representative     TBA 
Treasurer        Annette Henson 
Financial Secretaries / Counters Team Coordinator:    Elaine Nantz 
Hospitality Team        Annette Searcy 
Missions Committee       Maggie Lookadoo 
Nurture Committee       Jennie Duncan 
Sunday School Superintendent      Pam Lookadoo 
Worship Committee       Anita Fox 
 
Church Council At-Large Members: 
(Class of 2023) Brigitte Clark;  Debbie Painter;  C.J. Shuffler  
(Class of 2024) Ruby Chester;   Mabel Moore  
(Class of 2025) Ben Nantz;  Suzy Fitzgerald 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Administrative Committees—Finance Committee 
Scott Lookadoo (Chair: 2023); Annette Henson (Treasurer); Elaine Nantz (Financial Secretary/Counting Team  
Coordinator); the Pastor 
Members:   
(2023)  Gary “Hatchet” Barrier (Trustees: 2023); William Brown III (Lay Leader: 2023); Lisa Byland (SPRC Chair: 2023)
(2024)  David Butler (AC Delegate: 2024); Karen Shuffler;  Dennis Turman 
(2025) Ken Clark (Church Council Chair: 2025); Jeff Edall; Randall Paschall 

 
Lay Leadership / Nominations Committee 

Chair:  Pastor Paul McClure                  William Brown (Lay Leader: 2023) 
Class of 2023     Class of 2024      Class of 2025 
Ann Aldridge     David Butler (AC Delegate’24)                         Gladys Draughon 
Caroline Clark      Kitty Williams      Jane Jackson 
 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
Class of 2023     Class of 2024      Class of 2025 
Myra Pachall          Ken Clark                   Anita Fox 
Lisa Byland        Betty Turman      Pam Lookadoo 
         David Butler (AC Delegate’24) 
      Church Lay Leader:  William Brown (2023) 
 

Trustees Committee 
Class of 2023     Class of 2024      Class of 2025 
Gary “Hatchett” Barrier (Co-Chair)          Jeff Clark (Co-Chair)                              Gary Burns 
Tom Seehorn                 George Clark       David Nantz 
                               Elaine Nantz 
 

Endowment Committee 
Byron Boyd;  Elaine Nantz;  Barbara Russell;  C. J. Shuffler (Chair) 

 
Program & Ministry Committees 

After-School Ministries:  Ken Clark; Naomi Nantz; Pastor; designated Director (TBD) 

Food Pantry Team Coordinators:  Ben & Elaine Nantz; Team: all helpers 

Hospitality Team:  Annette Searcy, class greeters / ushers, etc.; and in collaboration with: 

Hosting for MPAC:  Nancy & George Clark (Co-Chairs);   Event Host:  Debra Cloer. 
                                   Staging Team: David Butler; Jeff Clark; etc.  (Other volunteers as needed.) 

Nurture Committee:  Jennie Duncan (Chair); Jean Fleming;  Penny Helton;  Elinora Miller 

Prayer Team Leader:   Lisa Byland 

Scholarship Committee: Brian Searcy (Chair);  Pam Lookadoo 

Worship Committee:  Anita Fox (Chair); Ann Aldridge; Sharon Butler; Lisa Byland (Communion Steward);  

Amalie Hinson; Ben Nantz; Pastor 



 

 
Let’s join in prayer for one another so we all may remain in Christ’s peace, grace, and the gift of health:  
 
Cindy Chapman, Patsy & Foy McNeely, Ray & Kay Webb, Elaine Gilbert, Dottie Whisenant, Scott  
Amrhein, Mason Searcy*, Will Propst*, Charlie Cooper, Ruby Searcy, Barbara Sellars, Iris Fox, Carolyn 
Barlowe, Betty Watkins, Virginia Rader, Peg Leadbetter, Helen Winters, Donna & Ann Peeler, Dean  
Hennessee, Frances Whisnant, Barb Trout, Dennis Turman, Carolyn Teseneer, Carl & Delores Curfman, Ruth 
Curfman, Bill Galloway. 
(*military) 
  
Extended family and friends: 
Lori Barlowe, Carolyn Barlowe’s daughter; James Trout, Barb Trout’s husband; Thomas & Martha 
(Nantz) Watts, parents of Ben & David Nantz; Mary Coe; Cora Draughon; Jay Jay (son-in-law of Mary 
Jane, friend of Penny Helton); Carol Fletcher (Dean Galloway’s daughter); Cameron (Dean Galloway’s 
grandson); Rick Miller (Elinora Miller’s son). 

Joining in Prayer 
                       

Keep in prayer all who have lost and are mourning loved ones.   
 

