
J U L Y  —  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

Services are now in-person at 10:30 in the sanctuary.  
They are still being live-streamed on YouTube at Oak Hill Live NC. 

Please check your email, visit our church website - ohumc.com, and our Facebook page for ongoing updates. 
    

2239 NC Hwy 181, Morganton, NC 28655; 828.433.5308 

Where to Now? 
       

    After a year-and-a-half of the initial COVID-19 pandemic, to say “…we have come through challenging times” begins 
sounding a bit repetitious while still true, and the challenges we face will continue not only with viral variants but also with 
ongoing social, political, and spiritual “challenges” now and for years to come.  Thankfully, the faith we share in Jesus 
Christ reminds us that God is with us, for us, guiding and guarding us as we move forward together.  Proverbs 4 calls us to 
keep God’s Word close in our hearts and minds for healing, for truth and guidance.  “Let your eyes look directly forward, 
and your gaze be straight before you” (Proverbs 4:25), keeping on the straight path, and avoiding any distractions from 
where God is leading us. 
                

    So where are we heading?  Where is God leading us?  Well, God is not leading us to some far-out, new mission, but 
maybe into new ways to fulfill our mission, with emphasis on how God’s Spirit works through us most powerfully when we 
are together as one Body in Christ (Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12) .  The Spirit is still leading us on the same path of growing in 
God’s love that Christ calls all believers to travel and grow in together (John 13:34-35, 15:12,17). 
               

    After a full year of operating an expanded Food Pantry ministry, serving up to 40 households weekly for most of the 
year, we know we want to continue this ministry in Christ’s love with our neighbors.  We thank our Food Pantry Team 
members who have helped with this ministry every single Wednesday, even on holidays, since June 2020, and we hope 
more church members of all ages might become involved this summer and in other ways when school starts again in the 
fall.  The Food Pantry, Youth ministry, summer VBS, upcoming planned restart of our After School and Children’s Minis-
tries, Music and Worship Arts Ministry, and all the ways we care for one another are still the primary ways we can share 
and grow in God’s Love with each other and our neighbors.  The growing edge is always in how we intentionally grow ex-
isting relationships, and form new relationships for making and growing new disciples of Christ. 
           

    After a year of pandemic isolation or “social distancing,” we are thrilled to be back in church, back together “in-person” 
instead of just virtually.  As much as we enjoy direct fellowship with our long-time friends and church family, we want to 
keep that energy and momentum also directed to members and neighbors who are not yet reconnected or engaged with 
this or other church fellowships.  Our mission goes far beyond helping people belong, feel welcomed, included, and val-
ued.  All of those benefits are derived from helping people experience God’s Love by meeting and trusting Jesus, and by 
helping all of us grow as faithful disciples, pressing “on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). 
           

    Together, we can “run with endurance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1).  The Apostle Paul’s encouraging re-
minder that “I can do all things through Him (Christ) who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13) was first stated in terms of an 
individual believer; but that means it also applies to all of us together.  So WE “can do all things through” Christ who 
strengthens US together.  Like on Pentecost, the Holy Spirit is not that interested in working through one or two special 
individuals, but through all faithful believers together, united in our devotion to Christ.  Jesus is our Shepherd.  His passion, 
what He is doing, He is where we are heading. 

~ Paul McClure  06-22-2021 



Saturday,  July 17th 

9:00am-1:30pm 

********** 
        

Plans are in-process for restarting 
our After School programs during the 

second week of September. 
 

We are looking for volunteers to 
help with this vital community ministry so we 
can finalize plans, preparations, and training 

for our volunteers. 
   

If you feel led to be a part of this 
important  ministry, please contact 

Ken Clark or Pastor Paul. 

Returning to our traditional 3rd 
Sunday in September — the 19th. 

More details to be announced.  
Choir and bell rehearsals will begin in August. 

Relaxation Day—August 15 
Take a day off from your daily routine,  

put your feet up and relax. 
 

In the hustle bustle of our daily lives, most people often 
forget to slow down and take some time for themselves. 
This can create stress and other stress-related health  
issues like high blood pressure and heart problems. 

 
Take a Deep Breath 

Relaxation Day is a reminder that sometimes it is okay to 
slow down and take it easy, even for a short while! 

 
Do things that help you relax and de-stress.  

Kick back and enjoy a cold beverage in your backyard. 
Read a book while curled up with a hot cup of tea. Sleep 
the whole day long. Meditate. Take a warm bath. Spend 

the day in your pajamas watching TV. 
 

