
 
 

 

Series: The Gifts from the Holy Spirit 
 

Part 8 The Gifts of Tongues & Interpretation of Tongues  
 

Introduction 
 

This week we will finish this educational series on the Gifts on  
 

Gift = charisma,  khar'-is-mah – (1) spiritual favor and (2) divine influence on the heart and its 
(3) reflection in life. 

 
 

The Word of God  
 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 …to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues. 
 

Brief Summary of the Gift of Tongues 
 

1.  It is a supernatural utterance in an unknown language. 
 

2.  Can be used in public (like a church service) but there should be an interpretation (explanation) in the 
common language of the people listening or in your private prayer time. 

 

3.  Luke 11:13 …how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him? 
 

4.  Both gifts can be described simply – a person suddenly becomes aware of the Holy Spirits desire to use 
them by His sudden presence coming upon them.  Then they allow the Holy Spirit to (1) speak out 
through them with a heavenly language or a different language than they normally speak and then if it 
was in public in front of others (2) allow the Holy Spirit to tell them what was previously spoken in the 
common everyday language, so that people can understand and receive the message from God and be 
encouraged or warned. 

 
Jude 1:20  
 

But ye, beloved, {building up – embolden- give courage/confidence} yourselves on your most holy 
faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,  
 

*Praying in the Holy Spirit gives the believer courage to yield to the will of the Holy Spirit and 
move & live in FAITH at a HIGHER LEVEL of OBEDIENCE!  
 
1 Corinthians 14:14-15  
 

14 For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful 
(means fruit that is plucked). 
15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will 
sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 



  
 

1 Corinthians 14:13 Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may 
interpret. 
14 For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful 
(means fruit that is plucked). 
15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will 
sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 
16 Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned 
say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? 
17 For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified. 
18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all (Paul said this): 
19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might 
teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 
20 Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding 
be men. 
21 In the law it is written, with men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; 
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. 
22 Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but 
prophesying serves not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 
23 If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues 
(glossa – naturally un-acquired, spiritual), and there come in those that are unlearned, or 
unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad? 
 
 
 
 


