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Thank you to everyone 
who helped to make the 
Christmas and Advent 
events meaningful  and 
successful. Every effort 

to help enhance our  
Christmas observance  

was appreciated.  
So whether you  
decorated, read,  

welcomed, ushered, served, 
sang, played, prayed,  

attended, or in any way 
shared the love & spirit of 
Christmas... Thank you! 

 
 
 

* Newsletter * 
The next newsletter will 
cover April thru June. 
Deadline for article sub-
mission is March 22nd.  
 
        

PLEASE NOTE the  
adjacent NOTICE.  This is 

the LAST edition of the 
newsletter to be mailed for  

the foreseeable future.   
To add your email address 
to the quarterly newsletter 

email list, contact: 
ohumcsecretary@gmail.com 

The Real Calm in The Storm                                ~ Paul McClure 
        

One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go 
across to the other side of the lake.”  So they put out, and while they were sailing 
he fell asleep.  A windstorm swept down on the lake, and the boat was filling with 

water, and they were in danger. They went to him and woke him up, shouting, 
“Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he woke up and rebuked the wind and 

the raging waves; they ceased, and there was a calm.  He said to them, 
“Where is your faith?”…. (Luke 8:22-25a -- NRSV) 

                    

When everything seems a bit shaky and stormy, when changes in our lives, church 
and world stir up worry, dread, or panic, we can focus on our circumstances and  
feelings or look to Jesus and rest with Him.  Could be Jesus’ question, “Where is your 
faith?” was asking why the disciples did not calm the storm themselves, but it likely 
was asking why they did not trust Him and His being with them enough to know they 
were going to be just fine.  Yes: there was water they needed to bail out of the boat 
(which was still the case after the storm stopped), and there was some hard rudder 
work to keep the boat on course, but Jesus was in the boat with them.  They were with 
Jesus, and so are we.  Jesus was in the boat with them, and He is with us.  Whether or 
not the wind and waves stop, He is the real calm in the storm. 
            

The United Methodist denomination is going thru stormy waters, and our congrega-
tion will need to consider decisions that come from the General Conference in May.  
We have set aside the Sundays in March to learn about and prayerfully consider the 
current issues, proposals, and implications for Oak Hill UMC, and partake in what 
John Wesley called holy conversation about the mission, love and grace we share in 
Christ with all people.  The Mabel Harbison Class requested and initiated this planned 
series, and welcomes other classes to participate during the Sunday School hour each 
Sunday in March.  We will meet in the Sanctuary and remember our faith is focused 
on Jesus.  He is in the boat with us, and we will be just fine.  

Quarterly Newsletter No Longer Mailed 
               

After this edition, the quarterly church newsletter will no longer be printed in large 
quantity and distributed by U.S. mail.  As part of the 2020 budget planning process, 
the Trustees recommended saving on printer toner, paper, and postage costs by  
eliminating the bulk printed and mailed newsletter. 
                  

Beginning with the April-June 2020 edition, the newsletter will be e-mailed and posted 
on the church website at http://www.ohumc.com/about/newsletter.  Approximately 20 
copies of the newsletter will be printed and placed on the main hall information table 
for church members to share with shut-ins and visitors. 
                  

If you want your email address added to the quarterly newsletter 
email list, please email our church secretary, Shari LeGoullon, at: 

ohumcsecretary@gmail.com.  



 

Carla Brown is looking for a used car or truck. 
Contact her at 352-978-7535 (text only), or bbrown7241@aol.com 

Oak Hill Church Family, 
For the church we praise God for his Grace, Love and all our Blessings.  We are thankful 
for the missions and opportunities; and our ability to meet our financial obligations. Our 
church has a heritage of great saints and faithful members.  This year we give thanks for 
Janet Harbison and her estate gifts.  We paid all current obligations and apportionments in 
2019.  We ended the year with a general fund balance of $15,391.  The cash flow manage-
ment goal is to maintain a balance of at least $10,000.  We continue to make progress on 

paying down our loan for the MPAC building and the outstanding obligation is $138,051.  Our budget for the 2020 New 
Year will require an average of $5,500 per week and our debt payment will continue at $3,000 per month.  We pray for 
strength in faith to join together in support of the ministries and programs of Oak Hill Methodist Church.   
Happy New Year. 
~Scott Lookadoo, Finance Chairperson 
 
 

The 2019 Giving Statements will be on the table in the hall soon. If you have any questions, 
contact Annette Henson, 828-448-7803, annettehenson25@yahoo.com 

New message                                                                                    _        x  

Recipients     ohum@mail.remind.com 

Subject         (You can leave the subject blank) 

Enter this number 

Text this message 

OHUMC would like you to join Church News! 