Do a digital detox. Unplug the computer, put away the 
phone and stay away from all social media. With no 

emails to fret over and no social dramas to be bothered 
with, you will feel the stress melt away. 

 
Take a leisurely walk. Watch the sun rise or set. Listen to 

music. Sing. Dance. Stop and smell the roses. Walk  
barefoot on the grass. Have a picnic. Learn a new skill. 

Forgive and Forget. 
 

Do Breath Prayers: 
Did you know that something as simple as breathing 

draws us closer to God? 
The ancient practice of breath prayer ties a short,  

rhythmic prayer to our breathing.  
It's simple, and a meaningful way to practice mindfulness. 

Take a few moments to breathe deeply and feel a sense  
of presence and connection.  

- - - - - - 

Breathe in for 4 counts; Hold for 4; Breathe out for 8. 

- - - - - - 

Ex: Breathe in: Hope.  Breathe out: Despair. 

Breathe in: Peace.  Breathe out: Anxiety. 
Breathe in: Do not Fear.  Breathe out: For God is with me. 

 

Make your appointment online at www.redcrossblood.org.  
In “Find a Drive” box enter 28655, go to Oak Hill UMC and 
sign up for an available appointment time.  Thank you!   



July 18-22, 6:00-8:15pm  
            

Oak Hill Music Camp for children and youth  
(rising 1st graders through middle schoolers)  

will provide opportunities for learning and performing 
music, exploring musical gifts, and even making an  

instrument or two.  
          

To pre-register, contact Dr. Amalie Hinson  
at amalie.hinson@gmail.com 

 
 
 

August 1st - 5th -- ONLINE VBS 
        

We’re turning up the volume at VBS to remind each kid they can have 
confidence because of Jesus. The foundation for their confidence grows 
as they begin to see themselves the same way Jesus sees them, and 
begin understanding how to trust in Jesus.  Through fun online lessons 
and activities, they will begin to learn that: THEY ARE KNOWN.  THEY 
BELONG.  THEY ARE FORGIVEN.  THEY CAN CHANGE.  THEY CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE…IN CHRIST! 
                 

August 8th - 3:00pm - Summer Fun Cookout for VBS 

participants and other guests at Herman Taylor Shed 

Class Name Change: 
     

On May 23rd , all of the attending members of the (now former) Mabel Harbison Class prayerfully 
considered and unanimously agreed to change the name of their Sunday School class. They are 
grateful for the heritage and previous generation’s desire to memorialize Mabel Harbison for her 
devotion to Christ and her leadership in the church, but felt it was time to honor and memorialize a 
beloved member and friend who has also displayed unwavering devotion to Christ and His Church, 
who has served the church and countless neighbors with his skills, and uplifted many with his dry 
wit and encouragement.  After asking Ann Aldridge for her approval, all members present agreed 
to change the class name to the Wade Aldridge Class. Wade is deeply and dearly missed, but we are grateful for all the 
ways he touched so many lives, for his victory in Christ, and for the legacy and example he left for others to follow. 

for Wade Aldridge 
August 28th, 2:00-4:00pm 

gather at Columbarium, 
Celebration in MPAC 

for Walt Hudson 
July 13th, 11:00am 

Celebration in the Sanctuary, 
Reception in MPAC 

mailto:amalie.hinson@gmail.com


  

Thank God for all our blessings and thank everyone for supporting the finances of the church. We 
are in good financial position as we return to more activities.  Below is the current status report.  If 
you have any questions, please contact me. 

Scott Lookadoo, Finance Chairperson  

If there is a  need for prayer in our congregation, whether it’s a church member, 
or family member, who may be ill, hospitalized, or has passed away, please let 
Pastor Paul or the church office know of the need. This will help Pastor Paul 
and the congregation to better care for, and offer support to, our church family. 

If your contact information has changed, please let the church office know 
so that we can keep our records up to date. You can email, call, or stop by 
the church office with your information. 

Email: ohumcsecretary@gmail.com; call 828-433-5308. 



The Scholarship committee is proud to announce the 2021 scholarship recipients.  
 
The Brown, Searcy, and Rhyne Scholarship recipients are Alex Sisk, Gabe Crawley, 
Ragen Crawley, and Jake Crawford. 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP – July 25-31:  
Our Youth will participate in a summer mission and service camp 
the last week of July at Camp Tekoa Foothills!  
 

They are in the process of coordinating some fundraisers to help cover 
expenses, but you are always welcome to give a special gift directly 
to the “Youth / Family Outreach” Special Fund. Thank you for your 
help and support! 

