
 
 

 

Series: We Belong To A Greater Kingdom 
 

Part 5 How Are Christians Responding to the Kingdom? 
 

Introduction 
 

 

Matthew 11:12-15 "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven suffers {violence}, and the {violent} take it by force.  13 "For 
all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.  14 "And if you are willing 
to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 "He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear!  
 
Violence = biazo,  bee-ad'-zo  
To force, to crowd oneself (into), or (passively) to be seized, press 
 
Violent   = biastes,  bee-as-tace'  
A forcer, energetic 
 
One of the reasons Christians, especially those in America, do not understand and 

live like we “Belong to a greater kingdom” is we underestimate “How the 
Kingdom Comes!” 

 

Let’s be honest and ask ourselves today, which “Kingdom” are we energizing by 
our: 

Choices & Lifestyles (a pattern of choices) 
 

Now let’s see who in the scriptures was responding to the Kingdom of God and 
who was resisting! 
 

Matthew 21:31 "Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, 
"The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and 
harlots enter the kingdom of God before YOU (religious people). 32 "For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax 
collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward 
relent and believe him. 



Luke 3:7 Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, 
"Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 "Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to 
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to 
raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 
9 "And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 
10 So the people asked him, saying, "What shall we do then?" 
11 He answered and said to them, "He who has two tunics, let him give to him 
who has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise." 
12 Then tax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him, "Teacher, what 
shall we do?" 
13 And he said to them, "Collect no more than what is appointed for you." 
14 Likewise the soldiers asked him, saying, "And what shall we do?" So he said 
to them, "Do not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be content with your 
wages." 
15 Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about 
John, whether he was the Christ or not, 
16 John answered, saying to all, "I indeed baptize you with water; but One 
mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 