To receive messages via text, text @ohum to 
81010. You can opt-out of messages at any time by 
replying, ‘unsubscribe @ohum’. 
 
Trouble using 81010?  
Try texting @ohum to (828) 233-5371 instead. 

*Standard text message rates apply. 

Or to receive  messages via email, send 
an email to ohum@mail.remind.com.  
To unsubscribe, reply with “unsubscribe’ 
in the subject line. 

WHAT IS REMIND AND WHY IS IT SAFE? 
Remind is a free, safe, and simple messaging tool that 
helps share important updates and reminders. Subscribe 
by text, email or by using the Remind app. All personal 
information is kept private. 
Visit remind.com to learn more. 



Oak Hill United Methodist Church 
Youth Calendar  

 

 
February 8th Valentine Luncheon 
               9th Regular Meeting at 6 
               23rd Regular Meeting at 6 
 
March   8th Regular Meeting at 6 
             22nd Regular Meeting at 6 
 

Coming Lent 2020: The Passions of Jesus Study 
January 2, 2020 

  
A new six-week study is coming for Lent 2020. Join friends from our conference 
as we explore The Passions of Jesus. We see the passion of Jesus in his death but 
also in his life. As we journey together through Lent, we will look at what scripture 
tells us Jesus cared about and how that impacts what and who we care about. In our 
logo, you may recognize the Celtic Triquetra, often referred to as the Trinity Knot, with three equal parts that inter-
connect. In Christian tradition, it is a representation of the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It can also 
represent anything that we associate in threes. In this study, we look at the interconnectedness of Christ’s passion 
for us, Christ’s passion for others, and our passion reflected back, for Christ and for others. Rev. Gloria Hughes will 
lead six weeks of video conversations to accompany the digital study guide.  
Join the email list, https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/Lent2020Study, to be notified when the study is released for down-
load. 
 
Study Overview 
Session 1: Jesus' Passion for Us with Dr. Samuel Moore and Rev. Kyle Sigmon 
Session 2: Receiving Jesus' Passion for Us with Rev. Michael Carr, Rev. Stacey Lundy and Rev. Sally Queen 
Session 3: Our Passion for Jesus with Rev. Susan Heafner-Heun, Rev. Chris Hughes and Rev. Susan Suarez-Webster 
Session 4: Sharing Your Passion for Jesus with Rev. Ben Gatton, Dr. Stephanie Moore Hand and Rev. Josh Kurtz 
Session 5: Jesus' Passion for Others with Rev. Susan Heafner-Heun and Rev. Joel Simpson 
Session 6: Embodying Jesus' Passion for Others with Rev. Ben Carson and Rev. Karen Doucette  

Oak Hill UMC’s Youth – under the inspired leadership of Heather Smith – WON the “BEST IN HOLIDAY THEME” 
float trophy in tonight’s Morganton Christmas Parade, AND had loads of fun enduring the cold, waving, shouting 
“Merry Christmas,” and enjoying the ride! Thanks to Gabe Crawley for driving and hauling the float, Alex Sisk for  
navigating shotgun, and all the crew who helped put the float together.  

https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/Lent2020Study
https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/Lent2020Study






Prayer Concerns 
 

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer  
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God."  

Philippians 4:6 
 

  
Patsy McNeely                            Ray & Kay Webb                  Lonnie Suiter                   Elaine Gilbert                           
Dottie Whisenant                Scott Amrhein                      Mason Searcy*                 Will Propst*                        
Charlie Cooper                            Walt & Liz Hudson               Howard Searcy                 Penny Ward 
David & Gladys Draughon           Frances Whisnant               Peggy Leadbetter             Chris Nantz 
                         
 
Home bound: 
Dewey Allen                                 Marilyn Harton                    Aileen Lingafelt                  Iris Fox 
Helen Winters                               Virginia Rader                     Lena Cooper                     Huse Powell  
Carolyn Barlow                              Betty Watkins                     Peg Leadbetter                           
                         
*active military 
 
Extended family and friends: 
Jettie Norman, Leon Norman’s mother; Rip Barrier, Hatchet Barrier’s brother; Ed Lawing, 
relative of Nancy N. Clark; Nancy Coffey, friend of Peg Leadbetter; Juanita  Finding, friend of 
Amalie Hinson; Louanna Mobley, friend of Millie Shuffler; Cora Draughon, David Draughon’s 
mother 
 
Congregational love and sympathy are extended to: 

Dean Galloway and family at the death of her daughter, Michalene Snell, on January 18th. 