 

 
Youth Ministry: Mentors and Helpers needed!!!  

 
Every church wants to have a vibrant, growing youth ministry.  

 
We are currently in need of someone (or a group of someones) to roll up their sleeves and be a part of the process of 
growing our youth ministry. Being involved with a youth group is rewarding for all involved. Young people are insight-
ful, funny, silly, kind, and so much more.  
 
There are many ways to lead our youth: social events, local mission projects, enlightening discussions, mission trips, 
bible studies… the possibilities are endless. You will have the privilege of pointing students toward Jesus. You’ll get to 
join in on God’s activity in the lives of young people; to help guide, support, and encourage them. 
 
If you have a heart for young people, or if you know someone else who would be a wonderful fit, please get in touch with 
Pastor Paul.  
 

Pray -- Is God leading you to help reach, and invest in the lives of, this teenage generation? 
 
Jesus said, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask 
him to send more workers into his fields.” Luke10:2 
 

INTERESTING TIDBIT:  
According to many scholars and experts on the life of Christ, somewhere around half of His original disciples  

were teenagers when He began His discipling ministry to them. His was the original youth group! 
 

 

1 Timothy 4:12, NIV: "Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity." 

Every ministry’s goal is to make disciples. Student ministry 
should be purposeful, active, engaging, and spiritual. For it to 
be biblical, it needs to follow the model in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
of students being mentored for character, instructed in doctrine, 
and equipped for every good work so that they will engage in 
effective ministry.  
 
The leaders (i.e., adults, mentors, pastors, youth leaders) are 
there to model, mentor, and equip these young ministers in 
Christ-like character, sound doctrine, and effective methods to 
reach lost peers and make disciples of their own (Matthew 
28:18-20). This is clearly the ministry model of Jesus Himself.  

http://www.christianbook.com/page/bibles/translations/niv?navcat=Bibles|Translations|NIV
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%203.16-17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.18-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.18-20


 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Birthdays ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Joining in Prayer  

Keep in prayer all who have lost and are mourning loved ones. 

Liz Hudson and family upon the death of Walt on June 19th. 

As we continue adjusting to our new routines, please continue praying for all of our members and neighbors who cannot leave home 
at all – or are in care facilities or hospitals – and let’s join in prayer for one another so we all may remain in Christ’s peace, grace, 
and the gift of health:  
 
Cindy Chapman, Patsy McNeely, Ray & Kay Webb, Lonnie Suiter, Elaine Gilbert, Dottie Whisnant, Scott Amrhein, Mason Searcy*, 
Will Propst*, Charlie Cooper, Liz Hudson, Howard & Ruby Searcy, Penny Ward, Barbara Sellars, Greg Moore, Bill Whisenant, Dewey 
Allen, Marilyn Harton, Iris Fox, Lena Cooper, Carolyn Barlow, Betty Watkins, Aileen Lingafelt, Huse Powell, John Rhyne,  
Virginia Rader, Peg Leadbetter, Helen Winters, Jane Jackson, & Eric Suttlemyre.                                                                        *military 
 
Extended family and friends: 
Rip Barrier, Hatchet Barrier’s brother; Ed Lawing, relative of Nancy N. Clark; Nancy Coffey, friend of Peg Leadbetter; Juanita  
Finding, friend of Amalie Hinson; Cora Draughon, David Draughon’s mother; Nikki McClain (Amalie Hinson); Sharon Routh,  
Alisha Crawley’s mother; Annette, Jane Jackson’s daughter; Gene Pritchard, relative of Carolyn Barlow; Tammy Allen, friend of 
Amalie Hinson; Lisa Barlowe, Carolyn Barlowe’s daughter; Clayton Christopher Watson, Brenda Hicks’ grandson; Judy Robbins, 
Darrin Helton’s mother-in-law; Anita Workman, Dean Galloway’s niece; Kelly Helton, Penny Helton’s daughter-in-law. 

