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  When Streams Divide the Field               ~ Paul McClure    7/5/2022 
      

If you read our preceding newsletter, you know Oak Hill UMC is now in the middle 
of our official 150’th year as a Methodist church.  We look forward to celebrating 
this milestone at our Homecoming on September 18th, and hope you will plan to 
join us for worship, with the much-beloved and venerable Rev. David Hobson as 
our preacher, and then sharing food, fellowship, live music, games and activities for 
all ages into the afternoon.  This will be a great time to reconnect and share in the 
grace God has bestowed on this congregation since its founding. 
      

Over 150 years, Oak Hill’s forebears saw The Methodist Episcopal Church South, 
The Methodist Episcopal Church, and The Methodist Protestant Church operate 
separately from the 1800’s up until the three merged into The Methodist Church 
in 1939.  Twenty-nine years later, The Methodist Church and the Evangelical Unit-
ed Brethren merged in 1968 to form The United Methodist Church.  Through all 
the challenges and changes, through wars and epidemics, rations and abundance, 
from horses to cars, trucks, airplanes, rockets and space stations, from telegraphs 
to telephones, party lines, to smart phones, and computers on our desks and in our 
hands, through political, civil, and racial strife and marches toward higher ideals, 
our Oak Hill Methodist heritage is full of faith in God, trust in Christ, and love that 
seeks to overcome faults, flaws, and deep divides.  Try to imagine all the decisions 
that have been made for the mission and ministries of Oak Hill church over 150 
years.  With all the changes, Jesus’ heart and our mission are still the same.  Yet, 
in the middle of our “sesquicentennial,” we are also in the “the middle” of Method-
ists parting ways as many remain as “continuing United Methodists,” and many oth-
ers become new “Global Methodists.”  Of course, the Holy Spirit still has a say in 
what is truly “divided,” and how The Spirit chooses to guide, bless, and correct us. 
      

As much as we hate dealing with disagreement, conflict and “sides,” the issues of 
human sexuality, understanding God’s will, interpreting and applying scripture for 
our lives, our identity, and for marriage and ordination have long been divisive and 
onerous among Methodists, as well as among other denominations previously and 
into the foreseeable future.  With the United Methodist impasse, then a proposed 
path for separation, and then the great pandemic pause, we find ourselves placed 
in the  middle of  a stream where we cannot simply “go  with the flow,”  because we 

are not fish.  Our mission is on dry land, so we cannot stand still indefinitely in the stream of cascading issues.  
At some point, we will need to decide which bank, which side of the stream we will stand on so we can contin-
ue our hike into our mission field.  We might see other Methodist folks and friends heading in the same direc-
tion, just on the other side of the stream, seeing the mission field from different perspectives.  How we move 
forward in the future will require reliance, as always, on the Holy Spirit, who works graciously with all of us right 
where we say we are, and where we really are. 
      

So – in this middle-of-the-stream time – we will revisit our conversations on these matters as more folks have 
regathered this fall, and seek the Holy Spirit’s lead for where Oak Hill’s congregation may best stand and move 
forward to fulfill our mission in Christ.  Some members would like to see a decision very soon, while others see 
no need to make such a decision until sometime after the next General Conference.  So, the timing and pro-
cess for making decisions is also part of a decision from more open discussions, where we will listen to each 
other and the Holy Spirit, pray, consider, and speak to each other’s hearts in Christ’s love.  Whatever else is 
going on, even with the issues of a rushing stream, we carry on full of faith in God, trusting in Christ and His 
love that overcomes faults, flaws, and deep divides.  We look to Jesus and His passionate prayer that all of His 
followers might still be one – one with Him, with Almighty God, and with one another, even when streams    
divide what is still one field. 



 Dear Church Family,    

Rejoice with me as we read the newsletter and see all the opportunities God has for us and all the 
actions of the church.  We also thank God as we see the ways he loves us, protects us and provides 
for our needs.  On the finance perspective we have the resources and fund balance to meet our im-
mediate needs.  All obligations including the general fund and apportionments as well as financing 
obligations for the MPAC building are paid to date.  To look clearly at the current financial balance, I am concerned 
with today’s trends.  I have attached the financial report and will be glad to address any specific questions, but let me 
share the overview.  Our tithes and offerings are not meeting our monthly expenses. 
 
We are learning to live in this world with COVID and so many other competing needs for our finances.  We recognize 
rising expenses and the reality of inflation.  God has provided mightily for us through the PPP money Ben got for us 
and certainly the General Fund money Janet Harbison gave the church. For God knows what we need before we do 
and sees our future. He provided for a time when he knew our people would start to hurt for money due to taxes, infla-
tion etc.  When we prayerfully submit to God’s will, with His strength, we will prevail.  We always rise to the chal-
lenges and support our church mission and activities.  I ask each of you to be in prayer about your part and be in pray-
er for our church. 