Laura Rhodes and Bill Galloway at the death of their sister, Jenny, on  
January 19th. 
 
 

Prayer concerns, contact Lisa Byland: 432-6415, lbyland66@gmail.com 
 

Prayer concerns will remain on the list for four weeks unless a new request is made.  

http://www.beliefnet.com/love-family/holidays/thanksgiving/thanksgiving-guide


OAK HILL COMMUNITY PARK & FOREST 
UPDATE 

 
 

The Foothills Conservancy of North Carolina staff are extremely grateful for 
all donations so far to the Oak Hill Community Park and Forest project.  All 
funding needed for purchase of the full 651 acres was not raised by Decem-
ber 2019. So a new purchase agreement was arranged in two phases, al-

lowing FCNC to purchase the northern 330 acres of “Phase I” by the end of January 2020, and then pur-
chase the remaining 321 acres of “Phase II” by June 2020. 
           

FCNC is fully committed to this project.  They still need $300,000 dollars to purchase the Phase I tract.  
So they went in debt and took out a loan to secure the northern 330 acres of Phase I, which borders 
Oak Hill church’s southern boundary.  Taking out a loan is not typical practice for FCNC, so they are 
actively seeking donations to pay off that $300,000 loan, which is why that amount is still publicized as 
“needed” for Phase I on the park project webpage. 
              

In order to purchase the remaining 321 acres of Phase II, FCNC still needs to raise another $1 million by 
June 2020, over and above the $500,000 they have already secured toward that purchase.  They will 
not hear back regarding several grant applications until late May, but they likely will not receive the full 
funds requested.  So Phase II requires a massive grassroots effort to find more private and public 
donors who can give large gifts toward the project. 
               

It is no longer a question of “IF?” but “How large?” the park project will be.  The Oak Hill Park & Forest is 
happening!  It is now a matter of the park being 330 or 651 acres.  If the southern 321-acre tract is not 
purchased, that totally eliminates the vision for community agriculture and cooperative educational op-
portunities, and cuts almost in half the area of protected land and hiking and biking trails.  The full-sized 
park project will benefit not only local area residents but draw in people as part of this area’s growing 
tourism economy, and help preserve a priceless natural resource for all to enjoy. 
                

Do you know anyone, or someone who knows someone, who might give a large gift toward the park?  
Ask your company, boss, owner, or CEO if they have considered a corporate donation to the park, and 
send them to FCNC’s website ( https://foothillsconservancy.org/ ) and to the Oak Hill Park webpage 
( https://foothillsconservancy.org/oakhillpark/ ), where they can find ALL project information, read com-
munity letters of support, and watch promotional videos (at bottom of the page).  There is still work to do, 
and we can use your help! 



Oak Hill United Methodist Church 
2239 NC Hwy 181 
Morganton, NC 28655 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Feb. 8 - Senior Citizen Valentine Luncheon, 12:00 
Feb. 14 - Valentine’s Day  
Feb. 26 - Ash Wednesday: 5:30-Meal; 6:30-Service 
 
Mar. 8 -  Daylight Savings Time starts 
Mar. 8 - UMW Sunday service and covered dish lunch 
Mar. 17 - St. Patrick’s Day 
Mar. 20 - First Day of Spring 
 
Apr. 5 - Palm Sunday 
Apr. 9 - Maundy Thursday: 6:00-Meal; 7:00-Service 
Apr. 10 - Good Friday: 11:30 & 7:00-Tenebrae service 
Apr. 12 - Easter Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
For weekly, recurring meetings, activities, and ALL church 
events, please go to your Main Church Calendar on the 
church website —  www.ohumc.com. 
(On homepage, CALENDAR link is far right on top menu.) 

 

Stay informed about Church news, updates,  
and announcements. Text @ohum to 81010. 

Feb. 8 - Valentine Luncheon, 12:00 
 
Mar. 8 - UMW Sunday 
Guest Speaker: Jennifer Bingham Hampton 

Jennifer is an Ordained Elder in the Western 
NC Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, and the granddaughter of Nancy N. Clark. 

A church-wide covered dish meal will follow worship. 

Handbell Rehearsals: 

The handbells will play on Palm Sunday, April 5th. 

Rehearsals will be held on March 19th, March 26th, 
& April 2nd from 6:30-7:30. 