July 

Luke Ledford 07/01 

Mary Speagle 07/03 

Bobbie Malcolm 07/05 

Dottie Whisenant 07/06 

Terry Smith 07/07 

Gabriel Searcy 07/08 

Tamara Coffey 07/08 

Pat Hennessee 07/09 

Jameson Smith 07/10 

Mylah Suttlemyre 07/13 

Deborah Parker 07/15 

Zack Williams 07/15 

Eric Suttlemyre 07/16 

Carol Sides 07/16 

Brandon Aldridge 07/17 

Jessica Rhyne 07/17 

Thomas Nantz 07/18 

Alexis Boyd 07/19 

Corbin Chase 07/19 

Lisa Amrhein 07/21 

Susie Walden 07/22 

Ashley Scearse 07/23 

Carolyn Barlow 07/24 

Leon Norman 07/24 

Jeff Clark 07/25 

Randy Paschall 07/27 

Sherry Suiter 07/28 

Bill Galloway 07/30 

Mason Searcy 07/30 

John Rhyne 07/31 

Mearl Metcalf 07/31 

August 

Penny Ward 08/01 

Penny Helton 08/03 

David Nantz 08/06 

Jamie Suttlemyre 08/09 

Liz Hudson 08/12 

Chris Garner 08/13 

Richard Smith 08/14 

Anne Brown 08/18 

Marilyn Norman 08/21 

Elaine Gilbert 08/23 

Mary Johnson 08/23 

Suzanne Crawford 08/26 

Jody Clark 08/27 

Heather Atkins 08/28 

Ron Teseneer 08/29 

Frank Maiella 08/29 

David Henson 08/30 

Lena Cooper 08/31 

September 

David Draughon 09/01 

Huse Powell 09/01 

Kellen Conley 09/04 

Johnny Lancaster 09/04 

Bradley Clark 09/04 

Alisha Crawley 09/09 

Scott Amrhein 09/09 

Hannah Garner 09/09 

Mark Selm 09/10 

Kristen Amrhein 09/10 

Laura Gwyn 09/11 

Erika Suttlemyre 09/11 

Sharon Butler 09/12 

Jeff Clontz 09/13 

Meredith Searcy 09/13 

Van Clontz 09/13 

Karen Hennessee 09/15 

Mabel Moore 09/16 

Kiley Carver 09/17 

Katy Searcy 09/18 

David Wright 09/20 

Ivy Brittain 09/20 

Cordale Brown 09/21 

Zalie Chase 09/21 

James Brown 09/24 

Hazel Davis 09/25 

Larry Smith 09/26 

Ruby Chester 09/26 

Naomi Nantz 09/27 

Bernice Tuttle 09/28 

July 

Frank & Sandy Maiella 07/02 
George & Nancy Clark 07/12 
Steve & Millie Shuffler 07/13 
Scott & Pam Lookadoo 07/14 
Mark & Patti Selm 07/14 
Chuck & Debbie Fisher 07/16 
Carl & Delores Curfman 07/18 

August 

Rusty & Charlene Allen 08/01 

Hatchett & Brenda Barrier 08/07 

Paul & Marty Dellinger 08/15 

Dean & Karen Hennessee 08/18 

Curtis & Carol Sides 08/21 

Lonnie & Sherry Suiter 08/28 

September 

Jeremy & Tracy LeMaster 09/04 

Bob & Laura Rhodes 09/13 

Bob & Carla Brown 09/17 

Byron & Dina Boyd 09/25 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Anniversaries ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



Claire Boger 
Graduated from Fred T. Foard High School  

She will attend East Carolina University to study nursing 
Claire is the granddaughter of Jane Jackson 

 
 

Jacob Crawford  
Graduated from Freedom High School Summa Cum Laude and Salutatorian  

He will attend UNC-Chapel Hill in the fall to pursue a degree in Business  
Jacob is the son of Chris Crawford and Suzanne Crawford 

 
 

Gabe Crawley  
Graduated from Freedom High School  

He will attend Farrier Trade School in Minco, OK followed by a 1-year internship  
 Gabe is the son of Ben and Alisha Crawley 

 
 

Joe Ledford  
Graduated from Freedom High School 

He is planning to attend an Electrician school 
Joe is the son of Rod and the late Angie Ledford 

 
 

Talon Shuffler  
Graduated from Freedom High School 

In the Fall of 2022, he will study abroad in London to major in English 
Talon is the son of C. J. and Karen Shuffler 

 
 

Alex Sisk  
Graduated from Freedom High School 

He will attend Western Piedmont Community College in the Fall 
Alex is the son of David & Sandy Sisk, and the grandson of Frances Whisnant 

 
 

Will Taylor  
Graduated from Freedom High School 

He will attend Appalachian State University to pursue construction management 
Will is the son of Wes Taylor and Meg Taylor 

 
 

Mattie Whisnant  
Graduated from Freedom High School 

Mattie is the granddaughter of Nadean Whisnant 


