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April 3
JAM at Parker Place
6:30 pm
April 4
JOY Gathering 8:15 am
April 6
Women’s Spring Conference
8:30 am
April 7
Randy Aalderks / Pulpit
Supply 10:00 am
April 8
Consistory Meeting 6:30 pm
April 14
Palm Sunday / Kids Perform
Special Music 10:00 am
April 17
JAM Finale 6:30 pm

The other morning I heard it once again: those ear-piercing sounds coming from my coffee
maker indicating that my morning joe was ready. Beep! Beep! Beep! Beep! Beep! Last time I
counted there were five of them (It always feels more like ten!). They sound when the coffee
has finished percolating AND when the coffee has sat there for a couple hours and the
warmer is shutting down. I would love to meet the engineer who thought it was a good idea to
design a coffee maker this way: starting your day with another alarm going off?! Clearly the
coffee maker people don’t enjoy a quiet start to the day or have kids they want to keep
sleeping! But recently I was glad for that sound because in the rush of my morning activity, I
knew the coffee couldn’t be finished yet. I had just started it a minute ago. When I looked, I
saw that there wasn’t any coffee in the pot. Why was this alarm going off when I didn’t have
any coffee to drink?! Then I realized that in my morning haze of waking up, I had forgotten to
pour any water into the coffee maker. I had put in the filter and the coffee grounds and I had
turned on the coffee maker, but I never added any water. Water is pretty key when you’re
making coffee. This month we join Christian believers around the world to recall the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We celebrate that "Christ has risen! He has risen indeed!” And
as necessary and essential as water is to making coffee, Easter is central to the Christian
faith. Without the resurrection of Jesus our faith is futile and we are without hope. But in
fact, Christ HAS been raised from the dead! (see 1 Corinthians 15:12-20). There are a lot of
good
fdaflkjthings that we can pour ourselves into as a church (in fact you’ll
read about a couple of recent events in this newsletter which were really
great). But we need to always keep Christ’s death and resurrection and
the hope it provides at the center of all we do. Happy Easter everyone!
Let’s celebrate the risen Christ together. - Pastor Nate

April 18
Maundy Thursday
Communion Service 7:00 pm
April 21
Easter Breakfast and
Activities 8:30 Worship at
10:00 am
May 5
Senior Recognition Luncheon
11:00 am

April Birthdays & Anniversaries

2 Nick Peters
2 Blake Huffman
7 Paul & Donna Sherman (Anniv.)
8 Nile Peters
10 Tracy Brouwer
16 Dorothy DeBeer
16 Craig & Bernita Henricks (Anniv.)

20 Adrian Huisman
21 Jaxson Kleespies
22 Judy Eilderts
23 Haley Homeister
24 Dave Cleary
28 Fannie Meyer
29 Kristi Cleary

Empowered by God we are passionately encouraging others in their walk with Christ.

All are welcome to join every Sunday
Sunday School 9:00 am ● Worship Service 10:00 am ● Fellowship 11:00 am
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We have successfully put another Soup Supper in the books.
Despite the weather not cooperating with us, many braved the
cold and slick roads to come get some of our delicious food. We
were able to raise $1300.00 after expenses. The Kwik Star in
town generously donated a $100.00 gift card, which paid for
almost all the juice and milk used. Oyster donations were also a
blessed gift in helping reach that amount. The soup supper has
long been a tradition of Hope Church and one that I for one am glad to be a part of and continue.
We couldn’t do it without all of you. It is always a great time of fellowship and a lot of laughs are
heard throughout the night. I even had someone comment on how wonderful it was to see so
many of our church family pitching in, that’s just Hope, I told them. This supper wouldn’t happen
without all of the delicious desserts provided, the selling of tickets and the people who help
serve and clean up. Special thanks go out to my oyster shucker Dorothy, my oyster maker Irma
(&Dalon) and my go to gal Lacy. To my right hand man Dalon for frying all that burger and helping
mix up all that good food, we had many compliments once again. It’s only once a year, but it is a
great testament to who we are. Thank you all for everything. - Teresa DeBoer

Sco O Hop

During the month of
March we learned a
few things about the
Huisman, Sherman,
Wildeboer, and
Cleary families.
Would you like copies
of the March “Scope
Out Hope” section?
Would you like to be
a part of April’s? Talk
to Lacy in the church
office for more
information.

Men’s P a r B a f

We hosted the 3rd annual Men’s Prayer Breakfast on Saturday March 23rd and estimated around
90 men in attendance. That requires a lot of waffles, eggs, sausage and bacon! It requires even more
volunteer support. Men were at the church brewing coffee by 5 am. Brad Meester (son-in-law to
Chuck and Jo Krusey) was our speaker this year and brought a challenging message exploring how
we spend our time. Randy Aalderks rounded out the morning sharing his gift of music. There were
also door prizes given out including some free shoots at the upcoming Men’s Fellowship Trap Shoot
hosted by Loren Sherman on May 8th at 6 pm. The breakfast was a blessing to those who attended.
While the smell of sausage and bacon was still evident throughout the church on Sunday, we pray
the message and the morning had a much longer lingering impact on the men who attended.

Empowered by God we are passionately encouraging others in their walk with Christ.