Congregational love and sympathy is extended to Dean Galloway at the death of her brother, Jerry Crump, on January 24th. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Birthdays ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Anniversaries ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

  

Campbell Dunn 02/01 
Frances Whisnant 02/02 
Barb Trout 02/03 
Tom Seehorn 02/09 
Heather Smith 02/10 
Kyle Taylor 02/10 
David Butler 02/11 
Madelyn LeMaster 02/11 
Scott Galloway 02/12 
Jimmy Winters 02/15 
Ken Clark 02/17 
Gabe Crawley 02/21 
George Clark 02/22 
Chris Conley 02/25 
Megan Morehead 02/26 
Colleen Avery 02/27 
Kasey Hennessee 02/27 
Maggie Lookadoo 02/27 
Jacob Nantz 02/27 
Jesse Hennessee 02/28 

_________January_________  _________February__________     __________March__________ 

Evan Chapman 01/02 
Carl Curfman 01/08 
Jim Devries 01/08 
Aaron Wilson 01/08 
Mackenna Brown 01/09 
Christopher Clark 01/09 
Marty Dellinger 01/10 
Jeannie Lambert 01/10 
Charlie Avery 01/14 
Paul McClure 01/16 
Becky Smith 01/16 
Nina Anderson 01/17 
Johnny Clark 01/17 
Jay Fox 01/17 
Susan Schwind 01/17 
Hatchet Barrier 01/18 
Sara Brown 01/19 
Joe Ledford 01/23 
Millie Shuffler 01/23 
Laura Rhodes 01/26 
Ann Peeler 01/27 
Jeremy LeMaster 01/28 
Ray Webb 01/28 
Juli Hennessee 01/29 
Clark Shuffler 01/29 

Paul Dellinger 03/03 
Jacob Searcy 03/03 
Sheila Williamson 03/04 
Bryan Searcy 03/06 
Chad Moore 03/07 
Will Avery 03/08 
Greg Byland 03/08 
Ruth Angley 03/09 
Jean Fleming 03/11 
Curtis Sides 03/12 
Lindsay Williams 03/12 
Rusty Allen 03/14 
Delores Curfman 03/16 
Barry Davis 03/16 
Charlene Allen 03/17 
Teri Smith 03/18 
Nancy Clark 03/19 
Jamie Maiella 03/19 
Sandy Maiella 03/20 
Foy McNeely 03/20 
Donald Avery 03/21 
Kitty Williams 03/21 
Jane Benfield 03/23 
Lisa Byland 03/23 
Talon Shuffler 03/23 
Griffin Draughon 03/24 
Jean McDaniel 03/24 
Rodney Lambert 03/27 
Brandon Williams 03/29 
Myra Paschall 03/30 

_________January_________           _________February__________   ___________March___________ 

Jimmy & Dana Winters 01/14 
Jim & Judy Devries 01/18 

Ron & Carolyn Teseneer 02/03 
Larry & Teri Smith 02/14 
Nathan & Jenny Taylor 02/24 

Bill & Dean Galloway 03/06 
Donald & Colleen Avery 03/14 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 

Feb. 14 - Valentine’s Day 
Feb. 22 - Ash Wednesday: 6:30pm in Sanctuary 
Feb. 25 - Red Cross Blood Drive in MPAC , 9-1:30 
 

Mar. 12 - Daylight Savings Time starts 
Mar. 17 - St. Patrick’s Day 
 

Apr. 2 - Palm Sunday 
Apr. 6 - Maundy Thursday: 7:30pm in Sanctuary 
Apr. 7 - Good Friday: 11:30am & 7:00pm (Sanctuary) 

Apr. 8 - Easter Egg Hunt 
Apr. 9 - Easter Sunday service: 7:00am & 10:30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For weekly, recurring meetings, activities, and ALL 
church events, please go to your Main Church 

Calendar on the church website - www.ohumc.com. 
(On Homepage, CALENDAR link is far right 

on top menu.) 

 

Oak Hill United Methodist Church 
2239 NC Hwy 181 
Morganton, NC 28655 

Soup & Bowl - Soup Competition 
Sunday, February 26 -- 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

At Whippoorwill Farm, 6751 NC 126, Nebo, NC 
 
Join us for the first annual Soup & Bowl - Soup Compe-
tition. This is a warm and friendly competition between 
soup connoisseurs, amateur and professional, for the ben-
efit of  the Meeting Place Mission, while bolstering local 
potters in the community. 
 
There are two ways to support this: 
Enter the Soup & Bowl competition as a soup maker - 
bring your best pot of soup to be enjoyed. For more info 
and to participate as a soup-maker, please fill out this 
Google Form: https://forms.gle/uRpSX4av8aS1966o7  

and/or 
Purchase a ticket to taste and judge the soups. Tickets are 
$25 and include a locally-made ceramic bowl, 10 tasting 
tickets, and three voting tickets. 