Respectfully and prayerfully, Scott Lookadoo, Finance Chairperson 



SEPTEMBER 18, 2022 
 

LIVE MUSIC ~~ GAMES FOR ALL AGES ~~ FOOD ~~ FELLOWSHIP 
 

Guest Preacher: Rev. David Hobson 

Bridal Shower for Katelyn Fisher 
August 6 ~ 2:00-4:00  
in the MPAC building 

 
She is registered at Amazon and Belk. 

Kate Fisher and Eric Boltz 
Sept. 17, 2022 

 
Hosted by the Do Your Own Thing group. 

“The Chancel Choir is inviting you to sing in our Homecoming Choir on Sunday, September 
18. We will begin preparations at the beginning of August. The main song we are singing is 
“Somebody’s Prayin’” arranged by Mark Hayes.  

I can provide you with a recording and music.  We will begin each rehearsal with this piece of 
music, so you may stay just for that piece. Rehearsals currently start at 6:00, but adjustments 
can be made to that starting time. I would say allow no more than 30 minutes.  

Please let Amalie know that you want to participate. No one is too young or too old to sing. :)” 

Do YOU have old photos of the church buildings, church 
groups or gatherings from the near or far-distant past?  If you 
do and are willing to share, please bring them to the Church 
Office on Sunday mornings or during office hours (Tuesday-
Thursday, 8’am to 1’pm).  We will scan them for a video slide 
show, and also share them in our table-top display in the 
MPAC.  PLEASE try to label on the back of photos or at-
tached note paper the date, or at least the Year, name of 
event, and all names of people you can recognize in a group 
photo.  THANK YOU ! 



 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 
Cindy Chapman, Patsy & Foy McNeely, Ray & Kay Webb, Lonnie Suiter, Elaine Gilbert, Dottie Whisnant, 
Scott Amrhein, Mason Searcy*, Will Propst*, Charlie Cooper, Liz Hudson, Ruby Searcy, Barbara Sellars, 
Dewey Allen, Iris Fox, Carolyn Barlow, Betty Watkins, Virginia Rader, Peg Leadbetter, Helen Winters, 
Gladys Draughon, Donna & Ann Peeler; Dean Hennessee; Ruby Chester.                                     (*military)  
  
Extended family and friends: 
Lori Barlowe, Carolyn Barlowe’s daughter; Jennifer B. Hudson, Cindy Chapman’s sister; Nelson &  
Merri Rudisill; Doyle Beck, friend of Elaine Gilbert; James Trout, Barb Trout’s husband; Thomas & 
Martha (Nantz) Watts, parents of Ben & David Nantz; Jan Feagley; Barb Trout’s sister, Mary Coe 
(David/Gladys Draughon); Cora Draughon, David Draughon’s mother. 

Joining in Prayer 
                       

Congregational love and sympathy to the family of Eric Suttlemyer who passed away on June 7th; and to 
Pastor Paul and family at the passing of his father, Kermit McClure, on June 23rd. 

Let’s join in prayer for one another so we all may remain in Christ’s peace, grace, and the gift of health:  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Birthdays ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Anniversaries ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

