
 
 

Series: The Gifts from the Holy Spirit 
 

Part 5 Look Who’s Talking?  
“Discerning of spirits” 

 

Introduction 
 

As we head into another year it will be so important that you receive the proper guidance for what is 
to come.  We will continue with the Gifts from the Holy Spirit by examining one of the lesser known 

and used gifts, Discerning of spirits!  God is not the only one talking. 
 

Gift = charisma,  khar'-is-mah – (1) spiritual favor and (2) divine influence on the heart and its 
(3) reflection in life. 

 
 

The Word of God  
 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all 
 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits... 
 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as  

He wills. 
 

Discerning of spirits 
 

Discerning = diakrino - to separate thoroughly, to withdraw from, to discriminate, hesitate,  
  judge, be partial. 

 

Spirits = pneuma,  pnyoo'-mah - a spirit, mental disposition, an angel, demon, Christ's spirit,  
    The Holy Spirit. 

 

It reveals the type of spirit, or spirits, behind a person, a situation, an action, behavior  
or a message 

Matthew 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
be raised the third day.  22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it 
from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!"  23 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind 
Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of 
men." 

Life Application of the Scripture 
 

1.  You must know who you are and discover your purpose for this gift to work properly! 
2.  Discerning of spirits, is needed because of the “voices of influence” in your life. 
3.  This gift is desperately needed among the younger generation because of the Culture Messages 

that bombard them through social media, music, entertainment, and associations. 