July 

Luke Ledford 07/01 

Mary Speagle 07/03 

Bobbie Malcolm 07/05 

Dottie Whisenant 07/06 

Terry Smith 07/07 

Gabriel Searcy 07/08 

Tamara Coffey 07/08 

Pat Hennessee 07/09 

Jameson Smith 07/10 

Mylah Suttlemyre 07/13 

Deborah Parker 07/15 

Zack Williams 07/15 

Carol Sides 07/16 

Brandon Aldridge 07/17 

Jessica Rhyne 07/17 

Thomas Nantz 07/18 

Alexis Boyd 07/19 

Corbin Chase 07/19 

Lisa Amrhein 07/21 

Susie Walden 07/22 

Ashley Scearse 07/23 

Carolyn Barlow 07/24 

Leon Norman 07/24 

Jeff Clark 07/25 

Randy Paschall 07/27 

Sherry Suiter 07/28 

Bill Galloway 07/30 

Mason Searcy 07/30 

John Rhyne 07/31 

Mearl Metcalf 07/31 

August 

Penny Ward 08/01 

Penny Helton 08/03 

David Nantz 08/06 

Jamie Suttlemyre 08/09 

Liz Hudson 08/12 

Chris Garner 08/13 

Richard Smith 08/14 

Anne Brown 08/18 

Marilyn Norman 08/21 

Elaine Gilbert 08/23 

Mary Johnson 08/23 

Suzanne Crawford 08/26 

Jody Clark 08/27 

Heather Atkins 08/28 

Ron Teseneer 08/29 

Frank Maiella 08/29 

David Henson 08/30 

Lena Cooper 08/31 

September 

David Draughon 09/01 

Huse Powell 09/01 

Kellen Conley 09/04 

Johnny Lancaster 09/04 

Bradley Clark 09/04 

Alisha Crawley 09/09 

Scott Amrhein 09/09 

Hannah Garner 09/09 

Mark Selm 09/10 

Kristen Amrhein 09/10 

Laura Gwyn 09/11 

Erika Suttlemyre 09/11 

Sharon Butler 09/12 

Jeff Clontz 09/13 

Meredith Searcy 09/13 

Van Clontz 09/13 

Karen Hennessee 09/15 

Mabel Moore 09/16 

Kiley Carver 09/17 

Katy Searcy 09/18 

David Wright 09/20 

Ivy Brittain 09/20 

Cordale Brown 09/21 

Zalie Chase 09/21 

James Brown 09/24 

Hazel Davis 09/25 

Larry Smith 09/26 

Ruby Chester 09/26 

Naomi Nantz 09/27 

Bernice Tuttle 09/28 

July 

Frank & Sandy Maiella 07/02 
George & Nancy Clark 07/12 
Steve & Millie Shuffler 07/13 
Scott & Pam Lookadoo 07/14 
Mark & Patti Selm 07/14 
Chuck & Debbie Fisher 07/16 
Carl & Delores Curfman 07/18 

August 

Rusty & Charlene Allen 08/01 

Hatchett & Brenda Barrier 08/07 

Paul & Marty Dellinger 08/15 

Dean & Karen Hennessee 08/18 

Curtis & Carol Sides 08/21 

Lonnie & Sherry Suiter 08/28 

September 

Jeremy & Tracy LeMaster 09/04 

Bob & Laura Rhodes 09/13 

Bob & Carla Brown 09/17 

Byron & Dina Boyd 09/25 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Pastor Paul and ALL the Oak Hill UMC Church family, 

“Thank you” is not enough to say for all the prayers, searches, networking, and miles covered in helping Mom (Nina) re-
turn from her “great adventure”. The peace and grace that she felt, the calm that encompassed our family, and the many 
miracles she experienced are a testament to the Presence of the Holy Spirit in and among you! Blessings to “the best 
church family ever” (as Mom says)! 

Peace & Grace, Kristen & Charles 

Lyndsay Chester 
She graduated from UNC-CH with a major in exercise & sport science, and a minor in food studies.  

In Jan. 2023, she will pursue a Doctoral physical therapy degree at Elon College. 
She is the granddaughter of Ruby Chester. 

 
Caroline Clark 

Burke Middle College 
She will finish up her Associates degree in the fall at Western Piedmont CC and then will be applying  

to a four-year school, most likely Savannah College of Arts and Design. 
She is the daughter of Ken and Brigitte Clark. 

 

Ashton Faith Cloer 
She graduated from UNCW with degrees in Marine Biology and Political Science. This fall, she will attend 

Duke University’s Nicholas School for the Environment to pursue a Master’s in Environmental Management. 
She is the daughter of Brad Cloer and granddaughter of Debra Cloer. 

 

Caulan Kent Miller 
Graduated Magna Cum Laude from Southern Georgia University with a BS degree presented at the  Allen E. 

Paulson College of Engineering and Computing in Information Technology.  
He is the grandson of Elinora Miller. 

 

Jacob Searcy 
Freedom High School  

He will attend WPCC for one year, then will transfer to a 4-year university. 
He is the son of Chad and Meredith Searcy. 

The Scholarship committee is proud to 
announce the 2022 scholarship recipi-
ent for The Brown, Searcy, and Rhyne 
Scholarship is Jacob Searcy. 

If you have a prayer concern,  
or know of someone in need of prayer, 

please let us know. 
Paul: 336-908-6002; Office: 828-433-5308 

ohumc.morganton@gmail.com 



 
Please sign up for “Remind” texts or emails: 
To receive messages via text: text @ohum to 81010. 
To receive messages via email: send an email to ohum@mailremind.com. 

Oak Hill United Methodist Church 
2239 NC Hwy 181 
Morganton, NC 28655 

 
 
 
 
 
If your contact information has changed, 
please let the church office know so that we 
can keep our records up to date. You can email, 
call, or stop by the church office with your infor-
mation. Email: ohumcsecretary@gmail.com; or 
call 828-433-5308. 

THIS Is HUGE! 
YOUTH Mission Trip 

to White Lake, NC - July 10-16 - home projects for people in need!  
THANK YOU for your prayers and HUGE help making this happen! 


